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Growth Mindset in the New Year!
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Happy New Year to you and yours! I hope 2018 ended on a positive note for your family and 2019 has gotten off to
a bright start. I am also hoping the recent winter break of the school year brought you many blessings and special
time with loved ones. Thank you to the many families who attended our Warrens Winter Movie Showcase before
we headed out for break! I heard many positive reviews of everyone having a choice of three movies rather than just
“The Polar Express”. This is something we will likely continue in the future. Please feel free to give me feedback
on this event.
As we get to the halfway point of the school year, we will take time to reflect on our progress. In the coming weeks,
all students will take part in mid-year district benchmarking assessments to look at the academic growth they have
made. Some students will find that they already surpassed goals set in the Fall, while others may find they have
fallen short of what they hoped to gain. Either way, we will encourage students to continue focusing on a Growth
Mindset. Taking on a Growth Mindset means students believe in their own abilities and, with hard work, success
will follow. It means having a willingness to learn from your mistakes and persevere through struggles, having a
life motto of “I can do this” rather than “I can’t do this”. When you embrace challenges as a learning experience and
feel like you succeed even if you fail because you gave the best effort, you are establishing a Growth Mindset.
I would encourage you to have discussions with your children about how they feel they are progressing at school.
What are they feeling successful with? What is frustrating for them? Remind them that the most successful people
in the world have failed hundreds and thousands of times, but continually push forward, learn from their mistakes,
and come out better on the other side. Encourage your child to always give their best effort even if they come up
short of their goal. We often want to step in and stop our children from failing, but we aren’t teaching them the
critical life lesson of perseverance. Praise your child’s efforts and not necessarily their successes. Celebrate failure
as long as it comes with hard work. Remind them, “You can’t do it yet, but keep trying”. We all fail, but what you
do after you fail defines your mindset. Do you persevere or give up?
I have attached Warren’s results and an explanation from last year’s Forward Exam, which gives our school a grade
of “Exceeds Expectations”. In fact, we had THE HIGHEST GRADE IN THE DISTRICT! While we are happy
that we have earned this grade, much like the students, we will continually look for ways to improve and display a
Growth Mindset of continuous improvement as a staff.
Finally, a reminder that the official first half of our school year will wrap-up on Thursday, January 24th with no
school on the 25th. This reminds us that we still have 2 more quarters of the school year to reach our goals and have
a successful 2019. I wish you and your children the very best of luck in reaching your New Year’s Resolutions and
goals!
Sincerely,
Tim Gnewikow
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