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Sincerely,

Dr. George A. Pruitt
President

M E S S Ag E  F RO M  T H E
P R E S I D E N T

Dear Alumni, Students and Friends,
Calvin Coolidge said, “No person was ever honored for what he received.
Honor has been the reward for what he gave.” 

Once again, this issue of Invention is dedicated to those who support Thomas
Edison State College and continue to value our institution and our unique
mission. 

This year, we are especially grateful to our supporters who helped the College
expand programs and services while managing a 66 percent reduction in 
state aid. 

The annual support we receive from individuals and businesses is critical to
enabling the College to serve more and more students and continue our
commitment to academic excellence and integrity.

An example of that excellence is illustrated in our cover story, which profiles
Deborah Donnelly-McLay, ’94, ’95, an international pilot with UPS. Deborah
describes how Thomas Edison State College laid the foundation for
professional and personal success. 

Deborah’s story illustrates the importance of Thomas Edison State College
and the financial support we receive every year from our donors, including the
Thomas Edison State College Foundation. 

On behalf of the entire College family, I would like to extend our sincere
thanks to the Foundation for its support and its extraordinary work on behalf
of the Annual Fund, our special events and other development initiatives. 

The Foundation is at the heart of these efforts and we are grateful for its
support, just as we are grateful for the generous gifts made by all of our
donors.
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C O L L E g E
N E W S

College launches Accelerated
Second Degree BSN Program

T
he W. Cary Edwards School of
Nursing at Thomas Edison
State College has launched an

accelerated Bachelor of Science in
Nursing (BSN) degree program for
adults who already possess a non-nursing
bachelor’s degree and are interested in
becoming registered nurses. 

The new Accelerated Second Degree
BSN Program at Thomas Edison State
College is an intensive, one-year program
that will prepare graduates for the 
National Council Licensure Exam for
RNs (NCLEX).  Candidates are required
to have previously earned all general 
education and science requirements (60
credits) prior to being admitted into the
program. Students will complete the 
remaining 60 credits of professional 
nursing requirements through online and
on-ground courses at Thomas Edison
State College in Trenton, N.J., and 
clinical nursing experiences completed at
Capital Health’s facilities in Trenton and
Hopewell Township, N.J.

“This is a demanding program for the
serious student who wants to become a
BSN-prepared registered nurse,” said
Dr. Susan M. O’Brien, dean of the W.
Cary Edwards School of Nursing. “The
program makes it possible for people
who already have a non-nursing
bachelor’s degree to enter a stable
profession with many opportunities for
professional growth.” 

The program marks the first time that
Thomas Edison State College will offer
classroom-based courses twice a week at
its downtown Trenton campus. Students
will complete a combination of online and
classroom-based courses. Clinical experi-
ences will also take place twice a week. 

During their clinical experiences, 
students will care for patients under the
guidance and supervision of master’s-
prepared clinical nurse educators at 
Capital Health.

Patricia Cavanaugh, RN, MSN, vice
president of Patient Services and chief

nursing officer at Capital Health, said that
preparing registered nurses who possess
the BSN credential is critical for the
profession, especially at healthcare
systems like Capital Health, that earn
Magnet Recognition for Excellence in
Nursing Service, the highest level of
recognition awarded by the American
Nurses Credentialing Center.

“It is not uncommon for nurses who earn
their BSN and MSN to become leaders
in the field,” she said. “We are excited
about this new program and the wide
range of clinical experiences that students
will have at Capital Health as they earn
their BSN degrees and join our ranks as
registered nurses.”

The first cohort is scheduled to begin 
on Sept. 26, 2011, and complete the 
program on Sept. 25, 2012. Applications
are now being accepted. For more 
information, contact the W. Cary 
Edwards School of Nursing at 
(609) 633-6460 or nursinginfo@tesc.edu.
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SECOND DEGREE PROGRAM TARGETS ADULTS INTERESTED 
IN EARNING BSN DEGREE IN ONE YEAR

The W. Cary Edwards School of
Nursing at Thomas Edison State
College held its sixth annual
Distinguished Lectureship on Diversity
in Nursing on March 18 at the New
Jersey Hospital Association Conference
Center in Princeton, N.J. 

Dr. Beverly Malone, CEO of the

National League for Nurses, was the
keynote speaker of the event, which
focused on the influence minority nurse
leaders will have on the future of their
profession. The theme of this year’s
lectureship was The Power of Nursing:
Mentoring the Next Generation of
Minority Nurse Leaders Online.  

Since 2005, the W. Cary Edwards
School of Nursing has provided online
pedagogical skill-building to more than
90 minority nurse educators through its
Online Minority Nurse Educator
Program.  

W. Cary Edwards School of Nursing 
Holds 6th Annual Diversity Lectureship



C O L L E g E
N E W S

Drew Hopkins, chief information officer
at Thomas Edison State College, has
been appointed to the Public Sector
Technical Exchange Board for Cisco
Systems, Inc. based in San Jose, Calif.  

Members of the board are selected based
on their understanding of the ways that
technology impacts education or
government entities and the unique
perspective they bring to the group.
Hopkins was selected by Cisco Systems,
Inc. for his expertise in the use of
information systems to promulgate
distance learning for adult learners and is
expected to help the company better
understand the adult higher education
market and its demographics. 

“It comes as no surprise that Drew’s
work in IT solutions and management
information systems for higher
education attracted the attention of
Cisco Systems, Inc.,” said Michael J.
Scheiring, vice president and treasurer of
Thomas Edison State College. “We are
proud to have him serve on their board
and know he will contribute much.
Drew’s leadership in distance learning
and technology is well recognized.”

A resident of Pennington, N.J., Hopkins
has worked for the College since 1977.
He also serves on Hyland Software’s Sin-
gularity Advisory Council, the Touchnet
Customer Advisory Board and the Data-
tel Thought Leaders Community Board. 

College’s Chief Information Officer 
Appointed to Cisco Systems Board
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Drew Hopkins, chief information officer at 
Thomas Edison State College

College Expands Educational
leadership Program with 
District leadership Area of Study

The Heavin School of Arts and 
Sciences at Thomas Edison State 
College has recently expanded its

Master of Arts in Educational Leadership
degree program with the recent launch of a
District Leadership area of study that pre-
pares students to become superintendents.

Students in the District Leadership area
of study of the Master of Arts in Edu-
cational Leadership degree program will
complete a 42-credit master’s degree
program and be eligible to earn supervi-
sor, principal and school administrator
endorsements in New Jersey.

The District Leadership area of study
features two new courses not included in
the curriculum for the original Master of
Arts in Educational Leadership that
focus on school administration and serv-
ing as a superintendent. 

“The College is very excited to offer this
new area of study to further prepare 
students for all such roles in K-12 edu-
cational leadership at both the building
level and district level,” said Dr. Adrian
Zappala, assistant dean for Educational
Leadership. “With this new area of study,
our graduates will be able to 

simultaneously qualify for three admin-
istrative endorsements, enabling them to
quickly advance in the field.”

The College will continue offering the
original 36-credit Master of Arts in Ed-
ucational Leadership degree program
with a Building Leadership area of study.
Graduates of this program are eligible to
earn supervisor and principal endorse-
ments in New Jersey.

For more information, contact the 
College at edleadership@tesc.edu or 
(888) 442-8372.



Approximately 200 graduates from
21 states and their families attended
the Spring Commencement Cere-
mony. Diane M. Costanzo, of Mount
Laurel, N.J., gave the Response for
Graduates. She earned a Master of
Science in Nursing degree and a
graduate Nurse Educator certificate
with a 4.0 grade point average. 

“Throughout my life and career, ed-
ucation has been a continual thread
implanted in the belief that lifelong
learning is essential to personal and

professional growth,” said Costanzo,
the patient care administrator at 
Virtua Home Care. “You all know
that life is a journey, and Thomas
Edison State College has given us
tools in order to be successful in
today’s environment.” 

Costanzo, who is also a graduate of
Widener University and St. Joseph’s
University, reminded her fellow
graduates that they all have the
power to make a difference. 

Thomas Edison State College’s inaugural Spring Commencement Ceremony took
place Saturday, April 16 at 2 p.m., in the historic College Avenue Gymnasium at
Rutgers University in New Brunswick, N.J.

The Inaugural
Spring Commencement 

Diane M. Costanzo gave the Response for
Graduates



“While several of our courses were
cutting edge and broadened our
horizons, some of them taught us
about the heart of humanity,” she
said. “As a nurse, the class that
changed my life the most was
Nursing Leadership in a Global
Community. It made me aware that
I can have a greater impact not just
in my community, but in the world.
That class taught us we can all make
a difference, no matter who we are.” 

Dr. George A. Pruitt, president of
Thomas Edison State College, 
welcomed the graduates into the
“fellowship of the College.” 

“Wherever you go, the College goes
with you. Wherever you are at work,
there is the College at work,” he said.
“I bid you farewell only in the sense
that I pray that you may fare well.
You go forth but not from us. We 
remain but not severed from you.”

The College conferred 1,242 degrees
as part of the 2011 Spring Com-
mencement and has awarded more
than 37,500 degrees since it began
providing flexible, high-quality, 
collegiate learning opportunities for
self-directed adults in 1972.  

Dr. Buzz Aldrin was scheduled to 
receive an honorary degree but could
not attend the ceremony due to an
emergency medical issue. 

The College established a Spring
Commencement to better accom-
modate the growing number of
graduates and their families who 
attend commencement. The College
will continue to hold its Fall 
Commencement in October.

Visit www.tesc.edu/commencement
to view a video of the Spring 
Commencement.
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Reaching

heights
NEW

UPS PILOT ELEVATES KIDS’ INTEREST 
IN SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND MATH

Deborah Donnelly-McLay ‘95
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eborah Donnelly-McLay knows
all about reaching new heights.

She transformed herself from a flight
attendant to an international pilot with
the world’s largest package delivery
company, an educator and a volunteer
working alongside Nobel laureates to
foster the next generation of scientists,
engineers and mathematicians. 

Donnelly-McLay flies for UPS and
spends much of her time 30,000 feet
above the ground, but her passion is
firmly grounded in inspiring children. “I

feel very blessed for all the opportunities I
have been given and hope to give back to
our community and children worldwide by
being a positive role model and mentor,
especially for young girls,” she said.

Donnelly-McLay noted that Thomas
Edison State College laid the
groundwork for her success. “Thomas
Edison State College was the perfect fit
for me. I was working full time as a flight
attendant for Continental Express
Airlines and pursuing my flight ratings
and certificates,” she said. “I was very 

D
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successful in the College’s aviation program because
it allowed me to earn credit for my flight ratings and
through the CLEP testing program. This flexibility
allowed me to accelerate my education while I continued
to work and fly. The classes in aviation were very
interesting and excited my curiosity to learn more.”

After earning her Associate in Science in Applied Science
and Technology in 1994, her Bachelor of Science in
Applied Science and Technology in 1995 and completing
her flight certificates and ratings, Donnelly-McLay
became a full-time flight instructor and then a captain
and FAA check airman for Continental Express Airlines.

In 1998, she began her flying career at UPS as a flight
engineer on the DC-8. Since then, she was promoted to
first officer on the Airbus A300/600 and Boeing
757/767 aircraft and today serves as an international
pilot flying 757 and 767 aircraft to South and Central
America.

As her career has progressed, so has Donnelly-MacLay’s
education. Donnelly-McLay earned a Master of Science
in Aeronautical Science degree from Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University and is currently finishing a
second master’s degree in history from Harvard
University and a doctorate degree in education from
Nova Southeastern University.

“I try to be a positive role model for young students,” said
Donnelly-McLay, who is on the faculty as a professor at
Everglades University in Boca Raton, Fla. “Teaching is a
passion of mine and a way to give back some of the
knowledge that I have gained throughout the years.”

Donnelly-McLay’s passion for teaching has led her to be
active with several organizations focused on encouraging
young students to become interested in science,
technology, engineering and math, including the
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
Education Coalition and FIRST (For Inspiration and

I was very successful 
in the College’s aviation program

because it allowed me to earn credit
for my flight ratings and through
the CLEP testing program. This

flexibility allowed me to accelerate
my education while I continued 

to work and fly.



Recognition of Science and Technology) program.

Recently, she was appointed to the Strategic Board of the
Molecular Frontiers Foundation, which promotes the
understanding of the molecular sciences in society for
children in conjunction with the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences and Nobel Academy. In this
capacity, Donnelly-McLay serves with 11 Nobel
laureates in the sciences to promote science education for
children worldwide, including third world countries.

This past June, she was asked to speak to the youth
regarding her role as a mentor and role model, especially
for females interested in science.

“Whereas schools often emphasize problem solving,
Molecular Frontiers gives priority to asking good
questions,” she said. “The MoleClues website
(www.moleclues.com) invites young people to submit
questions about anything that may fall within the
molecular realm, broadly defined, and all questions are
considered for the Molecular Frontiers Inquiry Prize
competition, with the chance of winning iPods and
laptop computers.”

Despite her busy schedule and being a mother of two
young children, Donnelly-McLay is an active volunteer
in her community, where she promotes career
development for women in aviation and science. 

She was recently appointed as a board member
to the Boynton Beach YMCA and is also an
active member and past president of the Boynton
Beach/Lantana Rotary Club. Interestingly,
Donnelly-McLay was selected as a Rotary
International Youth Exchange student when she was
15 and visited Brazil. She said the trip had a
tremendous impact on her.

“I owe thanks to my strong family, including my mother,
my grandfather, my children and close friends, who have
all helped me accomplish my goals,” she said.

Donnelly-McLay lives in Boynton Beach, Fla.
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Teaching is a passion of 
mine and a way to give back some

of the knowledge that I have gained
throughout the years.



M E S S Ag E  F RO M  T H E
C H A I R

Sincerely,

Brian T. Maloney

Chair, Thomas Edison State College Foundation
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Dear Alumni, Students and Friends,
It is once again my privilege to present the Thomas Edison State College
Foundation Honor Roll of Donors. 

On behalf of the Foundation, we extend our sincere thanks to everyone who
provided financial support this year. We are particularly appreciative of your
generous support in a year where we saw the College’s state allocation get cut
by 66 percent.  

Perhaps more than ever, your contributions play an important role in helping
Thomas Edison State College offer flexible, high quality programs for adult
learners throughout the world.  

This year, your support made it possible for the Foundation to fund several
strategic projects related to programs, course delivery and services. This includes support for the initial
implementation of an electronic book initiative designed to save students money, the development of
a new prototype for the College’s FlashTrack® courses that is aligned with the institution’s new
learning management system and expanding the capacity of the College’s new Online Proctoring
Service, which has been quickly adopted by our students.

Your support has enabled the College and the Foundation to remain strong.  In fact, your support has
helped Thomas Edison State College become the second largest college or university in the state.  Now
that is an example of things moving in the right direction! 

Together, we are helping to build a stronger future for the College and the nearly 19,000 students we
serve throughout the country and around the world.

For more information on the Foundation and how your support is funding College programs for adult
learners, visit www.tescfoundation.org. 

Honor Roll of Donors
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Christopher W. Schober
John A. Schreiber
Stephanie Schuette
Janice L. Schwartz
Lily Schwartz
Robert J. Scire
Elma C. Scott
Valerie Scott
Brian T. Sedlock

   



Valerie R. Seigeldorf
Douglas R. Sell
Paul J. Serwinek
Araz R. Shahinian
Carolyn G. Shamy
Thomas J. Shanahan
Mitchell L. Sharp
Dr. Randal K. Sharp
John G. Shattuck
Debra Shaw
Jeff R. Shaw
John F. Sheard
Richard A. Sheeran
Dr. Ronald F. Shehane
Hamza S. Sher
Patti C. Sherlock
Edward J. Sheridan
William D. Shinko
Owen Shiroma
David S. Showalter
Mendorha G. Sider
Helene R. Siegel
Dorothy Siek
Raymond S. Sierminski
Edward A. Sierra
Ernest G. Silagyi
Janice O. Silver
Lillian Simmons-Ridley
Pamela A. Sims-Jones
Michael P. Sisk
Antoinette Slack
Joseph T. Slawinski
Jeanne H. Slawson
Beatrice J. Smith
Bruce A. Smith
Colleen D. Smith
Donna G. Smith
Eugene R. Smith
Joe W. Smith
Lee C. Smith
Major A. Smith
Matthew S. Smith
Michael B. Smith
Patrick S. Smith
Shane P. Smith
Vincent T. Smith
Irene J. Smitherman
Randolph D. Sneed
James F. Snell
Matthew S. Snow
Sharon L. Snyder
Susan H. Snyder
Joanne M. Solarek
Scott A. Sones
Barbara J. Sonnenschein
Edward Soto
Gennette R. Spangler
Thomas L. Spangler
Richard A. Spearance
Morris E. Spector
Erica L. Spizzirri

Emmett E. Spurlock
Paul D. Stanley
Edwin A. Staunch
Judith M. Staunch
Sandra V. Steacy
David C. Steckling
Stefan P. Stefaniuk
Catherine Steffler
Marilyn D. Stern
Sherrie E. Stevens
Freida L. Steward-Torres
Joanne K. Stiff
Joanne M. Stives
Cynthia V. St. John
Sheridan H. Stoesser
Kenneth R. Stone
Alan J. Stratton
Courtney D. Straughn
Marianne Striedl
Lawrence F. Struss
Sylvia Stutts
Lalitha Subramanian
Margaret Sullivan
Dare F. Summers
Harold A. Sutton
Jim D. Sutton
Thomas S. Swan
Margaret M. Sweeney
Clay G. Sweet
Frank E. Swihel
Cheron D. Swody
Daniel R. Syvertsen
Robert V. Taino
Robin L. Talimci
Kellie A. Tallentire
Kathy M. Tankersley
Samuel B. Tarshish
Carrie A. Tarver
Keith L. Taylor
Lisa Taylor
Myron E. Taylor
Peter C. Taylor
Lorraine C. Tedesco
Michael D. Terzano
Mary Ann Tetzlaff
Barbara W. Theis
Doris A. Thomas
Mary Lou Thomas
Ted A. Thomas
James D. Thompson
Dustin A. Thornton
Warren J. Thorpe
Mary E. Thorstensen
Linda L. Thrush
Denise K. Thwing
Patricia A. Tiernan
Tina Tinch
Sameel D. Tinson
Mary E. Tobolski
Theresa Tosti
Gerard P. Totaro
Kenneth Trainor

Carolyn S. Trimmer
Sharon D. Troutman
Rose M. Truncellito
Basil Tsolakis
Setsuko Tsuchiya
Frank J. Tulli
Judith E. Tunkle
Muriel A. Turtora
Linda M. Tyger
Margaret M. Ugolick
United Way of the 
Columbia-Willamette

Betty A. Urbanik
Janet A. Urbanowicz
Amy E. Urbish
Paula D. Urie
Edgar E. Vachino
Victor P. Vagnozzi
Lilia V. Valera
Antonietta S. Valery
Carol A. Vandegrift
Barbara A. Vanderkelen
Linda U. Vandy
Patricia R. van Gelder
Arlene Vastano
JoAnne Venice
Jesus Vera
Margaret M. Verzella
Gregory Vidnanski
Lenore C. Villavecchia
Mary S. Virtue
Kamman A. Viterito
Carol P. Voell
Ruth E. Vogel
Tracy F. Vranken
Glenn A. Wade
Dwayne P. Walker
William H. Walker
Antoinette D. Wallace
Barbara M. Wallace
Stephen Walrabenstein
Joan M. Walsh
Weimin Wang
Matthew D. Warner
Clarence Washington
Rev. Lanxton L. Washington
Billie H. Wassmann
Nancy L. Watson
John M. Wayne
Carolyn M. Weaver
David N. Weber
Sheron Weeks
Jason M. Wegleitner
Alison D. Wehringer
Richard Weidner
Bruce E. Weigel
Alice Weinstein
Eli J. Weissman
Robert P. Welch
Raymond H. Weldie
Michael Welliver
Maurice N. Wells

Joanne C. Wentzell
Sigmund Westerman
Richard P. Whalen
Terri L. Whildin
Kenneth C. Whipkey
Janice C. Whitaker
Michael A. Whitby
David J. White
Eugene T. White III
Alyssa E. Whiteman
Michael E. Whitted
Philip W. Wick
Judith Wieckowski
Keith F. Wiehrs
Virginia A. Wiehrs
Damon L. Williams
Dayle M. Williams
Gregory R. Williams
Jacqueline Williams
Joan S. Williams
Nita B. Williams
Calvin L. Wilson
Joseph W. Wilson
Joyce B. Wilson
Susan S. Wilson
Gary C. Winant
Mark A. Wishinsky
Edward J. Wisniewski
Walter W. Wisniewski
Carole J. Wisser
Taj Withall
Anthony Womble
Dr. Mary E. Wombwell
Marcia R. Wood
Robert J. Wood
Alice M. Wright
James L. Wright Jr.
Monica L. Wright
Daniel J. Wyble
Celestine J. Wynn
David M. Yan
Linda B. Yannick
Ronald W. Yeasky
Elizabeth E. Yon
Li-Yun C. Young
Paul E. Young
Terry E. Young
Mary Jane C. Younghans
Marie V. Zach
Charles J. Zerafa
Doris J. Ziefle
Paula J. Ziehme
Richard R. Zientek
Katherine B. Zimmerer
Yvonne Zirrith
Pat V. Ziv
G. David Zorb
Mark P. Zustovich

Honor Roll of Donors
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS

The Azmy Endowment Fund
The Lee Bellarmino Endowment
Fund

The Allen G. Braithwaite III
Endowment Fund

The Michael & Margaret
Brewster Endowment Fund

The Natale S. & Christine
Caliendo Endowment Fund

The Capital Health System
Nursing Education
Scholarship Endowment Fund

The Nicholas & Marjorie
Carnevale Endowment Fund
in Support of Innovation 
& Excellence

The Harry & Shirley Chadwick
Endowment Fund

The James Colaizzo Memorial
Endowment Fund

The Thomas M. Eklund
Endowment Fund

The Susan O. Friedman
Scholarship Endowment Fund

The Donna & Richard Gillespie
Endowed Scholarship Fund

The Gary & Diane Heavin
Endowed Fund

The Norma L. Horton Endowed
Scholarship Fund

The Eric Robert Lear & Joanna
Lear Endowed Fund

The Lockett Family Endowment
Fund

The Dr. Al Maghazehe
Endowment Fund

The Brian & Helen Maloney
Endowment Fund

The Larraine R. Matusak
Endowed Scholarship Fund

The John J. & Valerie L. McCann
Endowment Fund

The Jack & Irene Neary and
Family Endowed Fund

The Julia Cadiz Negron
Endowment Fund

The Timothy O’Brien
Endowment Fund

The Maurice T. Perilli Family
Endowment Fund

The Dr. George A. Pruitt
Endowed Fund

The Dr. George A. Pruitt
Presidential Endowed
Scholarship Fund

The S. John Quattrone
Endowment Fund

The Fred C. Rummel
Foundation Endowed
Scholarship Fund

The David Sarnoff Research
Center Endowment Fund

The Edith & Oscar Smilack
Memorial Scholarship
Endowment Fund

The Edith M. Stapperfenne
Memorial Scholarship Fund

The Albert Stark Leadership
Trenton Endowed Fund

The Thomas C. Streckewald
Endowment Fund

The Thomas Edison State
College Alumni Association
Endowment Fund

The Thomas Edison State
College Endowment Fund

The Caroline P. Tompkins
Endowment Scholarship

The Toscani Scholarship
Endowment Fund

The John S. Watson Institute
for Public Policy Endowment
Fund

The Christian C. Yegen
Endowment Fund

CORPORATE, 
FOUNDATION, AND 
COMMUNITY GIFTS 
AND GRANTS

Bank of America Charitable
Foundation

The Bergh Family Fund of the
Community Foundation of
New Jersey

Big Brothers/Big Sisters
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Foundation

Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Family Strength Associates, Inc.
I Am Trenton Community
Foundation

L.E.K. Consulting, Inc.
Marotta Family Foundation
Morrell Instrument Company,
Inc.

Robert Sydney Needham
Foundation

New Jersey Faith Based
Initiatives

Ortho-McNeil-Janssen
Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

The Provident Bank
Public Service Enterprise Group
Foundation

Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation

TD Charitable Foundation
United Way of the Columbia-
Williamette

United Way of West Central
Connecticut, Inc.

Verizon Foundation
Wachovia Regional Foundation

MATCHING GIFT 
CORPORATIONS AND
FOUNDATIONS

The Abbott Fund
American International Group,
Inc.

The Bechtel Foundation
Biogen Idec Foundation, Inc.
BP Foundation, Inc.
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Foundation, Inc.

The Caterpillar Foundation
Chevron
Chubb & Son, Inc.
Colonial Pipeline Company
The Delta Airlines Foundation
The Duke Energy Foundation
Exelon Corporation
ExxonMobil Foundation
IBM International Foundation
Johnson & Johnson Family of
Companies

The Merck Company
Foundation

Northrop Grumman
Foundation

The Prudential Foundation
Public Service Electric & Gas
Company

Shell Oil Company Foundation
Southern Nuclear Operating
Company

Tyco Electronics
Verizon Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Workman Publishing Company,
Inc.

Xcel Energy Foundation

HERITAGE CIRCLE
Planned Gifts

B. Scott Burkett
Michele A. Frank
Owen O. Freeman Jr.
Dr. Susan O. Friedman
Peter Graulich
Alice Harris
H. Larrimore
Eric Robert Lear
Virginia M. Lofft
Barbara B. Mann
Rita Novitt
Mark A. Platt
Dr. George A. Pruitt

The Estate of S. John Quattrone
Joyce & Robert Stecher
Christian C. Yegen

MEMORIAL GIFTS
“In Memory of…”

Richard E. Ingram
Susan L. Ingram

J. Richard Showalter
Diana B. Anderson
Dr. Regine Benalcazar
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Cassidy
Harry Hurst Coffman
Dr. Elisabeth B. Collins
Linda L. Leong
Gerald A. Long
Richard Martinez
Timothy F. O’Brien
Alice Rogan
Dorothy Siek
Linda L. Thrush

THE EDISON SOCIETY
Endowment Benefactors

Dr. Ahmed A. Azmy
Lee Bellarmino
Allen G. Braithwaite III
Michael & Margaret Brewster
Capital Health System
Jim & Nancy Carnes
Nicholas & Marjorie Carnevale
Harry & Shirley Chadwick
Dr. Susan O. Friedman
Richard & Donna Gillespie
Gary & Diane Heavin
Lennert & Deborah Josefson
Raymond A. Koski, Esq.
Eric Robert & Joanna Lear
Clarence Lockett
Dr. Al Maghazehe
Brian & Helen Maloney
John J. & Valerie L. McCann
Jack & Irene Neary
Daniel Negron Jr.
Timothy O’Brien
Maurice T. Perilli
Dr. George A. Pruitt
The Estate of S. John Quattrone
The Fred C. Rummel
Foundation

Sarnoff Corporation
Michael J. Smilack & Family
The Estate of Edith M.
Stapperfenne

Albert Stark
Caroline P. Tompkins
Michael R. Toscani, Pharm.D.
Christian C. Yegen

   



ANNUAL GALA 
CONTRIBUTORS, 
PARTICIPANTS, 
SPONSORS AND 
VOLUNTEERS

Anonymous
Ehab Abousabe
All Access Mental Health
American Cancer Society
Amoroso Flower Shop
Antonio’s Cleaners
Applebee’s 
Arden Theatre Company
Richard & Elsa Arndt
A Step Above Organizing
Ahmed & Nadia Azmy
Azmy Architects, LLC
Bank of America
The Bank of Princeton
Bayshore Recycling Corp.
Biltmore Capital Advisors
Borden Perlman Insurance
Agency

Bradford Renaissance Portraits
Bredenbeck’s Bakery & Ice
Cream Parlor

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Broadway Ballroom Dance
Studio

Bunker Hill Consultation Center
Burlington County College
Camden Riversharks Baseball
Can-Do Fitness
Capital Health
Capital Singers of Trenton
Capitol Copy Service
Floyd J. Carl
Nicholas & Marjorie Carnevale
Children’s Specialized Hospital
Christine’s Restaurant
Chuckles Pizza & Pasta
Clarke Caton Hintz, PC
Clique Salon & Spa
Clydz Restaurant
Donald & Patti Conover
Cooper Pest Solutions
Council of New Jersey
Grantmakers

Cushman & Wakefield of NJ,
Inc.

Beverly Dash
Lisa & Alan Davidowski
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick & Cole, LLP
Eastman Kodak Company
Essex County College
Michele Evanchik
Ewing Hall of Frames
First Choice Bank
Garden State Discovery
Museum

Roxanne Globis

Milady Gonzalez
Mark & Susan Gordon
Jennifer Guerrero
Barbara Hare & George Martin
Hart’s Cyclery & Fitness
Richard & Margaret Hoisington
Hoisington Engineers
IBEW Local Union 269
Maria Imbalzano, Esq.
InHouse Marketing
Misty Isak
Isles, Inc.
Italian-American National Hall
of Fame, Inc.

Barbara George Johnson
Jaclyn Joworisak
Just A Little Something
Kat Man Du
KOL, LLC
Anne Koons
KPMG, LLP
Kramer Photography
Kevin R. Kuhn
Cecily A. Laidman
Lamberti Restaurant Consulting
Lambertville-New Hope Rotary
Lambertville Station
Lassus Wherley
Lear & Pannepacker, LLC
Leigh Visual Imaging
LongHorn Steakhouse
MaCherie Boutique
Brian & Helen Maloney
Louis F. Martini
Melissa Maszczak
McCarter Theatre Center
Medieval Times Dinner &
Tournament

The Melting Pot
Mercadien Consulting, LLC
Mercedes-Benz of Princeton
Mercer County Community
College

Mercer County Park
Commission

Metro Grill
Nassau Inn
National Junior Tennis &
Learning Of Trenton

New Jersey Chapter US Green
Building Council

New Jersey Devils
New Jersey Manufacturers
Insurance Group

New Jersey Nets
New Jersey Network
New Jersey State Library
New Jersey State Theater
New York Giants
NK Architects
Passage Theatre Company
Pennington-Ewing Athletic
Club

Pennington Quality Market
Maurice T. Perilli
Thomas S. Perrino
Philadelphia Eagles
Philadelphia 76ers
Piccolo Trattoria
David & Laura Pizzi
Please Touch Museum
Plumb Chiropractic
Plumbers & Pipefitters Local
Union #9

PNC Bank
Bruce & Carol Post
Roland & Annie Pott
Marie R. Power-Barnes
The Present Company
The Princeton Packet, Inc.
Princeton Pro Musica
Public Service Electric & Gas
Patience Purdy
Bess J. Quattrone
Rebecca Quattrone
Rat’s Restaurant
Red Bank Veterinary Hospital
Richardson Commercial
Realtors, LLC

Rider University
Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital Hamilton

Roma Bank Community
Foundation, Inc.

Kelly Saccomanno
Dr. Edward H. Salmon
Salmon Ventures, Ltd.
Salt Creek Grille
Sesame Place
Settimo Cielo
Shaffer’s Tailors & Men’s Shop
Mindi Shalita
Sharbell Building Company, LLC
Shop Rite
Sigma Group, Inc.
SHM Mailers
Linda Soltis
Eleanor Spiegel
Spiezle Group, Inc.
Erica Spizzirri
Stark & Stark
St. Francis Medical
Center/Catholic Health East

Stifel Nicolaus & Company
St. Lawrence Rehabilitation
Center

Stonehouse Meetings & Events,
LLC

Sun National Bank
Sun National Bank Center
TD Bank
Thomas Edison State College
Thomas Edison State College
Foundation Board of Directors

Thomas Edison State College
Foundation Gala Committee

John P. Thurber & Connie
Cloonan

Lauren Murphy & Michael R.
Toscani, Pharm.D.

Peter Toscani
Trenton Country Club
Trenton Devils
Trenton Makes, Inc.
Trenton Thunder
UMH Properties, Inc.
Urban Word, LLC
USERInsight
US Nails II
The Variable Annuity & Life
Insurance Company

Wachovia, A Wells Fargo
Company

Waters, McPherson, McNeill, PC
Margaret M. Webster
Alysia Welch-Chester
Who Wants to be a Millionaire?
Wildflowers Inn
WithumSmith & Brown, PC
Wollman Skating Rink
The Yardley Inn
Raymond & Laura Young
Dr. Joseph Youngblood II
ZB Sports

THE THOMAS C. 
STRECKEWALD GOLF 
CLASSIC PARTICIPANTS, 
SPONSORS AND 
VOLUNTEERS

92.5 XTU
Mark & Carron Albert
American Cancer Society
Applebee’s
Jill Baker
Bank of America
Anna Benitz
BJ’s Wholesale Club, Inc.
Laura Brenner-Scotti
Heather Brooks
Café Antonio
Capital Health
Capitol Copy Service
Floyd J. Carl
Children’s Specialized Hospital
Chimney Hill Estate Inn
Jeff Clark
Cookies By Design
The Crystal Garden
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Frank J. Fresca
Peter Gallagher
Roxanne L. Globis
Jennifer Guerrero
Margaret & Richard Hoisington
Hoisington Engineers, LLC
Maria Imbalzano, Esq.
Misty Isak

Honor Roll of Donors

20 INVENTION | SPRING 2011



A P P L AU S E
A P P L AU S E

Sandra Lee Eckert BA ’08

Sandra Lee Eckert received a Master of
Science in Library Science degree from
Clarion University in 2010.

Ronald Catania BSBA ’81

Ronald Catania will be appointed to a second
term with the Board of Directors for the
Connecticut Police Chief’s Association in June
2011. He was selected as the first non-sworn
police chief to represent the security industry.
For 40 years, Catania has held leadership
positions as vice president of Asset
Protection and Risk Management for two
major Connecticut retail corporations.
Controlling inventory shortage and providing
risk management enhancements has been
the main focus of his career. Serving in the
U.S. Air Force from 1965 to 1969, Catania’s
special intelligence service training
positioned him for assignments in the United
States, Europe and Vietnam. Throughout his
career, Catania has been a mentor to his
direct reports who desire to serve their
country and/or become employed by state or
federal agencies. He is a champion for the
Return to Work Program for Military
Veterans. Recently, Catania was selected to
serve as a board member for the construction
and implementation of a Veterans Memorial
that will be built in Rocky Hill, Conn. Catania
has been a civic volunteer for StandDown,
the American Red Cross, Ground Zero, the MS
Bike Tour, Hurricane Katrina, the Town of
Rocky Hill, the Special Olympics and the Kleen
Energy Plant. A disabled American veteran,
Catania has spent his life as a special
advocate, has testified and emphatically
supported the challenged and disabled.

Mark Cheaney   
ASAST ’93, BSAST ’94

Mark Cheaney completed his MBA with a
concentration in finance from North Central
College, Naperville, Ill., in 2001. After
spending seven years with SAS Institute in
various sales leadership roles, he recently
began working for Concur, the largest
supplier of online employee expense
management solutions, as its director of
Sales for the central region, large markets.

Ann Marie Keim BA ’92

Ann Marie Keim is an IT security official,
auditing systems for compliance at Kennedy
Space Center in Florida, where, she noted,
“dreams are launched!” Keim explained that
not only does her job allow her to keep
abreast of the trends in technology, but she
also volunteers her time to support launches
and landings of the space shuttles. “I get to
see up close what most can only watch on
TV,” she added. Keim is currently pursuing a
master’s degree in cyber security from the
University of Maryland University College.

Mary Ann O’Neill  BSN ’06

Mary Ann O’Neill, RN, recently graduated
from Walden University with a master’s
degree in nursing.

Jesse MacKenzie  AA ’07

Jesse MacKenzie completed a Professional
Certificate in Injury-Preventive Keyboard
Technique at Salem College in Winston-
Salem, N.C., in December 2010. Working on his
BA in piano at Salem College, MacKenzie
noted, “I would like to thank Thomas Edison
State College for helping me complete many
of my general education credits, so that when
I came to music school, I was able to
concentrate on my music courses.”

Steve T. Matsui  BSAST ’09

Steve T. Matsui was commissioned on March
11, 2011, after completing Officer Candidate
School in Newport, R.I. Appointed to the rank
of ensign and designated as a surface warfare
officer, Matsui is assigned to the newly
christened destroyer USS William P. Lawrence
(DDG 110).

Patricia A. Martinelli  
MAPS ’03

Patricia A. Martinelli has been appointed
administrator and curator of the Vineland
Historical and Antiquarian Society Museum in
Vineland, N.J. The historical society is the
second oldest in the state, preceded only by
the New Jersey State Historical Society.
Martinelli, an author, is currently completing
her seventh book, New Jersey Ghost Towns,
which will be published by Stackpole Books of
Mechanicsburg, Pa., in 2012.

   
KC Prime Restaurant &
Steakhouse

KPMG LLP
Eric Robert Lear
Lear & Pannepacker, LLP
Michael Lettiere
Melissa Maszczak
Joseph & Mary McCreesh
Mercadien Technologies, LLC
Mercer County Community
College

Jennifer Montone
Office Furniture Partnership
Olde York Country Club
Pennington Quality Market
Philadelphia Eagles
Pine Creek Miniature Golf
The Present Company
Princeton Air Conditioning, Inc.
The Princeton Packet, Inc.
Rider University Athletics
Rita’s Water Ice
Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital Hamilton

Roma Bank
Linda Rosner
Royce Brook Golf Club
Kelly Saccomanno
Michael & Marcia Scheiring
Mindi Shalita
SHM Mailers
Linda Soltis
Springdale Golf Club
Jennifer Stark
Stark & Stark
Stifel Nicolaus & Company
Catherine J. Streckewald
Daniel Streckewald
F.L. & Joan Streckewald
Kevin Streckewald
TD Bank
Thomas Edison State College
Terry Thornton
Dr. Michael Toscani
Trenton Country Club
Trenton Devils
Trenton Marriott Lafayette Yard
Trenton Thunder
Frank Tulli
Linda Vasbinder
John K. Walsh
Assemblywoman Bonnie
Watson Coleman

The Tiger Woods Foundation
Yardley Country Club
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Jeff Pickens  BSBA ’oo

Jeff Pickens has turned a hobby into a part-
time business, launching Easy Pickens BBQ &
More, a competitive BBQ team and catering
service in southern New Jersey. By day Pickens
is audit manager at Lockheed Martin in Cherry
Hill, N.J.

Tom Purdom  BA ’77

Tom Purdom, a veteran
science fiction writer, re-
cently wrote his “literary
memoir” When I Was
Writing. The memoir
takes the reader inside a
writer’s mind and tells
how Purdom wrote
some of the stories and

novels he’s produced since he sold his first story
more than 50 year ago. Purdom has taught
some specialized writing courses at Temple Uni-
versity and Drexel University, before he earned
his Thomas Edison State College degree and, he
noted, “The experience convinced me a degree
would be a useful credential.”

Scott E. Rogers  BA ’04

Scott E. Rogers has been appointed and
promoted within federal civil service to the
position of supervisory contract specialist in the
National Acquisitions Branch of the National
Operations Center of the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) at the Denver Federal
Center. Rogers will be supervising the 10
contract specialists of the Construction
Contracting Section acquiring construction
services in support of the BLM's mission.

Keep Us Posted!
Please tell us about the latest news about you. As a graduate of
Thomas Edison State College, we invite you to submit items for the
Applause, Applause section to keep us updated on what is
happening in your life. 

Please send your news to invention@tesc.edu and be sure to
include your first and last name, your address, your preferred
phone, the year you graduated and what degree you earned.
Updates can also be sent to: 

Thomas Edison State College
Invention Editor 
101 W. State St.
Trenton, N.J. 08608-1176
FAX (609) 777-1894

Printed On Recycled Paper

Leave Your Legacy with 
Thomas Edison State College

whaT will your legacy be?

� Do you want to make a gift for the future of Thomas 
Edison State College that costs you nothing today? 

� Do you want to leave more of your estate to your 
family?

� Do you want to avoid capital gains liability and benefit 
from the tax deduction?

� Do you want to create a long-term gift that will not 
draw funds from your estate?

There are many questions you may have about long-term
support of your alma mater, but with careful planning 
and guidance, leaving your legacy of support at Thomas
Edison State College has never been easier.

To learn more abouT planned giving, 
deTach and reTurn The informaTion requesT below 

or conTacT us aT (609) 984-1588 exT. 2077, 
development@tesc.edu or visiT www.tesc.edu/legacy. 

Planned Giving Information Request Form
Name________________________________________ Former/Maiden Name ____________________________

Home Address ________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP ________________________________________________________________________________

Preferred Phone (             )________________________ E-mail Address __________________________________
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