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Dr. Howard Savage, Executive Principal
Starkville High School
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The Starkville High School Leadership Team and I have been working throughout
the summer reviewing and evaluating various scenarios for reopening schools in
the fall of 2020. Our school’s reopening plan is now available via our district’s
website for your review. Please understand that these plans may be adjusted as
we receive further guidance and clarification from the Mississippi Department of
Education, the CDC, and the Mississippi Department of Health. To ensure that our
partnership is forged through communication and transparency, we have created
this strategic plan for the 2020-2021 school year. It outlines our partnership for a
successful school year and reviews expectations for all stakeholders.
Starkville High School will offer three options of instructional delivery models for
our students. The first option is a traditional On-Campus Learning opportunity.
The second option is a virtual At-Home Learning opportunity, which is being
offered for families who have health and safety concerns with sending their
children back to school. Finally, a merger of the traditional and virtual options
known as hybrid. This option will allow students flexibility in their learning model.
Regardless of which learning option you choose for your child, the expectations
for coursework and the grading system will be the same for traditional, virtual, and
hybrid. We believe this is the most fair and equitable solution for all our students.
COVID-19 has changed our world in so many ways, and I continue to appreciate
your support and understanding as we work through these trying times. Together,
we will remain committed to supporting each student on their learning journey.
Together We SWARM,,

Howard Savage, Jr., Ed.D.
Executive Principal Starkville High School

TBD, Principal
Communication, Arts, and Business House

Together we SWARM!

S
H
S
20/21

M
C
T
C

Jorine Neal, Principal
Health and Human Services House (H2S)
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Greetings Jacket Family,
Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year at Starkville High School! I hope each of you were able to
have a safe and restful summer. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you back and
introduce you to the Health & Human Service H2S Academic House at Starkville High School.
This is my 12th year at Starkville High School and 19th year in education. A proud graduate from
the University of Florida, I am proud to serve as the principal for the H2S Academic House. As
principal, my goal is to encourage staff, students and community to actively work together to
provide our students with a safe, and well-rounded educational experience.
The teachers of H2S are committed to ensuring an excellent education for all students. Our vision
of the Health & Human Service Academic House is to provide a personalized, rigorous, and
relevant education through project-based learning. H2S will equip all students with the skills,
values, and behaviors that will allow them to develop into thoughtful, responsible and confident
adults who are prepared to excel in both their post-secondary education and career(s), while
fostering community partnerships with health and human service professionals. Students in the
H2S House may choose from 8 pathways: Health Science, Law and Public Safety, JROTC, Animal
Sciences, Teacher Academy, Bio Medical, Agriculture, and Sports Medicine.
As your principal it is important to me that everyone who walks the halls of the H2S House is
excited to be there. I ask the students to come to school each day with their minds set for
learning and imagination primed for the unfamiliar.
To the parents, change and challenges are inevitable; however, the journey will be well worth it.
Your involvement will play an essential part in the academic success of your child. Let us all work
together to ensure a great school year. My door is open, ideas are welcomed and again, I look
forward to a great school year.
Thank you for entrusting us with your child’s education.

Together We SWARM,

Jorine Neal, Ed.S.
“The measure of intelligence is the ability to change.” ― Albert Einstein

Dr. Darein Spann, Principal
Technology, Engineering, and Construction House (TEC)
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Welcome back to Starkville High School and welcome to the Technology, Engineering,
and Construction (TEC) Academic House. I hope you have had a wonderful summer. I
am looking forward to this new and exciting year to partner with your parents and
engage with you as you continue to work towards your goals. My job is to equip teachers
the best that I can, so they are prepared to pour all they have into you. By the end of this
school year, I want you to be able to reflect on your personal growth with the thought of
reaching your full passion, purpose, and potential.
I am entering my 17th year in education. I am proud to begin another year serving as
the Principal of the TEC House here at Starkville High School. The TEC House has 4
pathways: Construction, Aerospace Unmanned Aviation, Computer Science, and
Engineering Robotics. My mission each day is to ensure great teaching and learning is
happening in each classroom. My vision is to provide students the opportunity to
move from where they are to where they are destined to be through guidance, support,
and motivation. In the TEC House, we will intentionally utilize all the available resources
to ensure teachers are well-equipped to deliver relevant and rigorous lessons each day.
I am asking you to come to school (traditional, virtual, or hybrid) prepared mentally,
emotionally, socially, and academically. I am your resource to help you matriculate
through your high school experience. I am available to you any time you need to talk
with me. When we are on one accord, we will be able to accomplish anything we set our
minds to. Three things I want you to always remember this school year: Trust your
teachers enough to know they are preparing you for life after high school; Exemplify
excellence every day in the classroom; and, Care enough about yourself that you will not
let anything stop you from achieving your goals.
Let’s have a FANTASTIC school year.
Together We SWARM,

Darein C. Spann, Ed.D.
"He who has a WHY to live for can bear almost any HOW." -Nietzsche

Dr. Lenora Hogan, Director
Millsaps Career and Technology Center
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Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year at Millsaps Career and Technology Center and Starkville
High School! I hope that the last 5 months have been safe, relaxing and productive. Allow me to
introduce you all to what Millsaps has to offer.
We are so excited to provide students with the advanced skills needed to begin their career
pathway experiences. Through the Academic Houses at Starkville High School, you will have a
variety of opportunities to gain valuable knowledge and unforgettable experiences. Academic
Houses allow students to complete a 2-year skills program through Career and Technical
Education (CTE), ake Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment classes for both CTE and academics, experience
job shadowing, work-based learning and internships, and/or gain real-world experiences in the
classroom and with local businesses and professionals. Each of these opportunities will help you
better understand whether that career pathway is best for you. Our mission is to prepare
students for high skill, high wage careers and further educational opportunities.
Our CTE teachers are committed to creating a spark of excellence in every career pathway.
Millsaps offers 11 programs: Ag and Natural Resources, Business/Marketing, CSPIRE – Coding
Software Development, Construction/Carpentry, Health Science, Horticulture, Law and Public
Safety, Project Lead The Way Engineering, Teacher Academy, Sports Medicine, and Unmanned
Aviation. By completing these skills programs, students are able to leave with a completer
certificate, articulated college credits, and industry certifications including WorkKeys, CNA,
Microsoft, and NCCER. We also offer electives in Family and Consumer Sciences (Child
Development, Contemporary Health, Family Dynamics, Nutrition and Wellness and Resource
Management), Exploring Computer Science, and Intro to Engineering. We are excited about our
new Makerspace room that is filled with creative opportunities. Each program encourages
participation in its respective student organizations.
This is my 24th year in education and 5th year as the director at Millsaps. Having earned bachelors
degrees in 3 areas from Mississippi State University, I’m delighted to know that students are able
to try out their career path before spending a dime. Parents, I challenge you to fuel the fire of
your child as he/she prepares for life after high school. Your support will help make the spark a
flame. We can’t wait to see you!
Together We SWARM,

Lenora Hogan, Ph. D.
Director, Millsaps Career and Technology Center
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Stephanie Keller, Senior Counselor
Starkville High School
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Welcome to the 20-21 school year!
I’m excited to work with the Class of 2021 and see them reach their
goals for the future. Although this year is getting off to an unusual
start, I know that exciting things are ahead for this year’s seniors
and the Jacket Nation.
I have been counseling for 5 years and was a former math teacher
for 22 years. She is married to Brett and has 2 daughters, Madison
and Morgan. She has a Bachelor’s and Master’s in Math Education
from MSU, a Master’s in School Counseling from USM, and a
Specialist’s in Teaching and Leading from Piedmont College, GA.
Her favorite things to do outside of school are traveling and trying
new restaurants.
My goal as 12th grade counselor is for students to experience as
many opportunities as they can to help them make good decisions
regarding college and careers. One of my favorite approaches to
helping students is to research college majors and careers using
internet resources.
If you have questions or concerns, please contact me at
skeller@starkvillesd.com or 662-324-4130.

“Success isn’t about how much money you make; it’s about the
difference you make in people’s lives.” Michelle Obama

Dorothy Roberson, H2S House
Starkville High School
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Hello Jackets!
Welcome back to a new school year that will bring many changes
and challenges. We will get through this with all of us working
together. If we try something and it doesn’t work, we will try
something else.
That reminds me of a quote that I feel fits with my love of
photography and what we are going through right now.
"Life is like a CAMERA. Just focus on what is IMPORTANT &
CAPTURE the good times. DEVELOP from the negatives & if
things don’t work out… Just take another SHOT!"
OK Jackets, let SWARM!

Ashley Shields, CAB/TEC House
Starkville High School
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Welcome to Starkville High School!
As a graduate of Starkville High School, I am honored to be an employee here. I
remember my high school experience like it was yesterday and led me to pursue
a career in school counseling. We have always, and still do, have some of the best
educators in the country. The foundational learning and experiences that
happen here at Starkville High School can prepare our students to be successful
ANYWHERE!
I am beginning my 13th year as a National Certified School Counselor. I consider
myself as an old-school counselor, and I am a stickler for following rules. I
encourage students to come to me directly for guidance and to ask questions.
Mom and Dad, you will not always be around and at some point your son and/or
daughter will have to handle things without you. I believe that my job as a
counselor is to teach and assists students with achieving their goals and be
available to listen in the happy and not so happy times. I also encourage students
to find balance by being active and engaged with activities inside and outside of
the classroom. Sometimes the extracurricular activities can set a student apart
when they are applying for a very competitive college or scholarship..
My role changes from day to day and sometimes moment to moment.
Sometimes, I am the person saying “you all need to get to class before the bell
rings.” Sometimes, I am an encourager letting students know that I see how hard
they are working and that I am super proud of them. Sometimes, I am the
counselor for a parent, encouraging them to not getting frustrated with his/her
son or daughter and to give them some time to mature and figure things out.
Other days I am the person frustrated because there just are not enough hours in
the day to give everyone what they need.
I am so excited about this school year. I am excited for the fresh start and the
new opportunities. My prayer is that we are better together and there is a strong
sense of love, support, and community within our school. I also pray that every
student feels wanted, confident, and valued when they walk thru our hallways.
WE ARE STARKVILLE HIGH STRONG!

Amanda Adams, CTE/Dual Enrollment
Millsaps Career and Technology Center
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Hey Jacket Fam,
Welcome to the 20-21 school year! I'm so excited to get to know you this year and
throughout the rest of your high school career. I am the Career and Technical
Education Counselor. Most students know me as "the lady with the purple hair",
yes...that's right...purple hair. I see students for individual, group, college/career
counseling, and advising. I coordinated all CTE testing and I am the sponsor for
the National Technical Honor Society. I also help with our program clubs
throughout the year and I'm the dual enrollment coordinator. At the school, you
will find me in my office (Millsaps VT-2), visiting classes, or standing in the halls
giving out free hugs and high-fives while social distancing of course. I'm working
on a few special greetings that will keep germs to a minimum but still allow me to
connect with each of you! I am missing real hugs so here is a virtual one to start
the year.
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((HUGS)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))
When I'm not at school, I spend a lot of time with my family. I am single a mom of
a wonderful sophomore here at SHS, Lana and I help raise my nephew Jayden. I
love music so you may catch me singing or dancing at any moment in my office or
the halls. (You have been warned lol) Christmas is my favorite time of year so be
prepared for lots of holiday cheer. My favorite colors are grey and teal green
so you'll find my office decked in calming spa colors. I can't put into words how
much I love working with teens and young adults! Come find me if you need
anything.
Amanda Adams, MCTC Counselor
aadams@starkvillesd.com
662-324-4170 ext. 8812

“I'm looking for a mind at work."
Angelica Schuyler from Hamilton
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Deborah Borganelli, CTE Special Populations
Millsaps Career and Technology Center
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Hi, I’m Debbie Borganelli. I am the Millsaps Career Technical Student Services
Coordinator. I am here to help career technical students to be successful. You have
probably seen me during testing or tours (probably both) that show students what
Millsaps has to offer. I am excited to get the year started, and I can’t wait to see you
in person or virtually. I am in Room 16 at Millsaps, my email address is
dborganelli@starkvillesd.com, and my phone number is 662-368-8141.
I just want to let you all know who I am and that I am here to help our careertechnical students. I work with students who are in nontraditional programs; are
single parents; are out-of-work; are in or have aged out of foster care; have a
parent who is in the armed forces and on active duty; have a disability; or are
English language learners, economically disadvantaged, or homeless. Basically, I
am here to help remove barriers for students. I want you all to do well!
If you are struggling, you do not have to struggle alone. While you may have
chosen a pathway or career that you’d like to pursue in Freshman Focus, if you are
uncertain, we can work together to find the best pathway for you. We will work
together to determine your learning style and identify your career interests if you
have not already done so. I will also work with you on math, English, biology skills,
and career-technical program content. We will work to find ways to help you
understand or retain (keep) the knowledge or material that you need. However, I
am also here to help students with projects and other assignments, too. You can
also come to me (and I may come to you) for help with, among other things, the
ACT, WorkKeys, and subject area tests, and I will help you review and help find
tutorial sources for you. Finally, sometimes students want or need help with
college and career planning and job searching, and I am here for that, too. The
most important thing to remember is that you are not alone! I am here to help,
whether on campus or virtually.
Remember, I am here for you! Don’t hesitate to contact me
if I can help.
Smiles,
Debbie Borganelli

Tammie Adam, Library/Media
Starkville High School
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Greetings Jacket Nation!
My name is Tammie Adam, and I am the library assistant at Starkville High
School. I assist Mrs. Peterson with the duties of managing the library, and
I will also oversee the MakerSpace lab this year.
I enjoy helping others explore the subjects and things that intrigues and
fascinates them and find a way to make It happen – whether it’s finding a
new book to read or creating and designing a project for a classroom
assignment. Starkville High School has many tools available to help you at
your convenience. If you have any questions or need assistance with
exploring your creative thinking, please feel free to contact me at
tadam@starkvillesd.com.
When I’m not at school, I spend my time with my daughter, Lily, and our
two dogs. I am passionate about abstract painting and photography. I also
enjoy finding new recipes and figuring out how to cook them.
I am truly excited to help students find their purpose, passion, and
potential in our library!
Ms. Adam

Lakettia Luckett, Social Worker
Starkville High School
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Hello! Welcome to Starkville High School. My name is T. Lakettia
Luckett, and I’ll be your Licensed School Social Worker for this
upcoming academic school year.
I’m a blessed mom of 4 children. My oldest is a 2018 graduate of SHS,
while my other children are students within our school district. I’m a
proud graduate of Alcorn State University with a B.A. in Sociology and
Social Work. I hold a Master’s of Education degree in Emotional and
Behavioral Disorders from MS State University. I am also certified to
teach Special Education (Mild/Moderate) as well as 7-12, Social
Studies.
Advocating for our students is my biggest priority. I love working with
children and families and being involved in the prevention process of
abuse and/or neglect as well as the unfortunate circumstances that
our students experience. I will be working closely with our Parent
Liasion, behavioral interventionist, PBIS, Department of Human
Services-Child Protective Services, and the community to aid in positive
social and emotional learning. Please feel free to contact me and/or
drop by my office. I look forward to being back at SHS and being a
team player for all students.
tluckett@starkvillesd.com
Go Jackets!

Sara Fraza, TSI Interventionist
Starkville High School
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Greetings Jacket Family,
I am excited to welcome you back, whether you are learning virtually or in
person, the entire staff is excited to connect with you again and help you towards
your college and career goals with the Academic Houses of Starkville High
School.
This is my 11th year in education, my first six years I worked in the Metro-Detroit
area of Michigan as a high school cognitive impairment program teacher. Now
that my family has moved south, I will be starting my 5th year at Starkville High
where I have taught special education and freshman focus. This year I will be
working with students in all academic houses as the TSI Interventionist. In this
new role, I will be supporting specific students in Algebra I and English II by
cooperating with the classroom teacher and providing individualized instruction.
When I’m not at Starkville High School, I am usually spending time with my family
and friends. My husband Erik works in the Geosciences department at
Mississippi State, my son Marshall is three years old and my daughter Phoebe
turned one in April. We enjoy riding bikes, taking walks on campus and playing
at the splash pad.
For the students who I have worked with in the past, I look forward to hearing
about your progress within your academic house, remember to take advantage
of all the opportunities you will have in these small learning communities. To the
students who I will begin to work with this year, I hope you see me as a resource
and a helping hand as you tackle these very important courses. Regardless of
what is going on around us the days continue and your chance at graduation and
scholarships don’t just go away. Don’t let anything stop you, be accountable for
your learning and continue to achieve your goals.
Together We SWARM,
Sara Fraza M.Ed.
TSI Interventionist

Ashley Parvin, Testing Coordinator
Starkville High School
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My name is Ashley Parvin. I was born on the Mississippi Gulf coast
and lived most of my life in Alcorn County, Mississippi. I now reside
with my family in Starkville. I graduated from Biggersville High School
in Corinth. I am a graduate of Blue Mountain College and Arkansas
State University.
I am the mother to three pretty amazing children. My daughter,
Maddie, is an ER nurse. My oldest son, Bragg, is a SHS graduate and a
MSU Sophomore. My youngest son, John Robert “Rabbit”, is a 7th
grader at Partnership Middle School. We are a football family!
I am entering into my 13th year in education. I started my career at
Thrasher Attendance Center followed by several years at Tigrett
Middle School in Jackson, Tennessee. I then taught at Corinth High
School for five years. I am starting my fourth year as a Starkville
Yellowjacket, and I feel that I am at home in the Jacket Nation. I am
the AP/testing coordinator at SHS. I also assist in the athletic eligibility
process.
I look forward to a great year!

Amy Pate, Curriculum Technology Specialist
Starkville High School
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Welcome back to school in the Jacket Nation! I am Amy Pate, the
Curriculum Technology Specialist for Starkville High School and
Millsaps Career and Technical Center, the new MSU-SOCSD
Partnership Middle School, and The Learning Center. I am in my 16th
year of education, and my 5th year as a CTS in the SOCSD. I enjoy
working with our students, parents, and teacher and assisting with
technology issues and training wherever I am needed.
"Technology will never replace great teachers, but technology in
the hands of a great teacher can be transformational."
- George Couros

Deatrick Hampton, Technology Support Specialist
Starkville High School

Together we SWARM!

Lindley Peterson, Media Specialist
Starkville High School
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Hey y’all!!! Welcome to Starkville High School! I am so excited y’all are here and I
can’t wait to see what this year has in store for all of us!
My name is Mrs. Peterson and I am your librarian! I’ve got a few things that I’d
love to share about myself with you! First - I love to read!! But as much as I love
to read, I also love to watch Netflix just as much! :) I also love to workout, cook,
spend time with my kids, family and friends. I also love to travel and absolutely
love anything involving sports - especially Mississippi State University sports!! I
went to MSU, following both of my parents, and my husband currently works
for the MSU football team. We love the Bulldogs!!!! My husband and I have 2
boys - they’re proud little Jackets in the 5th and 1st grade. Having young boys,
we play with lots of legos, ride bikes, go camping, watch all the Star Wars
movies/shows, etc!
I was a classroom teacher for 10 years and this will be my 4th year as the
librarian at Starkville High School! I am available always via email at
lpeterson@starkvillesd.com. We also have a library website that can be
accessed through the Starkville High School website and we are also on Twitter
at @SHS_Library_. Please reach out if we can help you with anything!
My goal for every student is to show them how fun reading can be!!! Reading is
an adventure and can take you to places you never imagined! Reading has
always been so important to me. I want to help every student at SHS become a
stronger reader. I love getting to know our students and then helping them
find books they love and books that will help them grow as students and young
adults.
I’ll leave you with one of my favorite quotes. C.S. Lewis once said “you are
never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream”. So go out
there guys and make the most of each day!
Mrs. Peterson

Amy Pitts, Interventionist
Starkville High School
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Hello! I am Amy Pitts. This is my 26 year in education and my third
year in Starkville. I am thrilled to be returning to my favorite place in
education - high school.
I graduated from LSU but yell for the Dawgs when they’re not playing
my Tigers. I have four daughters (one MSU alumni and one who is a
senior at MSU) and a husband who is a Mississippi State alumni.
I recently gained the title of Gammy when my first grandson was born
in July.
I am so excited about the school year.

Rachel Stephens, Behavior Specialist
Starkville High School
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My name is Rachel Stephens, and I’m eager to start my 6th year as a
positive behavior specialist with the Starkville Oktibbeha School
District, where there are so many opportunities for students to find
their passion, purpose and potential. Our district has so much to offer,
I pray all students take advantage of some of the opportunities
available to them. I am passionate about students finding their
passion and reason for the future. I work primarily with behavior, so
helping students understand and see the ‘bigger picture’ than the
moment in front of them is where my hear lies. I want every student
to understand they are capable of becoming productive, contributing
members of our society and lead a fulfilling joyful life!! I have long
understood that “you only get one chance at this” and that includes
the years classified as youth. So, it is my mission to help our students
make the most of this time and realize their own potential.
That being said, I am a grateful mother of three little girls, who all have
their own unique fun personalities. My joy comes from helping them
grow and develop and watching them find themselves. We enjoy the
typical routines of a small southern town, such as transitions to after
school events, homework in the car and dinner at the table. We enjoy
family time and love visiting with friends whenever we have the
opportunity.
Parents, students or any staff may reach out to me at
rstephens@starkvillesd.com for any needs or concerns. I am happy
to help in any way I am able.

Veronica Young, Nurse
Starkville High School
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Hello! Welcome back for the 2020-2021 year!
I am Nurse Young, and I look forward to assisting you with healthcare
needs. Staying safe and healthy is my goal for everyone!
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Anthony Belgrave, School Resource Officer
Starkville High School
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Cedric Sykes, School Resource Officer
Starkville High School
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Kelly Smith, Executive Secretary
Starkville High School
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Peggy Arick, Bookkeeper
Starkville High School
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Shonda McGee, Records Specialist
Starkville High School
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Heather Proctor, Receptionist
Starkville High School
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Stephanie Sherman, Executive Secretary
Millsaps Career and Technology Center
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Helen Bell, Copy Clerk
Starkville High School
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Sandeka Jones, Attendance Clerk
Starkville High School
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Dana Minor, Attendance Clerk
Starkville High School
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Assistants
Marlon Bryant, Office Assistant
Starkville High School
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Jeremiah Chandler, Athletics Assistant
Starkville High School
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Danny Ditta, Athletics Assistant
Starkville High School
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Lula Akins, Custodian
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Starkville High School
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Geneva Austin, Custodian
Starkville High School
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Sally Baptist, Custodian
Starkville High School
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Marshall Davis, Custodian
Millsaps Career and Technology Center
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Freddy Gandy, Custodian
Starkville High School
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Shirley Guy, Custodian
Starkville High School
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Charles Jefferson, Custodian
Starkville High School
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Donnie Buckner, ISD
Starkville High School
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Teresa Robinson, ISD
Starkville High School
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Starkville High School

Together we SWARM!

Lamarcus Harris
Starkville High School
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Lakeshia Henderson
Starkville High School
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Felitha Howard
Starkville High School
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Tawana Hubbard
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Luke Adkins, Health/Baseball
Starkville High School
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How’s it going guys? My name is Coach Adkins. I’m the Head Baseball
Coach here at Starkville High School. My hobbies include Mississippi
State Athletics, golfing, outdoor activities, and spending time with my
son, Stetson. This summer I obtained my Master’s Degree in Teaching
Secondary Students from Mississippi State.
I will be teaching
Contemporary Health and P.E. My goal is that once you leave my
class, you will have an abundance of “real world” experiences to live a
healthy lifestyle and make informed choices. My instructional method
will include open discussion, small group activities, and independent
study.
Communication is key to understanding and learning; I will use this
approach with my students. I enjoy engaging with students, and
building relationships that reach beyond the classroom.
Email: ladkins@starkvillesd.com
Phone: 662-324-4130
“Success comes from knowing that you did your best to become
the best that you are capable of becoming.” -John Wooden

Jessica Beaird, Business Technology
Starkville High School
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Hello everyone! I wanted to take this time to welcome you to Starkville High and
introduce myself. My name is Jessica Beaird. I am married and have 3 boys of my own. I
live in Columbus. I am a huge Star Wars fan and a little bit of a gamer. I also like a few
anime series. Video games and movies is how we spend time together as a family. I also
like to read and do arts and crafts. I am a gadget nut. I love anything tech. This is one
reason why I love teaching Business Tech and being Esports coach.
I have been teaching for 16 years. I taught for 11 years at a private school in Columbus
and have taught at Starkville High for five years. I love teaching at Starkville High. It has
been a blessing! Currently I teach in the CAB house. I teach Graphic Design I and II and
Web Design. In Graphic Design, we learn how to create different types of documents like
articles, advertisements, posters, and flyers, etc. Graphic Design II focuses more on
creating artwork in photography and drawing on the computer. We mainly use
Adobe Creative Suites but this year we will also look at other ways of creating the same
documents in other programs like Canva. Web Design class just touches the basics of
building web pages. We will start off going over some basic computer skills such as how
to save and know where to save. We will even possibly play around with html code.
My goal for my students is to become more familiar with the computer. In today’s world
we have to be familiar with computer and know how to use and understand what to do
and what not to do. I want our students to know how to use the computer professionally.
This will open so many doors for them. I also want to students to realize that they can be
problem solvers and what better place to learn problem solving than in a computer class.
In my classes there are more than one way to solve a problem.
The learning experience will be a lot of hands on and project based. The only way to learn
anything on a computer is to actually do it. We will take notes using Nearpod. This is
actually an interactive web base for notes. So my classes are notes and project based.
Assessments are a mixture of questions and projects. I see myself as more of a facilitator
in the classroom. Once the students get the routine down, they are really teaching
themselves by doing the work. I am there if they run into problems and need help. I think
this is the best way to learn especially with computers. I am really looking forward to
teaching my students this year!! I believe everyone can learn and love watching students
learn! We are going to have a great year! If you have any questions, feel free to contact
me. I will also be using Remind to let you know of upcoming tests and students will be
able to sign up for it as well.
Jessica Beaird
jbeaird@starkvillesd.com
School number: (662) 324-4130

Ron Campbell, Drivers Ed. /Softball
Starkville High School
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Hello and welcome to Starkville High School if you are a new student, if you
are a returning student I would like to welcome you back to school. First, I
would like to introduce myself. I am Coach Ronald Campbell. I have six
siblings and a twin brother that you will see out in the community and think
it is me, but it’s not. I attended the Starkville Public School System and
graduated from Starkville High School in 1984. Our class was the first class
to attend Armstrong Middle School (just sharing my age). I am a United
States Air Force and Mississippi National Guardsman veteran. I attended
East Mississippi Community College and graduated from Mississippi State
University. I’m married to the wonderful Sabrina Campbell (she teaches for
our rival enemy West Point High School), and we have three children, one
who will be a junior this year at Starkville High.
Secondly, I teach Drivers Education and coach Fast Pitch Softball. I’m
always looking for good softball players. Drivers Ed is not just about getting
your license or permit, it’s about learning information and skills that will aid
you in becoming a safe responsible driver. I enjoy teaching and coaching
and I’m excited about us accomplishing the challenges that you will face as
a young driver.
Last, I want to share a few words about my role as a teacher. My role is to
teach my subject area content to the best of my ability. I hope to teach you
mutual respect which in return will support us in building a relationship
that will enhance good characteristics such as trust, honesty, and selfworth. We will share some conversations about life in general. I hope these
conversations assist you in becoming a productive young adult in society. I
care about you and what happens to you. You can always come to me for
assistance with any matter or problem. I will do my best to help you or find
someone that can. I hope that your time as a Yellow Jacket will be just as
exciting and memorable as mine.
Respectfully,
Coach Ronald Campbell

Greg Carter, PE/Basketball Head Coach
Starkville High School
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Welcome to the Jacket Nation!
I am Greg Carter, head coach for the Boys Basketball Team at Starkville
High School. This is my 19th year here and I have enjoyed every minute
of it. Even though we are going through times of uncertainty, I am excited
to be here are Starkville High School.
Coach Carter

Charles Herron, Health/Football
Starkville High School
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I am Charles Herron.
I teach contemporary health and coach
Yellowjacket football. This is my 2nd year at SHS. I am proud to be a
Jacket!
Coach Herron

Chris Jones, Football Head Coach
Starkville High School

Together we SWARM!
Hi, Jacket Nation!
I'm Chris Jones, Head Jacket Football Coach. This is my 4th year as Head
Coach.I want to wish everyone a great 2020-21 school year. Despite the
pandemic of Covid-19, let's chase EXCELLENCE the YELLOWJACKET WAY!
Coach Jones

Doug Houston, Foreign Language (Spanish)
Starkville High School
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¡Hola y bienvenidos a Starkville High School, Fall 2020! (“Hi, and welcome to Starkville
High School Fall, 2020!”)
Tik Tok viewer. Music streamer. Sports fan. YouTube watcher. Facebook user. In
today’s world of technology and smart phones, we are quickly becoming mere
“spectators and consumers” of entertainment instead of taking our place as “producers
and creators” of solutions to today’s human problems.
Do you have a dream? Is there something that you have a passion for? Are you wanting
to accomplish something more in life than watching funny cat videos on YouTube and
learning 15-second Tik Tok dances? At Starkville High you can gain the tools you will
need to realize your passion and make a difference in this world. Regardless of the
subject you will be challenged to think, to learn time management, to organize your
thoughts, to read, to write, to study, to know your value as a person, and to mature in
your character. The SHS experience is upon us and your teachers are here to serve you
and help you change the world!
My name is Sr. Houston, and I teach Spanish 1 & 2, and dual-enrollment Spanish at SHS.
I am originally from Starkville but came to appreciate the value of learning foreign
language and culture after working in Central America for 23 years. I am married and
have four grown boys who were all born in Honduras. I have supervised cross-cultural
trips for young people to the countries of Mexico, Spain, Morocco, Egypt, India, and all
of Central America. The experiences have given me a better picture of the differences
between the United States and the rest of the world.
I am looking forward to help you begin the exciting process of learning ONE of the
world’s 7100 languages! SPANISH. As the 2nd or 3rd most spoken language in the
world, Spanish will open many doors to you for friendships, understanding,
employment and entertainment.
¡Vamos, amigos! ¡Let’s begin and let’s “cambiar el mundo”!
EMAIL: dhouston@starkvillesd.com
REMIND: • Spanish 1 - Send text to 81010.
Text this message: @ek6ec4

• Spanish 2 - Send text to 81010.
Text this message: @a7f6k2

• Dual Enrollment Spanish 1 - Send text to 81010.
Text this message: @2ag3e2

Monica Lamalas, Spanish (online)
Starkville High School
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My name is Monica Lamelas. I am originally from the Dominican Republic but
have been living in MS for the past 20 years. I obtained my Bachelor's degree
from the Pontificia Universidad Catolica Madre y Maestra in the Dominican
Republic. I love teaching, and I am looking forward to helping you acquire the
Spanish language.
Monica Lamelas
❝To have another language is to possess a second soul.❞
‒Charlemagne

Brenda Williams, Spanish Facilitator
Starkville High School

Together we SWARM!
First of all, I want to say that I am so excited to be your Spanish II Lab Assistant
for this year. Fun facts about me. I was born in Detroit Michigan and raised in
Mississippi. I graduated from Mississippi State University with a Bachelor's
degree in Human Science Emphasis in Early Childhood Education. I enjoyed
teaching pre-school, and now assisting at Starkville High School. I'm married to a
wonderful husband of 32 years, one son and one son from my extended family.
To all students and families, I know that our current climate with Covid 19 has
brought overwhelming challenges for everyone. I believe having a positive
attitude, patience, extended kindness to each other, and being
adaptable to our "new normal" will be critical to our overall success this year. We
don’t have all the answers, but will partner with each of you to
ensure we are giving our best to each of our students and families. I am
excited to meet each of you! If you have any questions or concerns, pleases
feel free to contact me via email bchw28@gmail.com.
Te ve pronto (see you soon),
Senora Williams

Sierra Horel Pittman, Business
Starkville High School
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Hi all! My name is Sierra Pittman. I am one of the business tech
teachers over at Starkville High School! I teach personal finance,
business law and entrepreneurship. On top of teaching, I am also the
head volleyball coach! Being able to coach and teach at the same time
has always been my dream, and I couldn’t ask for anything different.
When both my husband and I graduated from Mississippi State, we
knew that the Starkville/Columbus area was the area for us! We
recently bought a beautiful house with our two dogs, Kane and Dixie.
They are both so full of energy, so they are always keeping us on our
toes!
The goal for my students is for them to actually be able to use the
knowledge they learn in my class and reciprocate that into the future.
Every person in the world deals with the law and money
almost every day, so having that familiarity and awareness about it all
will help students as they get older. When learning in my class, we love
to try and bring the current outside world in. When graduating from
high school and moving into the real world, students are often lost
and confused. With my class, I try and develop them into the
successful, young adults I know they can be!
If ever any questions, I am always just an email away. Both parents
and students are always welcome to email me or talk with me. My
doors and ears are always open!
Email: shorel@starkvillesd.com
Cannot wait to see you all very soon!
Sierra Pittman

William Stewart, Driver's Ed/Football
Starkville High School
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My name is William Stewart. I am from Pontotoc, Mississippi. I now
reside with my family in Starkville. I graduated from Pontotoc High
School. I am a graduate of Mississippi Valley State University. I
received my Masters degree from Jones International University and
my Specialist in Educational Leadership from Arkansas State
University.
I played football in college followed by a 7 year career in arena
football. I am a former AAU Junior Olympic Gold Medalist for
powerlifting and hold a record that still stands 24 years later. I am a
two-time world champion powerlifter where I represented the United
States in the World Drug-Free Powerlifting Federation resulting in a
record that still stands today. In my spare time, I like to watch all
sports
I am entering into my 19th year in education. I started my career at
Benedict College in Columbia, South Carolina where I coached
Offensive Line. This is my fourth year in the Jacket Nation. I coach
Offensive Line for the SHS football team, and I am the Head
powerlifting coach. I teach driver’s education. I am excited to see what
this year has in store for us.
Coach Stewart

Debbie Thomas, Job Specialist
Jobs for Mississippi Grads at SHS
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Jobs for Mississippi Graduates (JMG) is a non-profit organization that has been a part of Starkville High
School for the past five years! JMG is a subsidiary of JAG (Jobs for America’s Graduates) which is our
National Governing Agency! This year the Program will be housed at Millsaps Career & Technology
Center in Room 1! A full-credit is given as an elective to juniors and seniors who opt to take the
course. The JMG Class may be offered both traditional and/or virtual this 2020-2021 School-Year via
Administrative Mandates.
As Job Specialist for the Program students are instructed to set both short and long-term goals. The
immediate short-term goal is to make sure that each student is meeting the requirements for high
school graduation! The long-term goals are set as students begin to explore their career interest(s)
with the introduction of five core skills taught in the JMG Program. The core skills are College
Preparation, Career Exploration, Employability Competence, Community Service, and Leadership
Development!
Guest speakers, field trips, competitive events, mock-interviews, budgeting,
PowerPoint Presentations, ACT Prep, Workkeys, EVERFI, and portfolios, along with in and out-of-school
projects are just a few of the activities used to enhance comprehension of skills stated above. By the
time students have completed the JMG Class and have successfully met the requirements for
graduation, students are well equipped to continue their journey beyond high school graduation.
Gainful employment, attendance at a post-secondary school, and/or enlistment in the military are
standard placements that the JMG Program anticipates that each of its graduates will consider
immediately following high school graduation! Students who complete the JMG Program realize that
they must be “productive” citizens who gives back to the “community”!
Parents become an integral part of the JMG Program too, once their child commits to being in JMG!
Parents and I will work together closely to ensure that their child is getting 110% from the class. As a
team we will commit to reviewing the child’s above average academic standing, preferably in all classes
and not just JMG. With this commitment too we will take an active part to help create an environment
that embraces cultural diversity that will transform learning to access various career options outside of
the norm! Classroom visits, chaperoning on field trips, serving as a member of our Advisory Board,
and so much more are just a few “open-door” means of support that JMG Parents wholeheartedly
accept as participants!
Partnerships have enabled this class to move beyond ordinary to “extraordinary”! Businesses,
supervisors, and managers throughout the “Golden Triangle Area” have given funds in the form of
scholarships and stipends over the past four years to my graduating seniors who complete both the
requirements for high school graduation as well as objectives and competencies set by JAG. Each year
support for partnerships are solicited and warranted to support JMG and its future leaders!
I look forward each year to seeing students and being able to steer them closer to their future dreams
and aspirations! I consider myself blessed to have such an awesome responsibility!
Thank You!
Mrs. Debbie Thomas
dthomas@starkvillesd.com

LTC Charlese Webb, JROTC
Starkville High School
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Welcome Back Jackets! I hope that each of you had a safe, and enjoyable break and are recharged
and ready to start this school year! The 2020-2021 school year has not started the way any of us
planned or expected but together we will make this a great and successful school year!
JROTC is a leadership and character development program accredited by AdvancED. This program is
not a preparation program for entry into the military. The Mission of JROTC is to “motivate young
people to be better citizens”. Through the JROTC curriculum students learn skills in leadership,
personal growth and behaviors, citizenship, decision making, health and fitness, first aid, team
building, service learning and character traits to become productive citizens and employees. The
curriculum is based on the principles of performance-based, learner-centered education and
promotes development of these core abilities:
Apply critical thinking techniques; Build your capacity for life-long learning
Take responsibility for your actions and choices; Treat self and others with respect
Do your share as a good citizen in your school, community, and country
Each LET Level focuses on developing leadership skills: Emerging, Developing, Supervising and
Managing leaders that build on the previous level. Cadets participate in numerous co-curricular
activities to demonstrate their understanding and competence of the curriculum/core abilities.
Some JROTC co-curricular activities include: (5) Award Winning Competitive teams (Drill, Color Guard,
Physical Training, Air Rifle and Academic/Leadership Bowl), Community Service & School Support
activities, Service Learning Projects and JROTC Leadership & STEM camps.
Every learning experience in JROTC: curriculum or co-curricular reinforces the cadets understanding
of the course competencies and provides a practical application of the core abilities which are critical
to success in high school and post-secondary career. The JROTC Program Outcomes are:
Graduate prepared to succeed in post-secondary options and career pathways
Act with integrity and personal accountability as you lead others to succeed
Make decisions that promote positive social, emotional, and physical health
As we move forward with the 2020-2021 school year, I ask cadets and parents to be flexible and
maintain a positive attitude as we all navigate through this year. I also ask that cadets and parents
maintain open communication with me. I welcome ideas and suggestions as we go along the 20202021 school year journey. This year will have some challenges and there may be a few bumps in the
road, but we are in this together and together we
will get through it!
This is my 11th year as the SHS JROTC Senior Army Instructor. I am a proud graduate of Purdue
University – Boiler UP!
“To Motivate Young People To Be Better Citizens”
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Aimee Bordelon
Starkville High School
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Hello, Yellow Jackets!
I am so excited to begin this school year and supporting all my students
as they navigate the many changes going on in the world and in their
own lives. I truly am in this profession to help young people, and I
anticipate doing just that, no matter what unplanned adventures lie
ahead for all of us this school year!
This is my lucky 13th year teaching English at Starkville High School, and
my 15th year in Education. My goals as an English III and AP Literature
and Composition teacher are to foster a love for literature in each of my
students, and to provide them with the tools to understand how
literature both reflects and changes our society. As a member of the
Communications, Arts, and Business House, I look forward to providing
my students many opportunities to connect literature to their chosen
career paths in ways that are engaging, relevant, and challenging.
Every year, and especially this year, I ask each of my students to try their
best to keep a positive attitude, prepare themselves to read and write
every day, and keep an open mind. This year will be a unique learning
experience for ALL of us, and I promise I will try to keep that positive
attitude and open mind right along with you! As I say in my classes, “You
get out what you put in!”
I also would like to encourage parents to continue to hold high
expectations for their students, and support them by supporting their
learning. Parents are so integral in the success of students, and I hope to
form a partnership with parents, so that together we can focus on
student achievement. I want parents to know that they can EXPECT
EXCELLENCE EVERY DAY from me and from their student!

Angela Hobart
Starkville High School
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Hello, Jacket Nation!
We are about to have an interesting year! I am Angela Hobart. I graduated
with my Bachelor of Arts and Master's degrees from Mississippi State
University. This year will be my 30th year to teach. I have taught in every
grade from K-12, but have been teaching middle and high school students
since 2000.
All four of my children graduated from SHS. I love coffee, lipstick, glitter and
the color pink! I enjoy spending time with my three granddaughters, going
to the beach or the pool and attending sporting events. I am the coach of
the SHS Swim and Golf teams. Two of my favorite places are the pool deck
and the golf course.
The courses I teach are English II, broadcast Journalism and print
journalism. In print journalism we design and publish The Yellow Jacket
yearbook, publish the online school news on shsjacketbuzz.org and film
and upload the weekly broadcast called "JacketSpeak." Our second and
third year journalists also manage our twitter, instagram and snapchat
social media outlets @shsjacketbuzz to help keep everyone informed. My
goal for all journalism students is to become proficient with reporting,
photography, videography, AP style and video editing all the while
presenting unbiased news to keep the Jacket Nation informed.
In English II, we learn a lot about vocabulary, grammatical functions, article
exploration through Achieve 3000 and literature response through essay
and power point projects. My goal for English II students is to perfect
writing essays and show growth on that state test (the one required for
graduation). If you need to get in touch with me, my email is
ahobart@starkvillesd.com.
Until we meet,
Coach Hobart

Anita Johnson
Starkville High School
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As a proud graduate of Starkville High School class of 1993, I am
honored to begin my 23rd year teaching and coaching in the same
environment that allowed me to grow and discover my passions. At
SHS students not only succeed academically, but also artistically
and athletically #togetherweswarm.

Erica Johnson
Starkville High School
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Jacket Family,
Welcome back! This year has been like no other, and I hope you’re just as ready as I am
to get back to school and back to some sense of “normalcy.” It’s going to be a great year!
I am a proud graduate of Mississippi State University and William Carey University. This is
my 3rd year at Starkville High School and my 12th year in education. I began my career
at Noxubee County High School, moved to MSU Athletic Academics as the Learning
Specialist, and then started with the Starkville Oktibbeha School District as a reading
teacher at Armstrong Middle School.
My wonderful husband and I have been married for almost two years. We enjoy traveling
and experiencing new things. I love reading, gardening, and decorating. Home
improvement shows are my favorite even though my husband cringes when he sees one
on the TV. I dream it up, and he gets it done.
As we embark into the new journey of academic houses, I am so excited to be a part of
the H2S Academic House. I will be teaching English II and English Composition I, and I’m
looking forward to teaching those courses and seeing my students grow as readers,
writers, and thinkers. My students will be asked to analytically engage with pieces of
literature as well as contemporary informational texts. They will be challenged and learn
the value of critical thinking. Revision will be an ongoing skill that is practiced daily. We
aren’t perfect, so we must learn to work hard until we get it right. I want my students to
go out into the world being able to think critically, communicate well, and positively
contribute to society.
If you need to get in contact with me, please feel free to email, call, or text. My email is
erjohnson@starkvillesd.com, and my phone number is 662-268-7764. I will also setup
Remind accounts for each class in order to send out important information and
reminders throughout the week. Please be sure to join the Remind account once the
school year begins.
I am looking forward to this year! If you need anything or have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to contact me. I want to make sure that your kids are successful and have
everything they need to reach their goals.
Erica Johnson
“The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation.”
~Corrie Ten Boom

Amelia Plair
Starkville High School
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Welcome back to a new school year at Starkville High School! I’m Amelia Plair, and
this year I am teaching English III, or junior English.
My roots run deep in the Jacket Nation. I am a mother to three little Jackets at
home, one each at Sudduth, the Partnership School, and Armstrong. I attended all
12 years of school in Starkville School District and graduated with the SHS class of
1997. (I’ll let you do the math on that one.)
I earned a BA in English and Religious Studies from Millsaps College and an MA in
English literature from the University of Southern Mississippi. After college, I taught
high school for a few years before becoming an editor for the Extension Service at
Mississippi State University for ten years.
But the classroom kept calling me home. Four years ago, I quit at the university so I
could teach at Armstrong Middle School. I transferred to Starkville High two years
ago.
I love to teach because – quite simply – I love young people. I love that they are full
of energy and anticipation and possibilities. My goal as a teacher is to help my kids
figure out how best to uncover their own gifts and maximize their opportunities. I
want my students to develop the skills they will need wherever their next steps
take them, be it into higher education or the working world.
Reading and writing are skills fundamental not just to education but to life itself,
and I do my best to help produce students who can understand and respond
appropriately to the world around them.
One thing we can say for certain about this school year is that it will be different
from any like it before in our lifetimes. That’s ok. It’s ok to feel confused or
overwhelmed at times.
But please don’t stay that way. I am here to help, and if I don’t know the answer, I
will do everything I can to figure it out. Please contact me at
aplair@starkvillesd.com if you need anything to help you succeed.

Shonna Ryals
Starkville High School
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Hello, Yellow Jackets! My name is Shonna Ryals, and I’m so excited to
be teaching Dual Credit English Composition II and English II this year
at SHS. I graduated from Mississippi State University in 2001 with a
bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education/English (#HAILSTATE), and I
received my master’s degree in Secondary Education/English from
The University of West Alabama in 2008. I’m also a National Board
Certified Teacher, so I’m a pretty big teacher nerd.
Our school motto “Together We S.W.A.R.M” reminds me of a story
from my childhood. One day after school, I was playing outside and
decided to see how far up I could climb in a tree. I was super proud of
myself when I made it pretty high into the tree. As I was wedging
myself between two limbs to sit, I felt this intense pain. And then
more pain. And then more pain. I quickly looked down to see what
was attacking me and to figure out a way to escape it, when I realized
that I was being attacked by a swarm of yellow jackets. They chased
me out of the tree and all of the way to the house. They kept stinging
and stinging me, no matter how fast I ran or how many I killed. They
didn’t stop. They were DILIGENT.
As we begin a new school year, I want to challenge you to remain
DILIGENT in your school work. Push yourself to never stop and swarm
those times when your classes are challenging. No matter how you are
attending school this year -traditional, hybrid, or virtual- remember
that we are all Yellow Jackets, and “Together We S.W.A.R.M.”

Ms. Ryals

Marcy Smith
Starkville High School

Together we SWARM!

S
H
S
20/21

M
C
T
C

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year at SHS. I am Marcy Smith and this will be
my 26th year teaching in the Starkville Oktibbeha Consolidated School District.
This year I will be teaching English IV and Oral Communication. I believe this will
be a challenging school year for everyone. We don’t know what to expect and we
will have to take each day as it comes and be flexible. I will do everything
possible to keep you informed of changes and make this year as stress-free as
possible. If you ever have a question or need anything just let me know.
I am originally from Cookeville, Tennessee. I was born and raised there except
for the two years I lived in Elizabethtown, Kentucky. I graduated from Tennessee
Technological University in 1994 with a bachelor’s degree in secondary education
with minors in English and history. The week after graduating I married my
college sweetheart, Roger, and the next day we moved to Starkville, Mississippi.
Our plan was to live in Starkville one year so he could finish graduate school and
then we would move home to Tennessee. We fell in love with Starkville and
never left. After I began teaching at SHS, I started my master’s degree at MSU. I
focused my studies on secondary education, English, and art. I have two sons,
Warren and Mason, and we all call Starkville home. I spent my free time with my
boys and their activities when they were young. Sadly, my husband passed away
in 2016 after a long, courageous fight with pancreatic cancer. Now that they are
grown I spend my free time with my friends, my two dogs, and watching Hallmark
Christmas movies.
I love teaching and I come from a long line of educators. I have never not wanted
to be a teacher. I love the challenge that each new day brings. I never know what
to expect and I love that. I am certified to teach English (7-12) and Art (K-12). This
will be the first year in my career that I have not taught some form of art history.
British literature (12th grade) is my absolute favorite class to teach. My 12th
grade English teacher, Coach Ron Myers, is my inspiration. He showed me how I
could travel without leaving home by opening the pages of a book. I have
modeled my teaching style after him.
2020-2021 will be challenging, but the Jacket Nation has never backed down from
a challenge, and we won’t this year. Stay flexible and always ask questions.

Molly Stafford
Starkville High School
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Welcome back to this crazy 2020-2021 school year, Jackets! I’m Molly Stafford,
and this will be my fourth year teaching at Starkville High. I graduated from
Mississippi University for Women in 2001. For twelve years, I was an elementary
school teacher, but I made the switch to high school in 2017 and have enjoyed
every minute of it. I’m married to Stewart, who is a commercial real estate
appraiser. We have three children: John Isaac is a senior at the University of
Alabama, Sally is a rising senior at SHS and Shelby will be a sophomore at SHS.
When we aren’t in school, I enjoy going on trips with my family and spending time
outside with our dogs, Toby and Tyra Banks.
This year, I will be teaching College and Career Readiness, Creative Writing,
Survey of African-American Literature and AP Art History. My goal as a teacher is
to provide opportunities for all of my students to be successful and to enjoy what
they are learning. That being said, each class that I teach is very different: In
CCR, students will be participating in projects and lessons that will help prepare
them to leave high school and enter college/workforce. In my creative writing
classes, the students are given opportunities to express themselves through all
sorts of fun, interesting types of writing, while creating their own creative writing
portfolio. Survey of African-American Literature is a class where we are able to
learn about, read and admire the works of some of our nation’s most talented
and under-appreciated artists. This will be my first year teaching AP Art History,
and I am so excited because I am an art history nerd! I love it! This course is a
college level course in the history of world art. It is designed to prepare students
for the College Board Advanced Placement Art History Exam.
This is going to be a very different year for everyone. Since our classes will be
both virtual and in-person, it’s going to be important for us all to be more flexible
and understanding. It’s also going to be important for everyone to be
responsible and accountable. Canvas will be our lifeline this year and how we will
communicate this year.
However, you can always email me at
mstafford@starkvillesd.com.
I look forward to this year and can’t wait to meet all of you! Go Jackets!

Sally Warren
Starkville High School
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I am Sally Warren, and it is my great pleasure to welcome you to the
2020-2021 school year. I became a member of the Jacket Nation way
back in 1986 (yes, I am ancient!), and I’ve loved being a part of life at
SHS. My great hope is that you enjoy being a Jacket as much as I do.
I’ve taught quite a few subjects in my time, but for the past few years I
have taught strictly English II. This subject is especially challenging
because we have a state test we must master, but if you work with me,
we’ll get through it. I guarantee it.
I invite you to ask questions and become involved in discussions. After
all, “He who asks a question is a fool for five minutes; he who does not
ask a question remains a fool forever.”-Chinese proverb. I also
encourage you to read, read, read. There is no greater preparation for
the state test (and life, for that matter) than to read as much as you
can. We’ll be doing a lot of reading together, and I hope you’ll enjoy it
as much as I do.
As you know, we’ll be working in Canvas, and I can always be reached
at swarren@starkvillesd.com This year will be different, no doubt, but
we’ll figure it out. I am looking forward to beginning my 34th year in
the Jacket Nation with all of you. Let’s strive for excellence.
“You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and
smarter than you think.”- A. A. Milne

Holly Wiliams
Starkville High School
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Hello, Starkville High School students, parents, and fellow teachers! My name is
Holly Williams, and I am so excited to work with each of you this year! I am new to
Starkville, and new to the state of Mississippi, but I already feel so welcomed and
at home here.
I am from Russellville, Alabama, and I previously taught in the Franklin County
School District. I completed my undergraduate and graduate studies at the
University of North Alabama in Florence, where I received my secondary
education degree and a masters in history. I was later certified to teach English as
well, so here at Starkville, I will be teaching English III and SREB.
My hobbies include reading (of course), geocaching, and playing Dungeons &
Dragons. I wear my nerd badge with honor! I play guitar and a little bit of ukulele,
but I’m not great at either. I also enjoy spending time with my family, especially
my two year old twin nephews. I have two cats, Ripley and Taliesin, and one very
old dog named Tigg.
My number one expectation in the classroom is respect. If we all respect
ourselves, each other, and our school, everything else will go as smoothly as
possible in this year of change and uncertainty. Of course, respecting others this
year also includes taking extra measures to keep everyone safe and healthy, and
I will do everything I can to make sure we all follow the guidelines set before us.
We may all be unsure and even nervous about what this school year may hold,
but we will figure it out together.
I am NOT a teacher who likes to hear themselves talk (we exist!), but this year
may require me to do a little more lecture and reading than having students work
closely in small groups. But normally, I prefer to be an observer and facilitator in
the classroom. I encourage class discussion and respectful debate, and I enjoy
the feeling of learning from my students just as they learn from me. I have an
open mind and a ready ear, and I believe those qualities come across in my
teaching.
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at
hwilliams@starkvillesd.com for now, and I will send out information on how to
join my Remind app groups as soon as I have that set up. Again, I am so excited
to be a Starkville Yellow Jacket, and I can’t wait to meet all of you!
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Trenton Brown, Asst. Band Director
Starkville High School
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Hello, I’m Mr. Trenton Brown. I grew up in Columbus, MS. In 2018, I
graduated with my Bachelors from Mississippi State University, where
I was a member of the Famous Maroon Band and captain of the
drumline. This summer in the midst of Covid-19, I married my
beautiful wife. Some of my hobbies include reading, spending time
with my family, and creating music.
I am one of the Assistant Band Directors here at Starkville High
School. I also teach band at Armstrong Junior High, and the
Partnership Middle School. My primary instrument is percussion.
My goals for my students this year is to have safe and insightful
instruction. I’d like for my students to enjoy making music while also
learning key components.
I would describe my teaching style as energetic! I try my best to
provide interesting and new ways to teach music. I like to incorporate
technology into my lessons.
My contact information is below. Please feel free to email me any
questions or concerns at tbrown@starkvillesd.com
“Make each day your masterpiece.” - John Wooden

Jennifer Davis, Choral Director
Starkville High School
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My name is Jennifer Davis, and this is my third year serving as choral
director at SHS. I am excited to make music with our singers and I am
always looking for new people to be a part of our choral family. I
believe that everyone can sing and can learn how to use music to
express themselves. There is also much research that supports that
music enhances other subjects and skills.
I am originally from Eupora, so it is good to be back home after
teaching 20 years in Fort Worth, TX and Meridian MS. I have a
Bachelor of Music and a Master of Music in Music Education from
William Carey in Hattiesburg. I also work with the MS Music Educators
Association (NAfME) and MS ACDA to help choral music in Mississippi.
I teach AP Music Theory and enjoy preparing students for possible
collegiate work in music. The greatest compliment to me is to see
former students continue to sing- in university, church, community, or
individual settings.
I am married to Danny, who keeps us busy attending MSU sporting
events, and we are parents to Connor and Anna who are Starkville
students. We enjoy spending time together at dance, soccer, and
family events.
Mrs. Davis

Jordan Dobbins, Asst. Choral Director
Starkville High School
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My name is Jordan Dobbins and this is my fourth year as the associate
choral director at Starkville High School. I also have the pleasure of
serving as the choir department choreographer, the music director for
SHS theatre troupe 1180, and have the honor of teaching the music
appreciation classes on campus. I strive to help my students use their
critical thinking skills to explore all genres of music and how this art
form functions in the cultures they represent.
I am originally from Florence, AL and have a Bachelor of Music
Education and a Master of Music Education in Choral Conducting from
Mississippi State University. I am currently serving as the High School
District IV Chairperson for the Mississippi Music Educators
Association.
I am recently engaged to my wonderful fiancé, Christopher Durham.
We have two cats (Piper and Stormy) and a little terrier dog named
Daisy. I love dinosaurs and my favorite past time is going to see
musicals at the Orpheum Theatre in Memphis, TN.

Asia Gandy, Fine Arts
Starkville High School
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Dear students and parents,
Welcome to ART class, this will be an adventure in creativity, building
critical thinking skills and planting a seed for life-long appreciation of
the arts and self-expression.
My name is Mrs. Ashia Gandy, but I prefer to be called Mrs. Gandy
or Mrs. G. I earned my Bachelors in Fine Arts from Mississippi
State University in 2006. My husband and I have two boys and a
dog. A few interesting facts, I am from Barbados a small island in
the Caribbean. I love making and teaching art, working in the
garden, traveling and listening to music.
I teach Visual Art I and Starkville High and Armstrong Junior High
School and Ceramics I & II at Starkville High.
My goals for my students in Visual Art I and Ceramics I & II will be
form students to explore a broad range of media, techniques, and
the foundation principles of art and design. The basic goals in the
Visual Art I and Ceramics I & II courses are for student to develop
both the knowledge and skills required to create meaning in works
of art, to perceive meaning in works of art, and to be able to
communicate using visual language.
My teaching styles heavily emphasizes studio production and is
designed to develop higher-level thinking, art-related technology
skills, and skills in art criticism, art history, and aesthetics.
Please feel free to contract me by email agandy@starkvillesd.com.
“Learn the rules like a pro so you can break them like an artist.” –
Pablo Picasso
Sincerely,
Mrs. Ashia Gandy

Kyle Hickey, Asst. Band Director
Starkville High School
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Hello rising musicians and parents! My name is Kyle Hickey, and I am
so excited to be one of the band directors here in the SOCSD. As I
begin my sixth year teaching and in the district, I am looking forward
to getting to know each and every one of you. You’ll see me around all
three secondary schools teaching everything from beginning
trombones, to assisting with the marching band, to leading the
Symphonic Winds at the high school, and more! This year I will also be
leading the charge for our virtual instrumentalists at the high school.
My goal as a music teacher is to nurture students so that they become
accomplished and confident as both musicians and people. My
greatest desire is that our students in the Starkville band program
learn to love music beyond the classroom setting and take that love
with them for the rest of their lives in whatever they choose to do. In
addition to their musical growth, I also want them to grow as people
by learning how to work together, discovering different ideas than
their own, achieving goals as both individuals and a group, and
learning to put others first. I firmly believe that music is a great
catalyst for growth in all areas of life.
If you ever have a question for me, please do not hesitate to contact
me on Canvas, Charms, or simply through email at
khickey@starkvillesd.com. I will always do my best to get back to you
as quickly as I can!
“Our greatest fear should not be of failure but of succeeding at
things in life that don’t really matter.” —Francis Chan

Demario Jefferson, Asst. Band Director
Starkville High School
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My name is DeMario Jefferson. I am an assistant band director in the
Starkville Oktibbeha Consolidated School District. I am in my 10th year
of teaching. I have taught 7 years at SOCSD, 2 years as the Columbus
Middle School Director, and 1 year as the Director of Bands for the
Aberdeen School District.
Currently, I am the lead instructor for the 8th-grade band at
Armstrong Jr. High School and I assist at the Partnership Middle
School and at Starkville High School. My goal is to establish quality
parent/student relationships, teach valuable life skills, and help
students become the best musicians they aspire to be. Students can
expect a knowledgable, relatable, multi-faceted, and fast-paced
instructional style of teaching in my classroom.
I am a graduate of Mississippi State University with a Music Education
Degree. I am also two thirds of the way finished with my Masters in
Music Education from MSU. My hobbies include arranging music,
fishing, billiards. I enjoy reading and spending time with family. I am
married to the pulchritudinous Kayla Jefferson and we have a 5month-old son named Marc Caleb Jefferson. An interesting fact, my
wife and I honeymooned in GREECE. Also, I am in my 6th year of
Pastoring in Columbus Ms.
My favorite quote is something my father taught me before his
passing in September of 2013, "We are better TOGETHER."
Contact Information
Starkville High School Band Hall
Phone: # 662-320-6463
djefferson@starkvillesd.com
demariojefferson03@gmail.com

Trisha Jordan, Theatre Director
Starkville High School
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Hello! I am the theatre teacher at Starkville High School. I have been teaching
since 2012 and have been at SHS since 2017. I have a Bachelor’s Degree in
communication- public relations with a minor in theatre from Mississippi College,
a Masters of the Arts of Teaching from Mississippi College, and an Education
Specialist Degree from Ole Miss with an emphasis on curriculum and instruction.
Most of my time is dedicated to my work, but when I have free time, I love baking,
reading, Netflix/ Hulu, and participating in productions at the Starkville
Community Theatre. On Sundays, I attend University Baptist Church, and I am
active with Starkville Stand Up. I have three dogs that are all rescues: Arya,
Gendry, and Gracie.
I am deaf in my right ear, and I have fibromyalgia, so if I ask you to repeat
something, or I move slowly it is not that I do not care or am not interested in
what you need.
My courses include Theatre I (introduction/basic class for a fine arts credit),
Theatre II (acting intensive and play studies), Theatre III (introduction to
directing), Theatre IV (advanced directing), and Dramatic Criticism (competition
class- must be inducted into Thespians). I direct two productions a year including
our spring musical, and I am the Director of our Theatre Honors Society,
Thespian Troupe 1180. My thespians are members of the International Thespian
Society, Mississippi Chapter and the Mississippi Theatre Association. We travel to
three state conferences and one international conference every year to attend
workshops, watch performances, compete individually as well as with a show,
and audition for colleges/ universities around the nation.
Anyone interested in joining Thespians needs to pay a one-time fee of $35 and
needs to participate in two shows (one must be at Starkville High School.)
Email and remind are the fastest ways to reach me. Phone calls are complicated
for me because my schedule is hectic.
Email- tjordan@starkvillesd.com
Remind- Text the following codes to 81010 or enter the codes in the app.
Theatre I- @t1jordan
Theatre II/ III/ IV- @t2jordan
Dramatic Criticism- @dcjordan
SHS Thespians- @troupe1180
"Love is not a fight, but something worth fighting for." -Warren Barfield

Andrew Lark, Fine Arts
Starkville High School
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Welcome to SHS 2020 -21 School year. I thank God for all of the new and
returning SHS scholars. I am Andrew Lark SHS visual art instructor, 2004
former Mississippi State Teacher of The Year and NNST Teacher of the Year.
Since my arrival at Starkville High School in 1997 SHS students have
received over 500 State Visual Art Award, 72 National Visual Art Awards and
3 International Visual Art Awards. SHS visual arts students have received
scholarships and graduated in Visual Arts from prestigious schools across
the Nation: SCAD, Harvard, Columbia, Virginia Commonwealth University,
Washington University, Mississippi State University, MUW, the University of
Ole Miss, University of Southern Mississippi and Art Institute of Chicago
I teach Art 1-4, Photo 1-4, and Independent Study. I teach using visual
examples, visual aids, and elements and principles of design to prepare our
students for College and Career. My students can expect exciting, radical
and challenging learning opportunities. I truly believe that I teach the best
students in the Nation right here in Starkville, MS. I also believe and know
that my students can compete with the best in the nation. I also believe
that all students can learn.
Goals for my students:
Excepting challenges daily. Working toward excellence each day. Willing
not to always look for ideal conditions to have success.
Be the best that you can be in learning the Visual Arts (Meaning
working hard and completing assignments).
Come to be a true lifelong learner for yourself each day.
Stay committed to your educational learning process.
My areas of concentration in the Visual Arts are Drawing, Painting, Two D
Design, Fashion Design, illustration, Sculpture Ceramics, Graphic Design,
Product Design, Industrial Design, Film and video.
Email: alark@starkvillesd.com
School phone: # 662-324-4130

Trent Smith, Accompaniest (Choral Music)
Starkville High School
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I am excited about beginning my sixth year at Starkville High School. In
addition to serving as the staff collaborative pianist at SHS, I teach
over twenty students in my private piano studio.
In 2015, I earned a graduate degree in Piano Performance and
Pedagogy from Samford University. My hobbies include traveling,
shopping, and spending time with my three dogs and two cats. In
addition to teaching, I continue studying piano with Dr. Jung-Won Shin
of Delta State University.
Continuing my education is very important and I believe in being a
lifelong learner. My favorite quote comes from my mentor and piano
professor at Samford University, Dr. Ronald Shinn. “Be patiently
impatient.”

Shawn Sullivan, Band Director
Starkville High School
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I started my musical career in Blytheville, Arkansas and began taking
tuba lesson from Dr. William Holmes in the eighth grade. In high
school, I was a member of the Arkansas All-State Band for two years
and was selected as a member of the McDonalds All-American Band. I
continued my studies after high school at Arkansas State University
where I was principal tuba in the wind ensemble each year. I have
performed with the Northeast Arkansas Symphony, Germantown
Symphony and am currently principal tuba in the Starkville Symphony.

20/21

I received a Bachelor in Music Education in 1995 and a Master of
Science in Educational Leadership in 2011, both from Arkansas State
University. In 2016, I was the concert director for the International
champion Mississippi All-State Lions Band.
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I am currently the Director of Bands for the Starkville School District in
Starkville, Mississippi. We have a rich tradition of consistently earning
superior ratings at state and national competitions. The Starkville High
School band has received the Sweepstakes Award in Mississippi since
the awards inception in 2009. Our goal is to continue this expectation
of excellence in the SHS band program.
I am also a member of Kappa Kappa Psi, Phi Beta Mu and Mississippi
Bandmasters Association where I am serving as the president. I live in
Starkville with my wife Cyndi and daughter, Margaret Ann.
Welcome to the Jacket Nation!
Email: ssullivan@starkvillesd.com
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Joseph Armstrong
Starkville High School
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Hello everyone,
I hope this finds you well, that you, your student(s), and family are safe and healthy.
I’m Joe Armstrong. I teach math and psychology. I will be a father soon and am
excited about all that entails.
My picture is from when I was teaching ALG III at SHS some time ago. We were
practicing modeling data that simulated disease spread with various functions
(linear, quadratic, and exponential). I had designed that lesson to historically mimic
measles throughout the history of America, from before basic health practices like
hand washing or sterile medical procedures, after people began washing hands
commonly, then after a vaccine was initially developed, after a vaccine was offered
to the entire public, and finally after the public was allowed to choose various
reasons to refuse vaccination. It wasn’t until after the simulation and analysis of the
data that I revealed the relative rates of the mysterious disease paralleled measles in
America.
Regardless of what subjects I will teach, I strive to make real world connections with
my students. I look forward to being a part of the Health and Human Services
Academic House (H2S). My background of teaching in Nashville Metro Public
Schools gave me the opportunity to be a part of a similar Academic House. Going on
multiple field trips with those students to a local hospital and being guided by
various Doctors in specialty areas allowed students to see their possible future
work. It also gave me opportunities to continue to build relationships with students.
I am hopeful as we return to school and began this transition to Academic Houses,
we at SHS will grow, learn, and begin making better connections between our school
and the surrounding opportunities that Starkville and the golden triangle area can
offer our students. I am hopeful that what is taught in our school will be useful by
our students and help benefit whatever field they head into.
I wish everyone well and I hope we all stay safe in these difficult times.
Best,
Joe Armstrong

Morgan Bishop
Starkville High School
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Hello Jacket Nation!
My name is Morgan Bishop and I am so excited to be part of the TEC House! This
is my fourth year in the classroom and at Starkville High School. This community
is one that I believe in, and I hope to be a positive piece of my students’
educational experiences. I look forward to finding engaging and rigorous lessons
to help students explore their interests in Construction, Aerospace Unmanned
Aviation, Computer Science, and Engineering Robotics.
I am a graduate from Mississippi State University, where I received a Bachelors in
Secondary Education and Mathematics. I also just finished my Masters in
Mathematics Education at the University of Alabama in December. I have fallen in
love with Starkville and am honored to serve this wonderful community as an
educator!
I have a deep love for mathematics and computer science and hope to share that
with my students. Through the school year, students will work towards mastery
in the course’s curricular standards – either Geometry, AP Computer Science, or
College Algebra. Students will work in small groups and in pairs to attempt to
discover new things in engaging activities. I hope to strengthen your child’s
responsibility, organization, and critical thinking. Mistakes are always expected
and accepted, but a lack of trying is not. One of my main goals is to teach my
students how to ask the right questions when they don’t understand something.
This is a time of great change, but still a time of great opportunity and learning. I
look forward to working with parents, students, and my administration to make
this a great school year. We are all stronger together, working towards a common
goal – each child realizing their passion, purpose, and potential.
Together we SWARM,
Morgan Bishop, M.Ed.
mobishop@starkvillesd.com
“The best education is not given to students; it is drawn out of them.”
― Gerald Belcher

Chardae Eddie
Starkville High School
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Hello and welcome back JACKETS!!!
I can’t believe how long it has been since we were all in the building
together. I miss the random ‘Hey Mrs. Eddie’ or stopping in the hall
way for a quick chat. I can’t wait to see everyone again, whether in the
building or virtually.
I am a proud graduate of The University of Southern Mississippi,
SMTTT, where I received my degree in Mathematics Education. I have
been married to my wonderful husband, Rodrick, for 7 years, and we
have two terrific children, Raleigh (4) and Ahmir (9 months). They
keep me on my toes and there is never a dull moment at my house.
I have been at Starkville High School for 5 years, but this is my 9th year
in education. I will be teaching SREB Math Ready. In the pass, I have
taught Foundations of Algebra, Algebra I and II, and Geometry. I am
also a member of the PBIS team.
This year, I would like for each student to enjoy math more. I want
students to feel comfortable asking for help or getting the answer
wrong during class. I want us to be able to talk through our work and
not just give the answer. As long as you are willing to try your best, we
will have a great year.
I am excited to be a part of the CAB Academic House this year. Our
vision in the Communication, Arts, and Business Academic House is to
facilitate and embrace each student’s individual learning style to
creatively solve problems while building skills to become college and
career ready.
~Mistakes Allow Thinking to Happen (MATH)

Hannah Harris, Math/Cheer Coach
Starkville High School
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Hello Jacket Nation!
My name is Hannah Harris; I am so excited to represent the math
department in the TEC House! This will be my seventh year as a math
teacher at Starkville High School and my second year as Cheerleading
Coach. My students are the reason that I continue to give my heart to
this community and I am looking forward to meeting each of them this
year. My goal is to meet the needs of my students with lessons that
help them explore their interests in Technology, Engineering, and
Construction.
I am from Tupelo, Mississippi and a graduate of the University of
Mississippi.
After marrying a die-hard Bulldog and moving to
Starkville, I have become a fan of Mississippi State and an even bigger
fan of this community. As much as I love teaching mathematics, I love
learning about my students even more. I am always trying to become
a better teacher and role model for my students. I also enjoy cooking,
going to the lake with my family, and coaching.
My philosophy on teaching is to always keep learning and changing to
fit the needs of my students. In my classroom, students will work
towards mastery in Algebra I or Algebra II College and Career
Readiness Standards. They will be asked to be prepared, be positive,
and be responsible. Learning is not linear, there will be mistakes and
failures. The real learning happens when students ask for help and
grow from their mistakes. I want to be a constant for my students in
the times that are unknown. I want to change student’s mindsets
about math while helping them realize their potential.

Together We SWARM!
Hannah Harris

Kaylie Hyde
Starkville High School
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Welcome back, students!!
I am so excited to begin this school year and meet each of you. That
being said, I hope you each enjoyed your summer! My name is
Kaylie Hyde and I teach Geometry and Algebra II. I graduated from
Mississippi State University with a degree in Secondary Math
Education and a minor in Spanish. My preferred teaching style is
student-centered, and it is based on cooperative learning.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me at
khyde@starkvillesd.com.
I will leave you with this quote:
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to
change the world.” -Nelson Mandela

Sandy Jackson
Starkville High School
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Welcome to Starkville High School. I am looking forward to an exciting
year!
My name is Sandy Jackson. I am a proud graduate of Starkville High
School and received my Bachelor of Science Degree in Secondary
Education from Mississippi State University. Hail State! I have taught
for twenty-two years. Twenty of those have been here at Starkville
High School. I am married and have one son who graduated from
MSU Spring of 2020. I have traveled a bit. I lived in Georgia, California,
and Germany before returning to Mississippi.
I am looking forward to teaching Algebra 2 this year!

Vijay Pacharne
Starkville High School
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Dear Students,
I am Mr. Vijay Pacharne. Welcome back to our Jacket Nation. I wish you all the
best for the upcoming school year and wish that you have the best learning
experience as compared to any top school in the country, so that if you go out
of state for your higher education or work, you don't feel behind in any way .
Let me tell you something about myself. I have been teaching for more than
20 years. I have always taught the upper level Mathematics, Physics,
Economics. This is my 10th year teaching at Starkville High. This year I will be
teaching AP Calculus, AP Physics, DC College Algebra and Algebra-3. We got a
100% passing rate on the AP Calculus-AB 2020 national exam. All of my
students scored 4 or 5. My goal is to maintain that rate and make it happen in
the AP Physics exam as well.
I want to set a goal for my AP students that they will do their best to attain a
score of 5 and the non AP students to make an A on the courses that they
take. When you come to my class, I want you to be ready to learn a lot of math
and new things.
I teach both in a traditional way and the modern ways that includes lectures
and problem solving, practicing followed by assessments and tests. I let the
students take a lead in their learning. We also use a lot of technology tools
during instruction and assessments.
I also want to tell you about my family. I am married to my wife Renuka
Pacharne for 25 years. I have two daughters. My older daughter Shivani is a
software engineer and my younger daughter Avani is a 6th grader at the
Partnership middle school.
My hobbies are to spend free time in doing DIY type things. I like to work in
my garden. I also like to play Cricket, Volley-ball, Ping-pong, Carrom. I also
sponsor the ping-pong and the Carrom board club at the SHS and you are
welcome to join these clubs for a fun activity.

You can reach me at vpacharne@starkvillesd.com or the school phone
662-324-4130.
"Life is a never ending learning process!"

Jason Scott
Starkville High School
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Hello Jacket Family,
I would like to welcome you back to the 2020-2021 school year. This is a year
like none other, but we will meet the obstacles with the tenacity of the Jacket
Nation.
My name is Jason Scott. I am a teacher in the mathematics department at
Starkville High School. I started my teaching career in 2008 in the West Point
School District and taught for three years before moving to SHS in the fall of
2011. it has been an honor serving the students, parents, and community of
Starkville for almost a decade.
I have been married to my wife, Sarah, for the past 14 years. We have three
daughters: Madison (12), Makinley (10), and Malea (4). Madison loves to play
soccer and plays for IFC. Makinley is currently exploring several interests
(soccer, tennis, art). Malea loves gymnastics and will try soccer for the first
time this fall with the Starkville recreational league. My wife works with
Bancorp South as a loan administrator. We stay busy as we travel around to
various events through the week and weekends, but we always carve out
family time.
I believe family is the most important part of any person’s life. They can be a
steady rock to lean on during hard times, and someone to rejoice with during
triumph and victory. As a member of the staff and faculty at SHS, we want to
welcome all students and parents to be part of our family. We will celebrate
the achievements and successes (both in the classroom and the field), and we
will share in the defeats and failure. One of my favorite quotes is” failure is
just success in progress”. We will and can learn from failure and we will do
that together.
I look forward to this school year with great expectations. Please feel free to
contact me with any questions that you have: jscott@starkvillesd.com. I will
do my best to respond as soon as possible.

Tanya Vanderford
Starkville High School
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“So be sure when you step, Step with care and great tact. And
remember that life's A Great Balancing Act. And will you succeed? Yes!
You will, indeed! (98 and ¾ percent guaranteed) Kid, you'll move
mountains.”
These words are not mine. They come from a Dr. Seuss book titled Oh,
The Places You'll Go! Nevertheless, they are a good summary of how I
feel about my students.
I meet many students who define their success in terms of a letter
grade. But learning comes in different ways and at different times to
each of us. Success cannot be summed up with a letter in a
gradebook. After 17 years of teaching, I have learned that success in a
class means you gave it your best effort. It means you know more
today than you did yesterday.
I promise to do everything I can to help you along the way. I believe in
giving guided notes, small collaborative group assignments, and
examples. This year we will be using Canvas as our learning platform
for all of my classes, both Algebra 1 and Algebra 3. You will be able to
find notes, videos, quizzes, and other learning activities there.
Please contact me if you have questions or need help. I’ll update
grades in PowerSchool at least once weekly, and you can email me at
tvanderford@starkvillesd.com. Students should check school email
at least once per day, and parents should make sure all contact
information in PowerSchool is current and accurate.
I look forward to a great year with you!
Tanya Vanderford

Maggie Wood
Starkville High School
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Hello SHS Jackets!
My name is Maggie Wood. I am so excited to be a member of SHS
Jacket Nation. The 2020-2021 school year will be my 10th year
teaching, three years at Armstrong Middle School and starting my
third year at Starkville High School.
I am a graduate of Mississippi State University, where I received a
Bachelors in Mathematics, Bachelors in Communications, a Masters in
Sport Administration, and a Masters in Teaching Secondary. I moved
to Starkville in 2004; and I fell in love with Starkville and Mississippi
State University. I enjoy going to sporting events at MSU and other
sporting venues, spending time with friends and family, traveling, and
cooking.
I will be teaching Algebra I as a member of the Health & Human
Services Academic House.
My goal for students is to grow
academically, but more importantly as a person and student.
I am a co-sponsor for National History Day for 5 years now; and, the
2020 – 2021 school year will be my first year as sponsor of National
Honor Society.
Please feel free to email me at mwood@starkvillesd.com.
Together We SWARM,
Maggie Wood
“The only way to do great work, is to love what you do”
- Steve Jobs
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Tara Agnew, CSPIRE Programming
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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Greetings Jacket Family,
Welcome back to the 2020-2021 school year. I hope your summer has been a
safe and healthy one. I am looking forward to the new year and connecting with
you and your parents. I want to take this opportunity to welcome you to
Exploring Computer Science (ECS) and/or C Spire Computer Science. Exploring
Computer Science is a high school introduction to the world of computer science
and problem solving, focusing on CS concepts, Inquiry and Equity. Under the C
Spire Computer Science program, you can earn community college credits in
computer technology. Additionally, you will have the opportunity to compete is
various categories as a member of the Technology Student Association (TSA).
This is my 20th year in education and my 1st year at Millsaps Career and
Technology Center. I am proud graduate of Mississippi State University, currently
a Doctoral student and an Army Vet. I pledge to do my best to make learning
interesting, meaningful, and fun, if you participate in the exploration process with
me.
I will challenge you daily with rigorous and meaningful instruction; I expect
excellence from all my students, and you should expect the same from me. I
believe that organization, structure, and routine lead to this necessary behavior.
This year will be different due to COVI-19, but my “commitment to excellence”
and to your education remains the same.
A favorite quote of mine by Arthur Ashe, says “Start where you are. Use what
you have. Do what you can.” Let these words be a part of your motivation this
year.
Email: tagnew@starkvillesd.com
Phone: 662-324-4170 or Remind: ECS (text @gdafc8 to 81010; C Spire Computer
Science (text @cspireco to 81010).
Together We SWARM,
Tara Agnew, Ed. Specialist
Career & Technical Educator

Jemeica Arnold, Health Sciences
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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Welcome back Yellow Jackets! My name is Jemeica Arnold and I am one of your
Health Science Technology Teachers at Millsaps Career & Technology Center. I
have been teaching HST for 6 years. I am a Registered Nurse thru education and
a teacher via training. My nursing career spans 21 years to include Long Term
Care, Critical Care, Med-Surg and Nursing Administration. I’m a Christian, a wife,
a mother and I enjoy peace and quiet! My family is very active and my favorite
past time is shopping clearance and cooking. My students are always amused to
learn that I am also a veteran of the United States Air Force. I’m proud to say that
I’ve covered a lot of ground during my adult years.
I am elated to begin our new academic journey. Our students can expect
meaningful and alluring knowledge content and hands on experiences. From the
healthcare perspective, students can expect to be exposed to the latest and most
accurate healthcare knowledge. We will study every aspect of healthcare from
how to wash your hands to legal implications to the mighty cardiac mysteries of
the heart! My wish is that every student leave with a general idea of healthcare,
the demands of various programs and a plan to pursue whatever area of
professionalism they wish to conquer.
As the HST Teachers, we are also your local HOSA Advisors; Health Occupations
Students of America. HOSA is the student organization that accompany our
programs. Through skills, knowledge tests, displays and projects, students get to
compete on a local, state and international level among other HOSA students.
Our HOSA chapter has grown to more than 120 members over the past few years
to include a functioning middle school chapter as well. Our plan is to continue to
recruit and encourage students to learn about HOSA, join and compete in areas
that will challenge them.
One thing I truly believe and try to live by is…it’s your responsibility to train
people how to treat you. I look forward to working with you and your future
professional.
I can be reached via email at jarnold@starkvillesd.com or by phone at MCTC at
662-324-4170, Mrs. Arnold…

Randy Carlisle, Horticulture
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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Good afternoon, Jacket Nation.
My name is Coach Randy Carlisle. I am a 46 year resident of Starkville,
MS and a 1992 graduate from Starkville High School. I am proud of my
roots as a Yellowjacket and love the ability to continue giving to my
community as a staff member and instructor in the SOSD. I have
taught multiple subject throughout my 18 year career and am
currently the Horticulture instructor at Millsaps CTC located on the
campus of Starkville High School. I am looking forward to getting back
in the classroom and teaching kids about the field of agriculture. I am
currently the Starkville FFA advisor and the Jacket Bass Fishing team
teacher representative, supporting our fishing athletes and
competitors in events not considered the norm in today’s standards.
I am married to Mrs. Mallory Carlisle, a teacher at Partnership Middle
School and cheer coach. We have two children that have attended and
currently attend SSD. Braden Carlisle a 2020 graduate of SHS and Riley
Claire Carlisle, a 4th grader at HWS Elementary. I have enjoyed
coaching multiple sports in my career as an instructor. I have
successfully coached football, baseball, basketball, golf, and am
starting a new adventure of leading athletes in the bowling alley in the
20-21 season. I have been blessed enough to be a part of multiple
state championships while being a Yellowjacket as both a player and a
coach. (Baseball 1991, Football 2012, 2015)
I hope all our students in the Jacket Nation are excited and eager to
get back to campus and ready to get back in Championship form.
See you soon!
Coach Carlisle

Kathy Dawkins, Business, Marketing & Finance
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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Business, Marketing, & Finance Instructor/DECA Advisor
Welcome Back Parents and Students! I have missed you! I am excited to welcome
you back to campus and to the CAB Academic House for the 2020-2021 school
year.
I am a National Board Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) Teacher and this
is my 25th year teaching, all of which have been in the Starkville Oktibbeha
School District. I have been happily married, to Jeff Dawkins, for 30 years. We
have one son, Blake, who is 27 and lives in Asheville, NC. I love teaching and
helping my students grow and learn important things they will use throughout
their lifetime.
I do NOT assign “Busy Work” in my classes. I give a grade EVERY day and EVERY
assignment we complete is to master a required objective. With that being said, I
use Canvas and ICEV to teach almost all of my Business, Marketing, and Finance
lessons online. Each format has either a video or a PowerPoint presentation,
student notes, vocabulary assignments, quizzes, etc… This way, whether you are
face-to-face, virtual, or hybrid, you will complete the same daily assignments.
Students who successfully complete both years of the Business Fundamentals
Curricula will receive their ½ credit in economics, their ½ credit in personal
finance, and 3 elective credits. Students will also be given the opportunity to take
the ACT WorkKeys exam and the ESB (Entrepreneurship and Small Business)
Exam at the end of year two.
Please join my classroom Remind 101 group messaging system by texting
@millsapsc to 81010. This is the primary way I will send
out daily assignments and communications to parents/students. Students also
MUST check their school email accounts daily for important announcements.
I also serve as the DECA advisor for SHS/Millsaps. We complete, in various
business, economics, personal finance, marketing, etc… events throughout the
year. We compete at the District, State, and International levels each year.
Please be patient with us as we enter very unchartered waters this school year!
Email: kdawkins@starkvillesd.com
Phone: (662) 418-1264 (personal cell phone for parent use only)

April Dill, Teacher Academy
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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Hey, Jackets! My name is April Dill, and I am excited to begin my 19th
year in the classroom and my 15th year in the Jacket Nation!
I am a National Boards Certified Teacher and a proud graduate of
Mississippi State University, where I received a B.A. in English and a
Master’s in Secondary Education. In 2017, I obtained my Educational
Specialist in Leadership-Curriculum and Instruction from Arkansas
State University. When I am not in the classroom, I enjoy traveling,
spending time with family and friends, and working on DIY projects.
This year I am super excited to be teaching future teachers in the
Teacher Academy program! This two-year CTE program allows
students to learn foundational concepts in the areas of child
development, lesson planning, instructional strategies, and effective
communication, as well as hands-on field experience in our local
schools. I consider it a huge honor to foster the interests and passions
that my students have in the field of education, to build a positive
learning community among my students, and to “grow” the future
teachers of our school district and our state. In addition to the class,
students are given the opportunity to join our student organizationEducators Rising. This club allows students to develop leadership
skills, compete for awards and scholarships, and network with high
school students from across our state and country.
To keep parents and students informed, I have several communication
outlets- email- adill@starkvillesd.com and Remind messaging, as
well as a class newsletter, Facebook page, and Canvas site.
I look forward to a great year!!!

Heather Fair, Law & Public Safety
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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My name is Heather Fair; I truly believe that our whole purpose in life
is to serve and help others. I am a native of Starkville and a Yellow
Jacket from birth. Before moving back to Mississippi and becoming a
teacher, I worked in a variety of jobs covering many facets dealing
with the service of others.
I currently teach Law and Public Safety I and II and serve as the advisor
for SkillsUSA. SkillsUSA is a student-led organization that partners,
students, teachers, and industry; working together to ensure America
has a skilled workforce.
I completed my Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice at the University
of Houston, and I am so fortunate to have had an incredibly diverse
and rewarding career in a field that I love.
Some of my areas of expertise are investigations, corrections and
parole/probation.
Students interested in the Law and Public Safety Program get at a
head start by earning public safety certifications during their high
school careers. It’s a great way to prepare for college and careers in
this field.
Contact information:
Phone: 662-324-4130
Email: HFair@StarkvilleSD.com.

Linda Jack, Agriculture & Natural Resources
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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Hi, I am Mrs. Jack welcome to Millsaps Career and Technology Center!!
This school year has begun as an adventure and the adventure will
continue in my class.
I teach ANR (Agriculture and Natural Resources). I graduated from the
University of Maryland with a degree in Animal Science, so animal are
a big part of my program. I love the variety of topics included in the
ANR curriculum as it emphasizes concepts learned in all academic
disciplines. This is a hands on project based class where students work
on individual, group or collaborative project in; plants, animal, soil,
welding, construction, small engines, forestry, wildlife, environmental
stewardship and water quality. So we have many options for student
projects in area of their individual interest. Self motivation is an
important life skill that is encouraged in ANR.
The student organization associated with agriculture is the FFA. This
was the first student organization and it is BIG. The opportunities for
competition and travel are extensive. My students have won state
contests and traveled to the National FFA Convention in; Veterinary
Science, Horse Evaluation, Meats Evaluation, Poultry Evaluation,
Environmental Natural Resources/Envirothon, Dairy Foods , and Food
Science Technology. We have won the FFA Federation Welding Contest
each year we competed.
I am excited to begin a new year. Several former students have
contacted me and I have seen several in various agriculture
employment situations over the summer. New ANR students have
introduced themselves and I am looking forward to students who are
interested in agriculture and are not intimidated by hands on projects.

Nathan King, Unmanned Aviation
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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Welcome back! My name is Mr. Nathan King and I am your instructor this semester. I am a
Mathematics and Statistics graduate of Mississippi State University. I have been teaching
Math and Engineering courses since 2002. I am a husband to my wife of 23 years and father
to two college students both 21 and 18 years old. My two main hobbies are playing drums
and developing my skills as a drone pilot. It is my honor to teach you this year.
The goals for my students in Introduction to Engineering and UAS courses are as follows:
Utilize their creativity and intellectuality to develop working, useful prototypes.
Learn to properly maintain and have respect for the sharp precision tools used as well as
understand the absolute accuracy in measurement they provide.
Cooperate within a group to accomplish the final result in a timely manner.
Introduction to Engineering students can expect to receive an engineering notebook. This
will encapsulate their daily progress and will show their skill growth within the field of
engineering. Every day will be filled with inspiration as each student is allowed to utilize their
creativity although they need to know that it should be confined to the professional best
practices that every engineer in the world adheres to. These practices include some specific
layouts of their designs, precision handwriting, brainstorming sessions, and general notetaking that will enhance their studying time before tests and presentations. Projects that will
be covered throughout the semester include but are not limited to designing a puzzle cube,
scale drawings of vehicles and other objects, designing age appropriate toys, developing a
company, and creating objects that involve projectiles while analyzing data in Microsoft Excel
to greatly improve distance and accuracy.
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) students can expect to become familiar with the
terminology and best practices of the Federal Aviation Administration which establishes the
rules and safety tips to help each pilot fly safely in the national airspace. They will begin the
course by researching where it is safe to fly, when you need approval to fly, and will receive
training to take the Part 107 Certification test issued by the FAA in order to fly legally in the
approved airspace. We will discuss and operate various types of unmanned aircraft including
the Assassin (a single-wing aircraft) by CrashTestHobby.com, the Beta65X “Tiny Whoop”
(miniaturized quadcopters), and the Syma X5SW (non-programmable) to develop real world
flight skills, as well as other professional grade quadcopters both premade and handmade.
The student will hone their skills at times throughout the semester using Real Flight 9, a
digital flight simulator, to avoid costly damage to unmanned aircraft. They will become
familiar with the parts of a drone such as the electronic speed controller, flight controller,
battery capacity, as well as various types of connectors. It is important that the student
understands the danger of overcharging a lithium battery and the hazards that could be
avoided by properly maintaining a drone battery.

Proverbs 27:17
Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.

Anna Pike, Sports Medicine
Millsaps Career & Technology Center

Together we SWARM!

S
H
S
20/21

M
C
T
C

Welcome back to Starkville High School!
After the longest spring
break ever and moving into a beautiful new classroom, I am ready for
us to all be together again. Until we can be, stay safe!
After 5 years in education, I am excited to be teaching Sports Medicine
in the H2S House. I worked as a Certified Athletic Trainer for 15 years
in the Birmingham, Alabama, area before I went to work as a Medical
Assistant for an orthopedic surgeon. I then taught Health Science in
Alabama for 3 years. Moving back to Mississippi allowed me the
opportunity to join the awesome Jacket Family in 2018.
To all of my students, my job as your teacher, is to make sure first and
foremost that you are safe and cared for at school. I want to know
who you are as a person in order to help you become the best version
of yourself. I want my class to be a safe place for you to learn about
not only Sports Medicine, but also life skills. I also am the advisor for
HOSA – Future Health Professionals.
To all the parents, know that once your child enters my classroom,
they become one of my children. I put their best interest first in the
classroom. I encourage you to ask your students what we are doing at
school daily. I hope that they have great stories to tell you!
I am looking forward to this year. No matter the circumstances, I
cannot wait to be teaching students again. Let’s have a great year!
Together we SWARM!
Anna Pike, MS, BS, AT/R
“Remember that the happiest people are not those getting more,
but those giving more.”- H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

Victoria Price, Health Sciences
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR
I am an Alumni of Starkville High School. My husband and I have one
son, BJ and two dogs, Jewel and Mila. I have been a Nurse for 10
years. I have been teaching Health Science Core for 1 year and I am
looking forward to a wonderful 2nd year with you and your student!

HEALTH SCIENCES CORE PROGRAM INFORMATION
The Health Sciences Core course introduces students to the theory
and practical applications of tasks related to employment in the field
of health science. Students will cover topics such as safety in the
workplace, infection control, health care systems, and the vital organs
of the human body. The course offers insight to careers in health care
as well as educational requirements and the professional, legal, and
ethical responsibilities that are involved.
Instructor – Victoria Price, RN
School Phone – 662-324-4170
Email –vprice@starkvillesd.com

Kelvin Stanfield, Construction
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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I want to welcome you and your student to the Construction II class
here a Millsaps.
I Mr. Kelvin Stanfield from Okolona, MS. I am married with six kids and
I am retired army veteran and love teach construction. It was nice
teaching some of your kids last year. This year will go more in depth
on some of the things they learned years. The goals for the students id
to be able to go to a construction and began work because they would
have the basic knowledge. This year will still have our club that we
compete with last year. SkillUSA will be still working this year but in a
different form. I would love to have them join again. Again I want say
thank you for letting teach your students.
Point of Contact: kstanfield@starkvillesd.com or 662-436-6667

Carla Williams, Family & Consumer Sciences
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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Hi! I'm Carla Williams, and I will be your Family & Consumer Science
teacher. I have worked in SOCSD for many years and I am excited to
start my first year at Millsaps Career and Technology Center. I am
married and have one son. I enjoy traveling, attending sporting events
and concerts.
I am a proud graduate of Starkville High School and Mississippi State
University. Students assigned to FCS classes can expect to be engaged
in classroom learning and activities where they will learn essential
skills that will impact their family and work life. FCS is vital in today's
society and it would be a pleasure to have you. I encourage all
students to join Family, Career and Community Leaders of America
(FCCLA).
Can't wait to see you at Millsaps!!!
“Let Your Light Shine”

Charlie Wright, Construction
Millsaps Career & Technology Center
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Hello to all students and parents for the upcoming school year.
My name is Charlie Wright, and I am an instructor at the Millsaps
Vocational Center. I teach Construction and Building Trades and look
forward to seeing you on campus whether you’re a student of mine or
not.
You can find me, most of the time, in the shop behind Room 7 of the
vocational building or you can contact me by phone at 324-4170 or
email cwright@starkville.k12.ms.us.
Again, let me say, “Welcome to SHS” and let’s make this a great
year to be a Yellowjacket!
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Avery Adkins
Starkville High School
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Hello Jacket Nation!
I am Avery Adkins and am SO excited to be back this year at Starkville High School! I am
originally from Ridgeland, MS. Once I graduated high school, I completed my education
at Mississippi State University. I fell in love with Starkville as a college student and
always knew I would find my way back here. I will always consider this place my home!
My son, Stetson, is 4 years old and loves the Yellow Jackets! He is my entire world, so
you will hear a lot about him over the course of the school year! He loves science almost
as much as his mom!
I am one of the biggest sports fans you might ever meet! I love any type of sport, but
football and baseball are my two favorites. You will always be able to find me at a
Mississippi State or Starkville High School sporting event. If you see me at either, please
stop and say hello!
This is my 5th year teaching and my second year at Starkville High School. I have taught
secondary science all 5 years in the classroom. This year I will be teaching Human
Anatomy and Physiology as well as Biology I. I have taught both of these classes many
times, and they are actually my favorite courses to teach!
In my classroom, we will work together as a team. I truly believe that if we go about the
classroom setting as more of a “family” setting, we can get a lot more accomplished. At
the end of each semester, my goal is to know that I effected each student’s life in some
way. Learning is first and foremost, but I take pride in building relationships and getting
to know each of my students.
I have each class set up to experience ALL different types of learning. Science requires
hands on learning, but also auditory and visual learning. Every student will have access
to all these different styles in order to make sure that each unit is mastered! Science is
fun, and I look forward to making sure every student feels the same way!
If you need me for anything at all, my email is aadkins@starkvillesd.com. Please do
not hesitate to reach out. I look forward to getting to know each of you throughout this
school year! Go Jackets!
Avery Adkins
“A good teacher is like a candle – it consumes itself to light the way for others.”
–Mustafa Kemal Ataturk

Kelli Dawkins
Starkville High School
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No matter what our school environment looks like this year, I am happy to
welcome you back to SHS ! I hope you had a great summer and are looking
forward to a great school year! I am excited to start this school year as we all
learn new ways to accomplish our goals.
I have been a Yellow Jacket for 28 years. I have two children, Camryn and Riley
Dawkins. Camryn will be a senior at MSU majoring in Kinesiology, and Riley will
be a senior at Starkville High School. I love to watch the Yellow Jackets play
sports. Camryn played soccer during her SHS career, and Riley currently plays
baseball.
I am an avid MSU sports fan, especially women's basketball and baseball at Dudy
Noble Field. Some of my other hobbies are reading mysteries, cooking, and
gardening. Summer is my favorite time of the year, but I will bundle up in the
winter to watch a good soccer game.
I have been teaching chemistry/AP chemistry during my time at Starkville High
School. My goal is to awaken your interests in chemistry, sharpen your
investigative skills, and stimulate your critical thinking skills. Chemistry is quite
different from your previous science courses in the way that you will apply facts
and procedures that you
learn.
Another goal is for you to apply chemistry in your daily lives using your
awareness of all the chemistry that you use. I do my best to make chemistry
FUN! I may even incorporate a few LOUD and EXCITING laboratories during the
school year.
I was awarded the 2019 MS Chemistry Teacher of the Year, Examples of
Excellence Teacher of the Month, and Tireless Teacher.
Even with all the challenges and unknowns that we face this school year, I hope
that this year will be the best. Working together- students, parents, and teachersis the best way to meet any situation head on!
My contact information is ksdawkins@starkvillesd.com.
GO JACKETS!

Rob Fyke
Starkville High School
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Welcome to the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year Jackets. James
tells us in James 1:2-4 to consider it joy when we face trials because
trials lead to perseverance which leads to complete maturity....not
lacking in anything. We have all been through some trials so far in
2020, however I believe that if we allow these trials to strengthen us,
we can all come out of this more mature and better prepared to face
future trials. I am a teacher that has faith in those words and is willing
to struggle right here with you. I am excited about seeing all of the
students faces this year....soon!
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I am a father of three beautiful children and husband of an awesome
wife. If I teach you this year, you will most likely hear all about my
family.
Your life stories will be cherished and respected. I am honored to be a
small part of some of your stories here at Starkville High School!
Coach Fyke

Mark Hamlin
Starkville High School
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Hello Parents and Students,
My name is Mr. Hamlin, and I will be teaching physical science this school year. I
graduated from Mississippi State University with a Bachelor’s of Science in
Secondary Education. I am excited for you all to return this year; it has been a
long four and a half months with no students in the classroom. This is going to be
a great year at Starkville High School, despite some changes including the
requirement to wear a mask to school every day. Please make sure to adhere
strictly to this requirement for the safety of each student.
To the students, it is going to be a great school year in the Jacket Nation! When
you come to school please remember to follow all safety protocols and wear a
mask. I look forward to having you all in my classroom! We will be discussing
different topics from the discipline’s chemistry and physics.
My expectations for this school year include:
Be prepared and on time
Come into the classroom, have a seat, and start working on the bell ringer for
the day
No cellphones unless given permission
Use the restroom before coming to class
Be respectful
To the parents, I am excited to be teaching your child this school year. We will be
faced with many challenges, but with your help I know your child can be
successful. I, for one, enjoy a good challenge and hope you will have patience as
we face the challenges together. I will do everything I can to provide a safe and
equitable learning environment. I will not give up and ask that you do not either.
Please do not be afraid to contact me via email or google voice with any
questions or concerns you may have! Again, I look forward to this year and all the
great moments in the Jacket Nation!
Email: mhamlin@starkvillesd.com
Phone: 662-268-9308
Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old,
they will not turn from it! – Proverbs 22:6

Dalton Hudspeth
Starkville High School
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My name is Dalton Hudspeth. I teach chemistry and physics here at
SHS. I also am an assistant coach for the football and baseball teams
here. In college, I studied Chemical Engineering at Mississippi State
University. My favorite hobbies include playing music and playing golf.
Looking forward to a great year!

Sarah Langford
Starkville High School

Together we SWARM!
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I am Mrs. Langford, and I am… a nerd. Boy, that felt good to get off my
chest! In fact, I come from a whole family of nerds filled with scientists,
engineers, principals, college deans, teachers, and even two
artists.
I hold a bachelors in science education and a masters in biology. I love
teaching life sciences and I love exploring all sciences, but my passions
do not stop there. I enjoy making art out of everything I do, whether
that be baking, sewing, music, or even makeup.
For the 2020-2021 school year, I have decided that my mantra will be
“make every day a masterpiece”. What does that mean? That means
that in my journey, I will try not to take myself too seriously, but I will
try to leave a little bit of creativity and light everywhere I go. And guess
what? Some of you get to come with me on my journey this year. We
will navigate a path through the uncertain together and we will make a
point to leave our calling card to the students that follow.

Jeremy Moore
Starkville High School
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Greetings Jacket Nation,
My Name is Jeremy Moore, and I am proud to be a part of the Yellow Jacket
family. I was born and raised in Florence, Mississippi where I attended Florence
High School. After high school I signed a letter of intent to play baseball at
Copiah Lincoln Community College where I earned an Associate’s degree in
Health, Physical Education and Recreation. After finishing up at Co-Lin I signed
with the University of Texas at Tyler to continue my baseball career and further
my education in science earning a bachelor of science in Kinesiology and a minor
in Health. Once I graduated from Tyler, I was accepted into the MBA program of
the University of Belhaven with a focus in Sports Administration.
My hobbies include agriculture, fishing, hunting and golfing whenever I have free
time. Being the youngest in the family by twenty years really made me into a big
family guy. Having two sisters and one brother and a handful of nephews and
nieces has really been a huge family influence on me at such a young age. Being
giving this opportunity to be the Botany and Earth Science teacher at Starkville
High School is beyond one of the greatest opportunities in my life.
With a vision and mission for each student to be able to grasp a good
understanding of each subject with retaining enough information that could
benefit them with their future education decisions in one of those two subject
would be my goal for each student. My teaching styles would include kinesthetic
and visual learning because these two both were very influential with me
throughout high school and college especially when it came to science. Hands on
projects and being able to visualize what will actually happen are styles I feel are
best for Botany and Earth Science.

A life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives.
-Jackie Robinson

Laura Owens
Starkville High School
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Hello, my name is Laura Owens. I’m so proud to be a part of Starkville High
School. I want to welcome you to the Jacket Nation! We are going to do great
things this year regardless of the circumstances we are under.
Let me tell you a little bit about myself. I am originally from Hamilton, MS, but I
live in Caledonia, MS. I graduated first in my class from Hamilton High School in
2004. After graduating high school, I went to the Mississippi University for
Women where I graduated in 2011 with a Bachelor of Science in Biology. I was
the Most Outstanding Student in Biology at the W. I have taught at several
schools before coming to Starkville including West Point, Caledonia, Columbus,
and Aberdeen. My hobbies include painting, playing disc golf, watching Netflix or
Hulu, and taking care of my various animals which include three dogs, five cats,
four chickens, and a turtle.
I am one of the several science teachers you will have here at Starkville High
School. I will be teaching Environmental Science, Earth Science, Introduction to
Science Literacy, and Physical Science. In my class, students will be expected to
come to class with a positive attitude and be prepared to learn. Students will
participate in group discussions and projects that will foster their learning. We
will learn and have fun at the same time. All students will be treated with the
utmost respect, and I will always be available for tutoring or help.
All parents and students are encouraged to download the Remind app where I
will post important information regarding assignments and announcements in
my classroom. You may also reach me at lowens@starkvillesd.com.
I’m looking forward to meeting you all, and I hope you have a great school year! I
will leave you with one of my favorite quotes from Martin Luther King, Jr.
“Intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true education.”

Kristie Williams
Starkville High School
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Hello everyone! My name is Coach Kristie Williams. I am one of the fabulous
science teachers at Starkville High School. This year I will be teaching Dual Credit
Biology, Genetics, Microbiology, and Human Anatomy and Physiology. I am
excited about you being in one of my classes, and I look forward to expanding
your knowledge in the field of life science.
More about me:
I am a proud 1994 graduate of Starkville High School. I received my Bachelor’s
and Master’s Degrees from Mississippi State University. I will be finished with
Educational Specialist Degree from Mississippi College in October 2020. I am the
youngest of four children. My sister, Kim, also teaches at Starkville High School.
She is a Social Studies teacher. I am also mom to Jared and aunt to Megan. I am
the Head Varsity Girls Basketball Coach at Starkville High School. I have had the
pleasure of coaching some really great Lady Jackets over the years. The greatest
highlights of being the coach has been winning the 6A State Championships in
2017 and 2018.
What can you expect this year?
[1] I will do my very best to help you achieve academic excellence in the science
course you signed on to take.
[2] I will challenge you to learn more about different science topics throughout
the course you will be taking this year.
[3] I will help you explore any science-related careers that may interest you.
Parents:
I will do my best to make sure your child will receive a great experience while
taking a science course that I teach. I will do my best to challenge your child to
want to learn more about science. I will always respect your child, and I ask that
your child respects me in return. I will treat your child as if he or she is my own.
My contact information:
Please feel free to email me at krwilliams@starkvillesd.com. I will be available to
answer any questions throughout the year.

One of my favorite motivational quotes:
"I never lose. Either I win or I learn."
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Anna Albritton
Starkville High School
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Hello,
My name is Anna M. Albritton and I am beginning my 32nd year as a
Public School Teacher. I am a member of the Starkville High School
Social Studies Department and will be teaching United States History
and World History. I am also a member of the Starkville Coaching
Staff as the Head Tennis Coach.
My goal is to guide your child through the required curriculum for
their specific class with patience and dedication to seeing that
their learning style is respected. Your child’s success depends on all of
us working together.
Please fill free to contact me at aalbritton@starkvillesd.com or 662324-4130.
We are all in this together!
Anna M. Albritton

Gavin Gilbert
Starkville High School
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I’m Gavin Gilbert, and I am in my 13th year teaching, all in the
Starkville Oktibbeha Consolidated School District. Growing up in
Winona, MS, in a house with both parents as teachers, entering the
field of education was a natural fit. While attending Mississippi State
University, I worked in the athletic department as a manager and
racquet stringer for the tennis teams. Along with teaching at SHS, I
also work in the athletic department for SOCSD where I handle film
and stats for football, run the clock for SHS basketball games, and
assist with all things dealing with Dragonfly for eligibility in all sports
with MHSAA. In my spare time, I am usually watching a sporting event
of some type. I enjoy traveling to sporting events, but my favorite is
attending a basketball game at the University of Kansas (Rock, Chalk,
Jayhawk!). During the summer, I have an ongoing project of attending
a MLB game in every one of the thirty stadiums. Currently, I have
attended a game in fifteen of the thirty stadiums. It’s a great way to
see the country at the same time.
I want my students to learn skills that will help them with what ever
they choose to do after high school. Time management, cooperation,
improved reading, and improved writing will help them in college and
in life. Students can expect a variety of types of learning, however, in a
social studies class, discussion is used a lot. Students should have a
good attitude and be coachable in my class as we work together for
the ultimate goal of graduation.
The best way to contact me is through email at
ggilbert@starkvillesd.com.
I look forward to working with students and parents this year.

Daniel McKay
Starkville High School

Together we SWARM!

S
H
S
20/21

M
C
T
C

My name is Daniel McKay, and I teach Social Studies at SHS. When
not doing that, I spend my time with my wife and dogs creating music,
enjoying nature, and watching sports (when they aren't postponed by
a pandemic of course). I received two degrees from Mississippi State
University, and I am originally from Brandon, MS. I have a deep
passion for anything history-related, and I live for the New Orleans
Saints.
My goals is for students to still feel like part of a learning community
even during these strange times. You can expect with me to pull the
threads of interesting facets of history and other topics. I like to have
discussions and use a variety of tactics for learning. I teach World
History, Mississippi Studies, European History, and Law Related
Education. I can be reached via e-mail or through Canvas.
"The farther back you can look, the farther forward you are
likely to see." - Winston Churchill

Janna Paes
Starkville High School
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Welcome back to Starkville High School! I am so excited to get back in the classroom
and I hope you are too.
I am a 2008 graduate of Mississippi State University and a 2011 graduate of William
Carey University with degrees in secondary education. This is my 13th year of teaching,
10th year in the SOCSD, and 5th year at Starkville High School. I am teaching US history
to juniors this year and economics to seniors. Both subjects are very fun to teach and
they’re helpful for guiding students to learn to be productive citizens. Economics is the
perfect course for seniors because it helps prepare them for the real world after
graduation. In my classroom I love to use hands on lessons, simulations, group
activities, learning games, and individual assignments. Students might even find
themselves with a basketball goal strapped to their heads a time or two as they review
for assessments. I’m a strong believer that moving around the classroom and
interacting with other classmates makes learning much more enjoyable. I hope this
school year will allow us to be able to safely participate in various types of learning. I
am excited to be part of the TEC House team with the pathways of Construction,
Aerospace Unmanned Aviation, Computer Science, and Engineering Robotics. The move
to academic houses this year will make it exciting and memorable for years to come.
Both of my parents and my sister are educators, so education runs in the family. My
sister, Cambre Paes, teaches kindergarten at Sudduth, so she teaches students their
very first year and I teach seniors their very last year of school. Before moving to SHS, I
taught at Armstrong Middle School, so I have been able to teach many of the same
students multiple times in various grades from 6th grade to 12th grade. I have been
teaching the classes of 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 over and over again for ten years.
Whoa! It has been so rewarding to see students grow from middle schoolers into young
adults and watch their hard work pay off as they walk across the graduation stage. I’m
very excited to meet some new faces this year in the class of 2022 in US history.
I can be reached at jpaes@starkvillesd.com. Students and parents will be able to join
our classroom Remind once school begins. If you want to tag along, follow our
classroom journey on Twitter at twitter.com/mspaes.
I realize this school year might be the toughest one yet, but we are all ready to rise to
the challenge to help make it be the best it can be. We are Starkville, and we still expect
excellence!
Together We SWARM,
Janna Paes
“We can do this. We’re educators. We’re born to make a difference.” ~Rita Pierson

Craig Piper
Starkville High School
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Greetings students, parents, and guardians and welcome to the 2020-2021
school year! I am Dr. Craig Piper and I will be teaching Economics, College and
Career Ready, DC Government and DC Early Western World classes this year.
First a little about me. Let’s get my education out of the way first. I graduated
from Blair High School in Pasadena, California in 1984. From Blair I attended
Pasadena Community College from the Fall of 1984 to the Fall of 1988. I then
transferred to the University of California Davis where I graduated in 1990 with a
BA in Modern United States History.
Finally, I came to graduate school at
Mississippi State University where I received my MA (1993) and PhD (1999) in
United States History.
I have been married to my wonderful wife, Grace, for 23 years and we have a son,
Joseph, who is about to turn 8. We have two dogs, Strider, a Corgi, and Bunnie, a
Chihuahua. I like documentaries and try to read at least two books a year. My
family and I love to camp and we try to go camping a least once a month. If you
would like to keep up with our camping adventures, you can visit my wife’s blog,
thesoutherngalmper.com. One thing that people may not know about me is that I
worked at Taco Bell, Pasadena, from 1983 to 1987.
My teaching style is to have all my students learn the material by doing and
practicing. Each day I try to break up my classes in three sections: journal, notes,
and activity. My expectation is that each student is prepared to work and
practice good academic habits each day. These are the habits that they will need
to succeed after graduating from SHS-to be college and career ready.
I am always available to parents and guardians to discuss any concerns you
might have about your student(s) that is in my class. Please feel free to contact
me via email or phone (see below). I am always checking my email and try to
respond as promptly as a I can to the messages I receive no matter the time of
day or evening.
Finally, I believe that all students are capable of reaching their potential and that
all students can succeed. Here’s to a great year!
Sincerely,
Dr. Craig Piper
cpiper@starkvillesd.com
662-324-4050

Cynthia Thomas
Starkville High School
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Hello Jackets,
Greetings to you all during a time that I, as well as yourselves, could
not have imagined. However, we must adapt to the various platforms
that were created to continue the educational process. Therefore, I
will be teaching US History this unconventional school year. Students,
parents, colleagues, as well as myself, must focus on the common goal
-educating our children, ourselves, and the community to be
successful in our educational endeavors.
Sincerely,
Cynthia Thomas

Kim Williams
Starkville High School
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Hello, Jacket Nation! I want to welcome you to Starkville High School!
Let me introduce myself.
My name is Kim Williams and I am a
yellowjacket through and through. I am a graduate of SHS and I am
beginning my 24th year of teaching, all of them right here (Black
and Gold is in my soul). I LOVE sports…I have a poster of my favorite
football player hanging up in my room. I am also an undercover HGTV
fan.
This year, I will be teaching U.S. Government and Minority Studies. My
classes are a combination of discussion (a good bit of Socratic
Seminar) and notetaking. I also believe that we learn best when we
learn from each other. Some of the best classes are when we debate
issues RESPECTFULLY which requires ACTIVE LISTENING. This process
allows us to find common ground.
My goals/expectations for you are:
Expect excellence from your teacher as well as yourselves
Be prepared everyday
Be actively engaged and participating in class
Expect to succeed
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me.
E-mail: kwilliams@starkvillesd.com
Telephone (662)324-4130
I enjoy quotes especially ones that make me say “um huh”. This is one
of them.
“TREAT PEOPLE KINDLY ON THE WAY UP BECAUSE YOU MAY NEED
THEM ON THE WAY DOWN.”

Craig Wood
Starkville High School
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Hello SHS Jackets!
My name is Craig Wood. I am so excited to be a member of SHS Jacket
Nation. The 2020-2021 school year will be my 8th year teaching, two
at East Oktibbeha County High School, three years at Armstrong
Middle School, and starting my third year at Starkville High School.
I am a graduate of Mississippi State University, where I received a
Bachelor’s of Science Information Technology Systems with a minor in
History and Masters Arts in Teaching – Secondary. My hobbies include
travelling, reading, cooking, working with Starkville School District
National History Day and attending sporting events. Outside of the
classroom I involved with many professional organizations, these
include: Vice President of Mississippi Council for the Social Studies,
Transatlantic Outreach Program Fellow, and Korean War Legacy
Foundation Ambassador.
I will be teaching World History, AP World History, and other Social
Studies courses this coming school year. My goal for students is to
become a contributing member to society in a way that best fits their
skills and goals.
I am a co-sponsor for National History Day for 5 years now.
Please feel free to email me at cwood@starkvillesd.com.
Together We SWARM,
Mr. Wood
“You come at the king, you best not miss” - Omar Little
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Kelly Adams
Starkville High School
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My name is Kelli Adams, and I will be joining the Student Support
Services team this year at Starkville High. I’ve taught for 14 years,
and I’ve taught a variety of grades and subjects. I was born and raised
in Weir, MS and still live in Choctaw County. I have a Bachelor’s degree
in Elementary Education from Mississippi University for Women, a
Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of
Mississippi, and a Specialist degree in Educational Leadership from
Arkansas State University.
I am married with one son. He’s currently 10 years old and will be in
the fifth grade this year. I have no siblings since I’m an only child, but I
am very involved with my husband’s niece and nephews. I love to read
and spend time with my family. We love to travel and go new places
and try new things. My husband is a firefighter for the city of Grenada
and has been for the past 20 years.
I am very excited about joining the Jacket family, and I’m looking
forward to an amazing year!

Elaine Baxter
Starkville High School
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I am Ms. Baxter (pronounced Back-ster) and I am happy to be returning to Starkville
High School for my fourth year of teaching! I am a two-time graduate of Mississippi
State University and a fourth generation Bulldog, so Starkville has always been like
home to me!
I am an Inclusion Teacher with the CAB House, where I assist students and teachers
in all subjects. My favorite is Mathematics, but here's a funny fact for you: when I
was in high school I hated doing Math! It was hands down my worst subject. But I
strongly believe that the things that challenge us make us stronger, and you don't
have to master a subject or skill to benefit from the knowledge. I didn't give up ....
and now I enjoy helping others overcome their own anxieties about Math!
As a teacher, I believe Integrity and Accountability are the two most important things
a student can go out into the world with, and I expect my students to conduct
themselves with both at all times. I also believe that when you consistently put forth
your best effort, you will always find someone willing to help you when you struggle.
So please, always do your best work and don't be afraid to ask for help!
Some other fun things about me:
I have a dog, Connor, who is 15 years old - that's 105 in human years! He's been
with me since he was 6 weeks old, so he's basically my son. I don't have any
human children, but I'm a proud aunt to one niece and three nephews.
I collect squirrels. It's a thing from college.
After I graduated from State the first time, I moved to Orlando, FL, where I
worked at Walt Disney World for 11 years! But I also spent a lot of time at
Universal Studios because I am a huge fan of Harry Potter and I love roller
coasters!
When I'm not working, I enjoy cooking, reading, and watching sports. I also make
jewelry and paint on occasion!
I am most easily reached through my school email: ebaxter@starkvillesd.com, and
have been known to text parents if necessary. I also have a Remind account for
students, which they can join by texting @MsBTutors to the number 81010. I work
hard to build strong, open working relationships with my students and their parents,
and I am happy to work with you regarding communication preferences!
Let's make this a great year! Go Jackets!

Dana Buford
Starkville High School
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Hello, my name is Dana Buford. I am from Oktibbeha County and I
went to county schools long before consolidation. After working as
a teacher assistant for a couple years, I knew I wanted to become a
teacher. I graduated from Mississippi State University with a degree in
Special Education. I have taught in the Oktibbeha County School
District, Starkville School district, and Starkville Oktibbeha
Consolidated School District for 14 years. I love this county and its
schools! I enjoy spending time with my husband, children, and
grandchildren.
I teach special education courses in a self-contained environment.
Some of the courses include: Alternate English, Alternate Math,
Community Living Skills, and Household Living. My teaching methods
vary as each student has individual needs and learning styles. We
focus on transition to post-secondary goals, whether that is entering
the workforce, post-secondary education, being able to provide selfcare, and being mobile in the community.
In my classroom, I promote a sense of community while meeting the
needs of the individual. Social development and opportunities in an
educational setting prepare students for participation in society. I am
looking forward to the journey this school year like none other will
take us on! Hail State and together we swarm!
Dana Buford
662-324-4130
dbuford@starkvillesd.com
“You’ve always had the power, my dear, you just had to learn it
yourself.” -Wizard of Oz

Skyler Buford
Starkville High School
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Hello, Jacket Nation! My name is Skyler Buford, and I am a Starkville,
MS native. I graduated from Mississippi State University in the Spring
of 2019 with a bachelor’s degree in special education with an
endorsement in general sciences. Hail State! I am engaged to my best
friend and will be getting married in December. In my free time, I
enjoy spending time with him and my family. I also love taking naps,
eating, traveling, and spoiling my cat, Oliver.
I will be teaching self-contained medically fragile students at Starkville
High School this year. I cannot wait to get to know my students and
their families! As a special education teacher, I believe that each
student has a vital contribution to society and that individualized
education in conjunction with respect and encouragement is key to a
successful life. One thing that I believe is imperative for student
success is inclusion. I will strive to ensure that my students have as
much interaction with their typical peers as possible.
This school year will look a bit different, but I cannot wait to start the
second year of my teaching career at Starkville High School with the
amazing faculty and staff that encompasses it! Feel free to contact me
at any time with any questions, concerns, or suggestions you may
have at sbuford@starkvillesd.com.
“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is
going to get better. It’s not.” -Dr. Seuss

Betty Ellis
Starkville High School
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Welcome back parents and students to a new and different school year!
I am Ms. Betty Ellis and I am a Special Education Teacher. I have a Bachelors of
Science degree in Educational Psychology (MSU) and a Masters of Education in
Special Education (UM). I teach 10th-12th grade, self-contained classes. I have
been teaching for 26 years and
I love teaching this population of students!
I will be teaching the Alternate Academic Standards for ELA, Mathematics,
Science, Social Studies, Career Readiness and Life Skills to my students.
My goals are:
1) Each student will learn.
2) I will identify, assess and then provide my students with services or whatever
resources they need in order to thrive, to best of my ability.
3) I will teach in a way that will allow students to be successful academically in the
classroom as well as enable students to be productive citizens in the community.
I am a very hands-on type of teacher and I adjust my teaching style(s) to
accommodate my students’ individual learning styles.
I prefer to keep in contact with my students’ parents on a weekly or bi-weekly
basis to discuss anything pertaining to their child.
Some of the items I discuss includes:
Progress on goals the students set out to achieve.
Working with the student at home on a particular assignment.
Letting the parents know how their child is doing academically and/or
behaviorally.
You may contact me at school at 662-324-4130 or on my cell at 662-341-5083. I
am looking forward to a great school year. I can’t wait to see you!
“If children can’t learn the way we teach, then we teach the
way they learn”.

Marlon Fair
Starkville High School
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My name is Marlon Fair; some students call me Coach Fair due to my
coaching junior high football. I am a Special Education teacher at
Starkville High School, where I once earned the title of Mr. SHS 1989.
After high school, I attended and graduated from East Mississippi
Community College, before transferring to The University of Tulsa,
where I was inducted into the Hall of Fame for my achievements as a
student-athlete. I earned my bachelor's degree from Mississippi State
University.
I have been teaching at SHS for five years; before coming to SHS, I
taught in Dallas, Texas for over eight years, with a majority of those
years in a leadership position. I work very hard to construct an
environment where students self-advocate for themselves with their
teachers and peers for what they need to be successful and we work
together to make that happen.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns,
662-324-4130, or email me at MFair@StarkvilleSD.com.

Vernell Griffis
Starkville High School
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Welcome back to Starkville High School and the 2020-2021 school
year! I am looking forward to having a wonderful and exciting school
year with you.
Helping to prepare students for the real world, a job, and for academic
success in the future has continually brought me back into the
classroom. This is my 28th year at Starkville High School and 11th year
as a Special Education teacher.
My goal is to deliver an educational and inspiring learning experience
to students in the classroom. Also, as a Special Education teacher, I
will serve as an educator and an advocate for students.
I have many plans and ideas for this school year. As a community,
teachers, parents, and students can lay the foundation to have a
prosperous start to the school year.
To parents: I am happy to be a part of your child’s educational
journey.
Vernell Griffis
"What greater joy can a teacher feel than to witness a child’s
success?"– Michelle L. Graham

Leslie Hill
Starkville High School
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Hello Jacket Nation!
My name is Leslie Hill, and I am fairly new to the district, this will be
my second year teaching at the high school. I am a Special Education
and Math Inclusion teacher. I obtained my Bachelor’s degree from
Mississippi State University, and I am currently working on my
Master’s degree in Special Education at MSU.
Starkville has been my home for the last 14 years, and I absolutely
love this little town. My husband and I have a precious little girl, and
one day she will be a yellow jacket as well. My teaching style is best
described as versatile and multi tasked. I work with different students
from different classes who all need different levels of support. I am an
advocator, a teacher, a student, a supporter, a wife and a mother. I
look forward to all of my new students for the 2020/2021 school year!
Please contact me via email at lhill@starkvillesd.com.
“Every child deserves a CHAMPION – an adult who will never give
up on them, who understands the power of connection and
insists that they become the best that they can possibly be.” –R.
Pierson

Wanda Kirkwood
Starkville High School
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Educational Background:
I was born and raised in Louisville, Mississippi and attended and graduated from
Louisville High School. (Go Wildcats!!!) I went on to study at Mississippi State
University, majored in Education and received my degree in Special Education. One of
my professors used to say “Effective teaching may be the hardest job there is” and I
believe that be truer than true. I am entering my 26th year of teaching and have
discovered that my calling is serving individuals with disabilities to whatever degree
with integrity and adaptability. It is quite a challenge to work with any student on his
or her own personal level. However, the work is ever so rewarding. I am most looking
forward to this year’s possibilities and surprises and how I will grow as the district
begins to navigate uncharted waters never
seen before.

20/21

Family:
My husband Darries and I have a son, Deon, who will be entering 5th grade this year.
As a family, we enjoy traveling, spending time with our extended family, and
shopping. Deon loves making friends, playing on his PS4, going to church, and playing
outside.
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Goals:
As an educator, my responsibility is to organize teams that includes parents, the
student, their teachers and administrators who develop individualized standards
based IEPs, provide inclusion support, and build lasting relationships for each student
enrolled in the program. Making myself available to my coworkers on a daily basis to
assist with accommodations and modifications that focuses on a student’s needs and
future plans should only enhance each student’s performance in both academic and
extracurricular activities. Not only do I strive to work as a student advocate and
educational consultant for students with IEPs, but I also get in there and help and
enjoy the process of learning with the students and my fellow educators.
Wanda Kirkwood
9th-12th Grade Student Support Teacher
wkirkwood@starkvillesd.com
(662) 324-4130
Starkville Oktibbeha Consolidated School District
No matter what accomplishments you achieve, somebody helped you.
----Althea Gibson

Abby Moon
Starkville High School
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Hello Starkville High School students! My name is Abby Moon and this
will be my first year teaching at SHS. I have been a Special Education
teacher for the past ten years in Lowndes County and I look forward
to transitioning to your district. My husband works at Mississippi State
and we have three boys. Merrit is 13, Miller is 10, and Mason is 6. They
keep me busy- we are always on a sports field playing something! I will
have a self-contained class at SHS this year and I couldn’t be more
excited. Teaching is my passion and I have missed it terribly with all
that has been going on.
You can reach me at amoon@starkvillesd.com or at (662) 324-4130.
Abby Moon
Student Support Services
Starkville High School

Myndi Oliver
Starkville High School
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Happy New School Year!
I’m excited to be a teacher at Starkville High. I’m Myndi Oliver and I
have been teaching for 10 years. I have been a part of Starkville High
School since 2016. I graduated from Mississippi State University (BBA),
University of Mississippi (Md. E), and EMCC (Cosmetology).
I have a wonderful family. My handsome son, Will, is 10 years old. He
enjoys spending time with his friends, going on family trips, and
building things. He will be in the 5th grade this school year. My
beautiful daughter, Bayli, is 6 years old. She also enjoys spending time
with friends.
Her hobbies include: designing Barbie outfits,
fixing/cutting hair, and putting make-up on her dolls.
I have had many wonderful mentors who have played critical roles in
fostering me to become a lifelong learner and the teacher I am today.
I am committed to preparing our students for the career path they
decide to follow in life. I want my students to have all the positive
encouragement and support that my mentors provided for me.
It is important that we; community, school administrators,
parents/guardians, students, and myself (teachers) work together, as a
team, to provide students the tools and support needed reach his/her
individual educational goal(s). Yes, I am proud to be a Yellow Jacket
and call Starkville High School my home. I am proud to be a member
of Student Support Services. Our department works diligently to
provide for our students so he/she can reach their full potential. This
is going to be another great year! Even in uncertain times, one
thing is certain, “You can”.
Ms. Oliver, SSS

Abby Phillips
Starkville High School
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Hello, everyone! My name is Ms. Phillips and this will be my
second year working in the Starkville Oktibbeha Consolidated School District!
I was born in Flowood, Mississippi and grew up right up the road in Tupelo. In
2013 I graduated from Tupelo High School and furthered my education at
Mississippi State University. During my years at MSU, I was able to continue my
soccer career and play for the Lady Bulldogs! In December of 2017, I graduated
and received my Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology with a concentrations in
Clinical Exercise Physiology! I would not be where I am at today without the love,
support, and encouragement of my incredible parents, little brother, extended
family, and friends!
I am blessed to be a part of Student Support Services as an inclusion teacher at
Starkville High. The most important goal I have for our students this year is that
they see the light in this world, in themselves, and in others. I see the beautiful
light in each of YOU! Every teacher at SHS is rooting for you all! Work hard, make
mistakes, set goals, manage your time, and NEVER GIVE UP!
When I am not teaching, you can more than likely find me on the soccer field!
This will be my third year working with the Lady Yellowjackets soccer team.
Please come out and support our girls and boys this upcoming year!
The best way to reach me is by emailing aphillips@starkvillesd.com or by calling
the school at 662-324-4130! I look forward to FINALLY seeing everyone’s beautiful
faces! You ALL have been missed so much!
I will leave you with one of my favorite quotes from Albus Dumbledore…
“Happiness can be found even in the darkest of times, if one only
remembers to turn on the light.”
Stay safe and socially distant,
Ms. Phillips

Laura Phillips
Starkville High School
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Hey, Starkville High students!
My name is Laura Phillips. I am a wife and a mom to 4 boys, ranging in
age from 7 years old to 23 years old. I love to read, play word games
(like Scrabble) online, and bake. And this summer I learned to crochet,
so I’ve been making blankets and hats for my boys and my husband. I
love sunflowers and chocolate. I am also learning to read and write
Braille – stop by and ask me to write your name for you!!
I am an inclusion teacher in math classes. I expect the students I work
with, to work hard and put forth (A LOT) of effort in their learning. I
want students to enjoy learning as much as I do. So I want students to
ask me for help – I will reteach and reteach until the skill is mastered.
I like to use a variety of teaching styles, since I know that all students
do not learn the same way. So, sometimes I will talk, discuss, list
important skills, or I will ask the students to work together to solve a
problem, and then I will ask the students to practice what we just
learned about.
The best way to get in touch with me is:
Email: lphillips@starkvillesd.com
SHS Phone: 662-324-4130
On Campus: room E3

Tasha Johnson
Starkville High School
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Felicia Jones
Starkville High School
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Brenecia Outlaw
Starkville High School
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Shalisa Owens
Starkville High School
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Julia Ann Williams
Starkville High School
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Elizabeth Young
Starkville High School
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