Greetings,
I hope this edition of The Principal’s Message finds you well and that you have had an enjoyable
Winter Vacation. Spring is just around the corner with warmer weather, longer days and many
fun and exciting things at SHS.

Current Happenings
Save the Date
2/29: METG competition, Wayland High School @ 4:30pm
3/2 - 3/9: ELA & Math MCAS Retest
3/7: SBCEF Character Breakfast, Cafeteria, 9:00am - 11:00am
3/7: Carnival Ball, SHS Auditorium @ 7:00pm
3/8: Massachusetts National History Day District Competition, Stoneham Central Middle
School

3/12: SHS Cultural Celebration, Cafeteria @ 5:00pm - 7:00pm
3/13: Heritage Spirit Day - Students wear a shirt that represents their heritage
3/17: Stoneham Unplugged - Read below
3/24 & 3/25: Grade 10 ELA MCAS
3/27: SBCEF Trivia Bee, Robin Hood Elementary, 7:00pm
Daily Bulletin
Daily Bulletin 2/11
Daily Bulletin 2/12
Daily Bulletin 2/13
Daily Bulletin 2/14
Daily Bulletin 2/24
FLEX Enrichment Opportunities
FLEX Enrichments 2/13 - 3/2: HERE

Thinking Ahead: 2020-2021 School Year
2020-2021 District School Calendar
Here is the School Committee approved SPS 2020-2021 School Calendar. Please
plan accordingly with respect to your planned vacations, school vacations and
established school days. Students are expected to attend school on scheduled days
of school, family vacations resulting in missed school days are discouraged and are
not considered excused absences.
2020 - 2021 Course Selection
Over the next few weeks we will begin the process of course selection for the

2020-2021 school year. Included here are key dates and the 2020-2021 Program of
Studies. Please review the dates and the Program of Studies to best assist your
student. Course selection should be a thoughtful process mindful of a student's current
abilities and course selections based on post secondary plans and ambitions. It is
important to seek a schedule of balance that pursues high academic rigor and
challenge as well as pursuit of interests and passions.
As school management of resources are influenced by course selection, it is
important to remind students to choose thoughtful and wise course selections
as course changes, unless those as detailed in the Program of Studies, will not
be permitted.
Course Selection Key Dates
2020-2021 Program of Studies

Stoneham Public Schools and Community
Supporting Education: Stoneham Business and Community Education
Foundation
Upcoming events:
The SBCEF Character Breakfast / March 7
● Community Service opportunity for students
● Info HERE
The SBCEF 12TH Annual Trivia Bee / March 27
● Fun Involvement for all / Test your knowledge / What do you know?
● Seeking student teams
● Info HERE
Stoneham Unplugged 2020 / Connecting with Family
Tuesday, March 17: Stoneham Alliance Against Violence (SAAV) in collaboration
with Stoneham Public Schools has organized an “Unplugged Day.” The school district
will have NO HOMEWORK on this night. The idea behind “unplugging” is for families
and friends to spend quality time together away from their screens.
Supporting our Environment / Arbor Day Seedling Program / Stoneham Trees
https://masstreewardens.org/wp-content/uploads/Seedling-Brochure_2020.pdf

Student Safety
Student Driving / Hands Free Driving
Just a friendly reminder for our new young drivers, as well as for any driver, that the
new Hands Free Driving law goes into effect and enforcement on Sunday, February
23. Here is some information to better understand the new law changes as well as
ramifications for violations.

Hand Free Driving Law: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/hands-free-law
Chapter 90 section 13b:
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mass-general-laws-c90-ss-13b

Acknowledging Academic Excellence
National Merit Scholarship
National Merit Scholarship Finalist: Tara Harte
● PSAT scores were in the top 1.25% of 1.6 million PSAT participants
National Honor Society Induction
On Tuesday, February 11, Forty-four Juniors were selected for induction into the
Stoneham High School National Honor Society Chapter.

High Honors and Honor Roll for Quarter Two
Q2 High Honors and Honors
● High Honors HERE
● Honors HERE
Students of the Month: January
STUDENT

DEPARTMENT

REASON

Vera Bowerman

Art

Vera went above and beyond in
every project. She was both a
hard worker and a creative
student. She also helped to
make the Martin Luther King
Festival a success with her
beautiful painting. Great work!

Damian Driscoll

Business Education

Damian is always ready with a
smile and a warm hello.

Hannah Fray

English

Hannah has consistently been a
leader in my classroom, taking
charge of many of the tasks
each day. She is always willing
to lend a helping hand to both
the teacher and peers which
includes assistance with some
of the classroom activities,
organizing notes on the board,
and helping others review for
upcoming vocabulary quizzes. I
am lucky to have a s tudent like
Hannah in my classroom!

Kiara Hyppolite

Family and Consumer Arts

Kiara is a student who excels in
each one of the three classes
she has had this senior year in
FCS. She works collaboratively
and cooperatively in a group
setting. She is kind and helpful
to others in the class. And
although she has not expressed
a career in food service, I know
she will continue to cook and
bake throughout her life.

Jonathan Frederick

Health Education

Jonathan has been vocal during
guest speakers, attentive in
class, and improving the
learning of people around him.

Beatrice Val

History and Social Sciences

Beatrice is being recommended
for her perseverance and
excellent research on her
National History Day project.

Carmella Zagami

Math

Carmella is recommended

because of her work ethic and
dedication to being successful in
class despite sometimes finding
the material challenging. She
always goes above and beyond
to understand the material,
asking questions when
necessary and seeking out help
whether it be before/a
 fter school
or during FLEX. She is an
extraordinary student
Olivia Alleyne

Music

Olivia is a rock star for the band.
She plays both guitar and alto
saxophone and is very talented
at both. She is a hard worker
and is always prepared. Olivia
has helped out a lot with other
members of the rhythm section
(ex. going over chords and
strumming patterns)..

Lily Baliestiero

Physical Education

Lily exemplifies a good physical
education student.

Tara Harte

Science

Tara earned an A, in AP
Physics, on all three unit tests
second quarter and ended up
with a 96 average, just missing
an A+. Tara also earned an A+
on the midterm exam scoring
the highest in the class and
significantly higher than last
year's class.

Amelie Chernoch

World Language

Amelie is being recognized for
her passion for the French
language and creating beauty
and art wherever she goes.

Good News
Shark Tank at SHS: Students in Mr. v's Economics courses participated in a Shark Tank

Project in which they needed to propose an original idea to a panel of investors. Early on in
the process, with the help of the Stoneham Chamber of Commerce, Mr. v coordinated actual
entrepreneur's to mentor the students. Students created a business plan and ad campaign
(including 60 second commercial) to formally develop their ideas. A select few projects will be
nominated to pitch the Executive Board at StonehamBank at the beginning of March. This
project provides real world business experience, promotes community cooperation and helps
students organization and presentation skills

Civic Awareness: During FLEX on Friday 2/7, Thirty five students participated in a mock
Iowa Caucus, learning about the candidates, the caucus process and the history of the
caucus. The students engaged in a spirited debate and questioned the efficacy of the caucus
process. Pete Buttigieg and Bernie Sanders came in first and second, all the other
candidates were not viewed as viable.

Good Health: Students in Mr. Healey’s Health Issues class engaged in a school wide

project. They created a survey to send out to fellow students, then gathered the data and
displayed the results with tips to help support their peers in regards to social media.

Experiencing History: On Thursday, February 13, students in Ms. Farabaugh’s Facing

History and Ourselves course, welcomed Father Marcel Uwineza, S.J., who shared his story
about surviving the Rwandan Genocide. Father Uwineza was a teen in the 1990s and spoke
candidly about the experiences he had during the genocide years. His powerful message to
students focused on the importance of forgiveness, gratitude, and hope.

Relaxation / Stress Reduction / Mindfulness:  Ms. Stratford’s Yoga enrichment with guest
Yoga Instructor Ani Breay

