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         April 28, 2020 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
As we are now in our sixth week of remote learning, I continue to be awed by the resilience of our staff 

and your children.  We have had time to work through many issues, but we will continue to evolve.  As 

you know, Governor Murphy has extended his school closure directive to May 15th. By that date, we will 

be advised on whether we need to continue the closure.  There are a litany of issues that are being 

addressed.  Specific information will be forthcoming after the Governor's next address, but I can speak to 

some of the many issues on the horizon.   
 
Remote Learning Center for Little Silver Parents: By now, I hope you’ve had the opportunity to view 

the videos that were posted to the Remote Learning Center for Little Silver Parents QUICKLINK on the 

district's homepage.  The Welcome Back from Spring Break videos created by both schools reflect the 

ongoing dedication of our staff and their desire to maintain a level of connectivity during a time when we 

all feel a bit removed from each other.  On that same page, we’ve continued to post several episodes of 

our district podcast: Coping with the Challenges of Covid-19.  We hope you find these supportive videos 

helpful.   
 
Continuity of learning plan: Staff members have become virtual instructors, almost overnight, and have 

been maneuvering through their own learning curves for delivering content virtually.  Like students, 

teachers learn at different paces.  From an administrative standpoint, it has been important for me to meet 

virtually with grade level teams in the elementary arena, as we needed to establish common expectations, 

by grade level, to ensure students were receiving a similar educational experience as classmates on the 

same grade level but in a different class.  During the week of April 20th, Dr. Albert Devine, Mrs. Rosen 

and I all met with PreK-4 teachers.  We listened to the teachers as they shared what they were doing, and 

we set new expectations for staff in terms of live contact time with students.  The meetings resulted in 

establishing common expectations for teachers to deliver small group ELA (guided reading or strategy 

group) and math lessons.  Both Mrs. Rosen and Mr. Platt have had the opportunity to meet with Markham 

Place teachers to obtain similar information.  Department meetings and team meetings at Markham Place 

will continue to take place.   
 
Grading: Report card grades have been a hot topic of conversation across the county for weeks.  While 

we are unable to make a “county decision” regarding grading, the majority of Monmouth County districts 

plan to maintain grading at the middle and high school levels while being sensitive to the fact that the 

learning environment during this third trimester is different from that of the first two trimesters.  We have 

not completely finalized our report card plans, but additional information will be forthcoming.  We 

completely recognize that our younger students require a great deal of parental support.  While our remote 

learning plan is less than desirable, we are working to cover grade level standards to the best of our 

ability.  Therefore, there needs to be some level of accountability for students.  We are considering a 

multitude of variables to minimize any potential negative impact on our students’ achievement as 

reflected on report card grades. 
 
Cumulative Learning: Teachers need to effectively determine student progress on the standards being 

taught in order to inform their instruction and program progression.  We are in the process of creating 

surveys to gain information to assist the district as we evolve with our remote learning plan.  This 

information will help us progress.  While we recognize that some students need the support of their 

parents, especially in the primary grades, it is important that we collectively attain valid data of student  
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learning.  Student independence will enable teachers to accurately determine their instructional scope and 

sequence decisions.  When students hand in work with mistakes, teachers are better able to determine 

what they need to teach next.   
 
Genesis Parent Portal: This is a gentle reminder that the Genesis Parent Portal should be your main 

location to obtain information in addition to going to the Google Classrooms each day.  
 
End-of Year Celebrations: Until the Governor's next address regarding the duration of school closures, 

we are hesitant to make final decisions regarding our 8th grade Graduation.  We are also discussing 

options for our 4th graders who are “moving up.”  Like the high school, we plan to offer parents the 

option of purchasing celebratory signs (i.e. lawn signs, etc.) to kick-off the graduation/moving-up season.  

Information will be forthcoming.  We will find a way to recognize our students. 
 
Letter to the Governor from Monmouth County Superintendents: I’ve said many times that decisions 

for our district are not made in isolation.  The Monmouth County Superintendents recently sent Governor 

Murphy a letter asking for clarification and direction regarding many issues.  COVID-19 has presented 

school leaders with a plethora of issues to address.  Until we know the duration of this school closure, we 

cannot make final internal decisions regarding many issues including, but not limited to: end-of-year 

celebrations, Chromebook collection, class placement, Extended School Year for special needs students, 

etc.  Behind the scenes, we are vetting a plethora of options for each of these issues.  Information will be 

forthcoming 
 
Challenges of Remote Learning for All:  Over the past several weeks, American education as we know 

it was turned upside down.  Teachers were asked to deliver instruction in a way new to them.  Parents 

were asked to balance their own work schedules and become teachers to their own children.  Children 

were faced with struggling to understand assignments, getting easily distracted, and missing their friends, 

teachers, sports, and extracurricular activities.  The expectation for student learning continues, leaving 

some parents asking about retention.  To that I say, please breathe.  ALL students are facing these 

challenges.  ALL parents are seeking ways to best structure their home environments to support student 

learning.  Everyone needs social and emotional support.  Retention is not the answer nor is it a 

consideration at this time.  Parents are faced with many challenges as are educators.  We are navigating 

many unknowns: the duration of the school closure; the uncertainty of the instructional platform for our 

Extended School Year Program for some of our special needs students; the uncertainty surrounding 

school opening in September; the long-term emotional impact on families.  The list goes on.  Waiting for 

information is difficult.  PLEASE know that we will continue to disseminate information as soon as it 

becomes available to us.   

 

Stay safe and healthy! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Carolyn M. Kossack 
Superintendent of Schools       


