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First Month of School Fun

October 2018

Important Dates
October 1: October Hot Lunch Begins
October 3: Picture Day
October 3: Count Day
October 4: Third Graders to Greenfield Village
October 5: Dance-A- Thon Kick-Off
October 11: Third-Fifth Grade Soccer Begins
October 12 & 13: Barnes & Noble Book Fair
October 15: Sign-Up Sheets for Fall Party
Volunteers & Parent Teacher Conferences
October 16: Third Grade Family Chili Dinner
(5:00pm – 6:30pm)
October 19: Dance-A-Thon
October 30: Preschool Fall Parties
October 31: No Preschool Classes
October 31: Elementary Early Dismissal
(11:30am)
October 31: Fall Parade (8:30am)
October 31: Fall Parties (9:00am)
November 8: Elementary Early Dismissal
(11:30am) - Conferences
November 8: No Preschool Classes Conferences
November 9: No School - Conferences

“The environment must be rich in motives which lend interest to activity and invite the child to conduct
his own experiences.” Dr. Maria Montessori

Fall Parties
Fall festivities for our Elementary students are scheduled for Wednesday, October 31st. The Elementary School Parade of
Costumes will begin for all Elementary children at 9:00am.
Our AM & PM Preschool children will have their fall parties on Tuesday, October 30th.
Please note that students are not allowed to dress in gory/bloody costumes. Also, students may not wear masks or bring
toy weapons of any kind to school.
Sign-Up Sheets for Fall Party volunteers will be posted on October 15th. Grade Level Classroom Sign-Up Binders are
located on the table outside the Office. Remember the following protocol regarding Fall Parties:


Healthy treats are preferred; send in a note or email your child’s teacher regarding your plans.



If you are delivering treats for the party, please park your car and deliver them to the Office.

All volunteers and visitors must sign-in at the Office. We look forward to celebrating with you.

Safe Place for All

Conference Time is Approaching

Mt. Clemens Montessori Academy is
committed to creating a safe and respectful
environment for all of our students, family and
friends. Please review the strategies we teach
at MTCMA with your child:

Conferences are extremely important as they allow our staff to meet with
each parent individually and communicate the progress and needs of
your child. Open lines of communication between the school and
families are essential and enhance the success of each child.
Appointment sign-up sheets will be located in the classroom folders on
the table outside the Office on October 15th. The dates of the conferences
are November 8th and 9th. There will be a Half Day of School on
Thursday, November 8th and NO SCHOOL on Friday, November 9th

1.

2.

3.

Stand up for yourself and others:
Let the other person know what’s
bothering you in a respectful way.
Ex.; “Calling me names hurts my
feelings. Please stop.” “I feel
frustrated when you hum while I’m
reading.”
Walk away, Ignore, and Avoid:
Sometimes people who tease you or
bug you are just trying to get you to
react. If you don’t react, they can’t bug
you. Walking away, ignoring or
avoiding is a good second step if
you’ve already asked them to stop.
Seek HELP: Go to a trusted adult
right away if someone or something is
unsafe, dangerous, or if you are
scared. Threats and aggression to our
bodies, belongings, or school property
need to be reported to an adult
immediately. Also, it’s ok to go to an
adult for help if you’ve tried to solve
your problem with another person and
can’t. This is NOT TATTLING!

Using these three approaches will help create a
respectful and safe environment.

Parent Teacher Conferences are as follows:
 Thursday November 8th 1:15PM-6:45PM
 Friday November 9th
11:15AM-6:00PM
Daycare will be available during Parent Teacher Conferences. Hours are
as follows:
 November 8th: 11:30AM-6:00PM ($6.00 per hour)
 November 9th: 6:30AM-6:00PM ($40.00 per day)
Please fill out the “Conference Daycare Request Form” located in the
Daycare Room or in the Office. In order to plan for staffing, the Request
Form is due to the Office by Monday, November 5th.

Conscious Discipline – Four Elements of Connection
All learning begins with connection! Connections on the outside (with other people) actually create and strengthen neural
connections within the brain. Eye contact, presence, touch and a playful setting are the four core components required to
truly connect with others.
Eye Contact: Get down on the child’s level to achieve eye contact for a brief moment. When eyes meet, a wireless connection is
created between the orbital frontal areas of the prefrontal lobes. From this connection, we download inner states into one
another. The eyes contain nerve projections that lead directly to key brain structures for empathy and matching emotions. As
soon as you have eye contact, download calm, “There you are. You’re safe. Breathe with me. You can handle this.” “Mirror
neurons ensure the moment someone sees an emotion on your face, they will at once sense the same feeling within themselves.” Daniel Stern
Presence: Being present in the moment means your mind and body are in the same place. Your mind is free from chatter. You
are still enough to see the beauty in the child. Presence is about acceptance as we join together to share the same moment. The
present moment is where joy lies. Relax into it.
Touch: Touch is the only sense we cannot live without. The skin and brain are made up of the same embryonic tissue. The skin
is the outside layer of the brain. Touch creates a hormone that is essential to neural functioning and learning. If we want smart,
happy kids, then we need to provide more appropriate, caring touch.
Playfulness: Playfulness helps build bonds and creates a biochemistry in the brain for dopamine. Dopamine says, “Pay
attention, stay focused.” Playful situations strengthen the dopamine system, increase attention spans and boost social
development.

Healthy Snack Suggestions
At Mt. Clemens Montessori Academy we
strive to promote a healthy lifestyle. Here
are some healthy snack suggestions:





Chips and Salsa
Pretzels and Hummus
Fruit salsa with cinnamon baked chips
Celery sticks stuffed with either
cream cheese or peanut butter.
Raisins or dried cherries can be added
for extra flavor and nutrition.

How was your Day?
Most times you will find that your child is
not very eager to share activities that
transpired during their school day. Please
remember that this is very NORMAL!
School time and all that it entails is their
time. Below is a list of a few great
conversation starters to use with your child
to find out a bit more about their day at
school. Look for new questions to be added
each month.




How did you help a friend?
How did you help your teacher?
What games did you play at recess?

Trunk or Treat
Mt. Clemens Montessori Academy
staff and families will be
participating in the Mt. Clemens
Optimist Club’s Trunk or Treat.
Children can enjoy trick-or-treating
from trunk-to-trunk in a weather
protected environment.
When: Saturday, October 27th
Noon to 3:00pm
Where: New County Parking
Structure, Downtown Mount
Clemens

Reminders


Bagel Day is Wednesday.
Bagels are $1.00.



Popcorn Day is on Fridays.
Popcorn sells for $0.50.



Preschool Tuition Payments are
due on the first of each Month.



Second payments for Unlimited
Latchkey are due on November
5th.



Picture Day is October 3rd.
Forms were sent home with
your child this week. You may
pay online or send in payment
on Picture Day. It is important
that yearbooks are ordered at
this time.



Third, Fourth, and Fifth Grade
Soccer will start on October
11th. Forms have been sent
home.

Hot Lunch
The Hot Lunch Program catered by
All About Catering has launched.
We are happy to hear all the positive
feedback from happy students and
parents. We do share your comments
with Chef Rick, so thank you for
providing feedback. We look forward
to October’s new menu items.

Back to School Celebration Success

Parent Guild Board

The “Back to School Celebration” was a huge success! A huge THANK YOU to
our Parent Guild Committee members for putting in many hours of hard
work to provide a good time for all. Also, thank you to all volunteers for
opening the school year with a fun, welcoming, and entertaining event. We
enjoyed seeing all the smiles on every student, parent, and staff member.
The food was delicious. The bounce house was so much fun and the
entertainment was superb.

Bridget Goudelock, President
Francesca Watruba, Vice President
Stephanie Dinco, Secretary
Lauren Warren, Treasurer
Nicole Renaud, Communications

Barnes and Noble Book Fair

Please join us on Friday, October
12th and Saturday, October 13th at
Barnes and Nobles for our Barnes
and Nobles Book-Fair Fundraiser.
We have many exciting events
taking place during the fair at the
Shelby Township store located on
Hall Road.
Events will include book readings
by teachers, exciting crafts, and
much more. Also, during the fair
dates artwork by our students will
be displayed throughout the store.
Please join us to help raise money
for books to be enjoyed by your
children in their classrooms.
October is a great time to begin
“stocking up” on educational gifts
for the holidays.

Visit the Mt. Clemens Montessori
Academy Parent Guild Facebook
Page to connect with MTCMA
families.

Arrival and Dismissal Reminders


Remember to turn left out of the parking lot.



Remember there is no parking in the front parking lot during arrival
and dismissal. Be sure to let other family members know who may be
picking up your child.



Remember there is no double parking allowed in front of the school to
drop off students. This is not safe practice of the children. The
Macomb County Sheriff has warned of ticketing individuals who
double park.



Please be courteous to our neighbors and refrain from turning around
and/or blocking their driveways.

Box Tops
Ask your neighbors, friends and
family around the country to
collect Box Tops for our school.
Box Tops are located on many
products from cereal boxes to
Ziploc containers. Simply cut the
box top from the packaging along
the edge and turn-in to your
child’s teacher. Box Tops will be
collected monthly. Classroom
contests will occur.
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