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Jett Favero 6th Grade Student of the Month 
Jett Favero is the March 6th Grade Student of the Month! Mr. Sweet chose Jett because he 
is a great kid and student. He helps his classmates and pays attention to detail. Jett thinks 
he was chosen for Student of the Month because he’s focused, on task and doesn’t inter-
rupt in class. He thinks all of his teachers are awesome but his favorite is Mr. Malcom.  Jett’s 
favorite class is P.E because he likes to be active. He plays basketball and enjoys learning 
new things. Jett’s favorite part about 6th grade is learning and hanging out with his friends. 
His goal is to grow and improve in school. His advice for other 6th graders is to take notes 
and study because it pays off. This honor helps Jett to try harder and be a better student. 
Going home to his happy dogs always puts a smile on his face.  Congrats on this honor! 
Keep working hard Jett! 
 -Shelby Jo Wanechek- 

8th Grade Student of the Month! 
Clint Vinsintin is the 8th Grade Student of 
the Month! Clint was chosen to be the 
Student of the Month because he works 
hard on a daily basis. Mr. Costello says “He 
takes his academics seriously and he 
doesn’t let others around him change 
that.”  Clint’s favorite subject is science. 
His love of science involves many different 
things but he is mostly interested in space 
and the hidden wonders it contains.  After 
high school Clint would like to get an edu-
cation in mechanics and a career in deep 
sea welding. After school Clint loves snow-
mobiling because it always puts a smile on 

his face.  Clint thinks he earned Student of the Month because he always does what is 
expected and if you want to be the next Student of the Month you should do the same!  

-Amaya Smith- 

     7th Grade Student of the Month 

7th Grade Student of the Month is Amanda Board.  Mrs.Bronkema said, “Amanda is always happy 

and eager. I love seeing her smiling face every day.”  Amanda said it makes her happy that she is 

Student of the Month. Amanda thinks she earned Student of the Month by being a good student 

and leader in general.  Amanda wants to go to Central Washington University, to become a Phycol-

ogist when she grows up. She likes being in school because she gets to talk with her old friends 

and continue to make new ones. She also loves school sports.  This honor helps Amanda strive to 

be the best student she can be.  Some fun facts about Amanda are her favorite sport is softball 

and her favorite color is purple. Also, the coolest place she has ever been is rocky and Bullwinkle’s 

family fun center. Amanda is a great leader and a wonderful student. Congratulations for earning 

Student of the Month for 7th grade. 

 -Ellie Bates- 

Our New Student 

Jared Bartel- Hares is 

our newest student! He 

is in 6th grade, and his 

favorite subject is P.E.. 

He loves the color black 

and enjoys football, 

wrestling, and basket-

ball but his favorite is 

football.  If you happen to see Jared around the 

school or at lunch, make sure to make him feel 

welcome and proud to be a Wildcat. 

 -Baylee Boring- 
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March  2— Girls Basketball Game @ 4pm 

March 4-– Shylynn Bradford’s Birthday 

 Lena Filo’s Birthday 

March 6– Michelle Foster’s Birthday 

  Math Competition @3:30pm 

March 9– Ben Rentfro’s Birthday 

March 10– Mariah Guitron’s Birthday 

 Lock-in @7pm– 10am 

March 11– Dominick Johnson’s Birthday 

March 14– Art Competition  

March 17– Trygve Starkovich’s Birthday 

March 18– Sarah Reay’s Birthday 

March 22– Band Concert @7:00pm 

March 23– Mason Hilberg’s Birthday 

March 26– Kayden Wilder’s Birthday 

March 29– Spring Fling Dance @3:00pm 

March 30– Jordan Chestnut’s Birthday 

 Trever Spear’s Birthday 

 Cole Singer’s Birthday 

April 2-7– Spring Break 

Crush! 

The Crush fund raiser was a fun and exciting thing we got to enjoy during 

the first weeks of February. The Interact Club that Mrs. Browitt leads, does 

various fundraisers throughout the year, one of which is the Crush fund-

raiser. Mrs. Browitt would like to make a special shout out to Amanda 

Board, our Student of the Month, for keeping track of the community ser-

vice hours that Interact provides. The Crush fundraiser is a sale in which 

Interact sells Crush soda and delivers them to the person you bought them 

for on Valentine’s Day. The money we make from this fundraiser goes to a 

charity that is yet to be decided! The Interact club had a goal of earning 

$150 and thanks to the student’s support we doubled that goal. This year 

we made $300 in our Crush soda fundraiser! The Interact club bought 14 

cases of soda to fill all of the orders! Interact does 

a lot of community service for various charity 

groups like Hope Source. Thank you students for 

pitching in and supporting Interact. 

        -Kassie Bell-  

Sparrow Update 

The Cle Elum-Roslyn School District has been working diligently to support 
our Sparrow, Coral. Currently, the Cle Elum-Roslyn Elementary School has 
147.5 hours with 90 vouchers, and Walter Strom Middle School has 86.5 
hours with 18 vouchers. The elementary is beating us! Come on guys, let’s 
get cracking and do some service work. For the March Food Drive, you get 
one minute of service for every can of food you bring in. Turn your food 
into your homeroom teacher, and they’ll keep track of the minutes, so our 
school can donate some more hours. Let’s 
team up and be Coral Strong! Remember to 
turn in your slips, it only takes a minute! 
Make it a goal to bring in 1-5 food cans. Every 
bit helps!  

-Shayla Beiter- 
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Strumming it Up!! 

The students in Mr. Malcom’s classes have been working hard playing and memorizing songs and cords during guitar class. He 
teaches 22 guitar students a day. He said “We have a very hard working group of young talented musicians who are learning the funda-
mentals of guitar.”   Avalon Dewitt, a 7th grader, thinks guitar is really fun and a great experience. She just started playing this year and 
thought it was overwhelming at first but when she got the hang of it, it’s really easy. She likes playing the song “House of the Rising Sun”. 
Cole Singer, another 7th grader, says playing guitar is awesome and it takes practice. He had no idea 
what was going on in the beginning of the year because he had just started playing, but thinks it gets 
easier as you go. He believes that part of it is that Mr. Malcom has been doing a great job teaching.  
His favorite songs to play are “House of the Rising Sun” and “Let it Be”.  Jordan Chestnut, an 8th grad-
er, told me that guitar is really fun and great, and also says that it’s really easy to learn. He likes play-
ing the song “Easy” and has been playing since the 7th grade. These students have been working very 
hard in guitar and are making outstanding progress. 
 -Amanda Sherwood- 

WSMS Associated Student Body and Leadership 

There is so much happening at Walter Strom Middle School, all because of the hard work our leadership team 

and Associated Student Body (ASB) are doing, including; hosting a math competition, making bulletin boards, 

planning a roller skating trip, reading to kindergarteners, and getting prepared for an assembly.  First off, the 

math competition is on March 7th , leadership is setting up and preparing for the competition. Schools from all 

over the Mid-Valley will be participating. All of the classrooms and common areas will be used for the compe-

tition. Furthermore, ASB is planning a trip to go roller skating for all the student body to enjoy! Look out for 

information about it, such as permission slips and where to get them.  Leadership is doing great things, one of them being going down to 

the elementary school to read and play games with Mrs. Starkovich’s kindergarten class every Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. DJ Hans-

berry, our ASB president says, “Reading to the kids is life enriching because we get to have fun with them, but they still are learning lots!” 

Hopefully, they will continue to read with the kindergarteners for the rest of the year.  A super cool thing is happening on March 22nd, ASB 

will be giving away a bike to a middle schooler who has had perfect attendance for March. Make sure that you don’t miss any days if you 

want a chance to win the bike! Another thing they are doing is creating fun and positive bulletin boards throughout the school, making the 

school feel welcoming and inviting! The themes for this month’s bulletin boards are promoting the math competition, and telling you to 

believe in yourself and advance to your full potential.  As you can see ASB and leadership are working hard to make our school have a posi-

tive and educational atmosphere.  

 -Mary Kay Wanechek-   

The Origins of St. Patrick’s Day 

St. Patrick’s Day is a fun and festive holiday. Have you ever wondered why the color theme is green or where this holiday came from? Or 
even who St. Patrick is? I know I have. The answers to these questions might surprise you. For instance, did you know the first St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration didn’t even take place in Ireland! It took place in New York City and was celebrated by immigrants from Ireland! The theme 
color was originally blue, the color changed because people began to associate St. Patrick’s Day with Ireland, which has 
the nickname of “The Emerald Isle.”  Another strange fact about St. Patty’s Day is the actual person, Saint Patrick, was a 
missionary and his real name was Maewyn Succat. He is actually not a saint, but is still the patron of Ireland and was a 
bishop there.  St. Patrick was born in the late 4th century, and was most likely born in Europe to wealthy parents. He was 
taken prisoner by a group of Irish raiders who were attacking his family’s estate. He was taken to Ireland and was a slave 
for six years, working as a shepherd.  During this hard time he turned to Christianity for comfort and eventually became a 
devout Christian. Saint Patrick escaped and became a known missionary and bishop who traveled all across Ireland and 
converted many people to Christianity.  I definitely learned a lot of things from this article and I hope you did too! 

 -Mary Kay Wanechek- 
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7th Grade Language Arts and Social Studies 

In 7th grade language arts classes students have so much going on! All of the students have a 
book report due at the end of the quarter. This quarter students are undertaking this with 
the knowledge that the book must be non-fiction and meet certain requirements. They 
must decorate a bag or container and put their information about the book in the bag. Stu-
dents are also working on argumentative writing using Cesar Chavez’s famous 
“Commonwealth Club Address”. The goal is to understand biased points of view and to be 
able to defend your opinion, along with creating evidence based claims.  

In 7th grade social studies students are working hard! They are learning about Medieval Eu-
rope and the social order of that time period. As always students are taking notes on that interesting age and have made a map of Medieval 
Europe and the surrounding area. 7th graders are also working on something a little bit different than the usual. They have finished working 
on their knight project. Their knight project involves creating a biography or journal of their knight’s stages of life. This helps document the 
long process of becoming a knight in a more exciting and interesting view. As you can see, students are working hard and learning lots in 
Mrs. Bronkema’s 7th grade social studies and language arts classes!  

 -Mary Kay Wanechek- 

7th Grade Math & Science!! 

In Mrs. Storer’s math class we have been working on estimating probability by collecting data. One way we collected data was by flipping a 

coin and counting how many times it came up heads and how many times it was tails then we applied the flips to a chart to keep track and 

determine the probability. In science we have been learning about the organs and parts 

of the body. Did you know that the respiratory system is made up of your heart, lungs, 

mouth and nose? All of these organs work together to deliver oxygen throughout your 

body.  Also we are studying the spotted owl’s habitat. Spotted Owls like an older forest, 

some snags which are dead trees about to fall but haven’t, and multi storied canopies.  

The 7th graders are working very hard and learning a bunch about both math and sci-

ence! 

    -Amanda Sherwood-  

What’s Going on in 6th grade Language Arts and Social Studies? 

In 6th grade language arts and social studies students are doing all sorts of things. One skill they are studying in language arts is root words 

taken from Latin and Greek Vocabulary. Also, students use evidence based claims. They must provide an 

adequate structure for claims, meaning you must show evidence for any claims you make regarding an arti-

cle or section of text in their writing. One more thing they’re doing is a book project. The students I asked 

seem very enthused about this particular assignment. They get to pick their own book and when it’s all fin-

ished they create a power point and show the class. This helps build comprehension and presentation skills. 

In Social Studies the main thing students are learning about is Egypt. While studying Egypt they read and 

take notes from assigned text, they also read color and label a map of Egypt! Keller Anderson states that one 

thing he finds interesting is how ancient people created a complex government system. To wrap it all up we 

can tell that the 6th graders are busy doing lots of things in language arts and social studies!   

 -Baylee Boring- 
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Happenings in 8th Grade Language Arts and Social Studies 

In Ms. Burkett’s Language Arts and Social Studies classes, the eighth graders are busy with essays and history.  

In Language Arts, students have been busy working on their Across Five Aprils essay where they answered the 
question, “How did Jethro’s life change for better or worse?” using the 5 paragraph essay format. The 8th Grad-
ers are also continuing their weekly vocabulary/root word tests. To study for those, they use a tri-fold made of 
a large piece of paper to separate the definition, sentence, and word from each other. They’re nailing writing 
essays and are doing well studying for their vocabulary tests. 

In Social Studies, the eighth graders finished their unit on American history, and now are delving into Washington state history. (Woo-
hoo! No more big heavy Social Studies textbooks!) Students have drawn, colored, and labeled a present-day map of Washington to help 
them learn geographic features including major rivers, cities, and mountains. Did you know scientists consider Mt Rainier the most dan-
gerous volcano in Washington? The 8th graders take notes and answer questions based on the text they read. They’re also busy doing a 
project to help the forest service by making posters about picking up your trash. The posters will be hung in campgrounds and forests 
around the district. This is a cool honor and opportunity for them and they’ve earned it. The 8th grade has been bustling with big projects 
and lots of learning, and  have no shortage of things to do. 

-Shayla Beiter 

What’s Going on in the 8th Grade Class Room? 
As the year continues Ms. Ficele and her algebra and science students are studying more complex topics. In Algebra 
class students are working as hard as possible!  They are studying how to find the rate of change, slope and slope-
intercept form.  These challenging topics contain graphs and many equations like y=mx+b.  As the class continues 
they will learn more equations  to build on for their mathematical future.  
In science class they are learning about the structure of the Earth which is made of the crust, mantle, outer core, 
and the inner core.  To get a full understanding the students read research articles about the four layers that make 

the structure of the Earth. After their research about the layers they made a model of the earth. The students had a blast creating these 
models because they got to add their own spin to them by deciding what they wanted to make the model out of. Students made their 
model out of many things like Play-Doh, paper, or food. As the students continue working on more challenging topics they are starting to 
get a better understanding of their work. Thank you Ms. Ficele for making class fun! 
 -Amaya Smith- 

6th Grade Science and Technology 
In science the 6th graders are measuring water volume, and weight and recording their findings in 

excel charts during their technology class. They are also conducting floating or sinking experiments to deter-
mining whether an item will float or sink. Students also added salt to the H2O to see if it would change the 
way things float. One fun thing they did was build boats out of clay to see whose boat could hold the most 
marbles. Jet said they found the boat project to be the most fun out of the project this year. Guessing which 
items would float or sink was lots of fun and challenging for students.      

-Aiden Fordham- 

6th Grade Math in Mrs. Beedle’s Class 
In 6th grade math with Ms. Beedle, the sixth graders have learned about ratios, rates, and proportions. They had to learn the skills and 
apply them to real-world situations to pass the unit test from Eureka Math. For example, they learned how they should divide a certain 
number of fruit evenly into a number of bowls, or unit rates like how many miles you are going in one hour. To keep their skills fresh, 
every week the class has an entry task that goes back to previous skills they’ve learned throughout the year. Every day during that week, 
the 6th graders complete a couple problems from the entry task and turn them in on Friday. Almost every 
night for homework, they are busy practicing MobyMax, an online math program that helps you build the 
skills you need. In addition, the 6th graders just had a competition where whoever had the most minutes 
completed on the math portion of MobyMax won. The winners got to have lunch with Ms. Beedle. The three 
students who won were: Sarah Reay with 510 points, Tylese Blicher with 507 points, and Julie Hurley with 
281 points! They chose to go to Dairy Queen and El Caporal. Congratulations to the winners, and everybody 
keep up the hard work! 
 -Shayla Beiter- 



  SPORTS! ‘ 

Girls Basketball 

The girls basketball team worked really hard this season! The coaches are Head Coach Monica Terrill and Colby Sherrill. Mr. Colby started 

coaching basketball because it’s a family profession. This is his 12th season coaching. His biggest goal for the team was to improve and to 

love playing the game. Coaching basketball allows Mr. Colby to show up every day. The girls favorite part about basketball is being in the 

moment during a game and pushing to be the best. Basketball is hard work and takes a lot of effort. The girls are having tons of fun this 

season and are continuing to improve. They think they need to work on a little bit of everything and never stop trying. The girls think it’s 

exciting and nerve racking playing in front of a crowd. Their highlight of the season was improving as a whole and working as a team! 

Great job this season girls!  

 -Shelby Jo Wanechek- 
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The Cle Elum-Roslyn School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, 

veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employee(s) have been designated to handle questions and complaints of al-
leged discrimination:  Superintendent for Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance at 2690 SR 903, Cle Elum WA, 509-649-4850 or Special Programs Director 
for Section 504/ADA Compliance at 2696 SR 903, Cle Elum WA, 509-649-4991.   

Hidden Figures! 
Hidden Figures was a fantastic and exciting movie that taught Walter Strom Middle School students about 
an important part of black history.  Hidden Figures tells the incredible untold story of Kathrine G. Johnson, 
Dorothy Vaughn and Mary Jackson. These three brilliant black women worked at NASA and served as the 
brains behind the launch of astronaut John Glen in the Friendship 7 Space Ship. This achievement restored 
America’s confidence and turned around the space race. Even though times were hard for black Ameri-
cans these women made something great of themselves. Nathen White in 7th grade thought it was an 
amazing movie and he learned if you work hard and focus you can accomplish great things. Students 
learned to follow their dreams and work hard to achieve their goals. 
 -Ellie Bates- 

Activities 

  FUN AT THE POOL 

On January 27th Walter Strom Middle School students had the opportunity to go to a fabulous swim night sponsored by our 

Associated Student Body (ASB). Mrs.Ficele was the supervisor and provided snacks for the group.  We went to the Kittitas 

Valley Memorial Pool in Ellensburg and everyone had lots of fun. Before we started the fun we took a swim test where we 

had to go completely underwater and swim for about 20 feet. After the test the party began .D.J. Our ASB president start-

ed a giant game of water basketball. We also had a great time by playing an enormous game of water volleyball and eve-

ryone was jumping off the diving board and making lots of good memories. If you didn’t go you missed out.  

 -Aiden Fordham-  

Free Boy 
Free Boy was a wonderful musical based off a true story! The story was about a half African-American, and half white boy, and how he 
had to navigate through the world in his unique situation during the 1850s and 60s. At a time when many people of African descent were 
still slaves. We were lucky Fifth Avenue Theater came and performed for us, thanks to Claire Lucke, a school board member and Gary 
Wargo our superintendent. The actors and actresses were amazing performers! They had beautiful, confident voices, and portrayed the 
story well. They had realistic wardrobe pieces and captivating backdrop paintings that looked stunning! The story was very eye opening 
and educational. Overall, I loved the play, Free Boy, and I hope you did too.   
 -Shelby Jo Wanechek- 

tel:(509)%20649-4850
tel:(509)%20649-4991


 

‘ WHAT’S HOT! 

Intrigue of The Luxe  
A great historical fiction book is “The Luxe”. I personally 
loved this book because of the unforeseen plot twists and 
the setting. The setting takes place in the late 1800’s and 
early 1900’s dealing in the affairs of New York’s scandal-
ous upper-class. On the outside everyone in the plot is 
perfectly happy and rich, but on the inside rumors and 
secrets rule their lives. The main character is Elizabeth Holland, known as 
New York’s brightest star. In the story Elizabeth is faced with the chal-
lenge of choosing between her personal happiness and the happiness of 
her family. You’ll have to read the book to find out which one she choos-
es in the end! Overall, I absolutely loved this book and I hope you will 
read, and enjoy it too.  
 -Mary Kay Wanechek- 

Top Places to go in Washington 

Have you ever been sick of your responsibilities?  Are you ready to let 
loose? It’s time for a family trip! There are many different places you can 
go with your family but it’s important to know where the best place is. 
One of the best places to go is the Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle. This is a 
great place to visit with your family. From Anteaters to Zebras you can 
learn many things about different animals and their habitats from around 
the world. If you and your family get hungry you can get a bite to eat 
from one of the many places inside the zoo. They also have a gift shop, be 
sure to visit it before leaving to pick 
something that will remind you of the 
amazing time on your adventure at the 
zoo!  I hope you and your family have a 
great time at this amazing place! 

-Amaya Smith- 

Microsoft HoloLens 
Microsoft HoloLens is the first 
self-contained, holographic 
computer, enabling you to en-
gage with digital content and 
interact with holograms in the 
world around you. Specialized components like multiple sen-
sors, advanced optics, and a custom holographic processing 
unit enables you to go beyond the screen. Lorraine Bardeen, 
the General Manager of the Microsoft HoloLens and Win-
dows Experiences, said, “I get to see some pretty cool things 
on a regular basis. I’m consistently amazed by the creative 
ways HoloLens is being used to solve complex problems, im-
prove business outcomes and results, and change the way we 
interact with technology.” As you can see the Microsoft Ho-
loLens can transform the way we live, see, and work.  
 -Bradley Schneider- 

Top Music Artists of 2017!! 

Twenty One Pilots is one of the top bands of 
2017.  They have a lot of great songs such as 
“Stressed Out”, “Ride,” and “Tear in My Heart.” 
These are just a few of their songs. The band 

consists of 28 year olds, Tyler Joseph and Josh Dun. Twenty 
One Pilots have been on the rise since 2009, but got signed in 
2012 by Fueled by Ramen. Fueled by Ramen is an American 
record label owned by Warner Music Group. This year they 
won the Grammy for best pop duo/group performance for 
the song “Stressed Out.” Twenty One pilots are amazing mu-
sicians. Each of their songs has a unique rhythm, along with 
astounding lyrics that everyone, young and old, can relate to. 

 -Ellie Bates- 
Turn Your Pictures into Art 

PicsArt is one of the lesser known free photo editing apps out there, but 
one of the best. With PicsArt, you can do a million things with your pic-
tures. You can add text, fun clipart packs, frames, and stickers to your 
photos. You can also draw on them to make your pictures into something 
otherworldly. With the app, make your photographs look their best with 
the 50+ filters and light screens they have. You can create a profile and 
publish your creations, or just “remix” other people’s #freetoedit photos. 
It’s like Instagram, Flickr, and Tumblr all rolled into one! If you need help 
finding out how to manuver, just head on over to 
the PicsArt YouTube channel, or look on their web-
site that is chock full of tutorials. Learn how to 
make your photos on the edge of the world, or dye 
your hair using the draw section. I encourage you to 
check out this amazing photo editing app, and have 
lots of fun with it. The possibilities are endless. 

 -Shayla Beiter 

The Hottest Car 

The hottest car is the 

Hennessey Venom GT 

which is the world’s 

fastest car. It can go up 

to 270mph. This car is 

worth $1.2 million dollars and is powered by a twin turbo 7.0 

Liter V8 engine. It produces 1,451 bhp, and can go 0-200 mph 

in 14.51 sec. It’s a Hypercar World Record holder, it red lines 

at 7200 rpm and its fuel capacity is 18.5 gal/70 liters. The 

reason I love this car is for its speed and its futuristic looks. 

 -Aiden Fordham- 


