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Dear friends of AMBS,
At AMBS, we pay close attention to Jesus’ exhortation: “Let
anyone with ears to hear listen” (Mark 4:23). Listening is at the heart of
our work: Listening to the Spirit. Listening to each other. Listening to the
Scriptures. Listening to the church. Listening to our neighbors. Listening
to discern what is truthful in the accounts of local, national and world
events. Listening in order to hear how we are called to be messengers who
announce peace, who bring good news, who announce salvation, who say
to Zion, “Your God reigns!” (Isaiah 52:7)
You are an important partner in helping us to listen well. Thank
you for your generous support of AMBS’s mission. This year we will
celebrate the conclusion of the Hearts on Fire campaign, which through
June 2018 has secured $8.5 million in gifts and commitments to endow
scholarships for our students — who this year come from 16 countries in
addition to the U.S. and Canada. Thanks to your generosity, AMBS received $1,771,146 for our Annual Fund, the highest giving since 2005–06.
We are celebrating! And we were able to grow our AMBS endowments
by $1.5 million.
While fear stalks our news cycles, real faith is alive and well at
AMBS — rooted in love and unshakeable in hope. Your generosity frees
us to listen well to the living Word. Day after day, our listening frees us
from fear and renews our love for God and neighbor. We come to know
with confidence that when Christ reigns, love casts out fear.

Sara Wenger Shenk, AMBS President

AMBS SNAPSHOT
FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2017–18

115

Number of students in
academic year 2018–19
(including Journey)
Up from 109 last year
• 7 Canadian
• 21 international*
• 55 men
• 60 women

44%

MDiv students studying
through MDiv Connect
25 of the 57 students
enrolled in the Master
of Divinity program are
studying at a distance.

50%

Average financial aid
and scholarships given
to 2018–19 students
Total tuition: $657,680
Less financial aid
($369,384)
Net tuition: $288,296

*highest number ever at AMBS

$14,000
Savings since lighting
project began in 2015
AMBS has saved 100,000
kWh since installing
Elkhart’s largest solar array
(60kW) in April 2017.

6+

Acres of restored
native prairie on
Elkhart campus
Including more than 50
species of wildflowers
and grasses

3,077

Total AMBS alumni

• 2,688 total living alumni
• 14% of alumni are donors
• 707 alumni are part
of the AMBS Alumni
Facebook Group

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary serves the
church as a learning community with an Anabaptist
vision, educating followers of Jesus Christ to be leaders
for God’s reconciling mission in the world.

AMBS will become an Anabaptist learning community
that makes theological education accessible to and
welcoming of Christians of increasingly diverse
traditions, ethnicities and races to reflect more fully
God’s purposes of unity and justice.

21

Graduates in May 2018
Types of degrees
• 12 Master of Divinity
• 6 Master of Arts
• 3 Graduate Certificate in
Theological Studies

632

27

• Workshops: 394
(including Reading the
Bible with Jesus)
• Pastors and Leaders: 161
• Short Courses: 55
• Spiritual Guidance: 13
• Journey program: 9

From nine countries: Burkina
Faso, Canada, Colombia,
Ethiopia, Mexico, Netherlands,
U.K., U.S. and Zimbabwe

Church Leadership
Center participants

$1.771M

$1.5M

Donor contributions to
Annual Fund

Growth of AMBS
endowments this year

Most dollars contributed
since 2005–06 academic
year

Endowment value on
June 30, 2018: $19,599,361

Anabaptist Witness
online journal authors

Including pastors, mission workers
and administrators, seminary
faculty, and Canadian and U.S.
denominational staff

5

Contribution sources
•
•
•
•
•

Individuals: 58%
Estate gifts: 28%
Foundations: 5%
Congregations: 7%
Menno organizations 2%

Rooted in the Word, Growing in Christ

CURRENT FUND
Auxiliary

INCOME
9%

9%

Contributions
$1,771,146

5%

Investment income & transfers
18%

Contributions
Investment income
and transfers
Net tuition income
$1,029,617

30%
52%

Academic
programs
$1,980,658

Advance

Administrative
$691,277

Academi

Advancement
$626,780
Auxiliary/other
$167,322

Net tuition income
$288,296
Total: $3,390,908 (100%)

Auxiliary

57%

20%

Auxiliary/other
$301,849

EXPENSES

Total: $3,466,037 (100%)

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
Assets
Cash and cash
equivalents
Receivables
Prepaid expenses
and other assets
Insurance deposits
Investments
Land, buildings
and equipment
Beneficial interest
   in remainder trust
Total assets

2018

2017

   $1,013,748

  $1,641,169

  11,536

148,847

34,820

  68,817

   360,716  
19,585,191

  217,128
18,109,526

   7,593,489

  7,821,192

43,289

41,036

$28,642,789 $28,047,715

Liabilities and net assets
Liabilities
Current liabilities
Long-term liabilities

2018
  $291,667
   115,397

2017
  $336,522
  132,024

$407,064

$468,546

2018
  $10,340,450
  4,953,432
  12,941,843  

2017
  $10,489,679
4,030,440
  13,059,050  

Total net assets

$28,235,725

$27,579,169

Total liabilities
and net assets

$28,642,789

$28,047,715

Total liabilities
Net assets
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Permanently restricted

Photo: Henok Mekonin (front) of Nazreth, Oromiya, Ethiopia, visits the Center for Community Justice in Elkhart with fellow incoming students
(l. to r.) Salomé Haldemann of Strasbourg, France; Kajsa Herrstrom of Champaign, Illinois; and Talashia Keim Yoder of Goshen, Indiana; during
their Leadership Education in Anabaptist Perspective orientation course. (Credit: Peter Ringenberg)
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