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Christ Centered Learning from Wittenberg to  
Concordia College–New York  

From the start, the living Lutheran tradition has accentuated and actualized the 
concordance of scholarship and Christ-centered vocations of grace, contemplation 
and action.1 Wittenberg’s university and parishes were the epicenter of the Lutheran 
Reformation. Concordia College–New York is a Christian institution in the Lutheran 
tradition, a diverse and Christ-centered liberal arts college, preparing students for lives 
of service to church and world. By Word and Spirit, we seek here at Concordia to study 
and serve in the convergences of faith and reason, theology and the liberal arts and 
professional studies, Christian college and Lutheran congregations. Our congruence is 
Jesus Christ, the Logos��:RUG��PDGH�ÀHVK��WKH�ZLVGRP�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�*RG��ZKR�FDPH�
not to be served, but to serve and give his life for the salvation of the world.2 

,Q�DQ�DJH�GRPLQDWHG�E\�WKH�ÀX[�RI�PDWHULDOLVP�DQG�]HLWJHLVW�RI�WKH�WUDQVLWRU\��ZH�DUH�
committed to transforming the lives of our students in time and for eternity through 
a dynamic Christ-centered education where Jerusalem (faith) interacts with Athens 
DQG�:LWWHQEHUJ��UHDVRQ�DV�LOOXPLQHG�E\�&KULVW��LQ�DOO�LWV�WUDQVFHQGHQWDO�FRPSOH[LWLHV�
and fullness.3 As a college in the Lutheran tradition, we are dedicated to the pursuit of 
DFDGHPLF�H[FHOOHQFH�LQ�WKH�VSLULW�RI�GLVFRYHU\�DV�HQWKUDOOHG�E\�WKH�ZRQGHU�WKH�FUHDWHG�
universe evokes.4 And as a Christ-centered college, we are devoted to inspiring our 
VWXGHQWV�ZKR�FRPH�IURP�YDULRXV�EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�FRQWH[WV�WR�OLYH�OLYHV�RI�IDLWK�DQG�

1 In the catholic (western) medieval theological tradition (from which the Lutheran church and 
PRYHPHQW�DULVHV���FRQWHPSODWLRQ�LV�FRXSOHG�ZLWK�DFWLRQ�DV�IDLWK�LV�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�FKDULW\�RI�
WKH�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH��VHH�IRU�H[DPSOH��7KRPDV�$TXLQDV��Summa Theologiæ�,,D,, ��TV������������
/HDUQLQJ�ZKR�-HVXV�LV�DQG�ZK\�KH�PDWWHUV�DGGUHVVHV�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�NQRZOHGJH��
but also includes matters of the heart and forming habits of virtue and service.   

2 7KH�(QJOLVK�ZRUG�VHFXODULVP�LV�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�/DWLQ�saecularis: worldly, secular, pertaining 
WR�D�JHQHUDWLRQ�RU�DJH��2Q�VHFXODULVP��VHH�&KDUOHV�7D\ORU��A Secular Age (Cambridge, MA: 
+DUYDUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV���������0DWHULDOLVP�LV�DV�ROG�DV�/XFUHWLXV�DQG�(SLFXUXV��EXW�KDV�
PRUSKHG�LQWR�QHZ�H[SUHVVLRQV�LQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ��DQG�LQFUHDVLQJO\�JOREDOL]HG��DJQRVWLF�PLOLHX�RI�
VKLIWLQJ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�DQG�RYHUHPSKDVLV�RQ�VHOI��SRZHU�DQG�YDOXH�ZLWKRXW�*RG��&I���$GDP�
6PLWK��&KDUOHV�'DUZLQ��)ULHGULFK�1LHW]VFKH��WR�QDPH�MXVW�D�IHZ�LQÀXHQFHV���-RKQ�����������
&RULQWKLDQV�������&RORVVLDQV������0DWWKHZ��������&I���3URYHUEV����3DWULVWLF�DQG�RUWKRGR[�
&KULVWRORJ\�FRQIHVVHV�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�VFRSH�DQG�H[FOXVLYHQHVV�RI�WKH�Logos as pre-incarnate 
:RUG�DQG�:LVGRP��DQG�LQFDUQDWH�0HVVLDK�DV�WKH�ZD\��WUXWK�DQG�OLIH��-RKQ��������

3 $FWV������$FWV�����������&I���7HUWXOOLDQ��Prescriptions Against the Heretics��-XVWLQ�0DUW\U��
Dialogue with Trypho��FKDSWHUV�,,�9,,,��&OHPHQW�RI�$OH[DQGULD��Miscellanies. On time and 
eternity, note the Christian medieval concept of aeviternity. 

4 Aristotle, Metaphysics ,�����/XWKHU¶V�H[SODQDWLRQ�WR�WKH�¿UVW�DUWLFOH�RI�WKH�$SRVWOHV¶�&UHHG�LQ�
The Small Catechism. 
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service with meaning and purpose as directed by Divine providence. Indeed, as Saint 
$XJXVWLQH�YRLFHV��RXU�KHDUWV�DUH�UHVWOHVV�XQWLO�WKH\�¿QG�VLJQL¿FDQFH�DQG�ZKROHQHVV�LQ�
*RG�5 At Concordia College–New York, Christ-centered education and vocation are 
UHDOL]HG�LQ�RXU�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�FRPH�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�ULJKW�QH[W�GRRU���

Concordia College and Lutheran Education:  
Biblical Education vs. Education for the Bible

Concordia College–New York proudly operates within this Wittenberg educational 
WUDGLWLRQ��ZKLFK�IURP�LWV�ELUWK�ZDV�H[SDQVLYH�ERWK�LQ�LWV�RXWORRN�DQG�LWV�LQFOXVLRQ�
and which had educational reform both as one of its goals and one of its means.6�7KH�
Reformation was heavily dependent on the humanist educational foundations that were 
ODLG�SULRU�WR�WKH�IXOO�ÀRZHULQJ�RI�WKH�5HIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�PLG�����V�7  As a result 
Lutheran education was not a simple Biblicism that rejected a robust humanist education. 
7R�WKH�FRQWUDU\��³WKHUH�ZDV�PXFK�OHVV�GLUHFW�WHDFKLQJ�RI�WKH�%LEOH�LQ�WKH�SURWHVWDQW�
VFKRROV�RI�FHQWUDO�(XURSH�WKDQ�LV�FRPPRQO\�VXSSRVHG�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�QRW�KDG�DFFHVV�
to the original sources.”8�7KH�DLP�RI�WKH�UHIRUPHUV�ZDV�QRW�VLPSO\�WR�UHSODFH�WKH�KXPDQLVW�

5 Augustine, Confessions�,��L��$V�$XJXVWLQH�DI¿UPV��*RG�¿QGV�IDOOHQ�KXPDQLW\�HYHQ�DV�KH�
IRXQG�$XJXVWLQH��)RU�$XJXVWLQH��*RG�LV�)DWKHU��6RQ��+RO\�6SLULW��LQFDUQDWH�:RUG��L�H���ZKDW�
$XJXVWLQH�GLG�QRW�UHDG�RU�¿QG�LQ�WKH�3ODWRQLVWV�RU�WKH�SKLORVRSKHUV��Confessions�9,,��[[�[[L����

6 0H\HU��&��6���������0HODQFKWKRQ�DV�HGXFDWRU�DQG�KXPDQLVW��LQ�Concordia Theological 
Monthly��������������

7 6SLW]��/����������+XPDQLVP�DQG�WKH�SURWHVWDQW�5HIRUPDWLRQ��LQ�Renaissance Humanism (pp. 
����������3KLODGHOSKLD��8QLY��RI�3HQQV\OYDQLD�3U��

8 Green, L. (1972). The Bible in sixteenth century humanist education. in Studies in the Renaissance, 
19. p. 113
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and monastic-based educational systems with a Bible-focused pedagogical program. 
7KH�DLP�RI�WKH�UHIRUPHUV�ZDV�QRW�DQ�DQWL�&DWKROLF�%LEOLFLVP��EXW�UDWKHU�ZDV�RQ�UHOLJLRXV�
HGXFDWLRQ�DV�D�ZKROH��RI�ZKLFK�WKH�%LEOH�SOD\HG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�EXW�QRW�H[FOXVLYH�UROH�9     

Lutheran Education and the Community:  
Education for Church and Society

Neither was Lutheran education solely about preparing church workers. Rather the 
UHIRUPHUV�TXLFNO\�DGDSWHG�WR�PHHW�WKH�FRPSOH[�VRFLHWDO�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�WKHLU�GD\��/XWKHU��
KLPVHOI��EHOLHYHG�WKDW�HGXFDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�ERWK�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�VHFXODU�EHQH¿WV���,Q�KLV�
Sermon on Keeping Children in School, he argues that education was necessary not just 
to provide clergy for the church but also workers for the good and protection of the state,

,I�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�FDQ�FRPSHO�VXFK�RI�LWV�VXEMHFWV�DV�DUH�¿W�IRU�PLOLWDU\�VHUYLFH�WR�
carry pike and musket, man the ramparts, and do other kinds of work in time of 
war, how much for can it and should it compel its subjects to keep their children 
in school. For there is a worse war on, a war with the very devil, who is out to 
secretly sap the strength of the cities and principalities, emptying them of their 
able persons until he has bored out the pit and left only an empty shell of useless 
people whom he can manipulate and toy with as he will.10

/XWKHU�ZDV�QRW�DORQH�DPRQJ�WKH�UHIRUPHUV�LQ�H[WROOLQJ�WKH�VRFLHWDO�DGYDQWDJHV�RI�
education. Melanchthon in his discourse In Praise of the New School, credits education 
ZLWK�EHQH¿WLQJ�WKH�VWDWH�E\�SUHYHQWLQJ�FLWL]HQV�IURP�EHFRPLQJ�EDUEDULDQV11 and argues 
that without good literature, religion and good laws cannot endure.12 Historian Mark 
1ROO�VXPPDUL]HV�WKH�WZR�IROG�EHQH¿WV�WKDW�WKH�/XWKHUDQ�UHIRUPHUV�EHOLHYHG�HGXFDWLRQ�
XOWLPDWHO\�SURYLGHV��³,Q�VKRUW��SURSHU�&KULVWLDQ�HGXFDWLRQ�ZDV�UHJDUGHG�DV�QRWKLQJ�OHVV�
than the foundation of Christian life and guarantee of stability in the world at large.”13

It should not be surprising that given the humanistic climate and the tremendous societal 
need under which Luther and Melanchthon carried out their reforms, that their school 
FXUULFXOXP�UHÀHFWHG�D�EURDG�EDVHG�KXPDQLVW�DSSURDFK�WR�HGXFDWLRQ���&XULRXVO\��WKRXJK��
although the study of the Bible took place, it was never the central activity of the 
reformed education curriculum.14�7KH�JRDO�ZDV�QRW�D�%LEOLFDO�HGXFDWLRQ�EXW�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�
that had Biblical and religious foundations..

9 Ibid p. 133.

10 /XWKHU��0����������Sermon on Keeping Children in School��LQ�/XWKHU¶V�:RUNV������������
3KLODGHOSKLD��)RUWUHVV�3UHVV��SS��������

11 0HODQFKWKRQ��3����������In Praise of the New School. in A Melanchthon Reader, New York, P. 
/DQJ��������S������

12 Ibid p. 63.

13 1ROO��0��$����������7KH�HDUOLHVW�3URWHVWDQWV�DQG�WKH�UHIRUPDWLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��Westminster 
Theological Journal, 43�����S������

14 *UHHQ��/����������7KH�%LEOH�LQ�VL[WHHQWK�FHQWXU\�KXPDQLVW�HGXFDWLRQ��LQ�Studies in the 
Renaissance,�����S������
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Melanchthon believed that true religion was rooted in sound learning and as such there 
ZDV�D�GLYLQH�FRPPDQG�RI�*RG�WR�VWXG\�DQG�OHDUQ�WKDW�VXSHUVHGHG�DQG�PDWHULDO�JDLQ�
motivation to study particular subjects.  For Melanchthon, educational curriculum was to 
remain focused on a broad classical liberal arts education, and should include music and 
the arts, regardless of one’s ultimate career aspirations.15  Luther, likewise, recommended 
that the classics of literature be made available for all levels of society.16      

Education for Society:  
The Expansive Lutheran Approach

7KH�5HIRUPDWLRQ¶V�QHZ�WKHRORJLFDO�HPSKDVHV�OHG�WR�DQ�RSHQLQJ�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�SRVVLELOLW\�
for a wider socio-economic class,

It was the reformers’ doctrine of the priesthood of believers that moved 
education in a democratic liberalizing direction. If there was no special class of 
SULHVWV�XQLTXHO\�VDQFWLRQHG�E\�*RG��WKHQ�DOO�EHOLHYHUV�QHHGHG�WR�SDUWDNH�RI�WKH�
VDPH�ERG\�RI�&KULVWLDQ�NQRZOHGJH��7KH�UHIRUPHUV�DOVR�KHOG�D�KLJK�YLHZ�RI�WKH�
VSKHUHV�RI�OLIH�FUHDWHG�E\�*RG��QR�OHJDO�RFFXSDWLRQ�ZDV�GLVKRQRUDEOH�17

7KH�QHZ�WKHRORJLFDO�HPSKDVHV�KDG�D�SUDFWLFDO�LPSHWXV�LQ�LPSHOOLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�WR�EURDGHU�
EDVH�RI�FLWL]HQU\��³)LUVW��WKH�HOLWH�HGXFDWLRQ�IRU�PLQLVWHUV�DQG�UXOHUV�ZDV�RIIHUHG�WR�WKRVH�
who would never be ministers or magistrates.  Second, and most radically, education 
began to be designed for the one who would never preach or govern.”18

Luther believed that education had a broader societal value than simply training 
LQGLYLGXDOV��³,I�DOO�PDQQHU�RI�SUREOHPV�DUH�WR�EH�GHDOW�ZLWK�VXFFHVVIXOO\��WKHQ�WKH�\RXQJ�
people who are to live and govern on this earth after us must be trained and guided 
accordingly.”19��/XWKHU�DGYRFDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�*HUPDQ�QREOHV�WKDW�HGXFDWLRQ�RXJKW�WR�EH�
VHHQ�DV�DQ�LQYHVWPHQW��³0\�GHDU�VLUV��LI�ZH�KDYH�WR�VSHQG�VXFK�ODUJH�VXPV�HYHU\�\HDU�RQ�
guns, roads, bridges, dams, and countless similar items to insure the temporal peace and 
prosperity of a city, why should not much more be devoted to the poor neglected youth – 
at least enough to engage one or two competent men to teach school?”20  

His belief in the societal value of education led Luther to praise the city of Nürnberg 

15 0H\HU��&��6���������0HODQFKWKRQ�DV�HGXFDWRU�DQG�KXPDQLVW��LQ�Concordia Theological 
Monthly������S��������

16 6SLW]��/����������+XPDQLVP�DQG�WKH�SURWHVWDQW�5HIRUPDWLRQ��LQ�Renaissance Humanism (pp. 
����������3KLODGHOSKLD��8QLY��RI�3HQQV\OYDQLD�3U��

17 1ROO��0��$����������7KH�HDUOLHVW�3URWHVWDQWV�DQG�WKH�UHIRUPDWLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��Westminster 
Theological Journal, 43�����S�������

18  ibid.

19 /XWKHU��0����������Exposition of Psalm 127�LQ�/XWKHU¶V�:RUNV�������������3KLODGHOSKLD��
0XKOHQEHUJ�3UHVV��S������

20 /XWKHU��0����������To the Councilmen of All Cities in Germany that they Establish and 
Maintain Christian Schools.�LQ�/XWKHU¶V�:RUNV�������������3KLODGHOSKLD��0XKOHQEHUJ� 
3UHVV��S������
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for supporting the school founded by Melanchthon, and for providing free education 
to her citizens.21  While the Reformation maintained much of the humanist emphasis 
in education, there was also growing concern for broadening the educational audience, 
³:KHQ�WKH�OHVV�HQGXULQJ�YDOXHV�RI�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�5HQDLVVDQFH�EHJDQ�WR�IDGH�DZD\��WKHVH�
evangelical successors almost imperceptibly converted it from an elite to a popular 
movement, and institutionalized much of humanism in the school, church, and state, so 
that the movement became a part of the life of every Protestant community.”22     

Expansive Lutheran Education:  
Education for society, for all

:KLOH�KXPDQLVW�HGXFDWRUV�OLNH�(UDVPXV�EHJDQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�FDOOLQJ�IRU�WKH�LPSURYHPHQW�
RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH���th century, it remained limited in scope. 
6LQFH�(UDVPXV�KHOG�WKDW�RQH�RI�WKH�NH\�SXUSRVHV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�ZDV�VHUYLFH�WR�VRFLHW\��
and since women could not have societal roles, the theory of providing education to 
women and girls on a large scale reached a pragmatic dead end as the best that most 
QRQ�DULVWRFUDWLF�ZRPHQ�FRXOG�KRSH�IRU�ZDV�WR�EH�D�ZLIH�DQG�PRWKHU��7KXV��HYHQ�WKH�
educational programs reformed by the humanists still maintained a predominantly 
aristocratic clientele.

/XWKHU¶V�DLP�LQ�DGYRFDWLQJ�IRU�HGXFDWLRQ�IRU�ZRPHQ�ZDV�XQLTXH�ERWK�LQ�WKDW�LW�ZDV�
H[SOLFLWO\�D�SDUW�RI�KLV�UHIRUP�SURJUDP��DQG�LQ�WKDW�LW�KDG�D�JRDO�QRW�RI�WUDLQLQJ�JLUOV�KRZ�
to complete household chores23, but in forming them to be better Christians and citizens.24  
In his letter To the Christian Nobility, Luther encourages them to include girls in their 
UHIRUP�RI�WKH�VFKRROV��³$QG�ZRXOG�WR�*RG�WKDW�HYHU\�WRZQ�KDG�D�JLUOV¶�VFKRRO�DV�ZHOO��
ZKHUH�WKH�JLUOV�ZRXOG�EH�WDXJKW�WKH�JRVSHO�IRU�DQ�KRXU�HYHU\�GD\�HLWKHU�LQ�*HUPDQ�RU�LQ�
Latin.”25��$OWKRXJK�FRPSOHWH�HJDOLWDULDQLVP�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VH[HV�ZDV�QRW�D�SDUW�RI�/XWKHU¶V�
educational plan, his approach nevertheless was progressive for its day, 

Higher education is reserved for male students. Yet when Luther calls 
IRU�TXDOL¿HG�ZRPHQ�WR�EHFRPH�WHDFKHUV��KH�WDNHV�D�VWHS�WRZDUG�D�PRUH�
comprehensive education of women. Women would need to be given special 
training to enable them to work as teachers. And, as we have seen, Luther 
forcefully advocates the institution of schools for girls.26

21 /XWKHU��0����������Sermon on Keeping Children in School��LQ�/XWKHU¶V�:RUNV������������
3KLODGHOSKLD��)RUWUHVV�3UHVV����������

22 *UHHQ��/����������7KH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�5HIRUPDWLRQ��History of Education 
Quarterly���������S�����

23 6RZDUGV��-����������(UDVPXV�DQG�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ��Sixteenth Century Journal, 13�����
������

24 0RRUH��&����������6FKRROV��The Maiden’s Mirror: Reading Material for German Girls in the 
16th and 17th Centuries��:LHVEDGHQ��2WWR�+DUUDVVRZLW]��������

25 /XWKHU��0����������To the Christian Nobility�LQ�/XWKHU¶V�:RUNV�������������3KLODGHOSKLD��
)RUWUHVV�3UHVV��S������

26 6FKXOWH��$����������0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�DQG�IHPDOH�HGXFDWLRQ��Currents In Theology And Mission, 
29�����S������
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+XPDQLVW�VFKRODU�/RZHOO�*UHHQ�QRWHV�WKDW�³DOWKRXJK�/XWKHU¶V�HGXFDWLRQDO�LGHDV�ZHUH�
generally linked to the social structure of his time according to which the woman’s place 
was in the home, he also wrote of the possibilities of a professional career for young 
ZRPHQ���,QWHOOHFWXDOO\�TXDOL¿HG�JLUOV�VKRXOG�VWXG\�WKH�OLEHUDO�DUWV��OLNH�WKHLU�EURWKHUV��
among the available vocations he pointed out the need for female teachers.”27��7KLV�VPDOO�
EXW�VLJQL¿FDQW�VKDWWHULQJ�RI�DQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�JODVV�FHLOLQJ�LV�DQRWKHU�LPSRUWDQW�OHJDF\�RI�
Lutheran education.

7KH�FXUULFXOXP�RI�VFKRROV�IRU�ZRPHQ�YDULHG�E\�UHIRUPHG�WHUULWRU\���,Q�:LWWHQEHUJ��ZKHUH�
/XWKHU�DQG�-RKDQQHV�%XJHQKDJHQ�KHOSHG�WR�IRXQG�WKH�JLUOV¶�VFKRRO��WKH������VFKRRO�
regulations give some indication of the approach,

&ODVVHV�ZHUH�WDXJKW�RQ�DOO�ZRUNLQJ�GD\V��7KH�PRUQLQJ�VHVVLRQV�ZHUH�GHYRWHG�
to learning to read, to practicing reading, and to repeating what had been read. 
7KRVH�ZKR�KDG�PDVWHUHG�UHDGLQJ�ZHUH�JLYHQ�OHVVRQV�LQ�ZULWLQJ�DIWHU�OXQFK�IURP�
���WR���SP��)ROORZLQJ�WKLV��WKH�VLQJLQJ�RI�SVDOPV�DQG�WKH�SUDFWLFLQJ�RI�VFDOHV�
were scheduled. In due course the girls were also supposed to learn the numbers 
and some arithmetic. Wednesday and Saturday mornings were reserved for 
FDWHFKLVP�OHVVRQV��7KH�JLUOV�KDG�D�OXQFKWLPH�EUHDN��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�FODVVHV�RQ�
Sunday.28

It was not a Biblicist approach designed to teach women to read the Bible. Rather, Luther 
EHOLHYHG�WKDW��³JLUOV�DV�ZHOO�DV�ER\V�VKRXOG�OHDUQ�QRW�RQO\�UHOLJLRQ�EXW�DOVR�KLVWRU\��FODVVLFDO�
and modern languages, literature, music, and mathematics.”29  Compulsory school 
attendance for boys and girls became the norm throughout many of the protestant territories,  

Württemberg inaugurated compulsory school attendance for all boys and 
JLUOV�LQ�������%XW�WKLV�ZDV�QRW�WKH�¿UVW�RFFXUUHQFH�RI�FRPSXOVRU\�DWWHQGDQFH�
IRU�*HUPDQ\��$OUHDG\�LQ�������'XNH�(UQHVW�WKH�'HYRXW�RI�6D[H�*RWKD�KDG�
LQVWLWXWHG�FRPSXOVRU\�HGXFDWLRQ�IRU�DOO�ER\V�DQG�JLUOV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI���DQG�
����DQG�LW�DSSHDUV�WKDW�+HVVHQ�'DUPVWDGW�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�VWLOO�HDUOLHU��7KHUH�ZDV�
also a strong emphasis upon female education.30��SS�������    

Christ Centered Diversity from Wittenberg  
to Concordia College–New York     

(GXFDWLRQ�IRU�DOO�DQG�WKLQNLQJ�FULWLFDOO\�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLYHO\�DUH�WHQHWV�RI�WKH�/XWKHUDQ�
5HIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�SULQFLSOHV�RI�WKH�OLYLQJ�/XWKHUDQ�WUDGLWLRQ��7KRXJK�KLV�DFDGHPLF�
FDUHHU�DQG�PLQLVWU\�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�IRU�WKH�ZRUOG��/XWKHU�EHTXHDWKHG�WR�WKH�/XWKHUDQ�
tradition as embodied in Concordia College, the underlying pedagogical fundamentals 

27 *UHHQ��/����������7KH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�5HIRUPDWLRQ��History of Education 
Quarterly���������S�����

28 6FKXOWH��$����������0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�DQG�IHPDOH�HGXFDWLRQ��Currents In Theology And Mission, 
29�����S����������

29 *UHHQ��/����������7KH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�5HIRUPDWLRQ��History of Education 
Quarterly���������S�����

30  Ibid S�������



9

of communicating effectively, critical and creative thinking, and the Christian faith and 
ethos.31�7KH�5HIRUPDWLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�OLEHUDO�DUWV�DQG�HPSKDVLV�RQ�
YRFDWLRQ�WKDW�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��SDULVKHV��VFKRROV�DQG�SXEOLF�VTXDUH�RI�:LWWHQEHUJ�
LQ�WKH�VL[WHHQWK�FHQWXU\�FRQWLQXHV�WR�¿QG�IUXLWLRQ�DQG�H[SDQVLRQ�LQ�WKH�G\QDPLF�DQG�
diverse intersection of Concordia College, metropolitan New York, and the world.   

Saint Augustine famously described and delineated the world and history as the 
LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHPSRUDO�FLW\�RI�KXPDQLW\�DQG�WKH�HYHUODVWLQJ�FLW\�RI�*RG�32�7KH�FLW\�
RI�KXPDQLW\�LV�FUHDWHG�E\�*RG�EXW�IDOOHQ�LQWR�VLQ�DQG�FRQVHTXHQWO\�ZLOO�QRW�HQGXUH��7KH�
FLW\�RI�*RG�LV�IURP�DERYH�DQG�ZLOO�ODVW�IRUHYHU��,W�H[LVWV�QRZ�KLGGHQ�LQ�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK��
hope and love, and waiting to be revealed when Christ returns. For Luther, following 
Scripture and the Augustinian theological tradition, Christians live between the kingdom 
of the left (temporal authority and government), and the kingdom of the right (the church 
where the gospel is proclaimed and sacraments administered).33 Vocation means living 
OLYHV�RI�IDLWK�KLGGHQ�ZLWK�*RG�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��EXW�FOHDUO\�DFWLYH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DV�VDOW�DQG�
light.34�7KXV��WKH�&KULVWLDQ�LV�IUHH�RI�DOO��DQG�VHUYDQW�RI�DOO��LQ�DQG�WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW�
ZKR�LV�ERWK�*RG�DQG�PDQ��LQ¿QLWH�DQG�¿QLWH�35�7KH�SDVVLYH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�*RG�¿QGV�LWV�

31 /XWKHU¶V�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�%LEOH�LQWR�WKH�YHUQDFXODU�DQG�6PDOO�DQG�/DUJH�&DWHFKLVPV�H[SUHVV�
KLV�HPSKDVLV�RQ�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�FOHDUO\�DQG�HIIHFWLYHO\��7KH�+HLGHOEHUJ�'LVSXWDWLRQ��������
DQG�/HLS]LJ�'HEDWH��������LQ�SDUWLFXODU�SURIHVV�KLV�SHQFKDQW�IRU�FULWLFDO�DQG�FUHDWLYH�WKLQNLQJ��
Luther’s entire life and ministry testify the Christian faith and ethos.  

32 Augustine, City of God bk I.  

33 Luther, Temporal Authority: To What Extent it Should be Obeyed. Cf., Luther, The Freedom 
of a Christian�DQG�WKH�/XWKHUDQ�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQWV�DQG�SURPLVHV�RI�*RG�
�/DZ�DQG�*RVSHO���DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�WZR�NLQGV�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��SDVVLYH�DQG�DFWLYH��DV�IRXQG�LQ�
Luther’s Lectures on Galatians. 

34 &RORVVLDQV������0DWWKHZ����������

35 Luther, The Freedom of a Christian��/HR¶V�Tome. 
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&KULVWRFHQWULF�QH[XV�LQ�WKH�DFWLYH�JRRG�ZRUNV�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�36 For Luther, the world, in 
all its variation and opportunities for service, provides daily intersections for faith to be 
active in love and vocation to be made purposeful by grace.37    

&RQFRUGLD�&ROOHJH�LV�D�SROLV�LQ�WKH�/XWKHUDQ�DQG�$XJXVWLQLDQ�WUDGLWLRQ��D�XQLTXH�DQG�
diverse community of faculty, staff and students where education and training for careers 
intersect with meaning and purpose as found in the person and work of Jesus Christ.38 
And Concordia College intersects with metropolitan New York, the largest urban area in 
the United States and one of the most diverse cities in the history of the world, and all the 
opportunities and resources the city provides for learning and service. Our intersecting 
values at Concordia include academic integrity and investigation, cultural sensitivities 
DQG�H[SUHVVLRQV��VHUYLFH�DQG�H[SHULHQWLDO�OHDUQLQJ��FULWLFDO�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLYH�TXHVWLRQV�
in the pursuit of truth.39 We are guided by the abiding belief that Jesus Christ, who is 
the same, yesterday, today and forever, intersects the life and ethos of our multicultural 
college community.40�,Q�WKH�GDLO\�LQWHUVHFWLRQV�RI�FODVVURRP�DQG�FKDSHO��SOD\LQJ�¿HOG� 
DQG�ODE��¿HOGZRUN�DQG�FOLQLFDOV��WKH�FRPPRQV�DQG�GRUPV��ZH�VHHN�WR�JXLGH�RXU�VWXGHQWV�
in the discovery of who Jesus is and why he matters as they learn to navigate our diverse 
world.41 Our Lutheran identity at Concordia College–New York is articulated in our 
Christ centered commitment to faith and reason, service and scholarship, vocation  
and diversity.   

36 Luther, Sermon on Two Kinds of Righteousness���������coram Deo, coram mundo.

37 )RU�/XWKHU��WKH�ZRUOG��KRPH��ZRUNSODFH��XQLYHUVLW\��HWF���EHFRPHV�WKH�PRQDVWHU\�RU�FRQWH[W�RI�
VDFUHG�FDOOLQJV�DQG�OLYLQJ�LQ��ZLWK��DQG�XQGHU�WKH�XQPHULWHG�JUDFH�RI�*RG��/XWKHU��Sermon on 
the Three Kinds of Good Life for the Instruction of Consciences�RI�������Smalcald Articles III, 
�����2Q�IDLWK�DFWLYH�LQ�ORYH��Augsburg Confession IV, VI. 

38 3ROLV�LV�*UHHN�IRU�FLW\�DQG�LQFOXVLYH�LQ�VHPDQWLF�UDQJH�ZLWK�FLWL]HQV�DQG�ZKHUH�RQH�OHDUQV�WKH�
art of living together in society, thereby similar to what Concordia College–New York strives 
to accomplish in transforming lives of students to be citizens of both heaven and earth (the 
/XWKHUDQ�WKHRORJ\�RI�WKH�WZR�NLQJGRPV��3KLOLSSLDQV�������5RPDQV���������0DWWKHZ�����������
5HYHODWLRQ��������,Q�DQFLHQW�+HOOHQLF�SKLORVRSK\�WKH�VRXO�ZDV�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�FRPPRQZHDOWK�
and microcosm of the cosmic macrocosm (Plato, Republic). 

39 We are reminded of the medieval seven liberal arts and the original concept of the university: 
the trivium and the quadrivium: grammar, logic, rhetoric, arithmetic, geometry, music, and 
DVWURQRP\��7KH�PHDQLQJ�DQG�HW\PRORJ\�RI�trivium and quadrivium: where three or four vias 
or paths meet and form a whole, i.e., intersections leading to harmony and wisdom. Concordia 
College is also a universitas in the Lutheran tradition (universitas is Latin for the whole, 
total, the universe, and, literally, all turned toward and into one), a polis of higher learning of 
teachers, scholars, administrators, coaches and staff who instruct, serve and guide students 
through the intersections of faith and reason, vocations and the Lutheran understanding of the 
two kingdoms, and passive and active righteousness. As a whole (Concordia College–New 
York as Lutheran polis and universitas), we are turned toward Christ, the Word and Wisdom of 
*RG�DQG�6DYLRU�DQG�/RUG��WKH�2QH��)DWKHU��6RQ��6SLULW��ZKR�WXUQV�UHVWOHVV�KHDUWV�DQG�SURSHOV�
WKH�XQLYHUVH�LQ�UHYROXWLRQV�RI�ORYH��-HUHPLDK��������'DQWH��Paradiso, Canto XXXIII). 

40 +HEUHZV��������

41 0DUN���������(69��FHQWUDO�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW���³:KR�GR�\RX�VD\�WKDW�,�DP´�
�ZKR�LV�-HVXV�DQG�ZK\�KH�PDWWHUV���DQG�WKH�UHVSRQVH�RI�IDLWK��³<RX�DUH�WKH�&KULVW�´�<HW�WKH�
&KULVWRORJLFDO�WLWOHV�RI�0DUN¶V�*RVSHO�IROORZ�DQG�ÀRZ�IURP�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�RI�WKH�&KULVW�HYHQW��
WKH�LQFDUQDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQDO�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�&KULVW��0DUN������������



11



Concordia College–New York,  
a college of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,  

engages and nurtures a diverse student body in a  
Christ-centered, value-oriented, liberal arts education  

for lives of service to church and community.

171 White Plains Road, Bronxville NY  10708
800.937.2655/914.337.9300 • www.concordia-ny.edu


