North West Hendricks School Corporation
December 2020

District Newsletter
NEWS & VIEWS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Parents:
I would like to start by wishing our entire NWHSC family a very
Happy Holiday Season. I know this past year has provided plenty of
hardships, difficulties, and uneasiness about what the future will
hold. As we move into 2021 and the second semester, I am more
hopeful than ever that the best is yet to come for our school
district! While this is certainly not all inclusive, we are currently
working to improve our curriculum, gearing up to
improve our schools for safe entrances, and
working daily to improve our integration of
technology into the classrooms. This month, I
would like to provide an update on our
curriculum work to date.
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Superintendent—

Dr. Scott Syverson
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Mr. David Hobaugh
Curriculum Director—
Mrs. Shari Switzer
317-994-4100

As we move into the holiday season, I am pleased
to share that through the leadership of our
Curriculum Director, Mrs. Switzer, building principals and teacher
committees, we are making solid progress on the evaluation and
mapping of our district curriculum. We are currently focused on the
English Language Arts state standards that are taught in each quarter
throughout grades 3-12. We are analyzing how we assess student
learning of those standards and skills and we are focused on aligning
the teaching of those standards both horizontally and vertically across
the district. Additionally, we are reviewing our resources and
determining which of those may need an update or refresh based on
student and teacher interest and in an effort to ensure that our
curriculum and instruction is relevant, engaging and
rigorous. Teacher and administrator input is vital to the process and
we are ensuring their participation as we move through the mapping
process. As one teacher has stated, “ We, as teachers, should always
be learning and becoming better for our students and I believe this
pushes us to think differently for the better!”
Continues on page 7

TRIAD INSIDE

WE’RE HIRING
•
•
•
•
•

Full time Maintenance position for the District (to start immediately)
Full time Custodian at Pittsboro Primary School (to start immediately)
Full time Custodian at Tri West Middle School (to start immediately)
Substitute Classroom Teachers
Substitute Cafeteria Workers

Interested Applicants can apply online at www.hendricks.k12.in.us administrative offices/
employment opportunities or contact human resources at dillmand@hendricks.k12.in.us.

104 N. Church Street, PO Box 70, Lizton, IN 46149

317-994-4100

2—Winter Weather & Snow
Day Updates
3—COVID 19 Updates
3—Angel Fund
4—PPS, PES, NSE
5—TWMS
6—TWHS
7—Construction Update

WINTER WEATHER REMINDERS
Winter weather is upon us. As we have experienced,
Indiana weather can be very unpredictable. During the winter
months you will be hearing of school delays or closings and may
even wonder a time or two how those decisions are made. It is
rarely an easy decision and one that involves talking with a
number of agencies.
You can get the most up-to-date information on Twitter
(@nwhsc1), Facebook, or any of the local media outlets. It is
important that parents keep their contact information updated in
Harmony to receive phone calls and emails in a timely
manner. Decisions are made as early as possible and usually
before 5:00 a.m.
With our transportation routes and bus stops, it will be very
important to make sure our children have warm coats, gloves,
hats, and scarves as they walk to and from the bus stop and while
they wait for their bus. Parents should provide safe shelter for
their children while waiting for the bus when conditions outside
are bad.
Inclement weather will most assuredly result in our buses being
delayed by drivers navigating wet, snowy, slushy, or icy roadways.
If you have sidewalks in your neighborhood, please encourage
your neighbors to keep their walks cleared of snow and ice during
these winter months. In addition, please remind your children
that while they may see vehicles approaching, the drivers may not
see them. Being aware of their surroundings is even more
important when the weather is poor.
Finally, we would like to have your children in school every day
that we are in session. The safety of our students is of utmost
importance and I assure you we will not take lightly the decision
to close or delay school. Thank you!

Snow Days = eLearning Days for
NWHSC Grades K-12 2020-2021
Due to the recent approval of an eLearning policy (7133) by our Board of
Education, any school day that is canceled due to inclement weather, will
be an eLearning day for all students K-12. Being able to conduct eLearning on these days allows us to continue instruction as well as count the day
as a day of instruction. In doing this, we will not have to make days up at
the end of the school year. Tri West Middle School and Tri West High
School will use the schedule linked here for eLearning on a snow
day. North Salem, Pittsboro Primary and Pittsboro Elementary will use
the schedule linked here for eLearning on a snow day.
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Helping NWHSC At Home
Learning Students Succeed
A few reminders for our AHL
students and parents:
● Students should have a quiet
place while doing their school
work. As much as possible,
eliminate distractions such as a
TV and video games.
● Build in some break time for
your child, like time for snacks
and lunch – and a breather.
Learning can be hard work!
● The old saying, “An ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of
cure” really applies to COVID-19.
Stay healthy! Parents - you are
vitally important to your child
and extremely important to our
ability to keep everyone healthy!

COVID UPDATE & REMINDERS
As the number of Covid-19 cases continues to rise, NWHSC is working
closely with the Hendricks County Health Department to provide the
most up-to-date guidance to families regarding quarantine and isolation
procedures. If your student is showing symptoms of Covid-19, please
keep him/her home, begin isolation, and seek guidance from your
healthcare professional. Students who are quarantined due to close
contact with a positive case, need to stay home during those 14 days. Although
the CDC and Health Department recently released an updated 7-10 day option
for student quarantine, we will not be able change our procedure due to the 6
feet social distance requirement on days 11-14. Those not showing symptoms,
who decide to be tested, should wait until 5-7 days from last contact to the positive case to insure the most accurate results are obtained. If anyone in your
household is being tested for Covid-19, it is best practice to keep all household
members home until test results are back. Once results are back, please call the
school nurse for guidance on when your student may return to school. Please
keep in mind that we will only accept a rapid test with a positive result; no negative rapid test results will be accepted for school re-entry.

COVID and eLearning Decisions
Our approach to shifting from in person to eLearning is to follow the guidance
by the Hendricks County Health Department and the CDC. As a rule, they
completely recommend we stay in school if at all possible. What we have heard
from many who have done extensive AHL (eLearning) and the health experts
is eLearning is not the best solution for students. It is very difficult on parents,
it is very difficult for younger students, and the older students do not stay
home (many work, socialize with friends, and go out in public to socialize). We
also know from our data, students are not getting infected from attending
school. All of our close contact quarantines have resulted in very few positive
student cases and almost always the staff or students were infected outside of
school. Currently, our quarantine numbers at every school, except the high
school, are fairly small in comparison to the overall population of the school.
But more importantly, the number of students who are actually sick with
COVID is very small. In other words, we have a lot of very healthy kids at
home due to the CDC guidance on close contacts for safety.
It is our hope that we can calm the waters over winter break but only time will
tell. We may have to continue to shift certain schools to eLearning from time
to time based on staff and student absences, however, we will do this on a case
by case basis.

eLearning Vs. In Person Instruction Second Semester
Recently, the district sent out a survey asking current students
on eLearning if they plan to return for second semester. It is vitally important that you respond to that survey if you currently
have a student on eLearning so that we can have up-to-date information for scheduling. If your student is currently in person
but you plan to move your student to eLearning second semester, please reach out to your student’s school. It is important to
note, the district will not make any changes from eLearning to in
person instruction and vice versa until the end of the 3rd nine
weeks. Any parent who wishes to change their decision next semester will be required to wait until the 4th quarter to do so.
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For more information
regarding the updated
CDC Guidelines for
COVID-19, Click HERE.

To connect to the
Hendricks County
Health Department
regarding COVID-19
updates, restaurant
guidance and event
planning, Click
HERE.

COMMUNITY
NEWS
K. of P.
starts
Angel
Fund for
NWHSC
NWHSC and K. of P. (Knights of
Pythias) have entered into a
partnership to help students
and families in need. This fund
is accessible to key personnel in
all of our schools for emergency use. Any financial support
you may be able to offer will be
greatly appreciated and will
directly impact our students. Please consider supporting the Angel fund!

If you would like to donate, you
may do so in person or by mail

K. of P. Angel Fund
c/o State Bank of Lizton
900 E. 56th St.
Brownsburg, IN 46112
Make checks payable to:
K. of P. Angel Fund.
Sponsorships are a great way to
support the Angel Fund. Contact us about options for your
business or charitable organization!

HendricksAngelFund@gmail.com

PITTSBORO PRIMARY
CONTACT INFORMATION
Principal—Jennifer
Hollingsworth
540 Osborne Avenue
Pittsboro, IN 46167
317-994-2100
PITTSBORO ELEMENTARY
CONTACT INFORMATION

PITTSBORO PRIMARY &
PITTSBORO ELEMENTARY
We are so proud of our Pittsboro Primary School and
Pittsboro Elementary School students and families
that collected 4,227.6 pounds of food to the Shepard's Shelves Food Pantry at Pittsboro Christian
Church! Mrs. Harbaugh's preschool class brought in
186 items and earned a cookie party! Thanks to the
PES Student Council under the leadership of Mrs.
Renback for making our annual food drive a success!

Principal—Jeremy Brooks
206 N Meridian Street

Pittsboro, IN 46167
317-994-2000

Mr. Brooks sends a big
thank you to our families
at PES for supporting our
recent eLearning days. We
had over 95% participation for both days!

Mrs. Thompson, our PPS/PES Gym teacher, has done a great job of incorporating socially distanced activities during her gym time. Students have their own
home base spot that allows for social distancing. Students are able to have fun
in a safe environment!

We have and will continue
to utilize our Google Classroom platform (3-5) and
SeeSaw (K-2) in school
and on eLearning days.

NORTH SALEM
ELEMENTARY
CONTACT INFORMATION

Principal—Tiffany Cox
7027 N SR 75
North Salem, IN 46165
317-994-3000
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NORTH SALEM ELEMENTARY
NSE Named a National Blue
Ribbon School
North Salem Elementary School has been
named a 2020 National Blue Ribbon
School by the United States Department
of Education. The official award recognition took place on Friday, November 13
through a virtual awards ceremony in
which schools from around the country
were recognized for outstanding achievement. This year there were a total of 8
Indiana schools that were nationally recognized for their achievements. The
NWHSC Board of Trustees recognized North Salem staff members at the November board meeting and presented the team with a beautiful plaque. The North Salem Elementary staff, students, and parents should be commended for their hard
work and dedication to the success of each and every student. Way to go NSES!

TRI-WEST MIDDLE SCHOOL
Citizenship Students Honored

The middle school recently recognized ten more students that go above and beyond to
be great role models in our building. To put it simply these students are kind, friendly, have great attitudes, treat others with respect, and are just great all-around
kids. Students will be receiving a certificate, a pizza lunch, and be recognized in a
display case in the main hallway.
Winners included:
Dane Collins
Isabelle Masten
Sam Morgan

Savannah Neal
Juliet Yeager
Brock Thompson

Luke Mazelin
Claire Bitting

Piper Koontz
Anna Scolaro

7th grade Technology students have spent the
past couple weeks constructing a partial scale
model structure to learn and illustrate the
processes involved in residential construction. They started with the foundation,
worked up to floor framing, wall framing, and
roof framing. Students have learned applicable construction terminology with every step
of this project. In addition to building the
structure, students created a narrative video
summary documenting their project work.

TWMS Staff and Students
help Local Pantry

Asst. Principal and Athletic
Director—Travis Smith
555 W US 136
Lizton, IN 46149

Robotics Club Starts
Practice

While COVID has put a stop
to many activities and
groups, the middle school
Robotics Club recently started practicing. Even though
the team does not plan to
participate in competitions
this year, they are still
sharpening their skills by
collaborating with each other at their weekly practices. Their goal for the club is
to become more creative
builders and grow on the
foundation that some of the
students already have. They
would like to continue to
grow the program and purchase additional fields and
robotic expansion kits and
possibly additional robots if
the numbers warrant
it. Members look forward to
competing next year.

TWMS Band and Choir Concert
Updates

The Winter band and choir concerts will still
take place on Tuesday, December 15, but adjustments will be made to meet the newlyannounced capacity limitations on public gatherings. Only members living in the same
household as their students can attend. The
band concerts will be held in the middle
school gymnasium, while the choir concerts will be at the high school auditorium.
•6th Grade Band & Choir: Arrive at 6:15 p.m
•7th Grade Band & Choir: Arrive at 7:00 p.m.
•8th Grade Band & Choir: Arrive at 7:45 p.m
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Principal—Ryan Nicholi

317-994-4200

7th Grade Construction Project

The middle school staff and students
once again held a PRIDE competition
to collect canned food and other nonperishable items for the Jamestown
food pantry over the holiday season. The middle school collected several hundred items that will help
those in need in North Salem, Lizton,
Jamestown, and Pittsboro. Mrs. Elliott, Miss Reck, and Mrs. Workman’s
PRIDE were the 6th, 7th, and 8th
grade PRIDE winners. Each winning
PRIDE group will receive a donut
party on Mr. Nickoli. Pictured below
are members of student council packing up the items.

TRI-WEST MIDDLE
SCHOOL
CONTACT INFORMATION

All singers and audience members should plan
to leave immediately following their particular
performance.

Important Dates:

December 9 - 2nd Semester High 5
Luncheon
December 15 - TWMS Band (MS
GYM) and Choir Concerts (HS
Auditorium)
December 18 - Last Day of First
Semester
January 5 - First Student Day Back

TRI WEST HIGH SCHOOL
TRI WEST HIGH SCHOOL
CONTACT INFORMATION

New Courses Offered in 2021
There are new courses being added to the Tri
West High School curriculum. Beginning in the
2021-2022 school year, the following courses
will be offered:

Principal—Matt Rund
Asst. Principal—Scott Frye
Athletic Director—Jon Miles















7883 N SR 39
Lizton, IN 46149
317-994-4000

Upcoming Events:
December 6—
Performing Arts Holiday
Concerts

Advanced Life Science—Animals
Advanced Life Science—Food
Agribusiness Management
Animal Science
Natural Resources
Supervised Agricultural Experience
Education Professions—1 and 2
Early Childhood Education—1 and 2
Information Technology Support 1
Health Science Education II: Athletic Training
AP Environmental Science
AP United States History
AP United States Government and Politics

December 15—Finals
Week

Art Students Win Recognition

December 18—Last day
of Semester

This past month, several art students participated in the
"Make an Impression" Hendricks County Art Show. TriWest High School students earned several awards:

December 21-January
4—Winter Break



Izzy Cotteleer won "Best of Show" for her photograph "Genesis 1:1

January 4—Teacher Report Day & 1st Semester
Grades Available



Makayla Zainey won a "Juror's
Award" for her photograph
"Painter"

January 5—1st Day of
Second Semester



Jennifer Springer won
"Honorable Mention" for her
colored pencil drawing
"Lindsey"



Emily Pemberton won "Honorable Mention" for her
charcoal drawing "Kayla"

Tri West High School Art Teacher Sarah Albert
shares, “The show is truly amazing as it showcases
"the best of the best" from the student artists in
Hendricks County! I am SO proud of each and
every one of the participating art students!

Ms. Mulpuri conducting a
“fauxtopsy” for her students

November Students of the
Month enjoying their Pizza
with the Principal

Tri West High School
Fall Choir Concert
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Click HERE for full course
offering descriptions and
scope and sequence.

Tri West High School
Finals Schedule

Wednesday, Dec. 16

Tuesday, Dec. 15th

Voluntary 1st Study Time: 9:25-10:35 AM

Regular Schedule until after lunch
5th & 6th period does not meet
1:00-2:15 PM - 7th period study time
2:20 - 3:40 PM - 7th period final

Voluntary 2nd Study Time: 10:40-11:55 AM

Thursday, Dec. 17

Friday, Dec. 18

Voluntary 3rd Study Time: 8:40-10:10 AM

Voluntary 5th Study Time: 8:40-10:10 AM

Voluntary 4th Study Time: 10:15-11:55 AM

Voluntary 6th Study Time: 10:15-11:55 AM

4th Lunch: A/C 12:00-12:25 B/C 12:30-12:55 PM

4th Lunch: A/C 12:00-12:25 B/C 12:30-12:55 PM

Mandatory 3rd Final: 1:00-2:15 PM

Mandatory 5th Final: 1:00-2:15 PM

Mandatory 4th Final: 2:20-3:40 PM

Mandatory 6th Final: 2:20-3:40 PM

4th Lunch: A/C 12:00-12:25 B/C 12:30-12:55 PM
Mandatory 1st Final: 1:00-2:15 PM
Mandatory 2nd Final: 2:20-3:40 PM

District Construction Update
The school security updates at Pittsboro Elementary and North Salem Elementary are on track to begin in March with Tri-West Middle School updates scheduled to be completed this summer.
The Pittsboro Elementary project is planned to have the new secure entrance and
front office area completed by September and the entire project by the end of
2021. The North Salem project is more involved with not only a new front office,
new classrooms and a reconfiguration of the library but also all new heating and
cooling systems and new roof. The timeline is substantially longer with the increased scope but is planned to be completed in its entirety by the end of 2022.
The Tri-West outdoor campus project is set to also begin in March with the work
on a new turf football/soccer field and eight lane track to be completed by the
beginning of school in the fall of 2021. The new transportation and maintenance
buildings are to be completed by the end of 2021 so work on the new roads and
traffic patterns around and through the campus can begin. The entire campus
project is slated to be completed by August of 2023. It is an exciting time for our
students and families to see the improvements that will help enrich the educational experience for North West Hendricks students. You can find the latest
Community Presentation here!
Supt. Letter continued from page 1
Additionally, over the past two months, we have presented to the board of
education our recommendations regarding changes to scope and sequence of
courses, as well as, new course offerings that we would like to offer at the HS for the
21-22 school year. Those presentations may be found here. I am happy to report the
board has approved the new course offerings and we are hopeful the scope and
sequence recommendations will be approved in December. Our goal throughout this
process is to continue to provide high quality and engaging instruction, alongside
resources that support and advance opportunities and access to every single student
in all schools. As part of this effort and commitment to our mission statement of
“Preparing today’s learners to become tomorrow’s leaders”, we are making these
enhancements to our curriculum.
The mapping of curriculum will require a multi-year and multi-pronged effort to
ensure a successful implementation. As we move forward, the initiation of a new
strategic plan will provide us with a solid foundation on the overall goals of the
school district. Starting in January, I will be working closely with the Board of
Education to develop a 3 year strategic plan that will be ready to roll out next fall and
encompass many areas of focus. This process will be inclusive and will require input
from all stakeholders. We will continue to update everyone on this process and the
opportunities to provide input to our district plan.
As always, thanks for supporting our schools and students!

Dr. Syverson
Superintendent
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