Policy 751: Prohibition of the Use of Alcohol, Tobacco/Nicotine, and Drugs by Students
Proposed revisions - November 16, 2016
A student shall not, regardless of the quantity, use or consume, possess, buy or sell, or give away
any beverage containing alcohol; any tobacco or nicotine product, including vapor/E-cigarettes;
marijuana; steroids; or any controlled substance. The School Committee prohibits the use,
consumption, possession, purchase, or sale of alcohol, tobacco products, or drugs by students on
school property or at any school function, regardless of where such function may be located.
Additionally, any student who is under the influence of drugs or alcoholic beverages prior to, or
during, attendance at or participation in a school-sponsored activity, will first be assessed to
determine whether emergency medical assistance is required. A student found in this condition
will be barred from that activity and may be subject to disciplinary action and/or referral to law
enforcement. A student in this situation will be referred to the school administration, who will
arrange notification of the student’s parent/guardian. In a timely manner after the incident, the
student will be referred to both a school nurse and a school counselor in order to provide support
for the student and to determine whether the student and the student’s family should be advised
to seek outside professional help for issues related to potential drug or alcohol abuse or
dependence.
Students in possession of a controlled substance as defined in Chapter 94C, including, but not
limited to, marijuana, cocaine, and heroin, may be subject to expulsion from the school, per
MGL Chapter 71, Section 37H. If a student is determined to be distributing illegal drugs on
school property or at a school function, the student will be referred to law enforcement. Searches
of students and student property, and seizure of substances including alcohol, tobacco/nicotine
devices, and controlled substances, may be conducted when such search and/or seizure is
deemed necessary by a school administrator who has a reasonable suspicion that a student
possesses a prohibited substance in order to preserve the safety of students and order in the
school. School administrators will utilize discretion regarding whether to involve law
enforcement in cases where students are found to be in possession of a prohibited substance.
Lockers, which are school property, are subject to searches by the school’s administration and
staff. On occasion, law enforcement officers and school administration will employ trained
drug-sniffing dogs to check school property for prohibited substances, including classrooms,
lockers, and parking lots.
This policy shall be posted on the district’s website and notice shall be provided to all students
and parents of this policy in accordance with state law. Additionally, the district shall file a copy
of this policy with the Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education in
accordance with law in a manner requested by the agency.
This policy will be reviewed within five years of its most recent revision.

