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HOME OF THE TITANS

Sherri Edmundson, Superintendent
It’s a great year to be a HTRS Titan! Summer is almost over and
school will be starting soon. I hope everyone had a relaxing
break and students and staffs are ready for a new year!
Our Responsibilities

This is a reminder that each of us has a responsibility in educating our students. It is the responsibility of parents to make sure
their children come to school ready to learn. That means with
enough sleep, proper nutrition and a feeling of safety and security. This feeling is also the responsibility of educators. The responsibility of educators is also to equip students with the tools
they need to learn. Some of those tools are strategies to learn, to
adapt, and to cope so they can be successful in their education.
The responsibility of the student is to take advantage of the opportunities given to them by their parents and the school. Their
job is to be a student, to learn, to focus, to manage, to cope, to
fail and to succeed. Their responsibility is the hardest of all because they don’t always know how to accomplish these feats by
themselves. Education is the backbone of our society’s future
and there is nothing more important.
Facilities

If you haven’t driven by or stopped by recently, you really
should do so! There are changes every day. We have made improvements to the football field parking lot and the school parking lot. This includes additional parking spots and fencing, as
well as concrete drives to help with traffic flow. IT IS IM-

PORTANT THAT PARENTS UNDERSTAND THEY MUST
ENTER THE PARKING LOT FROM THE SOUTH, EAST
OR WEST AND CAN PARK ONLY IN THOSE SPOTS DESIGNATED FOR DROP OFF AND PICK UP. THEN EXIT
TO EITHER THE SOUTH OR THE WEST. This is a change
from last year and those who choose to block the drive will be
ticketed by Richardson County Sheriff’s Department. Please
help us keep the flow of traffic safe for our students.
The summer maintenance crews are working hard to get the
buildings cleaned, repaired and ready for school to start. This is
a big task because furniture has to be moved out of all of the
classrooms so the floors can be scrubbed and polished, then
moved back in so the hallways can be completed. The gym
floors are getting a new coat of polish and the grounds have to
maintained. Our custodial staff is the best!
It’s going to be a great year at HTRS!!!!

Lisa Othmer, Principal
Here we go Titans! It’s time to start filling our buckets! One
of the things that we know about our students is that they value the relationships they have with the HTRS staff. Here are
some of the reasons students feel this way. First, HTRS staff
members work hard to know the kids by name. Why is this
important you ask? Not only does this effort show students
that they are respected and important, it makes them feel
more comfortable when they need to ask someone for help.
Secondly, I have witnessed our staff lifting students up to
help them find the good in what might be a particularly discouraging situation when something or someone dips from
their bucket (negativity). These situations arise in athletics,
music, speech, and a myriad of other competitions. Maybe a
student didn’t perform as expected on an important project or
assessment, or perhaps a senior didn’t receive an expected
scholarship or get into the college of their choice. The people
in this building are very aware and supportive during those
times of struggle and make a conscious effort to fill buckets
with caring support when needed. Finally, maintaining a pos-

Looking for extra cash? Want
extra income with flexible hours
and the same vacations as your
kids or grandkids?
Check out our district website at
www.htrstitans.com or contact
Sherri Edmundson at sherriedmundson@htrstitans.org or 402862-2235 for more details.
HTRS is hiring full and part-time
bus drivers, as well as paraprofessionals. These positions can be
combined or job-shared.
If you have interest in any of these,
please contact us to find out details and how one of these posi-

tions might work for you!

itive school climate can be challenging at times. Just as in traditional families, school families must navigate their way through
the bumps but eventually find their way over those bumps by
working together and sharing resources when needed. As always, I am looking forward to the new school year. We have
some fresh faces and a few changes headed our way for the
2018-2019 school year. We will rise to the occasion, empower
our students, and embrace the challenges together!
The fresh faces at HTRS include the following staff members:
Delaney Roberts
Brittney Gauthier
Jaime Frey
Aleicia Gerdes
Diane Platt
Brittany Freeman
Heather Leuenberger
Gabe Gauthier
Megan Howe
Mary Moser

Pre-School
1st Grade
3rd Grade (formally pre-school)
SPED
Speech
Main office
4th Grade
HS Social Science
HS Math
HS Science

Please welcome our newest staff members to the HTRS community. We are very excited about their professionalism, energy
and expertise that they will offer to their new students and colleagues.

Along with new staff members, we also have a new attendance
policy so please make sure you review that in the student handbook. One of the positive changes in this policy is the incentive
piece that will recognize students quarterly for excellent attendance. Open house is scheduled for August 14th from 5:30 to
7:30 please use the main entrance and pick up your paperwork
and handbook when you arrive. We are encouraging parents to
sit down in the commons area to fill out and hand in paperwork
before touring the building or at least before you leave. You will
also be able to pay your fees at that time as well.
The HTRS Vision Statement reads “HTRS Public Schools…
collectively leading and empowering students to change the
world through enriched learning and multi-faceted pathways.”

This vision statement was developed several years ago as we
were putting together a one to one laptop initiative. Technology
has now entered every grade level at HTRS. The school board has
been very supportive of this initiative and we are now a one-to
one laptop school in grades K-12. Every HTRS student will have
the opportunity to have digital resources at their fingertips. I
guess it’s now time to develop a new vision for our school.
“Oh the things you can find if you don’t stay behind!”
~Dr. Suess
HTRS is also very pleased to be offering SENCAP courses to
juniors and seniors through Southeast Community College. This
partnership offers students the opportunity to enroll in Southeast
Nebraska Career Academy Partnership (SENCAP) which offers
several Academies: Agriculture, Business, Construction, Criminal
Justice, Education, Health Sciences, Information Technology and
Manufacturing in Energy and Welding. Please visit with Mrs.
Mezger about this if you would like more information.
HTRS will be using the Habitudes curriculum for a new leadership course that we have added to the 7th and 8th grades quarter
classes.
HABITUDES WILL HELP STUDENTS:
Break free from peer pressure and influence others in positive
ways.
Experience greater empathy and minimize bullying among students.
Embrace a growth mindset that values challenging work and resilience.
Capitalize on personal strengths to be career-ready upon graduation.
Develop critical thinking skills that produce better life choices,
such as choosing healthy friends, improving study habits and
setting goals.
Thank you so much for your continued support. My door is always open!
By Mrs. Othmer, Principal

Important Notice
If you receive this newsletter with an attached individually addressed address label, you must notify the school
that you still wish to receive this mailing. If you know of
someone outside of our district that would like to receive the
newsletter, they also must notify the school in order to be
added to the mailing list. If you do not contact the school
by September 1st you will be removed from the mailing
list. You may contact Kaye Cumr o at 402-862-2151 or
email her at kayecumro@htrstitans.org. Please be sure and
give her your complete mailing address.

&
Please send all donations to the HTRS Back
Pack Program to:
HTRS Back Pack Program
c/o HTRS Schools
810 Central Avenue
Humboldt, NE 68376

family.
Toss up on Brant and Clayton: I like that we did paper empowerment. It made me feel good that I could help others. The
speaker Brandon White was really fun to listen to about his
#ownit movement.
Our graduating senior, YAB leader, Alexander Fairchild-Flynn
was the leader of all the group activities and we can be so proud
of his six-year attendance in helping others find their role in
leadership style and being able to be ONE of MANY!
By Karen Mezger

Kara A. Engles
Activities Director
I hope everyone is enjoying their summer. It seems to go faster each
year! Our HTRS athletes have been working hard in the weight room,
on the court, and the field this summer. It is awesome to see our kids
busy in the weight room every morning at 6:30 a.m. I have been working hard to prepare for the 2018-2019 school year. Most athletic
schedules are ready and have been posted to the pioneerconference.org
website. To access, go to pioneerconference.org, click member
schools, and click HTRS on the right-hand side. Start making plans
now to support our Titan athletes!
Fall athletic practices will begin August 6th. Fall sports include football, volleyball, and girls’ golf. Times for practices will be announced
by coaches closer to that date. All athletes participating in fall sports
must have a physical completed by a physician and turned in to the
HTRS main office before August 6th.
The Titan volleyball team will have a scrimmage open to the public on
August 16th beginning at 6:00 p.m. We ask you to donate a sports
drink for admittance to the scrimmage. The Titan football team will
have an open practice on August 17th at 5:00 p.m. Again, admittance
to the practice is a sports drink. The Volleyball Jamboree will be August 21st. The volleyball team will host the Sterling Jets beginning at
6:00 p.m. for a best of five sets match. This event is considered a
scrimmage and does not count towards our official season win/loss
record. The NSAA requires admission to be charged, and all proceeds
are donated to charity. These pre-season events are a great way for our
kids to prepare for the regular season.
Varsity contests officially begin August 23rd, when our girls’ golf
team travels to Syracuse for the Syracuse Invitational. The girls are set
to tee off at 9:00 a.m. Our football team is in action the next night,
August 24th, hosting the Pawnee City Indians at 7:00 p.m. The Booster Club will host the Titan Tailgate that night, serving a meal before
and during the game. The Lewiston Tigers come to town on August
28th to officially begin volleyball season. JV is scheduled to begin at
6:00 p.m., with varsity to follow. Plenty of chances to cheer on the
Titans!
As you can see, the beginning of the school year is going to be very
busy! Don’t forget to check out the pioneerconference.org site for
scheduling information. Hope to see you supporting our Titans!

Technology
Welcome Back! I am so excited
about this new school year! HTRS will
be one to one K-12. I don’t think there
are many schools that have this in
place. I appreciate the school boards
futuristic foresight. Each elementary classroom will have
a laptop for every student. Elementary students have three
curriculum areas; reading, math, and science, which contain digital curriculum and resources. Students can be engaged in the lesson being taught during the real instruction. The more students practice and are engaged in instruction the better they learn.
High school students will have the privilege of using a
school laptop during the 2018-2019 school year. There are
two options for students/parents to choose; Home (Option
1) or Checkout School Only (Option 2). The only difference between the two is that with the Checkout Option,
students are not allowed to take the computers home.
Many teachers are requiring students to use technology to
complete assignments. High School students wishing to
again participate in the program will need to attend the
Laptop Bootcamp to be held dur ing the Open House
on August 14th. This year to qualify for the program, students/parents will have pay the $35 laptop fee and return
the internet forms from the handbook. Once students have
received an index card indicating the options they are participating in, they can get their laptop. If students can’t
attend the Open House, students can get their laptop the
first day of school from Mrs. Kappel in the library.
I want to assist you in taking an active part in your child’s
education by helping you get a PowerSchool account.
PowerSchool is the program that the staff use at school for
student information. This software, combined with the
internet in your home or the use of a smartphone, allows
you to use the internet to monitor your child’s progress. A
single-parent sign on method is used to link multiple student accounts together in one parent account.

the dance.
Ty - At June Jam the dance, talent show, and the rap battle were
fun. The dance was fun to hang out with friends, the talent show
was so cool to see all of the special talents everyone had, and
the rap battle showed how everyone was creative with their
songs. I will definitely be coming next year.
Shannon - Being on youth staff this year for the second time has
helped me to open up and really helped my MFG grow in themselves. I loved being at June Jam and look forward to next year.
Victoria - I was nervous on the first day but at the dance it go so
much better.
Anastasia - I think it’s great to make an impact on students from
different parts of Nebraska and be able to make close relationships as a YAB member.
Addy - My MFG's were nice. I got to meet new people, and the
dance was fun and I had a blast.
Jill - I liked the dancing and learning at June Jam. Dancing, and
making friends, dorms, and last the music was fun.
Kaylee - I thought making new friends was fun and also the talent show was pretty cool too.
Matilyn - This year the speaker inspired me to not be afraid to
do the right thing. That I have to #OWN IT. Being in the Mixed
Family Groups was the best way to get to know people. That
was my favorite part.
Alyssa F - It's very refreshing being in such a safe place like
June Jam. Everyone is so kind and fun to be around even though
you don't know everyone. People at school aren't always as understanding.
Jackie - The dance was fun because we got to show off moves
and meet different people.
Rikki - My favorite was making friends and the talent show was
good. The dance and the room were great too.
Camille - I loved being an energetic YAB leader and getting
youth involved in becoming even better leaders.
Tara - I liked making new friends.
Jacey - My MFG was really great and understanding.
Katie - I loved getting to know so many new people. It truly is a

The third day started an hour later, wow! That made a huge difference. We had more time with our speaker, Brandon White in
which he talked about Gary Chapman's book, "The Five Love
Languages." What powerful messages for our young teens! The
students had more group rap time and sponsors had sponsor time
to address their latest concerns. The group closed out the sessions
in the afternoon with awards, thank you’s, and a time of farewell
to all new friends, sponsors, and the Region V Board staff: Sandy,
Scott, and Teri. June Jam came to a close for 2018 with the anticipation of 2019. Big thanks to HTRS Schools for bus transportation and to all parents for allowing their students to take part. I
hope they all talk with you about #OWNIT. Our leadership team
had the following comments about the event:
Andy - This year June Jam was so much fun. We had an amazing
speaker and I met a lot of new friend. The staff was great and we
did amazing activities. This year's theme was about the message
of music. I am glad we have a great staff and great students that
came to June Jam with me.
Hannah K. - June Jam was a fun experience with many different
things people can relate to, and good people to be with.
Mikayla -This year was really fun. My MFG was so helpful. All
of the people treated everyone like the big family we really are.
The leaders were our parents. They kept us in check and made
sure we were where we needed to be on time. June Jam in my
opinion is about making friends. Every year I always make
friends and always stay in touch. Some of my closet friends are
from June Jam. Every year there are always super nice people. I
have never met one mean person any year! I recommend June
Jam for anyone. It is a very good experience to spend time with
friends and meet new people.
Hanna E. - I am one of many when we stand to see how many
were like us.
Jaynie - My favorite things about June Jam were how nice and
sweet the people were. The dance was a blast and I met really
nice people.
Lauren - I enjoyed the rooming. My roommate was fun. I enjoyed

Sixpence

Don’t miss that important phone call from school!
HTRS has changed the “all call” message system to Swift K-12.
This program works with the phone number information entered into your PowerSchool account. Messages are sent as
voice, text or email. You determine how you want to be contacted for school closings, school event reminders, low lunch
balances, etc. so that you are informed and engaged in your
child’s school activities.
If you have selected to stop a text message on your phone, then
you will get 0 (zero) messages. It tells the system you don’t
want to be contacted. If this has happened to you, contact me so
that I can fix it.
If you need to change or edit your phone contact information,
please email Mrs. Withers at glenawithers@htrstitans.org. By
doing this, I can check that the number is entered correctly and
I can email you back that your contact has been updated.
The e-Funds for Schools is an electronic payment service by a
third party vendor. It works along with PowerSchool so that
you can deposit money into your child’s meal account. If you
have forgotten your password, you will need to contact them.
You use it just like you would any other online payment option.
You can set it up so that you pay with a debit card, credit card
or your checking account.
As always, if you have a question or need assistance, you can
contact Mrs. Withers at glenawithers@htrstitans.org.
By Glena Withers

The Sixpence Early Learning Fund is Nebraska’s signature effort to put our state’s youngest on the path to success in school and life. Sixpence promotes high quality
early care and learning opportunities that help parents
guide the healthy development of their infants and toddlers. Sixpence serves families with children ages 0-3.
Please call SueAnn Tripp (402-862-2151), Sixpence
Home Visitor, to discuss more details.
By Amy Werts

Tidbits From the “Title Team”
Welcome back! The “Title Team” is excited to begin the 20182019 school year, our 3rd year as part of HTRS’ Schoolwide
Title I program. As a reminder, a Title I Schoolwide program
allows the school to address the educational needs of children
living in impoverished communities with comprehensive strategies for improving the entire school so every student achieves
high levels of academic proficiency. Schoolwide programs
serve ALL children in a school. All staff, resources, and classes
are part of the overall Schoolwide program. The purpose is to
generate high levels of academic achievement in core subject
areas for all students, especially those students most in need. If
you have any questions about Schoolwide Title, feel free to
stop in and see us at Open House!
Also, take a look at the enclosed inserts titled “Character Traits
for School Success” and “A Family Guide to Homework”.
They have some great ideas for starting this school year off in a
positive direction.
By Ashlee Meyer and Dennette Wheeler

June Jam 2018
Can you imagine what it was like to leave HTRS School at 2:30
in the afternoon on now, thankfully, an air conditioned bus with
twelve middle school students and six high school students for
SCC in Milford for a two night June Jam Leadership Conference?!! We all survived the ride! STARS (Students Teaching
About Responsibilities Successfully) Sponsor Joyce Huppert
left at 10:00 am with two June Jam staff members Kaitlyn Frey
and Shannon Jones to meet our YAB (Youth Action Board) Region V members, senior and six year June Jam participant Alexander Fairchild-Flynn, and juniors Camille Frey and Anastasia
Popham. These volunteers lead our STARS youth into the
“Power of Leaders.”
The first night started off with Mixed Family Groups (MFGs) in
which all 270 kids were divided into groups with the peer youth
leaders for a time of developing and learning more about leadership skills. A dance was held in the gym, then back to our dorms
by midnight! The next day started early at 7:00 am with a wonderful SCC staff serving delicious food for all our meals. Then
we got to greet our main speaker for the event: Brandon Lee
White from the Kansas City area. His message was to "OWN
IT" brought to the young teen leaders through genres of music.
Talk about a way to meet young leaders - it was so inspiring. If
you are a computer person, feel free to check out his website to
learn more at Brandonleewhite.com. “It is so powerful to be set
free to OWN your own fears, joys, doubts and then more importantly, share them with others. Be willing to face your own
fears but grow more as an individual and to help grow your own
school culture.” The day continued with small group sessions
about YAB leadership, meditation, the movement on "I AM one
of many," and a session with our speaker Brandon White. Later
came the talent show where each MFG participated with their
own rap, a lot of individual talent, and friends working together
to produce talent. Can you imagine two hours of talent? Then
they had a great paper empowerment activity for all teens! After
that around 11:00 pm, the teens were all introduced to hor s
d'oeuvres, what a new concept for many of them - chicken
strips, mini tacos, cheese balls, veggies, and nachos! That closed
out the second night.

continue with our education piece but must allow for more involvement from the youth to get their message out there that we
are one of many! Please watch for more information from this
group.
Mrs. Dreier and I will be attending The John Baylor Program
presentation in Holdrege this month. We currently use this program and we want to find out how to make the program more
meaningful for our students. Since all juniors will be participating in the ACT in April, we are considering having the sophomores also take a pre-ACT to see how they are progressing with
the information taught throughout high school. All students do
have their own login information to use the information in class
on a regular basis. This was a new feature added to the program
last year. The test is taken on the computer and thus, the quizzes
the students take during the 12-week course are delivered on-line
for the students to prepare for the method of delivery used in
April.
HTRS STARS (Students Teaching About Responsibilities Successfully) will have two exiting events coming up! 1) DANCE,
DANCE with a back to school dance after the football soap
scrimmage on Friday, August 17th, watch for more details as
school starts and 2) the annual kick off a week early this year on
Monday, August 20th at 6:30 pm in the multipurpose room. The
group will provide pizza, table service and drinks and as those
prospective members bring salad, chips, or dessert. The kick off
will be for all students in grades 7-12 interested in helping make
their school a better place to be!
My light continues to burn brightly for all to see and I’m willing
to help all those that ask! Until next time.
By Mrs. Mezger

Mrs. Zentner’s Preschool News
We are excited to begin the 2018-19 school year! Preschool students will need to bring: a backpack; an extra set of clothes to
keep in your locker; and a blanket if staying in the afternoon. All
other supplies will be provided by preschool. We hope you had
fun this summer and are ready to start learning new skills and
meet new friends
By Mrs. Zentner

Mrs. Robert’s Preschool Supply
List
Backpack
Extra set of clothes (to stay at school)
Blanket (If staying for rest)
1 box of Kleenex

Kindergarten Titans
Wow!! Summer sure has been flying by!! With only a few
weeks of break remaining, I wanted to get some reminders out
to the incoming kindergarteners. Please make sure that you
have turned in all the paperwork that is needed for your child to
start school on the 16th. These items include physical exam,
copy of social security card, eye exam, asthma/anaphylaxis
form, immunization record, and birth certificate. Please make
sure that your child’s immunization records are up to date.

Also please make sure that the birth certificate is one with the
stamped state seal on it. We cannot accept the hospital copy.
You can drop these items by the school office any time before
August 16th, and we will get them. You will be, if you haven’t
already, getting a letter in the mail from either Mrs. Joy or me
regarding who your child’s teacher will be this year. Please
begin getting your child in a bedtime routine so that the transition
into the school year is just a little easier on everyone. We look
forward to seeing all the little smiles on August 16th!! Please enjoy what is left of the summer break, and we look forward to a
successful school year. Reminder Open House is on the 14th of
August. Hope to see you ther e!
By Mrs. Freeman and Mrs. Joy
Kindergarten Supply List
Please label everything with your child’s name. Please label
each individual crayon, colored pencil, etc. Thank you in advance!!
1 – Crayola Crayons (24 ct.)
2 – Crayola Colored Pencils (12 ct.)
8 – glue sticks
3 – large pink erasers
Fiskars scissors
5 - #2 pencils (no mechanical pencils)
4 – dry erase markers (can be all black or assorted colors)
2 – large boxes of Kleenex (at least a 200 ct.)
Backpack (no wheels)
P. E. shoes (easily put on and taken off by him/herself. Velcro or
slip on tennis shoes are a suggestion for those who cannot tie
their own shoes)
Beach Towel or Napmat (for rest time – NO sleeping bags)
Please make sure their name is on it.
Mrs. Joy’s class only will need a plastic hinged pencil box
NO MARKERS
**********Anything brought that is not on the list will be
sent home with your child the first day of school.**********

June Jam was just a wonderful experience with our young junior
high and high school teens. Please read the separate story on this
awesome 2-night, 3-day event in the lives of developing leadership and finding new friends.
TBOC, (Take Back our Community) meeting in Falls City was
an enlightening experience to see over 125 concerned people
from grandparents to teens talking about how they want to take
back their own community. Every area of law enforcement was
present: Richardson County Sheriff Department, Falls City Police Departments, and the State Patrol as well as the county attorney and deputy. They are attempting to present the information for all communities to get involved. One message that
rang loud and clear to me is if you see something, if you hear
something, means to report that something! This is the same
message that I share with our students, we cannot help others if
we do not know what is going on. This group is forming an advisory committee to continue efforts in our communities, if interested in serving, please contact me! THESE are OUR communities; let us help to make them as safe as possible. Please
call if you would like more information or watch the newspaper
for the next meeting!
I am serving on an advisory committee in Richardson County
called “Assertive Community Treatment” (A.C.T.) program that
is partnered with Blue Valley Behavioral Health and Community Medical Center in Falls City for mental and behavioral health
solutions. I am so excited that this group has finally got off the
ground with the overall goal to help with the mental health and
behavior changes in Richardson County. The mini goals of the
group are to make access to street drugs hard, community unify
against drug and alcohol use, and secure funding sources for
prevention, treatment, and recovery projects. The group wants
to work with three pillars: Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery.
Each pillar will rely on the collaboration of existing resources,
creating access to new resources, or expanding services. If all
communities work together in Richardson County, hopefully all
will realize that getting the proper healthcare for behavioral or
mental health is what is most important. As a school, we can

you want those early. Open house will be for all parents and students on Tuesday, August 14th from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. NEW
THIS YEAR: Cher yl Par ks, SENCAP coor dinator for
Southeast Community College will be on hand in Mrs. Dreier’s
room to explain how our high school students can be mor e
involved with college classes beginning at 7:00 pm, stop by to
hear this exciting career news! We will continue to offer classes
through Peru State College also as well as any other college that
you might be interested in taking classes from such as UNL offers the NOW program as many other colleges offer high school
dual credit to our students in grades 11 or 12 or a student that is
over 16 years of age.
It has been a busy summer with many great meetings: the first
one was with our grandparents Carol Jackson, four years and
Shirley Stevicks, seventeen years at HTRS. It was their monthly
foster grandparent meeting in Beatrice with two speakers: one
delivering a message on the survivors of drugs or alcohol
“Know the Truth: ADULT and TEEN Challenge of the Midlands.” “Know the Truth” started in Minnesota but moved to
Nebraska in 2016. It is a peer-to-peer format, to engage young
people using evidence based principles to share stories of their
lives. This program is a recovery program for adults or teens
that have found their life on the “wrong” path and are willing to
accept the “re-direction.” There is an “Adult and Teen Challenge” in the Beatrice area and over 200 other centers in the
United States. The bad choices can be from prescription drugs to
alcohol to the use of illegal drugs; sadly, there is no quick fix.
The gateway drugs of marijuana will just increase the need for
young people to open doors to other drugs; one is not enough so
they go looking for more and more drugs. We did listen to some
stories from recovering young. The second speaker was Dr.
Brenda McNiff from ESU 5, an autism specialist with firsthand
experience with her own son. This was a very interesting presentation in helping us all on how to handle situations with students
in the school setting. One quote I liked from her presentation
was, “If you have met one individual with Autism, you have met
one individual with Autism.” I truly believe this also. Thanks to
Grandma Carol for asking me to attend this worthwhile meeting.

First Grade
It’s that time of year again. We are busy getting our classrooms all
geared up and ready to start a brand new school year. It is always exciting to begin the school year. HTRS has a few new faces and one
of them has joined the first grade team. If you see Mrs. Gauthier give
her a great HTRS welcome. Enjoy the rest of your summer.



Kleenex-1 or 2 boxes



Sandwich Bags-1 box



P.E. Shoes



Book Bag labeled with student’s name

By The First Grade Team, Mrs. Frey and Mrs. Gauthier

Important Information:
Open House is Tuesday, August 14th. You may choose to bring in
your child’s school supplies.
The first day of school is Thursday, August 16th.
Classes start at 8:00 a.m. (students need to be in the old gym by 7:55
a.m.)
Breakfast will be served from 7:25-7:55 a.m.

HTRS First Grade Suggested Supply List


Crayola Crayons-24 count box



4 PRIMARY Student Pencils



#2 Pencils-2 dozen (No mechanical or click pencils!)



Expo Dry Erase Markers-4 pack labeled with student’s
name



1 Expo Dry Eraser labeled with student’s name



Erasers



Scissors labeled with student’s name



Elmer’s Washable glue sticks (white not purple)-8



Bottle of Elmer’s glue



Pencil box labeled with student’s name



Pocket folder-1



Primary Mead Marble Notebook labeled with student’s name



Headphones labeled with student’s name

Second Grade News
Dear Students and Parents
I hope you are having a great summer. While you are busy
enjoying all the fun things that summer brings, I’ve been busy
getting our classroom ready. There are a lot of exciting new
things to learn in the second grade. I can’t wait for school to
start so we can begin our learning adventure.
Enclosed is a school supply list so you can get the school supplies that you will need.
2nd Grade School Supply List
Crayola Crayons
Crayola Colored Pencils
#2 – Pencils (no mechanical or click pencils)
Expo Dry Erase Markers – 4 pack
Erasers
Scissors
Elmer’s Washable Glue Sticks (preferably white
not purple)
Pencil Box
Pocket Folder – 1 or 2
1” – 3 ring binder (not any bigger)
Package of Loose Leaf Paper to put in 3 ring binder
– wide ruled
1 – Spiral Notebook (wide ruled – single subject)
2 boxes of Kleenex Tissues
Earphones or Headphones – each student will be
assigned their own laptop

disciplines.
The new standards are designed to be taught using a 3dimensional approach. Each lesson will start with a science
phenomena where students will discover disciplinary core ideas
use science and engineering practices and crosscutting concepts
to build a cohesive understanding of science over time.
Throughout the year we will explore career options in science
fields and discuss current events and discoveries in science. My
classes will also integrate various computer apps and extensions
to be more productive and develop projects that demonstrate
student learning. I am looking forward to meeting my students
and the upcoming school year.
Supplies needed:
Composition notebook

By Mary Moser

Guidance Counselor Notes:
Time to ring out those bells for the start of
yet another great #titanpride year! There has
been so much work done in our school, we
can all be proud and be sure to give thanks to
all the janitorial staff.
It is NOW time to get those schedules done. I mailed them to
your student the end of June, but with blank choices in a few
classes. I enclosed the current schedules for everyone and recommended choices. I hope you will call me at 402-432-7131
and take care of those issues right now. I have met several students at school or even in my home. I will be at school on
Tuesday and Wednesday August 7th and 8th from 9:00 to
3:00, possibly longer if needed to make those changes. A current transcript was also sent home for all students to view and
be sure the information is accurate. Locker assignments and
changes in the classrooms are complete. Please allow our very
capable secretaries Lanette and Brittany to be of assistance if

cial media outlet for students to follow, and we have a lot of fun
with it. It’s never required for students or parents, but I enjoy it,
and I’ve found a lot of good educational resources to follow as
well. Until next time…
By Mrs. A. Hunzeker
Language Arts—9, 10, 11

Career Come Full Circle
Let me introduce myself, I am Mary Moser, the new biology
teacher. I live in Pawnee City with my husband Mike and our
daughter, Lauren. We also have two sons, Blake and Collin who
have graduated from college and much to the joy of their parents...employed.
I started my teaching career at Humboldt, I was able to student
teach with Calvin Huffman and Brad Catlin then taught for five
years at Dawson-Verdon. I returned to Humboldt for one year
before the consolidation with Table Rock. Since then I have been
at Pawnee City teaching biology and recently technology. I am
very excited to be back in the biology classroom and am especially excited about the new College and Career Ready Standards for
Science.
The College and Career Ready Standards for Science enable
teachers to offer all students interactive science instruction that
promotes analysis and interpretation of data, critical thinking,
problem solving, and connections across science disciplines—
with a high set of expectations for achievement in grades 9–12. A
quality science education can help expand opportunities for all
our students. These science standards complement our English/
language arts and mathematics standards, enabling classroom instruction to reflect a clearer picture of the real world, where solving problems often requires skills and knowledge from multiple

P. E. Shoes
Book Bag
Important Information
August 14th – 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. OPEN HOUSE
2nd Grade is located on 2nd Floor – Room 213
August 16th – First Day of School
2nd Grade Rocks … GO TITANS!
By Dolly Svoboda

Dear Third Graders
I hope you have had a great summer and are ready to get back to
school and LEARN! I look forward to meeting you. I am sure we
will have a fantastic year together. I have been busy planning lessons and activities that will be fun and challenging.
Remember, Open House is scheduled for Tuesday, August 14th
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. I would love to meet you and your family,
and you can visit our classroom. The first day of school is Thursday, August 16th. We will begin the year by reviewing important
rules and procedures and getting to know one another. Enjoy the
rest of your summer! See you soon!
SUPPLY LIST FOR MRS. DRAKE’S CLASS
12 - #2 pencils
2 -glue sticks
1 - box of tissues
1 - large eraser
1 - box markers (8 count)
1 - box crayons (24 count)
1 - box colored pencils (12 count)
1 - pair of scissors
3 - wide ruled notebooks
3 - pocket folders
NO water bottles 
By Mrs. Drake

Welcome Back 3rd Grade – From Mrs. Jaime Frey
I am looking forward to an amazing school year! I hope your
summer was fun and fabulous! I have enjoyed spending my
summer watching baseball and softball games, going swimming,
reading books, and getting ready for 3rd grade!
Mrs. Frey’s 3rd Grade Homeroom Students:
Brayden Bowen, Nate Burns, Kiylee Cooper, Ty Dunekacke,
Jack Hilgenfeld, Justin Hoagland, PJ Howe, Dasha Hunzeker,
Kassi Kanel, Ayvalie Lamb, Jaxson McCartney, Rayna Reyes,
Shawna Richey, and Colton Stewart
Student School Supplies:
12ct. colored pencils
8 or 10ct. markers
24ct. crayons
12+ pencils
4-6 glue sticks
1 bottle liquid glue
4 spiral notebooks
4 2-pocket folders
earbuds
pencil box or pouch
student scissors
PE shoes
Backpack
Water bottle
Optional Classroom Supplies
Kleenex
Gallon Ziploc bags
Sandwich Ziploc bags
Dry erase markers
Sticky notes
Blank notecards
By Mrs. Jaime Frey

Mrs. A. Hunzeker’s Classroom: Year 20!
Greetings! As I was thinking on the 2018-2019 campaign, I realized that I’ve been at this gig for twenty years. Twenty years!
I offer up my profound apologies for naming such a vital charge
a gig, but those who know me well, know I love music and I
incorporate it all I can into my lessons. Most students know by
now most of the concerts I’ve been to and some of the records
in my vinyl record collection. We will continue to explore all of
that as we journey into another school year with renewed fervor
and purpose. I suppose that’s a bit like waiting for new music
from your favorite artist, right?
With starting over in mind, I’m excited about the changes we
are making with class assignments within the sophomore and
junior classes. Miss Williams and I will be charged with taking
sections of these classes by semester with one semester with a
composition (writing) focus and one semester with a reading/
literature focus. We are confident this will streamline our instruction as we will be teaching to our strengths, and students’
focus will be more concentrated. With this said, your student
can still expect to do basic writing exercises in my reading section, but the primary focus will be reading skills, etc. As for the
freshman class, you will be with me all year. I have a freshman
at home now, too, so we’ll make it happen with gentle good humor and a lot of hard work! English 9 is one of my favorite
classes to teach.
Finally, I want to encourage you to look over the class supply
list on the school webpage. Nothing has changed there, but juniors you will also want to gather the needed supplies. I am in the
process of shelling out old 3-ring notebooks from last year, so
some of you may be about to get your old one from the previous
year if it’s still in good shape. You may also want to pick up a
standard size set of notecards as we will be using notecards
some for vocabulary this year. I have quite a few, but I may not
have enough for everyone.
Once again, I’m ready to rock my 20th year. I hope you are with
me! If you are on Instagram, follow my classroom page at
mrs_a_hunzeker_classroom. I have found this to be a better so-

Mrs. Bowen’s Classroom
“Supply Suggestions”
7th & 8th Grade English
(2) 1 inch 3-ring binder (preferably the ones with a plastic
cover sleeve on the front)
- 1 pack of plastic sheet covers (optional but helpful)
-1 pack of colored pencils
-Pencils
-Paper (notebooks including a package of loose leaf)
-Yellow, pink and green highlighter
-Composition book (9 ¾” X 7 ½”)-this is for journal writing and
definitions
-Ear buds (optional but helpful)
By Mrs. Bowen

Humboldt Community Thrift Store
Come into the thrift store to find the treasure you have been looking for! Come in and checkout our inside specials during the
month of August. Take $1.00 off your purchase when you bring
this article with you to the store. (Purchase must be a minimum of
$2.00 plus no expiration date!) Profits made from the store go
back into the Humboldt Community.
Hours:
Monday: 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to Noon
RED BASKET DAYS: August 20, 24, 25, and 27
Accepting donations during store hours. Use the west door.

Fifth Grade

Fourth Grade Changes
It’s back to school time! There will be many changes as the students return to school. We are sure the students have grown and
changed over the summer. Another change is that there will be
two sections of fourth grade. Mrs. Heather Leuenberger will be
joining Mrs. Lisa Wittrock in teaching fourth grade. Mrs. Leuenberger has been teaching special education for the last seven
years. We are excited to have her join the HTRS family.
Mrs. Leuenberger will be teaching language arts to both sections,
while Mrs. Wittrock will teach math to both sections. This will be
a benefit because all students will receive the same instruction.
The students will also have a change as Mrs. Donna Railsback
teaches 4-8th grade science classes.
The students will also see a change in how they learn. We will be
introducing the students to Growth Mindset. We will learn about
the Power of Yet, how we can change our mindset by changing
our words, and how to set and achieve our goals.
The fourth grade classrooms are located at the north end of the
second floor (in the old building). For those of you that have been
around for a while, they’re across from the old music room.
The following supplies are suggested for the fourth grade:
 4 wide ruled single subject spiral notebooks
 Pencils and pencil top erasers
 Crayons
 Colored pencils
 Small bottle of glue and stick glue
 Scissors
 Pencil box or pencil bag
 3 folders with pockets
 Kleenex
1 3-ring binder (2 inch works the best) (No Trapper Keepers) Do
not need right away.
By Mrs. Wittrock and Mrs. Leuenberger

Welcome to Titan Island!!! We are going to have so much fun
this year on our island. I can’t wait for Open House Night, so
you can come visit the island. There are some things you will
need to bring with you when you come. Here is the list of items
to bring:














PE shoes – you will need to change shoes before PE time
Crayons
Colored Pencils
Markers
Scissors
Glue bottle or glue sticks
Pencils – 12
Pencil box or bag
Erasers – any kind you like (clic erasers erase well)
Spiral notebooks – 5
Earbuds or headphones
Kleenex
Book Bag

So pack your bags and get ready to join me on Titan Island for
an adventure of a year!!!
By Mrs.
Standerford

Sixth Grade News
I hope everyone had a fun and relaxing summer break. This past summer
has really flown by for my family and me. Sometimes I feel like we are
busier in the summer than during the school year. This summer my family
and I were very busy with baseball, basketball, cub scouts, bible school,
and swimming. I spent a good portion of my summer teaching driver’s
education, taking a college class, and teaching summer school. We were
able to go on a vacation the first week in July. We spent our first day at
the Field of Dreams Baseball Field and National Toy Museum in Dyersville, Iowa. The next two days were spent in Chicago where we visited the
Willis Tower, Millennium Park, Navy Pier, and Wrigley Field. After our
Chicago stop, we visited the Wisconsin Dells where we spent time at some
awesome water parks. Our last stop was at Lake Okoboji in Iowa for the 4th
of July. Although I love summer, I am always ready to get back to school
come August.
This will be an exciting school year because we get to move to a new
classroom on the 3rd floor. We should have some very strong leg muscles
by the end of the school year climbing all the stairs. You will also have the
chance to take DARE this first semester, which is something the 6th graders
always look forward to. I am also excited to be able to teach many of you
again. For most of you, this will be my third year as your teacher. Three
years ago I was writing a letter similar to this to you when you were getting ready to start third grade.
I have put together a list of school supplies you will need for the following
school year.
 4 notebooks
 2 - 3 pocket folders
 Ruler with standard and metric measurements
 Pencils
 Pencil-top erasers
 1 box Expo dry-erase markers
 Black or blue pens
 Highlighters
 1 box of washable markers
 16-24 crayon box
 Elmer’s liquid glue
 Glue stick
 1 package of colored pencils
 Pair of scissors
 2 boxes of tissues and/or hand sanitizer
 PE shoes
I hope everyone enjoys the rest of their summer. I’m really looking forward to an exciting and new school year.
By Taylor Dunekacke

