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INTRODUCTION
The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) has released guidelines (seen below and can be
found more in depth at: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf) for
reopening schools after the COVID-19 shutdowns. As of July 17th, 2020 we are currently in Phase 4
which is a combination of in person/on-line learning. A committee made up of teachers, staff, and
administration has been working hard to develop a plan for reopening our schools safely. In developing
this plan, it has become clear that in order to align with these state guidelines, we need to alter schedules
to reduce class sizes.
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PLAN OPTIONS
With that in mind, our plan for the fall includes offering parents two options - Hybrid Learning
and Remote Learning. In both options, remote learning will be different from the spring. We look
forward to the day when the state moves to Phase 5, and we can have all our students together five days
a week in our classrooms. The two options are as follows:

Hybrid Learning
• A/B Days
• Partial In-Person Student Attendance

Remote Learning
• Remote Learning Model
• No In-Person Student Attendance
HYBRID LEARNING MODEL:
Based on a student's last name, they will have an assigned schedule of two in-person instruction
days and two remote instruction days each week. One day a week will be dedicated to whole class
remote instruction, individual student support, and teacher prep time.
The assigned schedules will be Group A attends on Monday and Tuesday and Group B attends
on Thursday and Friday. Wednesdays will combine whole class remote instruction, individual student
support, and teacher prep time.
Some students with special needs may attend school four days a week. This option would be
open to the following students: Early Childhood self-contained classes NOT preschool classes, and
students who receive ELA AND Math in a self-contained special education setting. Public health
guidelines, including requiring face coverings, will be followed.

REMOTE LEARNING MODEL:
All instruction will be delivered online. This option will be open to all students. Parents must
register their child for a full semester by noon on July 31, 2020. Due to staffing limits, parents cannot
select or drop this option after July 31, 2020.
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IMPORTANT CALENDAR DATES
Some changes to the calendar will have to be made in order to properly prepare for the
reopening. These changes are outlined below:
August 25: Teacher's Institute (already scheduled)
August 26: Teacher planning day/no student attendance
August 27: Teacher planning day/no student attendance
August 28: Teacher planning day/no student attendance
August 31: Meet your teacher/supply/log in pick up day
September 1: First official student attendance day

HYBRID LEARNING MODEL COMPONENTS
Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020-40, filed on June 4, 2020, strongly encourages
schools to reopen for in-person instruction in Phase 4. Kirby School District 140 worked with various
stakeholders and followed guidance from the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and the Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH) to open schools for in-person instruction with enhanced safety
precautions. This plan will be amended to comply with any additional specific safety requirements for
in-person instruction. This plan is designed to limit the mixing of students, provide appropriate social
distancing, allow for contact tracing, and maximize in-person instruction.

GENERAL SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
-

Require use of appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including face coverings.
Prohibit more than 50 individuals from gathering in one space.
Require social distancing whenever possible.
Conduct symptom screenings and temperature checks or require self-certification that individuals
entering school buildings are symptom free.
Increase cleaning and disinfection in all schools and buses.

MODIFIED PHYSICAL SPACES AND SPACE UTILIZATION
The maximum allowable distance between students will be maintained in relation to the physical size of
each space, which may not always be 6 ft. apart.
- Non-essential furniture and equipment will be removed from classrooms to maximize distance
between students.
- Students will have assigned seating.
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Some classes may be temporarily relocated to large areas like gyms and media centers to
maximize social distancing.
Only classroom teachers, administrators, and required support personnel will be allowed access
to the classroom.
Plexiglass barriers or partitions will be utilized when and where their use is appropriate.
o Main offices will be equipped with Plexiglass barriers or partitions to shield staff from
visitors that are required to enter buildings.
o Plexiglass barrier or partitions may be used in classrooms during individual or small
group instruction when social distancing cannot be maintained.
o Plexiglass barriers or partitions may be used to provide services to students who cannot
wear a face covering due to cognitive or physical disabilities.
o Related services and other support specialists working in close contact with students will
be provided Plexiglass barrier or partitions as appropriate.
Sharing of items among students will be minimized.
o When necessary, additional classroom supplies will be purchased to minimize sharing of
high-touch materials (i.e., art supplies, manipulatives) to a single student or groups of
students at a time. If shared, materials will be disinfected between uses.
o Each student will have their own technology device to eliminate sharing.
o Younger students will be discouraged from bringing personal items to school.
Student movement will be limited to assigned restrooms, designated recess areas, and specialized
instruction areas.
o Each classroom will be assigned a designated restroom for classroom restroom breaks.
All individual student restrooms.
o All specials (art, music, physical education, etc.) will take place within the classroom.
o Students will be escorted to recess in small groups and assigned designated areas in
groups of 50 or less.
Most communal areas will be closed.
o Playground equipment, media centers, computer labs, gyms, and other communal areas,
with the exception of designated recess areas, will be closed. These areas may be utilized
when deemed safe and appropriate by an administrator.
Fresh air ventilation will be increased in classrooms.
All assemblies and large gatherings will be cancelled.
Large communal spaces will be closed and large gatherings in excess of 50 will be prohibited.
o Students will each their lunch in their classroom.
All areas/surfaces used for eating will be sanitized before and after meals.
Access to the Nurse’s office will be limited based on symptoms and students exhibiting COVID19 symptoms will be isolated.
o Staff will follow new protocols for determining which medical needs warrant a visit to
the nurse’s office.
o Classrooms will be provided first aid supplies to allow teachers to attend to minor
health/medical needs (i.e., bandaids, etc.)

-

-

o Students and staff with COVID-19 symptoms will be isolated in a quarantine setting until
safe removal from school.
o Students will not be isolated alone.
The use of student lockers will be prohibited.
o All students are encouraged to utilize a backpack daily.
o Washable personal student items/apparel will be taken home daily.
Widespread safety signage will be posted.
o Signage will be posted throughout the buildings to remind students and staff of
mandatory procedures.
Traditional water fountains will be shut off.
o Each school is equipped with reusable water bottle fillers.
o Students will be trained on the appropriate use of water bottle fillers. Students will be
encouraged to bring a water bottle to school.
Restroom use will be designated by class and all restroom use will be tracked and logged.
o Each classroom will be assigned a designated restroom.
o Individual restroom use will be tracked and logged.

ACCESS TO SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
-

-

-

Visitors will be prohibited during the school day to the greatest extent possible.
o Nonessential visitors and activities involving external groups or organizations will be
restricted.
o Allowable visitors will be restricted to the main office.
o Drop boxes will be available in main office vestibules for material drop off.
IEP and 504 meetings will continue to take place electronically whenever possible.
Parent/Teacher conferences, curriculum nights, and back to school events will be modified or
held remotely.
o Conferences and back to school events will be modified or held via Zoom, pre-recorded
messaging, or conference call.
In person meetings at school and district offices will be by appointment only.
o Only meetings required to be held in person will be scheduled. All other meetings will
occur via Zoom or by telephone.

ACADEMIC AND CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAMS
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To minimize student movements and the mixing of students, all field trips will be canceled.
Extracurricular activities will be limited to those that can maintain social distancing, limit mixing
of students, and support proper hand hygiene.
o Some or all extracurricular activities will be suspended.
Band classes

-

-

-

-

o The band directors are currently working with administration, specific information will
be relayed as soon as the process is finalized.
Music classes
o Music teachers will work with building principals to identify safe and appropriate music
education for students.
o Music instruction will be provided to students in their classrooms.
P.E. classes
o Gyms will be closed for physical education use during Phase 4.
o Wellness activities will be provided to students in their classrooms.
o When deemed appropriate by the building administrator, physical education activities
may occur outdoors when weather permits.
o Sharing of equipment is prohibited.
Art classes
o Art classes will minimize the need for utilizing shared materials to the greatest extent
possible.
o Art instruction will be provided to students in their classroom.
Athletics
o Athletics will only resume when recommended by the SWIC (Southwest Interscholastic
Council) approved by ISBE and IDPH.

STUDENT ATTENDANCE
-

Attendance will be taken daily during both in person and remote instruction.
o Students who are sick should not attend school.
o Attendance personnel will request specific symptom reporting when parents report
absences.
o Any known confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis and COVID-19 exposure must be reported.
If it is the reason for a student’s absence. It is essential that symptomatic students do not
enter school buildings.

HEALTH AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS
-
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All staff, students, and visitors to the school will be required to wear face masks at all times
when in school buildings, with the exception of eating or drinking.
o Parents are encouraged to purchase washable reusable masks for their student(s) that are
likeable and comfortable. Students are more likely to wear their mask if it meets their
personal preference.
o Staff will be required to wear face masks.
o A limited supply of disposable and/or reusable face masks will be available in the event a
student or staff member does not have one to use.

-

-

o Staff will be encouraged to take outdoor breaks where students are not required to wear a
face mask if they maintain appropriate social distancing.
o Daily temperature checks and symptom surveys are required for daily access to school
buildings.
o Parents will be required to fill out a temperature check and symptom survey from prior to
their student(s) boarding school buses and entering school buildings.
o Students riding the bus will be required to complete a digital form prior to student
boarding.
o Car riders must complete their digital form prior to exiting the car.
o All other students must complete their digital form prior to entering the building. Upon
arrival at school, every student will be screened for fever.
o Staff will be assigned to school entrances screening all students.
o Staff will be required to complete symptom survey forms and have their temperature
checked onsite.
o Students with temperatures of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or greater will be quarantined in
an isolation room until they can be picked up from school. Staff with a temperature of
100.4 degrees Fahrenheit will be sent home.
o Parents and guardians are expected to pick up students within one hour of notification of
quarantine.
Students and staff will receive training/education on how to prevent the spread of infectious
disease.
o Training/education will include, but is not limited to proper handwashing, covering
coughs and sneezes, appropriate utilization of face coverings, and identification of
infectious disease symptoms.
Frequent and proper handwashing will be encouraged throughout the school day.
o Handwashing will be performed upon arrival to and departure from school, after blowing
one’s nose, coughing, or sneezing; following restroom use; before and after eating; and
upon returning from recess.
o Classrooms with sinks will be stocked with antibacterial soap.
o Hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol will be available for use under the supervision of
staff.
o Parents will be encouraged to have their student(s) wash or sanitize their hands before
arriving at bus stops or exiting cars in the car-rider line.

TRANSPORTATION
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Bus capacity will be limited to 50 occupants.
o Bus riders will practice social distancing to the greatest extent possible.
All students will be assigned a seat.
o Siblings or students residing in the same home may be assigned seats together.

-

-

-

o Students will be encouraged to practice social distancing at bus stops.
Students will receive education on maintaining social distancing at bus stops.
o Parents will be encouraged to monitor their student(s) social distancing practices at bus
stops.
To address reduced bus capacity, parents may be encouraged to transport their student(s) to
school.
o Significant limitations on bus capacity may make it impossible for the school district to
transport all students for whom transportation is available.
o Families should notify the Transportation Department immediately if they do not intend
to have their student(s) ride the bus.
Bus drivers and students will be required to wear masks while occupying the bus.
o Any other employee assigned to assist on a bus route will also be required to wear a face
mask.
o Students without a face mask will not be allowed to board a bus.
To increase fresh air flow during operation, bus windows will be open as weather permits.
Buses will be cleaned and sanitized between bus routes to the greatest extent possible.
o High touch areas will be sanitized between each route.
o Buses will be fully disinfected at least twice daily between routes.
o Parents are encouraged to have students sanitize hands prior to arriving at the bus stop.

CLEANING AND DISINFECTING PROTOCOLS
-

-

-

The school district will follow all recommendations from CDC, IDPH, and ISBE for cleaning,
sanitizing, and disinfecting buses, equipment, classrooms, and buildings.
o The school district will utilize cleaning products that are known to combat COVID-19
and are approved by the EPA for safe use in schools.
Cordless electrostatic sprayers for quick and effective infection control will be utilized as
recommended.
o Sprayers will be used when students are not present on buses or within school buildings.
o Sprayers reduce the amount of time required to disinfect an area.
o Sprayers will not replace other effective cleaning practices such as wiping down high
touch surfaces.
Classrooms and restrooms will be sanitized throughout the day.
o Frequently touched classroom surfaces and restrooms will be cleaned and sanitized
during the school day.
Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned and sanitized frequently throughout the day.
o Frequently touched surfaces including, but not limited to doorknobs and stair railings will
be cleaned and sanitized throughout the school day.
All schools and district office will be disinfected nightly.
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o Sanitation procedures per recommendations from CDC and IDPH will be followed
nightly to disinfect schools prior to use the next day.

RESPONDING TO INFECTIOUS DISEASE SYMPTOMS (COVID-19)
-

Responding to infectious disease symptoms (COVID-19)
o Any infectious disease symptom observed during the school day will be addressed
immediately.
o School nurses will be available to assess students as needed.
o Nurses will sanitize offices between visitors.
o Students suspected of having COVID-19 will be quarantined and monitored in an
isolation room until parents/guardians pick them up from school.
o Students should be picked up within one hour of notification from school nurse. If
symptoms of an infectious disease (COVID-19) are present in staff, they will be sent
home.
o Nurses will follow specific guidelines for determining which students and staff will be
sent home.
o Parents will receive a copy of the guidelines.
o Some of the symptoms include but may not be limited to:
§ Temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or greater.
§ Persistent cough that interferes with learning and is not relieved by sips of water,
rest, or cough drops.
§ Breathing difficulty not associated with an isolated-asthmatic episode.
o Areas of the school used the symptomatic students or staff will be closed off.
§ Areas will not reopen until after they have been cleaned and disinfected following
CDC and IDPH guidelines.
o All individuals coming in close contact with an individual with a confirmed case of
COVID-19 will be notified.
§ Close contact means the individual was within 6 ft. of the individual with
symptoms for more than 15 minutes.
§ Individuals with close contact with a symptomatic student or staff member will
receive information outlining CDC and IDPH guidelines for monitoring for
symptoms.
§ Symptomatic staff and students may not return to school unless they have met
CDC and IDPH guidelines.
o Symptomatic staff and students who suspect they have COVID-19 should stay home and
not return to school until 72 hours have elapsed from resolution of fever without feverreducing medication AND 10 days have passed after symptoms first appeared if they
have not been tested for COVID-19.
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§
§
§
§
§
§

All symptomatic staff and students are highly encouraged to be tested for
COVID-19.
Students who have been out of school due to illness for 5 or more days must
present a doctor’s note in order to return to school.
Staff who have been out of school due to illness for 3 or more days must present a
doctor’s note in order to return to school.
Parents will be provided a flow chart to assist in determining if their student(s)
should return to school.
Medically fragile and immunocompromised students should consult with their
medical provider prior to returning to school.
Returning students must check in with the nurse upon re-entry into school.

RESPONDING TO CONFIRMED CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE (COVID19)
-

-

-

-

-

Staff members with a confirmed case of COVID-19 will be required to report their diagnosis to
their administrator as allowable under current law, labor agreements, and school board policy.
o Staff members will be highly encouraged to voluntarily report a COVID-19 diagnosis.
o Employee confidentiality will be maintained as required by the Americans with
Disabilities Act and the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act.
Parents/guardians of a student with a confirmed case of COVID-19 will be highly encouraged to
voluntarily report a COVID-19 diagnosis.
o Student confidentiality will be maintained as required by the Americans with Disabilities
Act, the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act, state law and Illinois School Code.
Local health officials will be notified of any known confirmed case of COVID-19.
o The school district will notify the Cook County Department of Public Health of any
known confirmed cases of COVID-19 within any school or district administration
building.
The school district will coordinate with local health officials to determine if and to what extent
the school must be closed.
o The school district will follow recommendations from local and/or state health officials’
regarding the scope of school closures, i.e. single classroom quarantine, multiple
classroom quarantine, single school closures, multiple school closure, entire district
closure and the duration of those closures (days, weeks, etc.))
o Interruptions to school will be handled on a case by case basis working collaboratively
with the local health department.
Schools will communicate to their respective school communities any known confirmed cases of
COVID-19.
o Building principals will notify their school communities of known confirmed cases of
COVID-19 via the school district’s electronic notification system.
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-

Individual classrooms and identified areas within a school or entire buildings will be cleaned and
disinfected thoroughly prior to reopening.
o Any area used by a staff member or student with a confirmed case of COVID-19 will be
immediately closed off until proper cleaning and disinfecting procedures have been
completed.
o The school district will follow all CDC, CCDPH, IDPH and ISBE recommendations for
sanitizing schools prior to re-opening.
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REMOTE LEARNING MODEL COMPONENTS
Remote Learning is utilized to allow students and teachers to stay home due to school closures
(state of emergency). However, learning will continue moving forward as students remotely leverage
digital tools and engage in teacher-prepared learning content. Teachers will be providing new content
based on critical standards and will focus on specific feedback.
The remote learning model proposed by the State of Illinois requires that staff and students
engage in five (5) hours of both synchronous (live, web-based instruction) and asynchronous
(independent learning activities) instruction each day. Grading and attendance procedures will be
observed.
There is an expectation that students will complete the assigned learning activities, complete an
attendance-check in and access their device to interact and/or receive feedback from their teacher during
school hours 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. daily. During this time frame, teachers will be checking in with
students and/or be providing feedback on activities that have been assigned. We will remain flexible in
terms of assessing learning.
Students will be issued a district-owned device and charger to be used for the duration of the
learning period.

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS
-

New content that will be at least five (5) clock hours of instruction or school work will be
delivered daily during our remote learning days.
o

o

-

Elementary students will have live lessons and/or pre-recorded videos lessons along with
assignments that will engage students in ELA for 90 minutes, Mathematics 60 minutes, Science
30 minutes, Social Studies 30 minutes, Enrichment 30 minutes, SEL 15 minutes, 45
MTSS/Interventions/LWT(handwriting/keyboarding) each day.
Middle School students will have live lessons and/or pre-recorded videos lessons along with
assignments that will engage students in ELA for 60 minutes, Mathematics for 60 minutes,
Science 30 minutes, Social Studies 30 minutes, Enrichment 45 minutes, P.E. 45 minutes, 30
SEL/MTSS/Interventions each day.

Using Seesaw and Google Classroom platforms, teachers will post a morning message and daily
assignments by 8:30 a.m. and be available to assist students/parents during their office hours of
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
During that time frame, teachers may be checking in with students and/or be providing feedback
on activities that have been assigned.
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-

-

Students will have the opportunity to engage in live video conferencing with the remote learning
teacher via Zoom and/or Google Meet and access pre-recorded lessons. It is our goal to follow
ISBE recommendations that encourage synchronous learning (live, web-based instruction) as
much as possible. Therefore, there will be dedicated times for live lessons.
We will remain flexible in terms of assessing learning.
The use of applications and emails will be our primary connection with students. Prerecorded
video lessons and/or live video conferencing may be used by some teachers.
All handbook rules remain in effect for Remote Learning.

ATTENDANCE
-

Daily attendance will be taken.
o Teachers will keep a running record of student’s attendance so that they can report
attendance and support student learning and social emotional health.
o We will be tracking and reporting student attendance as we typically do during in-person
learning.
o Teachers will post a morning message and daily assignments by 8:30 a.m. and be
available to assist students/parents during their office hours of 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
o Students will be able to complete their assignments at their own pace and family’s
discretion. They are required to complete assignments to be considered present during a
remote learning day.
o Elementary and middle school teachers will post a morning message by 8:30 am with
assignments and/or content for the day.
§ EC-K students will be marked present when a parent or student “likes” the
teacher’s message on Seesaw
§ 1st – 5th grade students will be marked present when the student “likes” the
teacher’s message on Seesaw.
§ 6th-8th grade students will be marked present when the student replies to their
Team Google Classroom post.

CURRICULUM AND APPLICATIONS
-

A remote learning day provides daily instructional time where teachers will strive to continue
students’ education through lessons and applications.
o The typical student day will include daily lessons in Reading and Language Arts, Math,
Science, Social Studies, and Electives.

COMMUNICATION
-

Our primary source of communication will be through email, Seesaw (elementary school
students) and Google Classroom (middle school students). Teachers are available to interact with
students and answer questions during their teacher’s office hours of 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Please
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be patient, teachers may be responding to other students or preparing lessons for the next day.
They will try to make sure they answer questions within 24 hours. When warranted, teachers
may engage in video conferencing with students.

SPECIAL EDUCATION – INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLANS ( IEP )
-

Special Education teachers (case managers) will provide assignments based upon individual
student needs. For students with IEPs, the accommodations built into those plans will apply to
remote learning assignments. Alternative assignments may be substituted related to IEP goals.
Students who have direct related services will engage in teletherapy or activities that target goal
areas as provided by the related service personnel (OT, PT, Speech, etc.) on a remote learning
day.

SECTION 504 PLANS
-

For students with 504 Plans, the accommodations built into those plans will apply to eLearning
assignments. Alternative assignments may be substituted. Students who have direct related
services will engage in an activity provided by the related service personnel (OT, PT, Speech,
etc.) on an eLearning day.

ENGLISH LEARNERS / EMERGENT BILINGUALS
-

For students that receive English Language (EL) services, the EL teacher will be available for
support. There will be appropriate activities based on a student’s English proficiency. EL
students will continue to utilize Imagine Learning as directed by their EL teacher.

WHAT IF MY CHILD IS ABSENT ON A REMOTE LEARNING DAY?
-

If a student is absent from a day of remote learning, we recommend that they continue with their
learning when they are able, Please contact your child’s classroom teacher or team leader with any
questions.

WHAT IF MY STUDENT DOES NOT HAVE INTERNET ACCESS?
-

If your student does not have access to the internet, please contact your building principal or emails
eLearning@ksd140.org or discuss possible options.
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TEAMWORK AND COMMUNICATION
Teamwork and communication between the District, families, and staff will be critical this fall.
Beginning with the 2020-21 school between year, Kirby School District 140 will be
communicating with families via their Infinite Campus Parent Portal. Please log in to your Infinite
Campus Parent Portal and review your phone, email, and text messaging contact information. If you
have yet to activate your parent portal, please contact your school office for assistance.
We appreciate your patience and flexibility as we work together to ensure a safe and healthy start to the
2020-21 school year!
page 15

#D140Together
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
WHAT IS THE PLAN FOR THE FALL OF 2020?
Hybrid Learning Model: Based on a student's last name, they will have an assigned schedule of two
in-person instruction days and two remote instruction days each week. The assigned schedules will be
Group A attends on Monday and Tuesday and Group B attends on Thursday and Friday. Wednesdays
will combine whole class remote instruction, individual student support, and teacher prep time. A
sample weekly schedule is included below:
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Group A
in person

Group A
in person

Group A and B
remote

Group B
in person

Group B
in person

Group B remote

Group B remote

Individual
student support
and teacher
planning

Group A remote

Group A remote

Please note: Some students with special needs may attend school four days a week. This option
would be open to the following students: Early Childhood self-contained classes NOT preschool
classes and students who receive ELA AND Math in a self-contained special education setting.
Public health guidelines, including requiring face coverings, will be followed.

Remote Learning Model: All instruction will be delivered online. This will be open to all students.
Parents must register their child for the fall semester by noon on July 31, 2020. Due to staffing limits,
parents cannot select or drop this option after July 31, 2020.
In both options, remote learning will be different from what occurred in the spring.

IS THE BLENDED/HYBRID SCHEDULE OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS IN ALL
GRADE LEVELS?
-

Yes, this option will be available for preschool through 8th grade.

HOW ARE YOU ADDRESSING STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS?
-

Students enrolled in special education will have the option to select in-person instruction or the
remote learning option. Some students with special needs may attend school four days a week.
This option would be open to the following students: Early Childhood self- contained classes
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(NOT preschool classes), students who receive ELA AND Math in a self- contained special
education setting. Eligibility and Individualized Education Plan (IEP) meetings will continue to
be held remotely with parents when possible.

WHY CAN'T ALL STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL FIVE DAYS A WEEK
AS NORMAL?
-

The Illinois Department of Public Health and the Illinois State Board of Education released
guidance for opening schools under Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois Plan. Included were
requirements about social distancing and limiting the number of people who can gather in one
place to 50. We wanted to be able to do this but we cannot meet these requirements with all
students in school at the same time and deliver the amount of instruction that our students
need. We hope to return all students to in-person instruction as soon as the state moves to Phase
5.

WILL STUDENTS BE REQUIRED TO WEAR A MASK?
-

Yes, the Illinois Department of Public Health is requiring face coverings at all times while
anyone is in a school or on a bus. Families that do not want their students to wear a mask at
school have the option to choose remote learning. We encourage you to begin having your child
practice wearing a mask. If you need social stories or other guidance to help in discussing masks,
returning to school and social distancing with your children, please contact your child’s school.

WHAT HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES ARE YOU IMPLEMENTING?
•
•

•

•

Masks - Per Illinois Department of Public Health and Illinois State Board of Education guidance,
we will be requiring all people in buildings to wear masks.
Symptom checks - We will be implementing a symptom self-certification process. All
individuals entering our buildings will need to self-certify that they have no symptoms of
COVID-19. All students and staff will have their temperature taken minimally before entering
the building to ensure that they are fever-free.
Cleaning - We have enhanced our cleaning procedures to meet or exceed CDC and IDPH
guidelines. Products used are Environmental Protection Agency approved disinfectants for use
against coronavirus.
Social Distance - We will have a 6 ft. social distance requirement in our classrooms and
hallways.

WILL I STILL BE ABLE TO VOLUNTEER IN MY CHILD'S SCHOOL?
-

Per state guidance, we will restrict access to campus for anyone other than students and staff.
Parents who are dropping items off will not enter the buildings.
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WHAT HAPPENS IF A STUDENT OR STAFF MEMBER TESTS POSITIVE
FOR COVID-19?
-

The Illinois State Board of Education and the Illinois Department of Public Health have provided
guidance for opening schools. They have directed school districts to work with local health
departments for day-to-day guidance. In matters of public health, the district works closely with
and takes direction from the Cook County Health Department. Should a positive case occur the
district will work with the health department on contact tracing to identify individuals who need
to be notified and who will need to self-quarantine or self-isolate.

WHAT CHANGES ARE BEING MADE TO TRANSPORTATION?
-

Illinois Department of Public Health guidance states buses can transport a maximum of 50
students and requires all students to wear a mask on the bus. The district is requiring drivers and
staff members to wear masks. State guidance recommends members of the same household who
ride the bus together should also sit together while on the bus. Parents are encouraged to provide
their own transportation if possible. Busses will be disinfected between routes and then again at
the end of the day.
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