
United Sound at Shrewsbury High School: Building Relationships that Resonate 
By Brian Liporto and Kate Mercadante 
 
This past November a chapter of United Sound, a school-based instrumental music program for 
students with special needs (New Musicians) and their typical peers (Peer Mentors), was 
established at Shrewsbury High School.  Established in 2014, United Sound currently has 135 
chapters in 29 states. Shrewsbury High School is one of only two high school chapters in 
Massachusetts and is the seventh chapter established in New England. 
 
Dedicated to promoting social involvement through shared ensemble performance experience, 
United Sound joins students with and without disabilities to learn and perform in the band and 
orchestra together and provides authentic learning, music-making, and performance 
opportunities. It also allows New Musicians to find their "niche," new friend-set opportunities, 
and social connectedness.  
 
The Peer Mentors benefit as much, or more, from United Sound programs as the New 
Musicians. For the Peer Mentors, service opportunities develop an increased sense of social 
responsibility, offer exposure to diversity, provide an opportunity to apply academic learning to 
real human needs, and build relationships. Most of all, though, it creates a community of people 
who understand one another. 
 
The club advisors are Brian Liporto (band), Kate Mercadante (orchestra), and Meghan Wallace 
(special education).  While the adults serve as the advisors for the club, the planning and 
teaching is left to the Peer Mentors, led by their club presidents Megan Welch (‘20) and Kenneth 
Lee (‘22).  This year’s SHS chapter of United Sound is comprised of five New Musicians, 
assisted by 17 Peer Mentors.  Each New Musician is assigned three Peer Mentors who work 
with him/her to learn how to play the instrument of their choice.  
 
Rehearsals began this past January and run every Wednesday afternoon from 2:00-2:45.  Each 
rehearsal, planned by the club presidents, begins with a team-building activity followed by a 
review of previously learned skills.  Using a modified system of note and rhythm-reading, Peer 
Mentors assist their New Musician peers through modeling, tracking, and sound production. 
Students are applying these skills to band and orchestra repertoire to prepare them for a 
concert in April.  Members of the Chamber Orchestra and Wind Ensemble will support the 
United Sound New Musicians in performing an arrangement of “Pirates of the Caribbean” in 
their first concert. 
 
The United Sound New Musicians will be performing at the April 29 Spring Concert at 7:30pm in 
the Shrewsbury High School Auditorium.  Please contact myssma.com for ticket information, or 
purchase them at the door. 
 
Funding and materials for the establishment of this chapter were provided by the Shrewsbury 
Cultural Council, the Shrewsbury Schools Music/Theater Association (SSMA), The Musary, JRP 
Inc., the Shrewsbury Education Foundation, David French Music, and alumnus Ruby Lee.  If 
you are interested in supporting our program, please consider a donation to the Shrewsbury 
Public Schools Colonial Fund, in honor of United Sound.  Donations can be made here: 
https://schools.shrewsburyma.gov/alumni/donate 
 



“Music is a language that transcends disability and the relationships formed in this way 
will truly resonate for all children involved.” - Dorean White, Program Director, United 
Sound 


