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Remote 
Learning 
During the 
2020-21 
School Year

The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) 
recently released updated guidance regarding 
the reopening of schools. The new safety 
measures outlined in this document included 
many requirements that would make our 
planned Hybrid Learning option unsustainable. 

In consultation with the Board of Education, we 
have determined that Kirby School District 140 
students will begin the first quarter of the 
school year learning remotely. The first quarter 
ends October 30, 2020, at which point, we will 
reassess State guidance as it applies to 
in-person learning. Plan Update

8-19-2020



This fall, learning will continue moving forward as students remotely 
leverage digital tools and engage in teacher-prepared learning content. 
Teachers will be providing new content based on critical standards and will 
focus on specific feedback.

The remote learning model proposed by the State of Illinois requires that 
staff and students engage in five (5) hours of both synchronous (live, 
web-based instruction) and asynchronous (independent learning activities) 
instruction each day. Grading and attendance procedures will be 
observed.

There is an expectation that students will complete the assigned learning 
activities, complete an attendance check in and access their device to 
interact and/or receive feedback from their teacher during traditional school 
hours. District 140 will be utilizing a Flipped Classroom model and live 
instruction during Remote Learning. Learning activities may include the 
teacher delivering instruction via recorded video and synchronous (live) 
platform, remote small group work, independent/flexible student work time, 
and virtual teacher-student check-ins. 

Students will be issued a district-owned iPad and charger to be used for 
the duration of the learning period.



CALENDAR UPDATE

● August 19: Full Remote Learning Plan emailed to families and posted on the website
● August 24 - 28: Classroom Assignments/Student Schedules released via Infinite Campus Parent Portal 

during this week. Please contact your school office if you need help with your Parent Portal.
● August 25: Staff Institute Day 
● August 26 - 28: Professional Development for Staff
● August 31: Book/Supply/iPad Pick Up - The District will be providing grade-level specific student supplies 

that will be available on Book/Supply/iPad Pick Up day. Supply bundles will provide materials needed for 
instruction and may include but are not limited to, books, iPad, workbooks, manipulatives, and learning 
tools. (Specific details to follow.)

● September 1 - 4: Meet Your Teacher/Setting Up for Success - Remote Learning Orientation Week -  
During this week, students and teachers will work together during normal school hours to establish virtual 
classroom rules and expectations. Assistance will be given with log in procedures for the platforms and 
applications that will be used during the 2020-21 school year. (Stay tuned for details from your child’s 
teacher!)



ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION GUIDELINES

ISBE GUIDELINES - MARCH 2020

● Up to 3 hours of student-teacher 
engagement, based on grade 
levels

● No harm to students’ grades

● Attendance not impacted

● No requirement for live 
instruction

ISBE GUIDELINES - JULY 2020

● Minimum of 5 hours of academic 
engagement - 2.5 hours of 
synchronous (real-time instruction 
with live interactions) and 2.5 
hours of asynchronous 
(self-paced, academic 
engagement).

● Return to District grading practices

● Attendance recorded daily and 
reported to the State





NEW GUIDANCE: STUDENT PERSPECTIVE

● New content will be introduced during Remote Learning.

● Synchronous (real-time, live) and asynchronous (pre-recorded) video lessons will be 
utilized. Time will be dedicated each day to live instruction as well as pre-recorded 
lessons during remote learning days.

● Communication and content will be posted through Seesaw or Google 
Classroom. Students, parents, and teachers will utilize these platforms.

● Students with Individualized Education Plans (IEP), Section 504 Plans, and English 
Learners will have appropriate accommodations and/or modifications applied to 
their Remote Learning experience.



INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL 
Flipped Classroom and Live Instruction

What type of instruction will D140 teachers utilize during Remote Learning?
Students will engage in live instruction as well as a flipped classroom.The flipped classroom is an 
instructional strategy that allows the teacher to actively engage with students during live instruction. 

In a flipped classroom, the teacher will typically assign a pre-recorded video prior to scheduled 
instructional time. The student can learn at their own pace by stopping and starting the video to review 
the concepts presented. Students can write down questions or thoughts to share when they are live with 
their teacher and classmates. The teacher uses live instructional time for active learning exercises and 
direct engagement with students. 

Studies have shown that the flipped classroom is beneficial to student achievement. One such study by 
van Alten 2019, Effects of flipping the classroom on learning outcomes and satisfaction: A meta-analysis 
concludes that students in flipped classrooms achieve significantly higher assessed learning outcomes 
than students in traditional classrooms, and are equally satisfied with the learning environment. The 
District’s goal is to provide students and families with the best possible learning experience at this time. 





ADVANTAGES OF A FLIPPED CLASSROOM

What are the advantages of a Flipped Classroom?
● Flipping speaks the language of today’s students.

● Flipping helps busy students and families.

● Flipping helps struggling students.

● Flipping increases student-teacher interaction.

● Flipping allows for real differentiation.

● Flipping improves educational outcomes. 

● Flipping allows parents to see and understand the concepts their students are learning.



CURRICULUM PACING

● KSD140 staff worked to identify power standards (from the previous school year) 
that will need to be addressed during the new school year to close any learning 
gaps. Additionally, KSD140 will adhere to the recently released Illinois Priority 
Learning Standards for SY20/21.

● Staff are preparing pacing guides for core subject areas to ensure consistency of 
instruction throughout the school year.

● We are exploring the option of using the NWEA MAP Growth testing  and/or 
Fastbridge (Reading and Math) remotely this fall. More information will soon follow.



ELEMENTARY DAILY SCHEDULE
(GRADES K-5)

● All K-5 students and staff members are on the same schedule/clock hours, however,
students will not be online continuously throughout their entire school day.

○ Teacher Day: 7:40-2:40
○ Student Day: 7:55-2:25

● Synchronous/Asynchronous instruction to occur daily according to schedule per week

○ At least 2.5 hours are to be synchronous (real-time instruction with live interactions)
○ At least 2.5 hours are asynchronous (self-paced, academic engagement)

Real-time instruction and interaction between students and their teachers will take place 
daily, including but not limited to whole-group instruction, differentiated instruction, small 
groups, formative assessments, summative assessments, and independent work.



Elementary students will have live lessons 
and/or pre-recorded videos lessons along 
with assignments that will engage students in 
the following subjects each day.

● English/Language Arts (ELA) -  90 
minutes

● Mathematics - 60 minutes
● Science - 30 minutes 
● Social Studies - 30 minutes, 
● Enrichment - 30 minutes
● Social Emotional Learning(SEL) 15 

minutes
● MTSS/Interventions/LWT(handwriting/k

eyboarding) - 45 minutes

ELEMENTARY (GR. K-5)  
SAMPLE SCHEDULE
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday)



ELEMENTARY (GR. K-5)  
SAMPLE SCHEDULE
(Wednesday)

On Wednesdays, the format for 
delivering instruction is altered. 
Students will be allotted more 
independent study time throughout the 
day and flexibility in the order in which 
they complete their assigned work. 
Students will still be provided the 
opportunity to receive live instruction 
and assistance from their teachers by 
attending scheduled Zoom sessions in 
the morning. Students will still attend 
live sessions of PE, Specials, and an 
SEL (Social Emotional Learning) lesson 
throughout the day.



MIDDLE SCHOOL DAILY SCHEDULE
(GRADES 6-8)

● All 6-8 students and staff members are on the same schedule/clock hours, however,
students will not be online continuously throughout their entire school day.

○ Teacher Day: 8:25 am – 3:25 pm
○ Student Day: 8:45 am – 3:15 pm

● Synchronous/Asynchronous instruction to occur daily according to schedule per week

○ At least 2.5 hours are to be synchronous (real-time instruction with live interactions)
○ At least 2.5 hours are asynchronous (self-paced, academic engagement)

Real-time instruction and interaction between students and their teachers will take place 
daily, including but not limited to: whole-group instruction, differentiated instruction, small 
groups, formative  assessments, summative assessments and independent work.



MIDDLE SCHOOL (GR. 6-8) SAMPLE SCHEDULE 



STUDENTS WITH INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PLANS (IEPs)

● During the period of remote learning days, students will receive services and supports 
tailored to their individualized educational needs.

● To ensure ongoing growth and progress, Kirby SD 140 will focus planning efforts on how to 
continue serving students with disabilities to the greatest extent possible by tailoring 
learning that provides educational benefit.

● Special education providers will work with parents to deliver supports and services as 
outlined in students’ IEPs and increase supports needed to increase students' access to 
remote learning activities.

● When regular school attendance resumes and in-person instruction may be provided for all 
District students, the student’s most recent IEP will govern their student’s special education 
program and services.



STUDENTS WITH 504 PLANS & EL SERVICES

Students with 504 Plans

● Accommodations built into 504 plans 
will apply to Remote Learning  
assignments.

● Alternative assignments may be  
substituted for the assigned task.

● Students who have direct related  
services will receive remote therapy 
services (OT, PT, Speech, Social 
Work, Counseling).  

English Language Learners (EL)

● EL teachers will be available for ongoing support to provide
appropriate activities based on a student’s English Proficiency.

● Translation and interpreting services will be available for additional 
support.

● Students may require a combination of check-in and collaboration 
with the EL teacher and classroom teacher to make linguistic 
modification and accommodation to assignments, activities, and 
assessments.

● EL teachers may utilize the designated times (small group time,  
student support, or office hours) to provide instruction with  
consideration of the student’s linguistic levels. This may also  be 
done in combination with the classroom teacher or by making the 
needed accommodations and modifications on assignments, 
activities, and assessments.



TEACHER EXPECTATIONS

● Student attendance will be taken daily.

● Teachers will host live instruction and check-ins throughout the day. 

● Teachers will respond to parent and student messages during normal school hours. 
Please allow 24 hours for a response.

● Grading will reflect past practice with the exception of PE, Enrichment, or Specials. 
These classes will be graded as pass/fail.
 

● The traditional grading scale will be utilized for core academic classes. Middle school 
teachers will update and post grades within the online gradebook.



STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

● Check your SeeSaw (K-5) or Google Classroom (6-8) account for learning activities from 
your teachers daily.

● Attend your teachers' live lessons.

● Send your teacher(s) a message with any questions you may have. 

● Complete and submit your assignments by the assigned due date.

● Check your grades in Infinite Campus regularly (grades 6-8).



PARENT EXPECTATIONS

● If your child is going to be absent, please call the school office to report their 
absence.

● If your child is struggling, contact their teacher for additional support.

● Reach out to teachers with questions via email. Please allow for a 24-hour turnaround 
for replies to parent emails. Responses are not to be expected in the evening or over 
the weekend.

● Inform students that it is illegal to record teachers’ lessons or use pre-recorded 
lessons in any way other than their intended purposes.



TECHNICAL SUPPORT

If you need assistance, please reach out to the 
District’s Technology Help Desk at

elearning@ksd140.org

mailto:elearning@ksd140.org

