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What is Colonial Connections?

Colonial Connections is a partnership between the 
Shrewsbury Public Schools and the business 
community, and seeks to provide opportunities for 
our students to develop real-world skills and career 
awareness, in order to prepare them for future 
success beyond their education and to help them 
decide on their higher education and career paths. 



The Edgemere Development Project: Real-World Learning



Municipal Leaders Making Connections with Students



Colonial Connections Advisory Board
2019-2020 School Year

The SPS Colonial Connections Advisory Board (CCAB) 
advises Dr. Lizotte on a variety of matters, including the 
building of community partnerships with businesses, 
institutions, and interested individuals in order to increase 
access to experiential learning and career awareness. This 
leadership group is well represented with school, municipal, 
business, higher-education, parent, and non-profit partners. 



COLONIAL CONNECTIONS ADVISORY BOARD, 2019-2020
Jim Dupont, CEO, SFCU 
Lisa Raabe, Marketing Director, SFCU
Kevin Mizikar, Town Manager, Town of Shrewsbury
Frank Saba, Chairman of the Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts; former 
CEO of Milford Regional Medical Center (retired)
Steve Bird, Clinical Experience Officer (CXO)
Professor of Emergency Medicine
University of Massachusetts Medical School
Jackie Pratt, Marketing and Customer Care, SELCO
Maura Egan, Grade 8 ELA teacher, Oak Middle School
Nga Huynh, Director of School Counseling, Shrewsbury High School
Jenn DiFrancesca, Director of Social Sciences, Shrewsbury High School



Colonial Connections Advisory Board Continued...
PJ O’Connell, Assistant Principal, Shrewsbury High School
Kathleen Keohane and Michelle Biscotti, Coordinators of Development 
and Volunteer Activities
Mark Murray, Worcester Business Journal
Derek Canton, SHS Alumni, CEO and Founder of paerpay, Inc
Christina Hebert, Director of Early College Programming, QCC
Ashish Cowlagi, President, India Society of Worcester
Gina Kelly, Assistant Principal at Floral Street School
Kelly Landini, Local Business Partner
Mary Simone, General Manager of AC Hotel by Marriott, Worcester



Empowering Learners
Our Students, Our Legacy SHS Alumni and Student    

Mentoring Program



Colonial Fund: Establishing an Alumni Network 
Through Outreach



To make a donation, you can scan 
this code with your phone, or visit 
the Colonial Fund website 
at https://schools.shrewsburyma.
gov/future/donate-now

https://schools.shrewsburyma.gov/future/donate-now


Enhanced Well-Being of All
SHS Volunteer Fair SPS Virtual 5k



15-40 Connection Shares Life-Saving Training 
with SHS Students and Staff



Social Emotional Learning: Coordinating Classroom, 
Schoolwide, Family, and Community Practices

*self-awareness *self-management *social-awareness 

*relationship skills *responsible decision making

Effective SEL programming consists of the following elements:

1. Sequenced: connected and coordinated sets of activities to foster skills 
development

2. Active: active forms of learning to help students master new skills
3. Focused: emphasis on developing personal and social skills
4. Explicit: targeting specific social and emotional skills (Durlak et al., 2010, 2011)



Ongoing Efforts: Social Emotional Learning and 
the Shrewsbury Wellness Advisory Committee

Students are more successful in school and 
daily life when they:

➢ Know and can manage themselves
➢ Understand the perspectives of others and 

relate effectively with them
➢ Make sound choices about personal and 

social decisions
➢ Gain more positive attitudes toward oneself, 

others, and tasks including enhanced self-
efficacy, confidence, persistence, empathy, 
connection and a sense of purpose

➢ More positive social behaviors and 
relationships with peers and adults

➢ Reduced discipline issues and risk-
taking behavior

➢ Decreased emotional distress
➢ Improved test scores, grades, and 

attendance
(e.g., Hawkins, Kosterman, Catalano, Hill, & Abbott, 2008; 
Jones, Greenberg, & Crowley, 2015).



For Staff, By Staff Wellness Offerings



Community Engagement 
Seniors vs. Seniors Trivia Competition

SHS Seniors partner with Shrewsbury Seniors in a lively trivia competition



Communicating with the Community



Celebrating Community Efforts



Thank you to students, staff, families, 
alumni, and community partners for 

your generous support of our schools. 
We continue to ask for your help as 

we navigate through these 
extraordinary times.


