SEPTEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER

HOME OF THE TITANS

Sherri Edmundson, Superintendent
We have had a great start to the 2018-19 school year. It has
been wonderful having students and staff back on campus.
Please remember the bus loading and unloading zone in front of
the school. Do not pass a bus with the stop sign out. We are
asking that parents do not drive down Central Street half an hour
before school starts and half an hour after school is out. We
have many students crossing the street at that time and busses
being loaded and unloaded, and are very concerned about the
safety of our students. The loading and unloading area is in the
concrete part of the parking lot and will be marked as soon as
signs come in!
This is a busy time of year with football, golf, volleyball, music,
FFA, and many more activities going on. Please take this time
to help your student learn to manage their time so that they can
maintain good grades while being involved in the activities that
are important to them.
The summer lunch program was a huge
success. We want to make sure we
thank everyone involved with that. We
hope it will continue into future summers!
Go Titans!

Driver Education News

Lisa Othmer, Principal
Welcome back Titans!
The HTRS staff is excited to welcome
everyone back to school. The September article always gives me a chance to
share the new things happening at
HTRS and revisit our systems of support that empower our students to be successful academically and stay healthy physically,
socially, and emotionally.
According to an article published by Edutopia May 20th 2015,
Dr. Marilyn Price-Mitchell expresses that, “Children who develop resilience are better able to face disappointment, learn from
failure, cope with loss, and adapt to change.” So then the question becomes, how do we support students here at school and
communicate with parents so that the skills can be reinforced at
home? This year, we have built time into the elementary and
middle schools schedule to address these needs. Elementary
teachers will be using the Second Step curriculum. Second Step
curriculum will help children learn how to make friends, manage
their emotions, solve problems, and deal with peer pressure. In
addition to this, the elementary students have guidance time with
school counselor, Dan Ingwersen once a week to reinforce these
concepts. The 7th and 8th graders will be taking a quarterly leadership class using the Habitudes curriculum. The Habitudes curriculum addresses the following:



This past summer twelve students completed the driver education
program at HTRS. Students completed twenty hours of in class
instruction and six hours of driving instruction. I would like to
thank Kelly Shupp from Community Insurance Group for speaking to our students about car insurance.

The 2019 Driver’s Education class is scheduled to take place
from May 20-24. Students must have a learners permit to be in
driver’s education. If your child is interested in taking driver’s
education or you have any questions, please contact me at taylordunekacke@htrstitans.org.
Reasons to take Driver’s Education
1. Most insurance companies will lower your insurance
2. Driver’s Education helps teens to learn the details of the
road
3. Teens get more experience behind the wheel
4. Teens gain more confidence
5. Drive tests are completed in Humboldt rather than with
the DMV
By Taylor Dunekacke

How to break free from peer pressure and influence others in positive ways.
Experience greater empathy and minimize bullying
among students.
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Nurse’s Notes



ACCEPTING DONATIONS DURING STORE HOURS. USE THE WEST DOOR

Now that we have settled in after a wonderful summer break, I
have a few reminders for this school year. All required updated
immunizations and physicals for kinder gar ten, 7th grade, and
out of state new students are due by September 17, 2018. This
is the Monday after the Richardson County fair, so please use
the two days off of school if you need to complete these state
requirements. Students not having the above requirements may
be excluded from school on this date until physicals are completed. If you have any questions, please contact the school.
Also remember, that the school is not able to give your child
medication unless a parent signature is on file. The OTC (over
the counter) medication form can now be found on our website.
If there is specific over the counter medication you would like
your child to have, it is required to be in its original container,
with the label, parent signature, and written instructions. I will
not be able to give a medication that you put in a Ziploc bag and
write the name on the bag. We have recently added a few new
forms to be available on the website, so go ahead and check it
out.




Embrace a growth mindset that values hard work and resilience.
Capitalize on personal strengths to be career-ready upon
graduation
Develop critical thinking skills that produce better life
choices, such as choosing healthy friends, improving
study habits, and setting goals.

HTRS has many academic supports and I will be sharing one of
those with you every other month in the newsletter. The HTRS
systems of support is quite extensive so to fully understand what
we offer our students I will chunk the information. Our systems
of support all fall under the MTSS umbrella (Multi-Tiered Systems of Support). RTI Response to intervention

Take a look at the school policies concerning illness. Now that
we are all back together, we tend to share our germs. Remember, the student should be free of vomiting, diarrhea, and fever
for 24 hours before returning to school. If he/she has a fever
over 100.1, they will be sent home from school.
Please keep us up to date as far as any medical needs of your
child. Thank you for your cooperation.
I am looking forward to a great school year!
By Laura Leech, School Nurse
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Tier one supports ALL students with core instruction in the classroom. Tier two supports students in a small group setting where
they receive a targeted intervention. For example, a reading assessment might show that a few 1st graders need help sounding
out words. These 1st graders would receive small group instruction for 30 minutes every day with a highly qualified teacher/
interventionist that would work with them on that skill until they
3

reached the assessment benchmark. If a student does not make
progress in a five week period the RTI team would then make a
decision to either change the intervention, or increase the 30 minute intervention time. ALL students move to a small group setting during their designated time so no one is ever singled out.
Tier three of the support system addresses students that have significant learning disabilities and have individualized plans. Next
month, I will discuss the SAT (Student Assistance Team) process.

"Empowering all learners for tomorrow’s challenges
#titanpride.” As we really look into the lenses of the classroom
learning and see that each course has something to offer each student to help them become more dependable, more aware of time
constraints, more willing to say “yes” to any task, and many more
soft skills, as well as the academic learning, we know we have
done our task set before us as teachers and staff. Please, come see
me as I would love to talk more about being well rounded!

This summer was the 1st annual Jump Start program. Thirty students ranging in grade levels K-6 signed up for the program this
past April before school got out for the summer. Jump Start gave
these students the opportunity to practice core skills before school
actually began. Students were placed into small grade level
groups and worked on reading and math skills with a little recess
time in between. We are hoping to offer this again next summer.

There are many happenings at HTRS School. Please use all our
resources to find out what those might be, such as the newly developed Titan Home Page, our local newspapers doing articles on
our school, the radio announcements, and finally your student,
grandchild, niece or nephew, just talk with them. Parents, be sure
to use your PowerSchool login. If you do not have one, call Mrs.
Withers at school and she is more than willing to help you. Feel
free to email the teachers by using the web page to find those
email addresses.

HTRS is very excited to welcome several new staff members to
our team. Brittany Freeman is our receptionist and is the first face
you will see when you enter the building. Donna Anderes will be
in Mrs. Zenter’s pre-school room as a para-educator, Sheila Snodgrass is joining the SPED department as a para-educator. Brandy
Vandalsen is also new to the para-educator team. New to the
teaching staff is Brittney Gauthier 1st grade, Gabe Gauthier secondary social studies, Alecia Gerdes special education, Megan
Howe secondary math, Heather Leuenberger 4th grade, Mary
Moser secondary science and Delaney Roberts pre-school. Last
but not least, Diana Platt joins HTRS as a speech pathologist. We
are extremely fortunate to have these wonderful people join the
HTRS school community.

Let’s work together to keep rockin’ those HTRS Titans! I will
keep my light burning until next time.
By Mrs. Mezger

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.
#TitanPride
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Technology

High School Guidance
By Karen Mezger

Greetings from Mrs. Mezger and welcome to the 2018-2019
school year!
We are in session and rockin’ with #titanpride with our first
ever street dance by the HTRS STARS Leadership Group behind us! Before we know it, homecoming will be upon us!

We opened the school year with thoughts on “being the nice
kid” in which we have two new banners for that very purpose,
please stop by to see them. Along with that, we talked about the
concept “a well-rounded student.” So I did what any young
high school person would do and I GOOGLED it! Yea for me.
This is what I found, “The definition of well-rounded is someone who is skilled, capable or knowledgeable in a lot of different things, or something that covers a lot of different areas or
subjects. An example of a well-rounded person is someone
who is good in school, plays sports and has a good relationship
with his family.” www.yourdictionary.com/well-rounded
With that said, students often ask, “Why do I have to take computers? Why do I have to be in a fine arts class? Why do I ….”
Get the picture? As I visited several places of employment in
Falls City this summer, I could see firsthand why all skills in
high school are needed to help develop a well-rounded young
person ready to embark on the challenges of the future. Again
I’m reminded of our mission statement at HTRS School,
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New Website
If you haven’t already found the new school website,
you will want to check it out at htrstitans.com. It has
a new look, better organization, and is user friendly.
There are buttons at the top of every page that link
you to the different pages and information like news, forms, and
events. I want to take this time to preview some items with you.
The first item is the calendars. There are now four calendars for the
school. These are: district, high school, middle school, and elementary.
You can view them by clicking on the school or district. The district
calendar has events that are important to the whole district. An example
would be the board meetings. The high school calendar has events that
are important to just the high school. An example would be the volleyball and football games. The middle school calendar has events that are
important to the middle school. An example would be their volleyball
and football games. The elementary calendar has events that are important to the elementary. An example would be a field trip.
Another item of interest is the news that is available on each school
site. No matter what school site you go to, there is some news. Each
news item will be important to that school group. Sometimes it will be
the same and other times is could be different. For example, the elementary student’s Titan Tickets news would be about the students who
won a special achievement in the drawing. Middle school might be
about robotics or other academic awards. High school could be about
achievements in sports or academics. You can also find a digital copy
of the newsletter, The BOLT.
A new item this year is the “Scoreboard.” Here you can find a schedule
of games, dates, and times. The next day after the games, you can go to
the school website and click on the “Scoreboard” to find out the score.
Don’t miss that important phone call from school!
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Please read, fill out, and return all school forms if you haven’t already
done so. Please be sure that your correct phone numbers are on the
enrollment form for your child/children.
The Swift K-12 pr ogr am wor ks with the phone number infor mation entered into your child’s PowerSchool account. This information is entered using the enrollment and Alert form. Messages are
sent as voice, text, or email. You determine how you want to be contacted for school closings, school event reminders, low lunch balances,
etc. so that you are informed and engaged in your child’s school activities.
If you have selected to stop a text message on your phone, then you will
get 0 (zero) messages. It tells the system you don’t want to be contacted. If this has happened to you, contact me so that I can fix it.
If you need to change or edit your phone contact information, please
email Mrs. Withers at glenawithers@htrstitans.org. By doing it this
way, I can check that the number is entered correctly and I can email
you back that the contact has been updated.
Power School has a new website.
The new website for PowerSchool is htrs.nebps.org/public. If you want
to check your student’s grades or pay for meals you must use this new
website.
Pay for meals using e-Funds for Schools is an electronic payment
service by a third party vendor. It works along with PowerSchool so
that you can deposit money into your child’s meal account. If you have
forgotten your password, you will need to contact them. You use it just
like you would any other online payment option. You can set it up so
that you pay with a debt card, credit card or your checking account and
bank. There is also a link on the website.

HUMBOLDT COMMUNITY THRIFT STORE
SEPTEMBER SPECIAL: Shorts capris, jeans, slacks, skirts…ALL
BOTTOMS are HALF PRICE! We still have a wide selection of
bottoms available. Come in and get yours while they last! Bring
this ad to the store and get $1.00 off of your purchase.
(Minimum purchase must be $2.00). Profits from the store go
back into the community.
Titan Wear 1/2 price: August 20/24 Husker Wear 1/2 price:
August 31/September 1.
Extended Hours during the Richardson County Fair: September
18, 19, and 20: 10:00-3:00 p.m. daily. (Closed during the parade.)
Hours:
Monday: 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to Noon
RED BASKET DAYS: SEPTEMBER 28 AND 29

Yearbook News
By now, you should have received your 2018 yearbook. We
should have some leftovers after distribution; if you missed out
last year, please email me at brittanyrogers@htrstitans.org and let
me know that you would like one for $45. While you're at it, order a 2019 book while they're still $35!

As always, if you have a question or need assistance, you can contact
Mrs. Withers at glenawithers@htrstitans.org.

I'm really looking forward to this year's book. I can't wait to start
the planning process and to see what great ideas this year's staff
comes up with.

By Glena Withers

By Brittany Rogers
6

15

Hello from the K-8 Guidance Office
Thank Goodness

Notes from the Music Department
Saturday, September 8 - Table Rock Festival 4:00pm
6-7-8 Marching Band
Sunday, September 9 - 6:00pm Coronation pr actice
for Jazz Band and Show Choir. Jazz Band will pick up
equipment from the school at 5:15pm. Show Choir
members will meet at the square at 5:45pm
Wednesday, September 12 - Coronation 7:00pm J azz
Band, Show Choir, and 4th grade will be performing. A
note will be sent home with details.
Thursday, September 13 - Richardson County Fair
parade 11:00am High School and 6-7-8 Marching bands

Friday, September 14 - Richardson County Fair parade 11:00am High School and 6-7-8 Marching bands
Saturday, September 15 - Richardson County Fair parade 11:00am High School and 6-7-8 Marching bands
By Sarah Volker

We have so much to be thankful for as we begin a new school
year. We will meet new people, make new friends, rekindle our
relationships, catch up with a favorite teacher, para…enjoy the
delicious school lunches. I am thankful for your participation
with the Backpack program. I am thankful that we have the
means to help others in a very subtle but important way.
Let’s get it Started Uh HuH
We will be getting under way with our Leadership teams in both
7th and 8th grade, setting the stage for leadership roles in the high
school years and beyond.
Our mentors groups will again be helping out with the preschool students. 7th grade mentors will travel to Table Rock to
work with around 20 students in the pre-school there, while our
8th grade mentors will work with over 40 pre-school students
here at the HTRS site. Bring your smiles, patience, and crayons.
I know what you did last Summer
June Jam was as fun and educational as always, it was nice to
see our younger students stepping up to take on new challenges
and exciting to see our older students filling in the leadership
roles at this annual event. Thank you to Mrs. Mezger and way to
go TITANS!!
Who’s New
We have quite a few new students and staff in the hallways here
at HTRS. Please don’t hesitate to be the best Titan you can be
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and, yes, go out of your way to welcome our newest students and
staff with a friendly smile, a hallway greeting, or a sit down
lunch… you’ll find a way.
Your Mom and Dad said what?
Reminder: Like Bambi’s mom and my dad use to say…If you
don’t have anything good to say, don’t say anything at all.
By Mr. Ingwersen, Counselor

Happenings in Mrs. Stalder’s Room
Once again this year, the 7th and 8th graders will be participating
in First Lego League (FLL) Robotics. This year’s theme is “Into
Orbit.” Students will work with their teams to solve a real-world
problem with the project. They will also plan and build a robot
and then program it to solve missions for the robot game. Students will be working on this during the 1st quarter of modules
class. Those teams chosen to move on will participate in the Nebraska City qualifier on Saturday, January 26th.

Library News










We are looking forward to a great year in the library!
Kindergarten and first grades are allowed to check out one
book at a time.
Second through fourth grades may check out two books.
Fifth through twelfth grades may check out three books.
Students need to return their books on time.
Fines for late returns are assessed to grades 7 – 12.
Notes are sent home periodically to show parents what books
are overdue.
Please help your student be responsible with their books.
Helping your child to read is one of the greatest gifts you can
give them!

By Sara Kappel

Tidbits From the “Title Team”
Take a look at the enclosed insert called “Home and School Connection.” The September issue gives tips on helping your child
achieve A Great Beginning to the school year, as well as ways to
Strengthen Social Skills with your child.

The high school robotics team will be competing in the First
Tech Challenge (FTC). This year’s theme is “Rover Ruckus.”
We will be attending this year’s kick-off event at Innovation
Studio in Lincoln on Saturday, September 8th from 10:30 a.m.
until 12 noon. All team members are encouraged to attend.
The Info Tech class will be working with some new curriculum
this year. In addition to learning and reviewing Microsoft Word
and Excel, students will be introduced to computer science
through code.org. Using code’s Computer Science Discoveries
program, our students will complete units in “Problem Solving,”
“Web Development,” and coding “Games and Animation.” If
time allows, we will cover units in “The Design Process,” “Data
and Society,” and “Physical Computing.” I’m really excited to
introduce our students to this information. I had the opportunity
to travel to Atlanta in June to spend a week at Teacher Con for
training for this free curriculum. All of the training and travel
expenses were covered by code.org. During the school year, I
will be meeting with other teachers from Nebraska who are also
using code.org.
By Cindy Stalder

By Ashlee Meyer and Dennette Wheeler
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Basketball Camp

Mrs. Zentner’s Preschool Room

This past June, the HTRS Boys’ Basketball team put on a basketball camp for students in grades K-8. Campers improved their
basketball fundamentals by working on dribbling, pivoting,
shooting, and passing.

Reading is an important part of our preschool classroom environment and routine. It’s important to help children learn to love
books so that they will be excited to learn to read. We read
books together in a large group at least twice every day. Our centers include books. There are books in the block center, house
center, science center, listening center, and building center. In the
book center, children can look at books independently, with a
friend, or with an adult. We talk about how to take care of books,
the parts of a book, and what authors and illustrators do. We create class books with each student contributing their own page.
Here are some suggestions from www.reachoutandread.org about
reading with your preschool child.







Free throw competition winners from left to right: Hunter
Bohling 6th grade, Johnathan Koch 5th grade, Kameon Dettmann
4th grade, Ty Dunekacke 3rd grade, Preston Mezger 2nd grade,
Tate Dunekacke 1st grade, and Isaiah Zost kindergarten. (Photos
courtesy of Sandy Stalder)
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Have your child sit close or on your lap while reading.
Ask questions about the story.
Let your child tell you stories.
Make weekly visits to a library so your child can choose
more books.
It’s ok to read the same book over many times.
Children like…
longer books that tell stories;
books without words;
alphabet and counting books;
books about families, friends, and going to school;
and a book at bedtime.

By Eileen Zentner
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Fourth Grade
Fourth grade is off to a great start! We have two sections of fourth
grade this year. Mrs. Leuenberger is new to HTRS and will be
teaching language arts which encompasses reading, spelling, grammar skills, and writing. Mrs. Wittrock is teaching math and Nebraska history/social studies.
In language arts, we began the year with “Because of Winn-Dixi.”
The Big Idea is “Helping brings out the best in us.” Our Essential
Question asks, “How do friends help each other?” We focused on
story structure, how to summarize, writing complete sentences, and
the short and long a sound in spelling.
Review of place value is how our math class began. We are currently building on adding and subtracting multi-digit numbers. While in
history class, we have finished up our studies of Nebraska’s State
Symbols. The class will be participating in a state postcard exchange with other schools across the nation. We will keep you updated as we receive postcards from other states.
We are incorporating growth mindset into our classrooms. Change
your thinking, change your mindset! Growth Mindset focuses on the
process of learning and accepting that mistakes help us learn. People with a Fixed Mindset will avoid challenges, give up easily, ignore feedback, do not like others to succeed, and try to appear smart
or capable. People with a Growth Mindset embrace challenges, give
best effort, use feedback to learn, are encouraged and inspired by
the success of others, and believe that they can learn new things if
they work hard. We will be encouraging the fourth graders to use
the “Power of Yet!” Rather than saying “I’m not good at math!” we
can say “I’m not good at math yet!” We will be working on an interactive notebook throughout the year, discussing ways to grow and
learn, and incorporating the “Power of Yet” into our daily conversations.

5th Grade News
Survivor: Titan Island is in full swing. We are going to out study,
out learn, and out perform this year. On the first day of school,
each student picked a bandana with our survivor classroom logo
on it. The bandana colors picked placed each student in their tribe.
As a group, the tribes will have challenges to complete throughout
the year. It has been a fun, first few weeks of school. The fifth
grade will be going to Colonial Acres once a month for the adopta-grandparent day. The students always enjoy going out there to
do crafts or play bingo with their grandparent. On September 7th,
the fifth grade willbe attending the Living History Day in Table
Rock. This is a day filled with learning about how people lived in
past times. It is amazing how things used to be done. Happy
fall!!!
By Mrs. Standerford

Titan Island
Important Notice
If you know of someone outside of our school district that would
like to receive the newsletter, they must notify the school in order to be added to the mailing list. You may contact Joan Dreier
at joandreier@htrstitans.org. Please be sure and give your complete mailing address.

By Mrs. Leuenberger and Mrs. Wittrock
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