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Important Dates
Dear Friends and Family of MTCMA:
On behalf of the staff at Mt. Clemens Montessori Academy I
would like to thank all parents who attended our Parent Teacher
Conferences in November. As educators we value your
commitment to your child’s learning. Due to your ongoing and
consistent support we enter the holiday season with a deep

sense of gratitude for our family and community at Mt.
Clemens Montessori Academy. Our school community
continues to grow as a caring, warm and positive
environment where all students are nurtured and challenged
to excel.
During the month of December many cultures, nationalities as
well as different religions celebrate their doctrines during this
month by giving gifts and receiving gifts to those important and
dear to us; especially to our children. It is definitely a joyous time
and one that creates great anticipation and excitement for all; the
one sharing and giving as well as the receiver. It is important to
keep in mind that we should attempt to make our gift-giving
something that is not overwhelming in quantity and also level
appropriateness of the child. Our “gifts” should be thoughtful in
choosing and a learning/educational experience for the child. The
ultimate goal of our gifts should be to continue instilling a
lifelong love for learning. The quote below summarizes the
essence that we as adults, need to internalize and realize the
importance that all acts we perform, will and do have an impact
on our children.
Wishing you all the very best of this season and a wonderful and
prosperous 2019!
Sincerely,

December 3: Mt. Clemens Montessori Academy
Mitten Tree to be decorated by all
December 3: Winter Party Sign-Up Sheets
Posted
December 4: Fifth Grade to Sing at McLaren
Macomb Hospital Tree Lighting Ceremony
December 12: Band Concert (5:30pm)
December 12: Preschool Concert (2:00pm)
December 13: Parent Guild Meeting (6:00pm)
December 14: January Hot Lunch Forms Due
December 20: Preschool Winter Parties
December 21: Preschool – No School
December 21: Elementary Winter Classroom
Parties – (9:00am)
December 21: Early Dismissal (11:30am) No
Daycare available after dismissal.
December 24: No School - Winter Recess Begins
through January 6th
January 7: Classes Resume
Re-Enrollment Packets sent home

Genie P’sachoulias
Director

“It is the child who makes the man, and no man exists who was not made by the child he once was.”
-Dr. Maria Montessori

Elementary Re-Enrollment
Elementary Re-Enrollment will be upon us in January. Re-Enrollment packets for current students and eligible siblings will be
sent home on Monday, January 7, 2019. Elementary Re-Enrollment takes place from January 11th through January 25th. It is
important that the completed Application and Child Information Record (Emergency Card) be returned by January 25th to
secure and guarantee your child’s placement at the Academy for the 2019-2020 School Year.
Open Enrollment for students new to our Academy begins on February 4th. We will be hosting an Open House on Saturday,
February 9th from 10:00am-12:00pm for new families interested in the high quality Montessori education offered at MTCMA.
Preschool Enrollment will take place starting later in March. Information regarding re-enrollment for Preschool will go home in
late February.
We are asking for your help in spreading the word about our upcoming Open House and the Open Enrollment period.

Brightening the Holidays

Special Thank You…

Our “Mitten Tree”, an annual holiday event and tradition
at MTCMA is sponsored by our Student Council. Each
year the holiday festivities are organized by the Student
Council and also involve all of the families at MTCMA.
The tree will be ready for its decorations beginning
December 3. Please bring in a new hat, scarf and/or
mittens to help beautify our tree near the Office and
contribute to the Lighthouse Outreach Center. The Student
Council and all of the students at MTCMA are also
collecting non-perishable food items which may be placed
under the Mitten Tree.
Also, a special “thank you” to all of our families and
students for their contributions to the Student Council food
drive held in November. Our school collected a large
amount of food that was donated to the Fraser
Goodfellows for distribution to less fortunate families in
our County. Our Student Council and their leader’s Ms.
Fickert and Mrs. McNeil did a tremendous job in
organizing and implementing the food drive. Thank you to
Ms. Beth for distributing the collected food items to the
location selected.
Our thanks once again to Ms. Fickert and Mrs. McNeil for
taking the time out of their busy day to help organize these
Student Council activities. The passion and caring attitude
towards the community which both teachers share with all
of us serves as a role model for our students and staff.

 To the MTCMA Parent Guild Board and all that attend the
monthly meetings. They are working hard to prepare for the
upcoming annual school dance and many more exciting
events.
 To all of our parents for attending Parent Teacher
Conferences. We had an Elementary parent attendance of
88% and 100% from our Preschool parents! Great job!
 To all the parents who volunteer to “pop” popcorn every
week. The children and teachers enjoy this tasty treat.
 To all of the parents who helped at Winter Parties; attending
their child’s classroom and participating in activities as well
as donating special treats.
 To our Student Council Representatives for organizing “A
Time of Giving” to benefit those less fortunate in our
community.
 To many of our families for donating food items and clothing
to our Student Council “A Time of Giving”.
 To Mrs. Gordon for maintaining our school’s recycling efforts
each week.
 To our Cub Scout Pack 1070 for cleaning the garden in the
back of the school. They have plans for planting annuals and
perennials that will attract butterflies in Spring 2019 and
beyond.

Bundle Up and Let It Snow!
The children will be going outside daily weather permitting. Recess for all students will be outside as long as the windchill is above 10 degrees and the playground is dry. Dress your child in layers of play clothes that may be easily removed
if your child gets too warm. Do not forget to send a warm jacket, snow pants, boots, hats, gloves, and a scarf during cold
weather. Remember to label all garments of clothing for easier identification. A reminder that a signed note from your
child’s pediatrician is required for students to remain inside during recess.

Conscious Discipline – Safe Place Breathing Icons
The first step in any discipline encounter is to take a deep, calming breath. Three deep breaths shut off the fight or flight response in
the body. The four core active calming techniques used in Conscious Discipline are S.T.A.R., balloon, pretzel and drain. Teach these
techniques to children, post images of them in your Safe Place and find ways to incorporate them into daily activities. Use these at
home to encourage children and remind yourself to breathe when the going gets tough.
Drain: Extend arms out, pretending your arms are faucets. Tighten arm,
shoulder, and face muscles. Exhale slowly making a “ssssshhh” sound
and release all your muscles, draining out the stress.
Pretzel: Standing up, cross your ankles. Now cross your right wrist over
left, \turn your hands so your thumbs are facing the floor, put palms
together and interlace fingers. Bend your elbows out and gently turn your
hand down and toward your body until they rest on the center of your
chest. Put your tongue on the roof of your mouth. Relax and breathe.
S.T.A.R.: Smile, Take a deep breath And Relax. Encourage belly
breathing where the tummy goes out when the air goes in, and in when the
air goes out. Also help children learn to exhale slower than they inhale.
Balloon: Place your hands on top of your head and interlace your fingers.
Breathe in through your nose as you raise your arms, inflating an
imaginary balloon. Release the air in the balloon by pursing your lips,
exhaling slowly, lowering your arms, an making a “pbpbpbpb” sound.

Lost and Found
Please make sure to label all of your child’s
winter clothing. This helps to make sure that
any missing items can be returned.
Furthermore, please check the lost and found
table outside the Music Room to make sure
your child is not missing any of their items.

Hot Lunch

Healthy and Fun Treat

Please note: Pre-ordered lunches are
ordered one month in advanced.
Therefore refunds may not be made
for school closings or for student
absences.

Ingredients:


Spirit Wear
Need a wonderful gift idea to share with all
of your friends and family? Why not order a
t-shirt or hoodie sweatshirt with the Mt.
Clemens Montessori logo for all to wear and
enjoy? Your child will be happy to wear
their special top on our monthly Spirit Day
plus the added advantage of half-off on
Friday Popcorn if they are wearing their
MTCMA shirt. Happy gifting!!!

Holiday Shopping
Do you shop on Amazon.com during
the Holiday season for your gifts? If
you click on the Amazon Smile link
at www.mtclemensmontessori.com
under Support our School and signup for the Amazon Smile program
under Mt. Clemens Montessori
Academy Parent Guild, you can make
money for our school.
Happy shopping!






1 banana, peeled and
sliced (3 banana slices for
each snowman)
5 mini chocolate chips
1 pretzel stick
1 baby carrot
1 strawberry, sliced into
quarters

Other Supplies:


butter knife

You can make several snowmen
out of one banana. The carrot and
strawberry can also be used to
make many snowmen.

School Closing Information

Parent Guild Board
Bridget Goudelock

Please make sure you sign-up for our electronic newsletter and
school closing information at www.mtclemensmontessori.com.
Please click on “Sign-Up For Newsletters and School Closing
Alerts” on the top left side of the homepage.

President
Francesca Watruba

Vice President
Stephanie Dinco

In addition to those email alerts, you can also check TV Channel 2,
4, and 7 and WJR AM for School Closings. Please look for “Mt.
Clemens Montessori Academy” to be listed. Furthermore School
Closing announcements and information are posted on the school
Facebook page.

Secretary
Lauren Warren

Treasurer
Nicole Renaud
Communications
Visit the Mt. Clemens Montessori Academy Parent Guild
Facebook Page to connect with MTCMA families.

Holiday Fun in Metro Detroit


December 1: Noel Night,
Detroit Cultural Center



December 2: Downtown
Rochester, Christmas Parade



December 2: Menorah In The
D, Campus Martius Park,
Downtown Detroit



December TBD: Ferndale
Holiday Ice Festival, Downtown
Ferndale



Throughout the month: Detroit
Zoo Wild Lights, every evening
advance tickets required.
(5:30pm-9:00pm)



Throughout the month: Wayne
County Lightfest, Hines Drive in
Westland off Merriman Road.



Throughout the winter: Warren
City Square Ice Skating Rink;
fees apply.





Throughout the winter: Detroit
Campus Martius Park Ice
Skating, Downtown Detroit; fees
apply.
Throughout the month:
Greenfield Village Holiday
Nights.

Winter Fun at Home
Fort Building: There’s no better way to hibernate the tail end
of winter away than in a sturdy fort. And the kids can easily
erect one with the right materials—gather unused sheets,
blankets, and pillows and a sturdy piece of furniture (i.e., a
dining room table, bunk bed, or couch)…and don’t forget the
flash lights!
Scavenger Hunting: The pyramids have nothing on your house. Send your little
Indiana Jones’ on a quest to uncover buried treasures in the form of chocolate coins,
tiny toys, and more, strategically placed and hiding all throughout
your house (I mean, treasure trove). Tuck goodies under rugs and
pillows, in cupboards, between couch cushions, and have them
mark where they found their loot on a map.
Recycled Snowman: No snow…try making your own
“snowman” out of newspaper instead. Then leave by the curb for
the recycling crew.

Box Tops
Ask your neighbors, friends and
family around the country to collect
Box Tops for our school. Box Tops are
located on many products from cereal
boxes to Ziploc containers. Simply cut
the box top from the packaging along
the edge and turn-in to your child’s
teacher. Box Tops will be collected
monthly. Classroom contests will
occur.
The Box Top
Collection will take
place on December
14th this month.
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