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April 2019
Principal‛s Message:
Dear Parents,
Tukwila Elementary has had a wonderful start to SPRING. The sun is out and the students have had good
opportunities to work hard and have lots of energy out at recess and during study time. The students are doing top
notch school work which is getting all of our students ready for tests/assessments and our older kids (grades 3-5)
ready for the state test, SBA, in the spring. This is a great time of year to be working with your child on math
homework, i.e. addition and subtraction facts, multiplication and division facts. This is also a great time to be
increasing your child's reading speed and the ability of our students to read a passage and then correctly answer
the questions about the material read.
REMEMBER - if you want to go on a field trip you need to fill out the correct paperwork to be able to go on the
field trip. Volunteer applications are available in the main office.
PARENTS - when you visit the school please remember to check lost and found and take the items that are from
your family.
Parents remember to talk to your child's teacher and get any "helps" that would benefit your child preparing for
their springtime assessment time.
Have a wonderful month,
Steve Salisbury, Principal

Tukwila PTA Notes:
4/19 – Popcorn Friday
4/26 - Dia del Nino 6:00-8:00 PM
4/26 – Memory book orders due

Early Dismissal Days for March
4/8-4/12 – Spring Break Classes resume, Monday, 4/15
4/17 – Early Dismissal, students released at 12:45 PM

Upcoming events and other important dates:
4/3 Class Picture Day
4/4 All District Choir Concert, Foster High School, Performing Arts Center (PAC) 7:00 PM
4/5 International Day 1:00-2:00 PM
4/19 First Grade Field Trip to Woodland Park Zoo 9:15-2:00
4/25 Tukwila Elementary Choir Concert 6:30 PM

To insure the safety of all of our students, hallway doors are to remain
closed and locked at all times.
If you wish to pick your child up, you must first sign them out in the office.
NO STUDENTS ARE TO BE RELEASED BEFORE DISMISSAL TIME
WITHOUT FIRST BEING SIGNED OUT AND RELEASED THROUGH THE
OFFICE.
If you wish to visit the classroom, as always, you are welcome to do so,
please remember,

ALL visitors must sign- in with the office first.

Please know that if
you are in the hallways of Tukwila Elementary without a visitor sticker you will be asked to
report to the office to sign- in and wear a visitor sticker.

THANK YOU FOR KEEPING THE SAFETY OF ALL STUDENTS A PRIORITY.

Did you know…
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

You can call in an absence for your student 206.901.7502 at any time, 24 hours a day. Please, include the
name of your student, the reason for the absence and a phone number where you can be reached if there
are any questions.
For the safety of our students and staff, please enter our school only by the main entry door. Visitors
must sign in/out in the office and wear a visitor pass.
Students should arrive at school no earlier than 8:30am and depart no later than 3:30pm unless they are
enrolled in a supervised school activity before/after school.
You are encouraged to leave last-minute messages for your student

no later than 2:30 PM so

there is plenty of time for the messages to be delivered. Messages received after 2:00 PM, delivery
cannot be guaranteed. Thank you!
If you wish to volunteer, either at the school or on field trips, you must complete a volunteer packet at
least three weeks prior to the activity. Once cleared, the background check is good for two years.
Check out our website at www.tukwilaschools.org
Applications for low-cost student school insurance are available in the school office.
Our lost and found is located at the rear of the main lobby. Please check often for missing items as this
collection piles up quickly.
Our school collects Box Tops for Education. Please deposit Box Tops in the marked container in the main
office.

• Please mark your calendars, Family Engagement Classes will be held on
the third Thursday of every month, at Showalter Middle School,
4628 S. 144th St. Tukwila 98168 from 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM!

Simple strategies can help you encourage respectful behavior…
There are days that parents and teachers feel like Aretha Franklin. All they’re asking for is a little R.E.S.P.E.C.T.
But in today’s society, where disrespect is common, it can be even more of a challenge to raise respectful children.
Fortunately, there are still some things that work.
To encourage respect:
•

•

•
•
•

Be a good role model. Respect, like most values, is caught, not taught. When your child sees you treating
everyone with respect—from his teacher at school to the homeless person on the street—he’ll learn that
it’s the proper way to behave.
Name it when you see it. When you see other people behaving in respectful ways, make a positive comment.
“Did you see how that man gave up his seat so that elderly woman could sit down? What a respectful thing
to do.” No lecture is necessary. Your child will get the message.
Praise it when he demonstrates it. “Cole, I felt very proud of your respectful behavior when you held the
door for Mrs. Jones. I know she appreciated that gesture.”
Correct it. If your child slips up, help him make a course correction. In private, say something like,
“Remember when we talked about how to greet guests?”
Report what you hear. If a teacher or neighbor tells you that your child greeted her politely, let your child
know how proud you are of his respectful behavior.
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Help your elementary schooler succeed on standardized tests…
Standardized tests have been used to measure student achievement and ability for many years. But it’s important
to remember that one test doesn’t represent a child’s total abilities. A student may get high grades on her
classwork, for example, but be too anxious on test day to think clearly.
To help your elementary schooler succeed on tests:
•

•
•

•
•

Make school a priority. Students who do well on tests tend to be the ones who study and finish their
homework on time. They also miss less school than other students. These are habits you can encourage
every day.
Develop healthy routines. For optimal learning, your child needs adequate sleep and a nutritious breakfast
every day before school.
Communicate with teachers. In addition to finding out how your child is doing throughout the year, pay
attention to test details. Ask the teacher questions, such as, “Which skills do the tests measure?” “How
should I help my child prepare?”
Promote reading. Most tests require reading, so make sure your child reads often. Reading skills get
stronger with regular practice.
Reduce anxiety. As test day approaches, help your child stay positive and calm. If she is nervous, she can
take deep breaths and tell herself, “I can do this!” Remind her that she has your love no matter what.
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Special days in April help you promote learning all month long…
April may bring showers, but it also brings great opportunities to promote responsibility and learning. Here are
some activities you can plan to do with your child this month:
•
•
•
•
•
•

April 2—International Children’s Book Day. This day is designed to inspire a love of reading. Grab a book
and spend some time reading together.
April 12—National Library Workers Day. Have your child make a card to thank the school librarian for
helping him in the library.
April 15—National Laundry Day. Teach your child how to do his own laundry.
April 22—Earth Day. As a family, think of something you can do to protect the earth, such as recycle.
April 23—Shakespeare’s birthday. With your child, act out a scene from one of Shakespeare’s plays. Or,
challenge your child to write his own play.
April 30—National Honesty Day. Talk to your child about why it is important to be honest every day!
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Classroom News:
Greetings from P. E.

Greetings from First Grade,

As we start getting nicer weather, please keep in mind
that students should be drinking more water to avoid
dehydration and headaches. Students also need to
wear appropriate shoes on their PE days. Students
should be wearing shoes that protect their toes. No
open-toed shoes or sandals, please. Classes of all ages
will be outside on the grass field as much as possible
playing soccer, rescue tag, capture the cone, and
running laps.

April is going to be a busy short month in first grade.

Coming up after Spring Break, 4th and 5th graders will
be competing in the annual Tukwila Tigers World Cup
Soccer Tournament during lunch recess (12:2012:35pm). The tournament bracket and results will be
posted on the Tukwila PTA Facebook page. The
competition is going to be intense. Spectators are
welcome!

Of course, April 8-12 is spring break. Enjoy this time
with your families and remember to keep reading daily
for 20 minutes over the break!

The students have worked very hard to learn to write
teaching/nonfiction chapter books! They are doing a
terrific job and will finish their books this month.
We are all looking forward to our field trip on April 19
to Woodland Park Zoo! This will tie in nicely as we
begin to learn about reptiles in science.

Classroom News Continued:
Greetings from Third Grade,

Greetings from Art,

This is a busy time of year for third grade!

Here are the latest happenings in art…

We are busy preparing for our students' first ever
Smarter Balance Assessment, so they can show off
how they truly are the best and the brightest.

Kindergarten: we will be glazing our pinch pots,
however while we wait for the pots to be fired in the
kiln, we will paint blue horses in the style of Franz
Mark.

In math, we are covering measurement and data and
geometry.
Reading and writing has been a continued exploration
into the Units of Study curriculum, with a focus on
persuasive writing and character studies in reading.
Science and Social studies has been a mix, ranging
from the culture of the Pacific Northwest Native
People, to plant and animal biology.

First grade: in celebration of spring we will be looking
at still lives by some famous artists and use
watercolors techniques to paint some “spring flowers”
Second grade: our clay houses are almost dry/fired in
the kiln and ready to glaze!
Third grade: a fan favorite, the “volcanos”, expect to
see these awesome drawings/paintings complete in the
next few art lessons.
Fourth grade: Ming vases from China. If you happen to
make your way to the Asian art museum in Seattle, our
fourth graders will be able to identify an ancient Ming
vase before reading the description card!

Greetings from Fifth Grade,

Fifth grade: shoe design, we are looking at how this
art/profession addresses form and function as we
explore new ideas of our own.

Fifth grade has been working hard this winter! We are
mastering decimals and fractions, learning about the
scientific method and creating a bank of strategies for
reading nonfiction texts.

It is a great joy for me to listen to kids talk about and
create art. I look forward to see the creations from
these and future lessons!

We are gearing up for SBA test prep and beginning
transition activities for middle school.
We are looking forward to a wonderful and busy
spring!

Mr. Kaufman

A Note From the Health Room
According to the Center of Disease Control and Prevention, each year an average of 20,000 children under the
age of 5 are hospitalized because of flu-related complications. Influenza causes more hospitalizations among young
children than any other vaccine-preventable disease. The single best way to protect against seasonal flu and potential
complications is for children to get a seasonal influenza vaccine each year. We have been seeing a high number of flu like
symptoms at Tukwila and want to do our best to keep your child healthy while at school. One way to do this is by keeping
your child at home if they are not feeling well. Also by making healthy choices at school and at home can help prevent the
flu and spreading flu to others.

Ask children to:
•
•
•

Cover their nose and mouth with a tissue when they cough or sneeze—have them throw the tissue away after
they use it.
Wash their hands often with soap and water, especially after they cough or sneeze. If water is not near, use an
alcohol-based hand rub.
Avoid touching their eyes, nose, or mouth. Germs spread this way.

We ask that if your child has any of these symptoms, please keep him/her home, or make appropriate
child care arrangements.


APPEARANCE, BEHAVIOR - unusually tired, pale, lack of appetite, difficult to wake, confused
or irritable. This is sufficient reason to exclude a child from school.



EYES - thick mucus or pus draining from the eye or pink eye (conjunctivitis).



FEVER - temperature of 100 degrees Fahrenheit or higher.



GREENISH NOSE DISCHARGE, AND/OR CHRONIC COUGH - should be seen by a health
care provider. These conditions may be contagious and require treatment.



SORE THROAT - especially with fever or swollen glands in the neck.



DIARRHEA - 3 or more watery stools in a 24 hour period especially if the child acts or looks ill.



VOMITING - vomiting 2 or more times within the past 24 hours.



RASH - body rash, especially with fever or itching. Diaper rashes, heat rashes and allergic
reactions are not contagious.



EAR INFECTIONS WITHOUT FEVER - The child needs to get medical treatment and follow-up
as soon as possible. Untreated ear infections can cause permanent hearing loss.



LICE, SCABIES - children may not return to school until they have been properly treated.

IF YOUR CHILD SHOWS ANY OF THE ABOVE SYMPTOMS AT SCHOOL, IT WILL BE
NECESSARY TO PICK HIM/HER UP FROM SCHOOL.


Bringing a child to school with any of the above symptoms puts other children and staff at
risk of getting sick.



If all parents keep their sick children at home, we will have stronger, healthier, and
happier children.



While we regret any inconvenience this may cause, in the long run this means fewer lost
work days and less illness for parents too.
Thank You,
Arita Colin, Health Assistant (206) 901-7509

Activity Calendar 2019
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

4
Mexican Dancing
Girls on the Run
TechBridge Girls

5
Mexican Dancing

8
Spring Break

9
Spring Break

10
Spring Break

11
Spring Break

12
Spring Break

15

16
Chess Club
Girls on the Run

17
18
Lego Club 8:15 AM Mexican Dancing
Girls on the Run
TechBridge Girls

19
Mexican Dancing

22

23
Chess Club
Girls on the Run

24
Girls on the Run

26
Mexican Dancing

29

30
Chess Club
Girls on the Run

25
Mexican Dancing
Girls on the Run
Lego Club 8:15 AM TechBridge Girls
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Compliance Officer or to the U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights.
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