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THE COVE HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM
OVERVIEW
The Cove School offers high school students a variety of educational programs. A rich array of support services and a rigorous
curriculum provide students with a customized, individualized program to match their diverse, individual needs. Programs are
more fully described in the following sections.

STUDENT BODY
The Cove School provides a comprehensive program for ninth through twelfth grade students. Of the approximate 80 students
from 30 diverse school districts and regions throughout the Chicago metropolitan and suburban areas, most students attend Cove
on a full time basis; some are dually enrolled and take courses at their home schools. We encourage all students to become
actively involved in peer groups and the Cove School community.

FOCUS ON LEADERSHIP
Cove is a safe and nurturing environment in which students have many opportunities for leadership roles. Building on strengths,
within an accepting milieu, focuses the path to each student’s individual success. Participation in student council, theatrical
performances, clubs, sports’ teams, Big Buddy and Cove Kids Care are some ways in which our students share their talents within
the school and throughout the community. Cove believes that developing the strengths of each student is a critical part of
preparation for life.

CURRICULUM
The high school curriculum offers a variety of courses at various levels to meet the diverse needs of our students. The curriculum
is aligned with the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) standards and has a life preparatory focus, which includes specific skill
development in each year to support each student's Transition Plan. A high school schedule has nine periods. A typical schedule
will include two periods daily for English (literature/reading and composition/writing), and one period each for math, social
science, natural science, physical education, health/fitness, and lunch. Electives vary each year but typically include courses that
focus on the fine arts, computer education, world languages, , and driver education. One semester of consumer
economics/personal finance education is also required for graduation. Grades and credits are provided for each course per
Illinois graduation requirements. Students who are funded by their public school district must also meet their home high schools'
graduation requirements.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAM
Students are exposed to a variety of extra-curricular choices. In addition to the activities listed in the Focus on Leadership section,
Cove also offers a co-ed basketball team, prom, cheerleading, school store, yearbook, Special Olympics basketball tournament,
CAAEL Tournament (Chicago Area Alternative Education League), and Jump Rope/Hoops for Heart.
Social activities for high school students take place once per month after school, throughout the school year. Social activities are
both traditional school events such as prom and homecoming and fun social outings.
High school clubs can be either academic or special interest and are offered to students during lunch or on Monday through
Thursday immediately after school. The clubs offered change each year and are determined by student interest. Student
suggestions are always welcome and given priority consideration in determining club choices.
Extra-curricular activities promote a sense of school pride, the development of social skills, and provide opportunities for
students to build friendships that emphasize independence and the acquisition of life skills.
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TRANSITION SERVICES
Beginning at age 14, students are assigned to and meet privately with a Transition Counselor and/or with an Advisory teacher in
an Advisory class to develop a Transition Portfolio. Sessions may include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scheduling individual student meetings
Developing and reviewing the student’s current IEP Transition Plan, post-secondary outcomes, and goals
Updating and reviewing the student’s transcript and graduation requirements
Accessing career exploration and college planning websites
Assistance in completing Interest and Learning Styles inventories
Assistance in preparing for college entrance exams, (e.g., PSAT, SAT, and ACT) and Khan Academy registration and test
preparation
Assisting students with the college search and application process and guidance in writing a personal essay
Updating College Readiness Guides
Providing assistance to facilitate the financial aid process for college admissions
Providing Parent Education programs
Scheduling individual parent meetings/conferences
Providing information for adult services
Internship program, job shadows, job related field trips, and Career Day
Post-secondary planning

HIGH SCHOOL ADVISORY/SEMINAR
The High School Advisory course is focused on preparing Cove students for post-secondary life, including the development of
Transition-related services and goals.
Themes include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Self-awareness: understanding and articulating strengths and challenges
Self-determination: ownership and responsibility for decision making
Perseverance: ability to adjust to change and work through difficulties
Goal-setting: ability to set goals and develop a plan to achieve goals
Advocacy: understanding when and how to request needed supports
Time management and other Executive Functioning skills: ability to incorporate in daily living
Vocational Preparation
Understanding one’s disability and if/when it’s appropriate to disclose
Independence
Problem Solving
Soft Skills
Character/Employability
Transition Skills
o Learn job-related skills
o Complete vocational and transition assessments
o Complete career related interest inventories
o Complete self-assessments
o Develop awareness of jobs: qualifications, hiring requirements, outlook
o Identify short-term career goals
o Identify supports needed to achieve post-secondary education goals
o Identify learning styles
o Interviewing skills, resume writing
o Executive Functioning
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RELATED SERVICES
At Cove, we recognize that many of our students need more time to achieve their goals. Intensive, integrated services in
speech/language, reading, social work, and occupational therapy are provided.
At Cove School, teachers and therapists teach and assist students to effectively manage time, space & materials, and assignments.
Strategies include: creating checklists and 'to do' lists, estimating how long tasks will take; breaking longer assignments into
chunks and assigning time frames for completion of each; using visual calendars to track long term assignments, due dates,
chores, and activities; organizing one's work space, minimizing clutter, scheduling weekly 'clean up and organize' times; and
meeting with teachers/therapists on a regular basis to review work and to troubleshoot problems.

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
Speech/Language therapy is an integral part of the comprehensive programming offered at Cove School. Therapy is provided in
both individual and group therapy formats and integrated within the student's academic and social curriculum. Students are
evaluated using a variety of standardized language protocols, clinical observation and team discussion to help identify their
strengths and weaknesses. The Speech Pathologist and the student’s team of specialists, as a part of the IEP process, develop and
implement speech and language goals. To facilitate the transition to post high school opportunities, emphasis is placed on
strengthening social communication skills, improving self-advocacy, and developing and using communication strategies to
optimize post-secondary success.

READING RESOURCE
High School reading services are provided in the classroom, small group settings, and on an individualized basis. The Cove
School's specialists assess students, and services are delivered based upon those assessments and the teachers'
recommendations. Reading instruction focuses on decoding syllabication strategies as students are taught the necessary
strategies/rules to become proficient readers. In addition, vocabulary, word usage, fluency, and comprehension are included in
instruction.
The use of technology comprises another essential part of our reading program. Students learn to use technology to access and
support reading. Examples of reading technology are e-Books, screen readers, and Read and Write for Google. Cove has
subscriptions to both BookShare and Learning Ally.

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
As defined by The Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities Act of 1994 (PL 103-218), “An assistive
technology device is …any item, piece of equipment, or product that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the abilities of
people with disabilities.” “An assistive technology service is…any service that directly assists a person with a disability in
selecting, obtaining, or using an assistive technology device.” By law, AT must be considered for every student with an IEP.
At Cove we believe that AT should be an integral part of all our students’ education. Cove provides a 1:1 Chrome Book program
for our high school students. Every device has a full complement of tools including: Read and Write for Google, CoWriter
Universal and GSuite. These tools enable our students to access the material being taught and to demonstrate their knowledge
and understanding in the most accurate and productive manner. Every student at Cove is individually screened to determine
what tools and strategies best suit his or her skills and needs. Students are provided with instruction, both 1:1 and in small
groups. They are also encouraged to advocate for themselves – to assure that they have access to the AT that they require to
succeed, whether in an academic or vocational setting. Knowledge and use of assistive technology will enable our students to
become active, engaged learners.

SOCIAL WORK
Social Work Services – Social work services are designed to accommodate the unique social and emotional needs of each student.
At the individual level, a student receives weekly services to provide the support and guidance that will assist him/her in reaching
the Social Emotional Learning (SEL) standards required by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE). Social workers are
integral in working on the transitions that are inherent within school and social contexts. Services are also provided in dyads or
small groups to promote confidence, the belief in one’s own capability and the opportunity to build satisfying peer relationships.
On a systemic and more collaborative level, social workers may also co-facilitate groups with speech and language pathologists,
learning disabilities specialists, and the school art therapist. In each of these areas of intervention, strong consideration is given
to the unique biological, physiological, psychological, and social development of each student. The goal is to intervene at the level
of the student’s emotional development, and to promote ongoing growth at a pace that is conducive to his/her success.
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ART THERAPY

Art Therapy is a form of expressive therapy that uses the creative process of making art to improve a person’s physical, mental,
and emotional well-being. The creative process involved in expressing one’s self artistically can help students resolve issues as
well as develop and manage their behaviors and feelings, reduce stress, and improve self-esteem and awareness. Art Therapy art
may promote personal development, increase coping skills, enhance cognitive abilities, and develop the enjoyment of the lifeaffirming pleasures of making art. Services are provided individually or with a dyad to support students’ needs. The art therapist
may also co-facilitate groups that incorporate art therapy directives with social workers, speech and language therapists,
occupational therapists, and support staff to meet the unique needs of each student.

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Best Practice Occupational Therapy is an integrated service delivery model, working in collaboration with the classroom teachers
to help improve occupational performance. Within Cove School, each child continues to receive individualized treatment, although
the focus is to prepare our students for life/academics outside of the school walls. Treatment sessions are incorporated into the
classroom setting (push in) with less focus on individualized (pullout) sessions. This allows for generalization of skills within a
more natural environment. If specific skills or areas of need are present that would benefit from individualized pullout session(s),
then these sessions are scheduled into the student's school day with minimal disruption to academic classes.
Cove High School students are also given explicit instruction on the use of an organizational system that was specifically
developed for The Cove School by the Occupational Therapy department. High School case managers and classroom teachers
assist the students in maintaining organized files and assignment notebooks; they also help students with assignment
organization. These skills are vital to success outside of Cove, in both academics and in the world-of-work.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
1

This course is designed for students to improve and expand their reading, writing,
research, public speaking and listening skills and to review the conventions of
grammatical structure. Students will read both fiction and non-fiction and use the SelfRegulated Strategy Development (SRSD) system for writing. Formal written essays
and oral presentations are essential components of this course.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
2

This course is designed to focus on vocabulary development, writing skills and essay
development. Students will not only write a selection of essays, but they will also be
introduced to a variety of novels and literary works. Oral presentations are an
essential component of this course.

ISBE Course #: 01001A000
Grade Level: 9
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

ISBE Course #: 01002A000
Grade Level: 10
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
3
ISBE Course #: 01003A000
Grade Level: 11
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
4
ISBE Course #: 01004A000
Grade Level: 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

LITERATURE
ISBE Course #: 01053A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

STRATEGIC READING
ISBE Course #: 01066A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

This course will introduce students to various American writers and literature. The
content of the course will integrate reading, writing, speaking and research. Students
will be introduced to a variety of novels and literary works.

This course is designed to expand writing experiences that include various genres,
research and composition. Students will also be exposed to myths, legends, and
historical fiction.

This course is designed to engage students in the critical analysis of classic and
contemporary literature. Students will deepen their understanding of the way in
which writers use language to provide meaning and pleasure for their readers. Class
activities will include discussion, composition and oral presentations.
This course is intended to improve a student’s vocabulary, critical thinking and
analysis skills, or reading rate and comprehension level. This course will focus on
fiction and nonfiction. Comprehension strategies are also a focus of this course.

ASSISTED READING

This course offers students the opportunity to focus on their reading skills. Assistance
is targeted to students’ particular weaknesses and is designed to teach students
strategies to read more efficiently.

CORRECTIVE READING

This course offers diagnostic and remedial activities designed to correct reading
difficulties and habits that interfere with students’ progress in developing reading
skills and understandings. Activities are chosen to increase or improve students’
reading comprehension, reading technique, fluency, decoding and general literacy
skills. The course focuses on reading skills with assistance to students who need help
in developing new strategies to become more efficient readers.

ISBE Course #: 01067A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0
ISBE Course #: 01068A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CONTINUED
PUBLIC SPEAKING

ISBE Course #:01151A000
Grade Level: 10,11,12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

The focus of the Public Speaking course is the communication process. The basic
elements of oral communication include the speaker, the speech, the method of
speaking, and the listener. Students learn the concepts of both verbal and
nonverbal communication, and how to apply strategies in order to become more
effective speakers when delivering speeches and participating in debates. An
instructor from Piven Theater joins the class for eight weeks in both the fall and
spring semesters to teach improvisational techniques and theater games.

MATHEMATICS
INFORMAL MATH
ISBE Course #: 02001A000
Grade Level: 9
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

Informal Mathematics emphasizes the teaching of mathematics as problem
solving, communication, and reasoning, and highlights the connections among
mathematical topics and between mathematics and other disciplines. These
courses approach the teaching of general math, pre-algebra, and pre-geometry
topics by applying numbers, and algebraic and geometric concepts and
relationships to real world problems.

FOUNDATION MATH

Foundation Math examines particular topics such as arithmetic or basic
conceptual skills. These courses extend the problem solving, communication, and
reasoning skills of informal mathematics and approach the teaching of general
math by applying whole number and rational number concepts to real world
problems.

GENERAL MATH

General Math reinforces and expands students' foundational math skills, such as
arithmetic operations using rational numbers; area, perimeter, and volume of
geometric figures, congruence and similarity, angle relationships, the Pythagorean
theorem, the rectangular coordinate system, sets and logic, ratio and proportion,
estimation, formulas, solving and graphing simple equations and inequalities.

OCCUPATIONALLY APPLIED
MATH

Occupationally Applied Math reinforces general math skills, extend these skills to
include some pre-algebra and algebra topics, and use these skills primarily in
occupational applications. Course topics typically include rational numbers,
measurement, basic statistics, ratio and proportion, basic geometry, formulas, and
simple equations.

PRE-ALGEBRA 1

The first part in a multi-part sequence of Pre-Algebra. Pre-Algebra 1 course
increases students' foundational math skills and prepares them for Algebra I by
covering topics, such as properties of rational numbers (i.e., number theory), ratio,
proportion, estimation, exponents and radicals.

PRE-ALGEBRA 2

The second part in a multi-part sequence of Pre-Algebra. Pre-Algebra 2 increases
students' foundational math skills and prepare them for Algebra I by covering
topics, such as the rectangular coordinate system, sets and logic, formulas, and
solving first-degree equations and inequalities.

ISBE Course #: 02003A000
Grade Level: 10
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0
ISBE Course #: 02002A000
Grade Level: 11
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

ISBE Course #: 02152A000
Grade Level: 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0
ISBE Course #: 02051A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0
ISBE Course #: 02051A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

ALGEBRA 1
ISBE Course #: 02052A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

Algebra I includes the study of properties and operations of the real number
system; evaluating rational algebraic expressions; solving and graphing first
degree equations and inequalities; translating word problems into equations;
operations with and factoring of polynomials; and solving simple quadratic
equations.

6

MATHEMATICS CONTINUED
TRANSITION ALGEBRA
ISBE Course #: 02055A000
Grade Level: 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

Transition Algebra reviews and extends algebra and geometry concepts for students
who have already taken Algebra 1 and Geometry. Transition Algebra courses include
a review of such topics as properties and operations of real numbers; evaluation of
rational algebraic expressions; solutions and graphs of first degree equations and
inequalities; translation of word problems into equations; operations with and
factoring of polynomials; simple quadratics; properties of plane and solid figures;
rules of congruence and similarity; coordinate geometry including lines, segments,
and circles in the coordinate plane; and angle measurement in triangles including
trigonometric ratios.

ALGEBRA 2

Algebra 2 topics typically include field properties and theorems; set theory;
operations with rational and irrational expressions; factoring of rational expressions;
in-depth study of linear equations and inequalities; quadratic equations; solving
systems of linear and quadratic equations; graphing of constant, linear, and quadratic
equations; properties of higher degree equations; and operations with rational and
irrational exponents.

GEOMETRY

Geometry, emphasizing an abstract, formal approach to the study of geometry,
typically include topics such as properties of plane and solid figures; concepts of
congruence, similarity, parallelism, perpendicularity, and proportion; and rules of
angle measurement in triangles.

ISBE Course #: 02056A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

ISBE Course #: 02072A000
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

PRE-CALCULUS
ISBE Course #: 02110A000
Grade Level: 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

CALCULUS
ISBE Course #: 02121A000
Grade Level: 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

CONSUMER MATH
ISBE Course #: 02157A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

Pre-Calculus combines the study of Trigonometry, Elementary Functions, Analytic
Geometry, and Math Analysis topics as preparation for calculus. Topics typically
include the study of complex numbers; polynomial, logarithmic, exponential, rational,
right trigonometric, and circular functions, and their relations, inverses and graphs;
trigonometric identities and equations; solutions of right and oblique triangles;
vectors; the polar coordinate system; conic sections; Boolean algebra and symbolic
logic; mathematical induction; matrix algebra; sequences and series; and limits and
continuity.
Calculus includes the study of derivatives, differentiation, integration, the definite
and indefinite integral, and applications of calculus. Typically, students have
previously attained knowledge of pre-calculus topics (some combination of
trigonometry, elementary functions, analytic geometry, and math analysis).
Consumer Math reinforces general math topics (such as arithmetic using rational
numbers, measurement, ratio and proportion, and basic statistics) and applies these
skills to consumer problems and situations. Applications typically include buying and
selling products and services, calculating wages, banking services, budgeting, and can
be extended to taxation, credit, insurance, home and/or car ownership, and
investment.
* This class is an elective and requires teacher recommendation and/or parent request.

MATHEMATICS PROFICIENCY Mathematics Proficiency Development courses are designed to assist students in
acquiring the skills necessary to pass proficiency examinations.
DEVELOPMENT
ISBE Course #: 02294A000
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5
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LIFE AND PHYSICAL SCIENCES
EARTH SCIENCE
ISBE Course #: 03001A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

BIOLOGY
ISBE Course #: 03051A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

PHYSICAL SCIENCE
ISBE Course #: 03059A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

Earth Science presents an overview of the earth systems: geosphere, biosphere,
atmosphere and hydrosphere. Students are engaged in multi-sensory lessons that
include laboratory, projects and discussion-based study. The units of study are the
Earth’s Surface, The Changing Earth, Earth’s Waters, Earth’s Atmosphere and Space
Science. Human and chemical impact on the earth’s systems is covered through the
historical and current footprints of our societies.
Biology is an investigation of the characteristics of living organisms and their
interdependence. Students are engaged in multi-sensory lessons that include
laboratory, projects and discussion-based studies. Students explore and investigate
relationships of life forms. There is a strong emphasis on the human to planet
environmental impacts. Units of study include: chemistry of life, cells, genetics,
ecology, plant and animal structures, and relationships among living things.
Physical Science is a comprehensive analysis of the physical laws of the universe and
connections to the chemistry components. Students are engaged in multi-sensory
lessons that include laboratory, projects and discussion-based studies. The unit topics
are: heat, light, energy, sound, electricity, force, motion and momentum. Students
explore a practical application of physical properties in relation to our environments.

SOCIAL SCIENCE AND HISTORY
WORLD HISTORY
ISBE Course #: 04051A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

UNITED STATES HISTORY
ISBE Course #: 04101A000
Grade Level: 11
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

U.S. GOVERNMENT & CIVICS
ISBE Course #: 04151A000
Grade Level: 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

World History includes the study of prehistoric people, the ancient civilizations of
Sumer, Babylonia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome, and then the study of the Middle Ages,
the Reformation, and the Renaissance. A main goal of the course is to enable
students to acquire a sense of key facts, major themes, and global trends in world
history. Study skills addressed in the course include textbook reading, test-taking,
and memory strategies, as well as writing and discussion skills. Higher-level thinking
is encouraged through during discussion, recitation, and role-plays. Multi-sensory
lessons may include some hands-on activities and various visual presentations.
In this course, students will acquire a basic knowledge and understanding of United
States history. Emphasis is on learning key facts and gaining an understanding of
basic themes. Periods covered may include The Colonial Period, the Revolutionary
Period, the Period of Population expansion and democratization, the Pre-Civil War
issues, the Civil War Period, the Reconstruction Period and beyond. Reading and
writing skills and various study skills, such as note-taking and test-taking techniques
are included in this study. Much discussion encourages the development of higher
level thinking skills, and hands-on activities and abundant visual presentations
supplement the learning.
U.S. Government and Civics provides an overview of the structure and functions of the
U.S. government and political institutions and examines constitutional principles, the
concepts of rights and responsibilities, the role of political parties and interest
groups, the roles and responsibilities of citizens to participate in the political process,
and the relationship of the individual to the law and legal system. This course may
examine the structure and function of state and local governments and may cover
certain economic and legal topics.
Graduation requirement of a passing grade on a test covering: U.S. Constitution,
Illinois Constitution Test, and flag etiquette.

8

SOCIAL SCIENCE AND HISTORY CONTINUED
HUMANITIES
ISBE Course #: 04302A000
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

CONTEMPORARY WORLD
ISSUES
ISBE Course #: 04064A000
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

PSYCHOLOGY
ISBE Course #: 04254A000
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

If students enjoy world history, traveling back in time, learning about early
civilizations and excavating ruins, the Humanities course will offer quite an adventure!
The focus is on studying various countries, art history, creating art, listening to music
of the locale, and tasting culinary delights while immersed in geography through map
study. Gardner’s Art History, the AGS series, A Survey of World Cultures, Bishop’s A
Guide To Humanities, The Great Course, A History of European Art DVD Collection,
The Daily Book of Art and travel guides are as resources. Students will have access to
a variety of international films and Smart Board interactive activities.
The Contemporary World Issues course enables students to study political, economic,
and social issues facing the world. These courses may focus on current issues, examine
selected issues throughout the 20th century, and look at historical causes or possible
solutions.

Psychology introduces students to the study of individual human behavior. Course content
typically includes (but is not limited to) an overview of the field of psychology, topics in
human growth and development, personality and behavior, and abnormal psychology.

PHYSICAL, HEALTH, AND SAFETY EDUCATION
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
ISBE Course #: 08001A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

HEALTH EDUCATION
ISBE Course #: 08051A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

DRIVERS’ EDUCATION
ISBE Course #: 08151A000
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Quarter
Course Credit: 0.25

Physical Education provides students with knowledge, experience, and an opportunity to
develop skills in more than one of the following sports or activities: team sports,
individual/dual sports, recreational sports, and fitness/conditioning activities.

Topics covered within Health Education may vary widely, but typically include personal
health (nutrition, mental health and stress management, drug/alcohol abuse prevention,
disease prevention, and first aid) and consumer health issues. The courses may also
include brief studies of environmental health, personal development, and/or community
resources.
Drivers’ Education provides students with the knowledge to become safe drivers on
America’s roadways. Topics include legal obligations and responsibility, rules of the road
and traffic procedures, safe driving strategies and practices, and the physical and mental
factors affecting the driver's capability, including distracted driving, alcohol and other
drugs. Fulfills IL 30 hour graduation requirement. 'Behind-the-Wheel' lessons are offered
for an additional fee.
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FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS
INTRODUCTION TO THEATER
ARTS
ISBE Course #: 05051A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

THEATER ARTS
ISBE Course #: 05052A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

ART APPRECIATION
ISBE Course #: 05151A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

CREATIVE ART
ISBE Course #: 05154A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
ISBE Course #: 05167A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

GRAPHIC DESIGN
ISBE Course #: 05162A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

INTEGRATED FINE ARTS
ISBE Course #: 05201A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

Introduction To Theater Arts provides an overview of the art, conventions, and
history of the theater. Although the courses sometimes include experiential
exercises, they emphasize learning about the theater rather than performance.
Students learn about one or more of the following topics: basic techniques in
acting, major developments in dramatic literature, major playwrights, the
formation of theater as a cultural tradition, and critical appreciation of the art.
Theatre Arts focuses on the study and performance of drama including musical
theatre. These courses review a wide range of scripted materials, such as plays,
screenplays, teleplays, readers’ theatre scripts, dramatic criticism, creation of
original dramatic works, and the role of dramatic arts in society. In addition,
students will work collaboratively on performances.
Art Appreciation introduces students to the many forms of art and helps them form
an aesthetic framework through which they can judge and critique art of various
ages and cultures. The course also explores the place and significance of art in our
society.
Creative Art courses provide students with the knowledge and opportunity to
explore an art form and to create individual works of art. These courses may also
provide a discussion and exploration of career opportunities in the art world.
Initial courses cove the language, materials, and processes of a particular art form
and the design elements and principles supporting a work of art. As students
advance and become more adept, tis instruction regarding the creative process
becomes more refined and students are encouraged to develop their own artistic
styles. Although Creative Art courses focus on creation, they may also include the
student of major artists, and movements and styles.
The Photography course is designed to provide students with a basic foundation in
the art of digital photography. Students learn traditional photographic techniques
and concepts related to composition and layout through automatic and manual
settings. The basics of file transfer, photo sharing and manipulation through the
use of other digital tools is also taught.
Graphic Design emphasizes design elements and principles in the purposeful
arrangement of images and text to communicate a message. The focus is on
creating art products such as advertisements, product designs, and identity
symbols. Graphic Design courses may investigate the computer’s influence on and
role in creating contemporary designs and provide a cultural and historical study
of master design works of different periods and styles. (Prerequisite – Digital
Photography)
Integrated Fine Arts explores self-expression across the fine arts: any subset or all
of the visual arts, music, drama, theater, and literature may be included in the
curriculum for these courses. Students both study and critique the works of others
and participate in or produce art themselves. The course often includes
comparative study of various art forms over time (i.e., the interrelationship of
literature, music, and the performing arts of a particular time period and culture).
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
These courses are offered to provide an alternative to a traditional foreign language program for students with learning
disabilities who may have language-learning difficulties. At the heart of learning a language is the ability to communicate.
This communication promotes understanding, tolerance and respect for others. The process of learning a new language
offers insights into the nature of language and its connection to our native language. Learning another language creates
global citizens by developing an awareness and appreciation for other cultures.

SPANISH 1
ISBE Course #:06101A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

SPANISH 2
ISBE Course #:06102A000
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 2 Semesters
Course Credit: 1.0

This is an introductory study of the Spanish language. The course incorporates
many of the ways in which a child learns his or her native language including:
frequent repetition, gesturing and questioning. The learning is supplemented by
specific phonics instruction of the Spanish alphabet. Grammar is directly taught
and there are direct comparisons between the English and Spanish language, thus
reinforcing the native English grammar knowledge. The approach to instruction is
multi-sensory and includes the four basic skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing. Cultural topics focus on holidays, festivals, customs, food, art and travel.
Authentic Spanish material is incorporated into instruction, for example: when
studying time, the class will look at movie schedules in Mexico and train schedules
in Spain.
This course is a continuation of Spanish 1 and builds upon the grammar
foundations of Spanish 1. The course continues to incorporate many of the ways in
which a child learns his or her native language including: frequent repetition,
gesturing and questioning. The learning is supplemented by specific phonics
instruction of the Spanish alphabet. Grammar is directly taught and there are
direct comparisons between the English and Spanish language, thus reinforcing the
native English grammar knowledge. The approach to instruction is multi-sensory
and includes the four basic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.
Cultural topics focus on holidays, festivals, customs, food, art and travel. Authentic
Spanish material is incorporated into instruction. An example is: when studying
clothing, students will go online and shop at a store in Madrid, Spain.
(Prerequisite – Spanish 1)

COMPUTER AND INFORMATION SCIENCES
COMPUTER PROGRAMMING
ISBE Course #: 10152A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

COMPUTER MAINTENANCE
ISBE Course #: 10252A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

Computer Programming provides students with the knowledge and skills necessary to
construct computer programs in one or more languages. Computer coding and program
structure are often introduced with the BASIC language, but other computer languages,
such as Visual Basic (VB), Java, Pascal, C++, and COBOL, may be used instead.
Initially, students will learn to structure, create, document, and debug computer
programs, and as they progress, more emphasis is placed on design, style, clarity, and
efficiency. Students may apply the skills they learn to relevant applications such as
modeling, data management, graphics, and text-processing
Computer Maintenance prepares students to apply basic electronic theory and principles
in diagnosing and repairing personal computers and input/output devices. Topics may
include operating, installing, maintaining, and repairing computers, network systems,
digital control instruments, programmable controllers, and related robotics.
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COMMUNICATION AND AUDIO/VISUAL
JOURNALISM
ISBE Course #:11101A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

DIGITAL MEDIA DESIGN AND
PRODUCTION
ISBE Course #: 11153A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

Journalism emphasizes writing style and technique as well as production values
and organization. The course will introduce students to the concepts of
newsworthiness and press responsibility; develop students’ skills in writing and
editing stories, headlines, and captions; and teach students the principles of
production design, layout, and printing. Photography and photojournalism skills
may be included.
Digital Media Design and Production students will be taught the fundamentals of
graphic design and production. Students will be provided with the opportunity to apply
these principles to printed media, digital presentation media, and interactive media.

BUSINESS AND MARKETING
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
ISBE Course #: 12053A000
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

SPORTS AND
ENTERTAINMENT
MARKETING
ISBE Course #: 12163A000
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

Entrepreneurship acquaints students with the knowledge and skills necessary to
own and operate their own businesses. Topics from several fields typically form the
course content: economics, marketing principles, human relations and psychology,
business and labor law, legal rights and responsibilities of ownership, business and
financial planning, finance and accounting, and communication. Several topics
surveyed in Business Management courses may also be included.
Sports and Entertainment Marketing introduces students to and helps them refine
marketing and management functions and tasks that can be applied in amateur or
professional sports or sporting events, entertainment or entertainment events, and
the sales or rental of supplies and equipment.

HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM
FOOD AND NUTRITION

Food and Nutrition provides students with an understanding of the role of food in
society, instruction in how to plan and prepare meals, experience in the proper use
of equipment and utensils, and background on the nutritional needs and
requirements for healthy living. Instruction may place a heavier emphasis on the
nutritional components of a balanced diet, or focus on specific types of food
preparation. Although the course may present career opportunities in the food
service industry, the emphasis is not career-related.

NUTRITION AND CULINARY
ARTS

This course includes classroom and laboratory experiences needed to develop a
knowledge and understanding of culinary principles and nutrition for people of all
ages. Course content includes: food service and preparation management using the
decision-making process; meeting basic needs by applying nutrition concepts;
meeting health, safety, and sanitation requirements; maximizing resources when
planning/ preparing/ preserving/ serving food; applying hospitality skills;
analyzing nutritional needs in relation to change; and careers in nutrition and
culinary arts, including entrepreneurship investigation.

ISBE Course #: 22202A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

ISBE Course #: 160554A002
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5
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HUMAN SERVICES
CHILD CARE
ISBE Course #: 19051A000
Grade Level: 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

COSMETOLOGY
ISBE Course #: 19104A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

TEACHING PROFESSION
ISBE Course #: 19151A000
Grade Level: 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

Child Care provides students with knowledge about the physical, mental,
emotional, and social growth and development of children from birth through
childhood. Main topics include the fundamentals of working with infants, toddlers,
and older children; providing healthy environments; evaluating childcare settings;
and the practices, regulations, and opportunities in the child care industry. Often,
Child Care courses provide students with practical experience. Advanced topics
may include various learning theories; development of activities; operation of a
child care center; recognition of childhood diseases, abuse, and neglect; and first
aid/emergency training.
Cosmetology—Non-licensing course that will provide students with the
knowledge and skills applicable to the care of hair, skin, and nails, but does not
necessarily prepare students for the state’s Board of Cosmetology examinations.
Students gain experience in hair care, facials, and manicures; course topics usually
include human anatomy, sanitation and sterilization, and related chemistry and
bacteriology. Shop management and state regulations may also be included.
Teaching Profession courses introduce students to the principles underlying
teaching and learning, the responsibilities and duties of teachers, and the
techniques of imparting knowledge and information. These courses typically
expose students to and train them in classroom management, student behavior,
leadership and human relations skills, assessment of student progress, teaching
strategies, and various career opportunities in the field of education.

AGRICULTURE AND
NATURAL RESOURCES
PARTICULAR TOPICS IN PLANT
SYSTEMS

These courses examine specific topics related to Plant Systems, such as floral
design, hydroponics, or landscaping, rather than provide a general study of plant
systems or horticulture.

SMALL ANIMAL CARE

Small Animal Care focuses on the care and management of small animals. Animal
nutrition, health, behavior, reproduction and breeding, anatomy and physiology,
facilities, handling and training, and grooming are typical areas of study. Course
topics may include kennel operations and sales.

ISBE COURSE #: 18056A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5
ISBE COURSE #: 18102A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

ARCHITECTURE AND CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION CAREER
EXPLORATION

ISBE Course #: 17001A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

Construction Career Exploration exposes students to the opportunities available in
construction-related trades, such as carpentry, masonry, air
conditioning/refrigeration and plumbing. Students learn about the processes
involved in construction projects and may engage in a variety of small projects.
Emphasis will be placed on responsibilities, qualifications, work environment,
rewards, and career paths within construction-related fields.
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MISCELLANEOUS
CONSUMER ECONOMICS/
PERSONAL FINANCE
ISBE Course#: 22210A000
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Couse Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

CLOTHING/SEWING
ISBE Course #: 22205A000
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

WORKPLACE EXPERIENCE
ISBE Course #: 22998A000
Grade Level: 11, 12
Course Length: 1 Semester
Course Credit: 0.5

The Consumer Economics/Personal Finance course provides students with an
understanding of the concepts and principles involved in managing one’s personal
finances. Topics may include savings and investing, credit, insurance, taxes and
social security, spending patterns and budget planning, contracts, and consumer
protection. These courses may also provide an overview of the American economy.

Clothing/Sewing introduces students to and expands their knowledge of various
aspects of wearing apparel, sewing, and fashion. The course typically includes
wardrobe planning, (selection, care, and repair of various materials) and
construction of one or more garments. It may also include related topics, such as
fashion design, fashion history, the social and psychological aspects of clothing,
careers in the clothing industry, and craft sewing
Workplace Experience provides students with work experience in a field related to
their interests. Goals are typically set cooperatively by the student, the teacher,
and the employer (although students are not necessarily paid). The course may
include classroom activities involving further study of the field or discussion
regarding experiences that students encounter in the workplace.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX A
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
The Cove School awards a standard high school diploma to students who satisfy the graduation
requirements of the State of Illinois. Tuition reimbursed students must also meet their district’s
requirements to receive a district’s high school diploma. The State of Illinois requires the following courses
for graduation.
English Language Arts
Writing – the writing requirement may be met in an English class
Mathematics – (1 year Algebra 1 and 1 year Geometry content)
Science
Social Studies – (1 year of U.S. History and 1 semester of U.S. Government & Civics
required), passing grade on Federal and State Constitution and flag etiquette tests
Electives – Social Science and History, Fine and Performing Arts, Foreign Language,
Computer and Information Science, Communication and Audio/Visual, Hospitality and
Tourism, Human Services, Agriculture and Natural Resources, Architecture and
Construction, or Miscellaneous
Physical Education
Health Education
Consumer Economics/Personal Finance
Participation in the State assessment required for graduation

4 years
2 years
3 years
2 years
2 years
1 year

4 years
1 semester
1 semester

In addition, the parent oir guardian of each student, or if the student is at least 18 years of age or legally
emancipated, the student must comply with either of the following:
1) File a FAFSA with the United States Department of Education or, if applicable, and application for
State financial aid.
2) File a waiver indicating that the parent or guardian or, if applicable, the student understands whatv
the FAFSA and application for State financial aid are and has chosen not to file an application.
Upon request, the school will provide a student and his or her parent or guardian any support or assistance
necessary to comply with this requirement.
The school may waive this requirement due to extenuating circumstances if all other graduation
requirements are met and the school has made a good faith effort to assist in filing an application or a
waiver.
The State of Illinois requires students to complete the required courses and earn a minimum of 16.75 units
of credit. A “unit” is the credit earned for a year’s study or its equivalent. Students may be permitted to
retake a course they have successfully completed in order to earn a higher grade, but they will receive credit
only once for taking the course toward the fulfillment of the state graduation requirements.
Pursuant to Section 27-22 of the School Code, all students, except students with disabilities whose course of
study is determined by an IEP (Individualized Education Program), must successfully complete certain
courses. The Cove curriculum is designed and modified as needed so that most students can meet the
graduation requirements without changing the required course menu. Any changes made to the graduation
requirements for an individual student are determined by the IEP.
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APPENDIX B
HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OF STUDY
FRESHMAN

SOPHOMORE

JUNIOR

SENIOR

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

English Language Arts 1
&
Corrective Reading or
Assisted Reading or
Strategic Reading or
Literature

English Language Arts 2
&
Corrective Reading or
Assisted Reading or
Strategic Reading or
Literature

English Language Arts 3
&
Corrective Reading or
Assisted Reading or
Strategic Reading or
Literature

English Language Arts 4
&
Corrective Reading or
Assisted Reading or
Strategic Reading or
Literature

MATHEMATICS

MATHEMATICS

MATHEMATICS

MATHEMATICS

Informational Math or
Pre-Algebra 1 or
Pre-Algebra 2 or
Algebra 1 or
Geometry

Math Foundations or
Pre-Algebra 1 or
Pre-Algebra 2 or
Algebra 1 or
Geometry or
Algebra 2

General Math or
Algebra 1 or
Geometry or
Algebra 2 or
Pre-Calculus

Occupational Math or
Geometry or
Algebra 2 or
Pre-Calculus or
Calculus

SOCIAL SCIENCE & HISTORY

SOCIAL SCIENCE & HISTORY

SOCIAL SCIENCE & HISTORY

SOCIAL SCIENCE & HISTORY

World History

US History

LIFE & PHYSICAL SCIENCE

World History or
Modern World History
LIFE & PHYSICAL SCIENCE

LIFE & PHYSICAL SCIENCE

U.S. Government & Civics
Modern World History
LIFE & PHYSICAL SCIENCE

Biology or
Earth Science or
Physical Science

Biology or
Earth Science or
Physical Science

Biology or
Earth Science or
Physical Science

Biology or
Earth Science or
Physical Science

PHYSICAL HEALTH & SAFETY

PHYSICAL HEALTH & SAFETY

PHYSICAL HEALTH & SAFETY

PE or
Health & Fitness or
Health & Life management

PE or
Health & Fitness or
Health & Life management

PE or
Health & Fitness or
Health & Life management

PHYSICAL HEALTH &
SAFETY
PE or
Health & Fitness or
Health & Life management

OTHER REQUIRED CLASSES

Consumer Economics/Personal Finance

ELECTIVES

* NOTE- NOT ALL ELECTIVE CLASSES ARE OFFERED EVERY YEAR.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Public Speaking

MATHEMATICS

Consumer Math

SOCIAL SCIENCE & HISTORY

Humanities, Contemporary World Issues, Psychology

PHYSICAL HEALTH & SAFETY

Drivers’ Education

FINE & PERFORMING ARTS

Introduction to Theater Arts, Theater Arts, Integrated Fine Arts, Art Appreciation, Creative Art,
Graphic Design, Digital Photography

FOREIGN LANGUAGE & LITERATURE

Spanish 1, Spanish 2

COMPUTER & INFORMATION SCIENCES

Computer Programming, Computer Maintenance

COMMUNICATION AND AUDIO/VISUAL

Journalism, Digital Media Design and Production

BUSINESS AND MARKETING

Entrepreneurship, Sports and Entertainment Marketing

HOSPITALITY & TOURISM

Food & Nutrition, Nutrition and Culinary Arts

HUMAN SERVICES

Child Care, Cosmetology, Teaching Profession

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Particular Topics in Plant Systems, Small Animal Care

ARCHITECTURE AND CONSTRUCTION

Construction Career Exploration

MISCELLANEOUS

Clothing/Sewing, Workplace Experience
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APPENDIX C
BLENDED LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
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APPENDIX D
MATH PROGRESSION
FRESHMAN

SOPHOMORE

JUNIOR

SENIOR

Informal Math
02001A000

Math Foundations
02003A000

General Math
02002A000

Occupational Math
02152A000

Pre-Algebra 1
02051A000

Pre-Algebra 2
02051A000
or
Algebra 1
02052A000

Algebra 1
02052A000
or
Geometry
02072A000

Geometry
02072A000
or
Algebra 2
02062A000

Pre-Algebra 2
02051A000

Algebra 1
02052A000

Geometry
02072A000

Algebra 2
02062A000

Algebra 1
02052A000

Geometry
02072A000

Algebra 2
02062A000

Pre-Calculus
02110A000

Geometry
02072A000

Algebra 2
02062A000

Pre-Calculus
02110A000

Calculus
02121A000
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APPENDIX E
COVE SCHOOL
LEVEL
OVERVIEW

Language Intensive
Levels 1 & 2

Modified
Levels 3 & 4

Standard
Levels 5 & 6

Concepts

Concrete

Concrete to Abstract

Analysis, Inference,
Abstract

Pace

Slow

Moderate

Moderate to
Accelerated

Scope

Focused

Expanded

In-depth

Instructional
Approach

• Sequential & Guided
• Emphasis on building
skills leading to
independent learning
• Resourcefulness and
creative thinking
encouraged

• Combination of guided
interaction and
independent inquiry
• Connection established
between concrete, literal
and abstract
• Emphasis on building
skills leading to
independent learning
• Resourcefulness and
creative thinking
encouraged

• Some guided
instruction with
more independent
inquiry
• Abstraction
emphasized
• Emphasis on
independent
learning
• Resourcefulness
and creative
thinking
encouraged

Communication Basic Conventions of
Skills
correct spoken and
written expression

Correctness of standard
conventions

Degree of proficiency
in standard
conventions plus and
introduction to
rhetorical approaches

Class Activities

Explicitly structured
and ordered.
Teacher directed, some
open-ended activities.
Frequent content/skill
review

Moderately structured and
ordered
Some student initiative
expected
Some content/skill review

Open-ended activities
Student initiative
expected
Encourage more
independent content
review

Assignments

Explicitly structured
and directed
Some amount of
reading/writing
required
Independent work
reinforces new material
introduced in class.
(45 minutes for
homework)

Explicitly structured and
moderately directed
Moderate amount of
reading/writing required
Independent work
required
Independent work requires
some new material to be
learned outside of class
(60 minutes for
homework)

Explicitly structured
and open-ended
Moderate amount of
reading/writing
required with
expansion at times
Independent work
requires new material
to be learned outside
of class
(90 minutes for
homework)

19

