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WA’TKWANONHWERÁ:TON
We are pleased to share "Spotlight On
Learning", a newsletter that connects you to
educational resources from a variety of
sources including those that invoke learning
through and about our traditional teachings
and knowledge. It is intended to support all
families in Kahnawà:ke to bring learning into
their everyday. Importantly we remember
that Onkwehon:we education has always
been about passing on knowledge across
generations, using all resources appropriately
suited to expand our thinking and
knowledge. The newsletter embodies the
vision of the Kahnawake Education Center:
"Nurtured by a strong, healthy network of family
and community all of our students are empowered
and proud Onkwehón:we, academically successful
and well prepared to thrive in any life path they
choose."
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PARENT'S CORNER
Written by Merrick Diabo,
Interim Associate-Principal; Kahnawake Survival School
Wa’tkwanonhwerá:ton Sewakwé:kon,
I’m honored to have this opportunity to share a little about new initiatives
at KSS and write directly to you, the parents, who are at home
encouraging your children to keep on learning during their time away
from formal classes. As a parent, I also appreciate the supports being
made available and I hope you have had time to access them on the KEC
website.
These are exceptional times to say the least! As Covid-19 makes its initial
wave across the world, so many questions about public safety and health
are at the forefront of most tables. Needless to say at the KSS table, we are
addressing the continuation of academic needs primarily for our grade
10’s and 11’s in the form of optional online tutorials called “KSS @Home”.
KSS @Home utilizes Google Classroom and Zoom as platforms for our
teachers to connect with students and families and distribute course
content as needed. KSS @Home was launched on April 6th, 2020 with an
astonishing 90% participation rate thus far. Prior to the pandemic, our
school made a commitment to start the process to go paperless with the
purchase of a substantial amount of Google Chromebooks. Last week, 30
Chromebooks were distributed to senior students of KSS so that they may
log in to benefit from the online opportunities and have academic
continuity in these trying times.

KSS

@HOME
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PARENT'S CORNER
Continued

With a flexible schedule, students are asked to check google classroom
everyday for notifications and assignments from teachers. On some
occasions teachers may even choose to have a video conference at specific
time to have group discussions as needed. We are off to a great start and
students all have the know how in managing and navigating the technology
for online learning.
Because this is KSS @Home’s maiden voyage, we expect that there may be
some hiccups along the way. We look forward to feedback from both
students and family so that we can improve KSS @Home to ensure that it
provides students with the best academic experience possible.

Skennen’kó:wa and take care,

Kahwa:tsire

Merrick

FAMILY

Supporting Online Student Success:
For most, transitioning from classroom learning to online leaning is a little
worrisome. Lots of questions about how to support our children through this
transition run through our minds. Here are some links to help parents and
students set the right atmosphere and attitude for successful online learning at
home.

9 Tips for Parents
Navigating Online

Tips for Online

Learning with Their

Student Success: 3

Online Student's

Children

ways parents can help

Manual for Success
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TSITEWATÉWEIENST NE TSI NIIONKWARIHÒ:TEN
Our Teachings

As the weather warms up, now is a good time for our young guys who enjoy
lacrosse to go outside and shoot around. Although it is difficult knowing we
can't have pickup games right now, it brings about an opportunity to learn more
about the game. Here are some important teachings and messages from the
Onondagas that you can share and enjoy with the family. In between playing
outside, whether it is solo or with their siblings, here are some links that will
help support some dialogue about these teachings with the young guys or girls
in your home.
First is a video featuring Alfe Jacques, turtle clan, a world
renowned stick maker. He shares thoughts on 50 years of
stick making in this short film called The Stickmaker.

We also chose a link featuring the well respected Thompson
brothers, traditional Onondaga men of the hawk clan and
professional lacrosse players in the NLL. They share a message
about respect for our game - Tewa'a:raton. This video is part of
a series of called "The Creator's Game".

Activities to Consider at Home:
Share some stories about elders who were lacrosse players in your family,
share some pictures.
Talk about what you know about where lacrosse came from, and why you
think our people love it so much.
Go out in the bush and try to identify shag bark hickory trees in
Kahnawa:ke. Used to make lacrosse sticks, count how many you can find.
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READING AT HOME
Reading Comprehension Explained

Here are a few basic reading comprehension skills that your child has worked on
in the classroom. Talk with your child about how these skills show up in the
books that they are reading:
Sequencing: Do a quick retell of the story using words like first, next, after
that, then, finally, etc…
Main Idea: Try to give the summary of the story in one sentence.
Compare and Contrast: Think about the differences and similarities
between two characters, between this book and another, or the settings in
the story.
Cause and Effect: What is the effect (or consequence) of the character’s
actions? What caused them to act that way?
Inference: Are there parts of the story that require you to “read between
the lines,” (hidden meaning) in order to understand them?
Fact and Opinion: Pick out the lines of the text that are facts and others
that are opinions. If you find opinions, talk about whether you agree or
disagree with them.

Rivet
Audible

Better Reading Practice for Kids. This is a fun reading App for
children ages 6-12. There are over 3500 books from a wide range
of genres. Download the free App from your App store.
Audible is an incredible selection of stories that you can stream on
your desktop, laptop, phone or tablet. Sit back with the family and
enjoy the magic of a story. Free for the duration of the school
closures.

Tumble Books

Grades K-6: An online library of storybooks that you can read online with the
computer or a collection of EBooks to read on your own
TeenBookCloud: A great EBook selection for grades 7-11.
AudioBookCloud: Audiobook database for children and adults.
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MATH TIPS, GAMES & CHALLENGES
Practice Mental Math: Provide opportunities for practicing addition subtraction,
multiplication or division using mental math strategies. Make it a game, make
change by playing store or estimate a pretend purchase. Shop online putting
things in a wish list. See how much money it would cost in total.

ME

GA HE
T
OF EK
WE

Knock off the Clock - Practice your math facts
while trying to knock the numbers off your clock
before your opponent does. All you need is a
partner, four dice, paper and a pencil. Have fun!

Knock off
the
Clock

Excellent Math Supports - Highly Recommended
Khan Academy
This phenomenal website presents instructional videos, sample
examples, practice and assessment opportunities for a full range of
math topics for learners of all ages.
Khan Kids App
This award winning App focuses on many areas of the curriculum for
children aged 2-7. Good instructional material.
Great Minds
This web site offers instructional videos as well as written material for
(K-12). New lessons and videos are posted daily. If you are feeling
really inspired you can download entire curriculum guides on how to
teach the concepts with coordinating worksheets. You just click on the
link, click on knowledge on the go, click on access free resources, and
then select the grade and subject.
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STEAM SPACE
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
With the nice weather lately, you may have been opening your
windows and doors to enjoy the fresh spring air. And with the
windows open, a nice soundtrack plays throughout the day – birds
singing. While we’ve been cooped up and doing our best to get our
work and chores done, the birds have also been busy. Take a look at
the following link, which will lead you to an activity unit created by
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. The ‘Life Cycles: Nest and Eggs’
lesson can be tailored to suit grades K-2, grades 3-5, or grades 6-8.
Included in this lesson are Family Quests (fun indoor and outdoor
activities that can be done as a family or individually), Slideshow (on
the nesting cycle and egg incubation period), and an Egg Dissection
activity (using a regular egg and a spoon).

Helpful Vocabulary to Bring Learning Outdoors
Here's some vocabulary to help bring language out on the land.
Try to spot each of the birds listed.
Birds – Otsi’tén:’a
Baby bird – Otsi’tén:’a owíra
Nest – Otsi’náhkwa
Egg – O’nhónhsa
Blue Jay – Téri téri
Hummingbird – raónraon

Cornell
Lab's Nest
Cams
Check
out
this link to
Cornell Lab’s
Nest Cams, a
live streaming
camera into
the nests of
various birds!

Redwing Blackbird - Tsó:kwaris
Robin – Tsiskó:ko
Chickadee – Tsiktsiré:re
Owl - Tsistékeri
Hawk – Kahrhakón:ha
Osprey – Teiakoia’táhkhwa

Robin Dance - Tsiskoko'neha
Our first signs of nature continuing is the maple sap running
and the Robin's return. We acknowledge and honor the Robin
with this social song, listen to the Robin Dance here.
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GEOGRAPHY & VIRTUAL TOURS
While many virtual tours focus on well-known tourist spots and museums
there are a lot of hidden gems that can teach us about different lifestyles
around the world. Google has created some great resources and this week
you will get to check out two of them!

Homes Around the World
This is Home is a virtual exhibition where viewers can to take a look at
different types of homes around the world. It has a strong focus on
traditional Indigenous housing! You will get to travel to different homes in
New Zealand, Peru, Greenland, Madagascar, and in many other countries.
This virtual exhibition also gives you the opportunity to learn how to use
Google Earth. If you have never used Google Earth before here is a simple
guide to help you with it.

Hawai'i Valocanoes National Park
Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park is located on the Big Island of Hawai’i. This is a
massive national park that contains one of the most active volcanoes in the
world. This immersive experience makes you feel like you are really at the
park! A Kānaka Maoli tour guide shares her understanding of volcanoes and a
bit about how they connect to traditional Hawaiian culture. You definitely need
to make use of your speakers and/or earphones for this site. Don’t forget that
you can explore 360 degrees – there are often extra videos and audio clips that
you have to click on. Check out the other national parks that Google has added
here.
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FRENCH FOR ALL SKILL LEVELS
Preschool

Grades 1-2

Click on a picture to
enjoy games, videos,
fun activities and
mini-movies through
colorful, dynamic

Grades 3-4

Enjoy dynamic
interactive tales by
clicking on a story to
listen and follow the
pictures together!

and explicit pictures
that help with
comprehension.

Grades 5-6

Choose from a selection of
themes such as fantasy,
adventure and reading time.
Read independently or by
listening to the story.

Listen to informative
audio texts on different
topics. Select a question,
listen the answer and
learn some new
vocabulary words
explained during the
podcast, and enjoy!

Grades 7-11

An excellent resource for
all skill levels. From
beginners to more
advanced, work on all FSL
competencies. Excellent
for learning French in an
easy and progressive way.
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KANIEN’KÉKA TEWATÁ:TI
Let's Speak Kanien’kéha

At this time we are all missing our elders and looking forward to spending time
with them soon. This week's Kanien’kéha resources are in honor of them! If it's
your grandparents, aunts or uncles take what you learn through these resources
and give them a call to say hi in Kanien’kéha and use what you know to brighten
up their day.

Kanien'keha Language Lesson
Here is a Kanien’kéha language lesson to help
with your conversational skills. Follow the
dialogue between these 2 Kahnawa'kehro:non and
hear them using the language as they visit one
another. This grandmother and granddaughter
duo work together in this lesson as they break
down the conversation and offer a grammar
lesson. Write down any new words and phrases
to help expand your vocabulary.

Preserving Our Onkwehonwehnéha Songs
At this time we are probably all missing
grandparents and elders in one way or another.
Here is a song from Kanehsata:ke sung in
Kanien’kéha
about
the
love
between
a
grandmother and grandfather.
Click here to
listen and follow along. Words are given in
Kanien’kéha and English.

Karenni:io
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KEEP MOVING!!
Walking and biking are great ways to stay active provided you and your child
maintain a safe distance from people from other households. Here are some
other great ways to keep active. Click on any of the titles below to visit each site.
Open Physical Education Network - Shares many activities
that will inspire you and your family to stay active at home
while having fun.
ParticipACTION - Offers advice, guidelines and resources
for physical activity.
Yoga with Adriene - Free yoga videos, scroll through the
selection online to find one that meets your needs.
Wide Open Schools - This site offers many different links
for all subject areas. Here is the link to help get your
children moving. Have fun playing a game, dancing around
your house or starting a workout program.

Pro Lacrosse Tips - Tewa'a:raton at Home
Keep your lacrosse skills sharp following tips from these 3 YouTube videos then
you can practice in the yard at home. Click on each photo then follow the advise
from top pro Haudenosaunee players.
Dodging

Backhand

Shooting
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LEARNING IS EVERYWHERE!!
A weekly menu of fun learning activities to choose from.
Choose ___ activities to do at home this week.

Make your own
board game. Include
the written
directions then play
with a family
member.

Grab a bag of
candies like skittles
or M&Ms. Make a
graph of the
number of candies
in each color.

Write at least 10
questions and
interview a family
member or friend.
Do it over the
phone so you can
connect and say hi.

Help a family
member to make
dinner. Be sure to
carefully read all the
directions.

Choose your
favorite ocean
animal. Create a
powerpoint or
poster to share
fun facts and
pictures about the
animal.

Make a fort using
blankets and
chairs. Enjoy a good
book inside your
fort.

Get a partner, four
dice, paper and a
pencil. Spend 30
minutes playing
Knock off the
Clock.

Create a schedule
for your day. Write
what time you will
start and end each
activity and how
many minutes you
will spend on an
activity.

Write a short story
about a cat and a
dog that are best
friends. Draw
pictures and make
your story into a
book.

This menu was inspired by NotSoWimpyTeacher.com
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Jaime Dickson
jaime.dickson@kecedu.ca

