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Monthly News
NEWS & VIEWS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Did you know America’s public schools educate nine out of ten students in the
United States—more than 50 million—regardless of ability, race, wealth,
language, religion or country of origin, to prepare them for future endeavors?
Feb. 24-28 was Public Schools Week, a national
celebration to highlight the great things happening
in our nation’s public schools as well as bring
attention to the critical issues facing our schools,
students and educators. To that end, I would like
to spend a few minutes celebrating our district.
Over the past few months I have attended
numerous sporting events and activities
throughout the district. I can honestly say that I have witnessed great
sportsmanship, attitudes, and genuine concern for others from our students,
players, and fans. As I walk the halls in our schools, I see the exact same
behavior in the interactions of our students and staff. Within their daily lives at
NWHSC, our students continuously promote integrity, scholarship, strong
character, citizenship and show a true
“I have witnessed the
caring for each other.

great sportsmanship,

It takes an entire school community and
attitudes, and genuine
every staff member, student, parent, and
concern for others from
stakeholder to value and promote our
our students, players
students and our culture of support and
and fans.”
caring for each other. This is not found in
all school districts and it is truly something that must be recognized and
celebrated.
Our culture defines our school community and shows the strength and potential
of public schools in a democratic society. Through YOUR support and YOUR
dedication to our schools, our students will continue to receive a first class
education that will
prepare them for great
success as productive
leaders in our society.
Thank you for
supporting our students
and school district!
Yours in Education,
Scott Syverson, Ph.D.
Dr. Syverson and Tri-West HS student leadership
enjoy a pizza lunch while discussing issues, successes
and concerns in their monthly meeting.
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NWHSC Response to
COVID-19 Concerns
The school district receives
updates from the Indiana
State Dept. of Health
(ISDH) regarding health
situations as they arise and
cooperates with the
Hendricks Co. Health Dept.
and their directives.
During cold and flu season,
our staff works hard to
clean surfaces well in the
classrooms and be aware of
social spacing. We reinforce
proper and frequent hand
washing and remind
students to keep their hands
away from their eyes, nose
and mouth. If a student
presents with signs/
symptoms of an illness,
and/or has a temperature
of 100° or greater, they are
sent home and cannot
return until 24-hours feverfree without the aid of fever
-reducing medications.
We will continue to monitor
the COVID-19 outbreak,
follow the directives given
in the ISDH Advisories and
keep parents informed.

PITTSBORO PRIMARY
CONTACT INFORMATION
Principal—Jennifer
Hollingsworth
540 Osborne Avenue
Pittsboro, IN 46167
317-994-2100

CUBS PRE-SCHOOL
ENROLLMENT OPEN —
NSES and PPS are still
enrolling students for Cubs Preschool. In order to register your
child for
preschool
for the
20202021
school
year, he/
she should
be 4 years
old by
August 1, 2020. Please call the
school office to register!

CONTACT INFORMATION
Principal—Jeremy Brooks
206 N Meridian Street
Pittsboro, IN 46167
317-994-2000

READING BLOCK—Students at PPS

work hard during the 90 minute
reading block everyday. Teachers and
classroom aides run guided reading
groups with a small number of children
to work
on
fluency and comprehension of stories at
their individual reading level. Other
students work at stations that practice skills
that have been taught in the
classroom. Teachers also teach phonics
whole group as students learn their phonics
rules and patterns.
KARATE— PPS students

have been learning the art
of karate from a familiar
face, one of our NWHSC
bus drivers! Jordan
Hobble has been instructing the PPS students in the art of karate during
gym class time this week. Students have loved seeing a familiar face and
learning another way to keep their bodies active!

PITTSBORO PRIMARY &
PITTSBORO ELEMENTARY
FITNESS
DRUMMING—
PES and PPS
students
participated in
Fitness Drumming
in gym class during
the month of
January. Students
loved learning how drumming is a great fitness activity that really gets
their heart rate going!
PENNIES FOR PATIENTS—Students
brought in coins and participated in
"Coin Wars" to raise money for this great
cause! Together, the schools united to
raise $1,450 for the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society.
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NORTH SALEM ELEMENTARY
GAGA PIT—PTO will be purchasing a Gaga Pit for North Salem

Elementary School. This is a large purchase that will be used both
indoors and outdoors. Gaga is a fast paced, high energy sport played in
an octagonal pit. The more players the better! Dubbed a kinder gentler
version of dodge ball, the game is played with a soft foam ball, and
combines the skills of dodging, striking, running, and jumping, while
trying to hit opponents with a ball below the knees. Children of all ages
can enjoy the game. It is a hit with everyone and this will be an exciting
addition to our school.
ROLLER SKATING—
North Salem students had a
blast with their roller skating
unit in PE class. The North
Salem Alumni helps to fund
this activity with a yearly
donation to our student
activity fund.

PITTSBORO PRIMARY & NORTH
SALEM ELEMENTARY

CONTACT INFORMATION
Principal—Tiffany Cox
7027 N SR 75
North Salem, IN 46165
317-994-3000

PITTSBORO
PRIMARY,
PITTSBORO
ELEMENTARY, &
NORTH SALEM
ELEMENTARY
All three Elementary Schools
participated in the Heart and
Sole drive to collect used shoes
to be donated and reused. Ms.
Burnham and Mrs. Holleman
headed up the efforts. We are
super proud of our students
collecting nearly 300 pairs of
shoes for those in need.

KINDERGARTEN ROUND-UP—March 25, 2020
North Salem Elementary –4-7 p.m.
Pittsboro Primary—6-7 p.m.
To register your child for kindergarten for the 2020-2021 school year,
he/she should be 5 years old by August 1, 2020.
Please bring the following with you:




Your incoming kindergartener




Immunization records
Proof of residency (i.e. mortgage statement, rental agreement,
electric bill)
We are looking forward to meeting all our incoming
kindergarteners!

His/her birth certificate

PITTSBORO ELEMENTARY
TWHS SPANISH CLUB—Members of
the T.W.H.S. Spanish Club visit the
classes of Mrs. Hobaugh and Ms. Starnes
on early release Wednesdays. Our
students are taught a Spanish lesson in a
fun and inviting manner! Gracias to the
Spanish Club and Stephanie Woods, sponsor!

3

TRI WEST HIGH SCHOOL
CONTACT INFORMATION
Interim Principal—Kelly Simpson
7883 N SR 39
Lizton, IN 46149
317-994-4000

FRESHMAN MENTOR PROGRAM— The transition from middle
school to high school can be scary, so TWHS has a Freshman Mentor
program that pairs freshmen with upperclassmen for monthly meetings to
discuss topics of interest and to answer questions. Fifty-eight students in
grades 10-12 were chosen through an application process in which they
were to write a short essay to explain why they felt they would be a good
resource for an incoming freshman.
Freshmen were able to meet the group of mentors at
Orientation before school started, making their first
days more comfortable with familiar faces. Small
groups were created to benefit freshmen with
insight and information to help them with many
topics including: getting to know the building and
teachers, choosing classes, graduation requirements,
extracurricular activities, clubs, and sports, making
positive choices, study habits, procedures, final
exams, and making friends.
The group has had a positive influence on our freshmen this year in
regards to behavior and academics. Our mentors have demonstrated
excellent leadership skills and have developed positive relationships with
the freshmen. We believe this program has provided many opportunities
for our students to get to know one another better, to learn to trust others,
and to be a part of a greater community.
SCHOLASTIC ART & WRITING AWARDS

The newsies are taking the city by
storm! Based on the true story
of the 1899 Newsboy Strike,
this musical takes history and
thrusts it in the spotlight.
Tri-West High School will be
presenting the musical on
March 12, 13, and 14 at 7:00
PM and March 15 at 2:00 PM
at the TWH auditorium. Ticket prices are $12.00 for adults
and $10.00 for students and
senior citizens. Children aged
five and under are free. Tickets
can be purchased at the door.
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The following student artists have
been recognized as winners for the
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards:
Paige Benner (Gold Key, Honorable
Mentions), Izzy Cotteleer (Honorable
Mentions), Noah Smith (Gold Key,
Silver Key, Honorable Mentions),
Gracie Luzader (Silver Key,
Honorable Mention), and Emma
Snoeberger (Silver Key). This is the longest-running and most prestigious
high school art competition in the nation. Our students' winning works were
recognized by a panel of creative professionals as among the most
outstanding work
submitted across all
high school students in
Indiana.
Paige Benner (Painting)
and Noah Smith
(Photography) were
named Gold Key winners
and their work will be on display at Clowes Memorial Hall from March 1622. An awards ceremony will be held on Sunday, March 22 to honor all of
our winners.

TRI-WEST MIDDLE SCHOOL
A SCHOOL TO WATCH!
Tri-West Middle School has, once again, earned
the distinction of being a School to Watch (STW)
- an honor it has received four times in three
year cycles - 2011, 2014, 2017, and 2020. The
designation is the result of a site visit and analysis of school programs in
four criteria areas - Academic Excellence, Developmentally Responsive,
Socially Equity, and Organizational Structures and Processes. TWMS uses a
team approach to get all stakeholders involved. Staff, students,
administrators, parents, and community members are part of the process
and meet with the STW site visit team. This allows the team to hear from
various individuals and to get a wide mix of reviews and reflection.
One of the biggest advantages to becoming and remaining a STW is the
amount of feedback (both positive and constructive) from the STW site visit
team. This is extremely beneficial to improving as a school and remaining a
STW.
While TWMS has always had a strong climate and culture, becoming a STW
helped to build on this. Always seeking ways to better its practices and its
school, TWMS takes great pride in this recognition and highlights it in
newsletters, announcements, and on the walls of the school building.
Principal Ryan Nikoli said, “Being named a ‘School to Watch gives our
entire staff and student body a real sense of pride and
accomplishment. Our parents and community also support and are proud
of this recognition.”
PARENT PRIDE GROUP
ACTIVITIES— A huge thanks to
those parents that helped supervise
and support our most recent Parent
PRIDE Group activities. We had
over 200, seventh and eighth
grade students attend the winter
semi-formal dance on February 7.
Students enjoyed music played by DJ Doug and danced the night away. The
sixth grade students enjoyed a day of pizza and bingo after school on
January 29. Nearly 75 students participated in the Bingo event.
7th GRADE PRIDE STUDENTS ENGAGE IN TEAM BUILDING
ACTIVITY— As a part of our ongoing PRIDE
competitions, STEM teacher Mrs. Erin Moore set
the students a teamwork challenge to see who could
build the tallest tower which could support a beach
ball in under 15 minutes. Students worked
together in teams using only newspaper and sticky
labels. Every group had a different tactic, but in the
end, the team who used the papers to form columns
were the eventual winners. Fun and teamwork won
the day!

CONTACT INFORMATION
Principal—Ryan Nickoli
Assistant Principal—Travis Smith
555W US 136
Lizton, IN 46149
317-994-4200

DARE PROGRAM— Deputy
Charles Jones recently started
his 14th year of teaching the
D.A.R.E (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) program to
6th graders at Tri-West Middle
School. Now a School Resource
Officer for the district, Deputy
Jones just completed week six
of the twelve week program.
Deputy Jones uses the D.A.R.E
curriculum and touches upon
such topics as responsible decision making, handling peer
pressure, and ultimately teaching students strategies to live a
healthy and drug free life. He
has impacted hundreds of students through the D.A.R.E

and his daily interactions
with our students.

WE’RE HIRING
Food service worker - part
time at Tri West Middle
School
Special education teacherTri West High School
Maintenance - Full time for
the district
Substitute classroom
teachers and substitute
food service workers
Please contact a building
principal if interested in any of
these positions.
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JANUARY TEACHERS OF THE MONTH
CONGRATULATIONS TO MISTY KEAHEY FOR WINNING THE
DISTRICT DRAWING FOR A FREE LUNCH!
Misty Keahey (NS) Her classr o o m has a br oad r an ge of n eeds an d
each day she handles the challenges with love, compassion, patience and
smiles. She is so "in tune" with what each child needs, especially that
encouragement and loving acceptance they crave.
Kara Bletzinger (PPS) - She is flexible, fun loving, and hardworking. She
develops creative lessons to teach her students speech and language skills. She is
patient, kind, and supportive which not only engages her students, but also
encourages her students to work hard. She respects the opinion of the classroom
teacher, tries her best not to disrupt learning time when pulling students out, and
values teachers time in meetings. She takes a personal interest in our students
and is quick to support us when needed.

DATES TO REMEMBER

March
2—6 Read Across America Week
9-13 NSES—Book Fair
10— 6—7 p.m. NSES PK-3 Fine Arts
Night and Music Program

11 12:55 pm - NSES, PES and PPS
Early Release

11— 6—7 pm - NSES 4-5 Fine Arts
Night and Music Program

13 End of 3rd Nine Weeks
12—14 7 pm—TWHS production of
Newsies

15 2 pm—TWHS production of
Newsies

Laurie Bonifield (PES) - She go es abo ve an d beyond ever yday for her
kids. She stays late often to speak with parents and collaborate with
teachers. She always has a smile on her face, no matter what

16—6 pm Pictures, 6:30 pm Banquet -

Cindy Parrinello (TWMS) - Mr s. Par r in ello does an ou tstan din g job
of teaching math in unique and different ways. She is a team player, who always
steps up and does what is best for her students and school.

16—20 PES and PPS—Book Fair

Michael Hirsch (TWHS) - M r . Hir sch is o u r Chr om ebook r epair m an /
supervisor and sponsor/organizer of our eSports program. He recently dedicated
a Saturday working with our Dollars for Scholars program.

TWHS Excellence in Education
“Top 15” Banquet

16—20 NSES—IREAD testing
17—TWMS Severe Weather Drill
18 5 pm—Kindergarten, 6pm—1st

Grade and 7 pm—2nd Grade— PPS
Spring Musical and Art Show

FEBRUARY TEACHERS OF THE MONTH

19—TWMS Renaissance High 5

CONGRATULATIONS TO BETSY OWENS FOR WINNING THE
DISTRICT DRAWING FOR A FREE LUNCH!

19—TWMS INSPECT Math

Melissa Ruder (NS) - She maintains such a focus with her class. Her timing is
so good that she keeps students busy, gives them enough time to do the work, but
no time to mess around. Always has creative lessons to keep her students
engaged.
Betsy Owens (PPS) - B etsy hits the gr o u n d r un n in g ever y tim e she
steps foot in the building, giving her ALL to both students and staff! She looks for
ways to make everyone feel appreciated and encouraged. Her class is very lucky to
have her, as well, as she is constantly looking for ways to make things better while
providing learning opportunities that are age-appropriate and FUN!
Jenny Wire (PES) - Mrs. Wire makes learning fun for her students. She is
personable, funny, and makes connections with her students that make them
enjoy coming to school!
Emily Mulpuri (TWHS) - Mrs. Mulpuri took students to the Model United
Nations Conference in Bloomington this weekend. She chaperoned/supervised
students 24 hours a day for 3 days. This took a lot of dedication, desire for the
students to experience this type of activity and a true love of learning. She is a
tremendous role model for students.
Susan Reck (TWMS) - Ms. Reck is involved in multiple committees at the
building and district level. She has excellent classroom management strategies
which help keep students focused and on task. She also serves as a "go to" teacher
and mentor for younger educators.

Luncheon

Benchmark

20 Report Card Distribution
24—TWMS INSPECT ELA Benchmark
25 4—7 pm - NSES Kindergarten
Round-Up

25 6—7 pm—PPS Kindergarten
Round-Up

27—31 NWHSC Spring Break—No
School

April
1-3 NWHSC Spring Break—No School
8 12:55 pm - NSES, PES and PPS
Early Release

22 Mid-term Progress Reports
Distributed.

24 NWHSC—No school—possible
inclement weather make-up day
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