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HTRS continues to impress me. We have such a great group of
young men and women. We focus on the good and know that
the good outweighs the rest!
We have spent a lot of time since school has started on “Stomp
Out Bullying” and “Always Be Kind.” Our student body has
done a great job of embracing this and helping other students in
need.
Thank you to all the parents and students that have made the
flow in the parking lot go much more smoothly by dropping off
students and parking in the designated drop off spots. It is safer
for students and busses by doing this. It also does not plug up
the parking lot. We hope that we can continue to improve our
facilities.

HTRS Schools
810 Central Avenue
Humboldt, NE 68376

I encourage patrons to follow the chain of command. If you
have a question or concern, please address it with the teacher
and/or coach first. The second line of that chain is the principal,
then the superintendent, and then the school board. I know it’s
easy to catch a board member because you see them at a ballgame or at the grocery store, but most of the time they don’t
know what you are talking about and can’t help you until you’ve
talked with the teacher or coach.
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As winter approaches, please remember that students may be
walking to or from school in the dark, so please be more aware
around the school zone. In addition, please make sure your student brings a coat. It is going to stop raining some day and turn
to snow. Can you imagine if the rain we’ve received the past
month had all been snow?
The school year is already a quarter over. Parent/teacher conferences have been held. We’ve finished initial testing and have
started interventions. We look forward to a great academic
school year. Go Titans!

Greetings Titans!
It has been quite some time since I have found a cheesy quote to
start my newsletter article. However, since it was homecoming
season, and I have seen a lot of HTRS alumni visiting the building, it just seems fitting to get a little mushy.
“Home is a place you grow up wanting to leave, and grow old
wanting to get back to.” ~ John Ed Pearce
You see, when I was growing up we moved so much that I really
never had a place to go back to. For me, going home was more
about the people than the place. When students come home,
whether it be from college, a job far away, or the military, and
they choose to visit school, it’s always about the people they
want to see. What a great feeling they give all of us when they
make that choice! It reminds me of the theme song from cheers.
It is about the people!

Journie Vaughan, Senior
Journie is the daughter of Dena Vaughan and the older sister of Paislee VaughanTaiclet. She enjoys hanging
out with friends, playing with
Paislee, and working. Her
favorite teacher is Mary
Moser, but her favorite class
is government with Mr.
Gauthier. Journie is involved
with band, leadership, mentoring, PIK, NHS, and was
also this year's runner-up Richardson County fair queen. After
high school, she is going to attend Southeast Community College in Lincoln to get her Associates Degree in Nursing. Journie’s biggest inspiration has been Mrs. Kappel. The one lesson she learned over her years is that, “Your friends aren’t
always your friends.” Her favorite school memory was Logan’s will to her at prom her sophomore year.
By Ronnie Schiffbauer

“You wanna go where people know,
people ar e all the same,
You wanna go where everybody knows
your name.”
2
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Homecoming at HTRS is
always full of traditions. It
starts with dress up days
and hall decorating and
culminates in the crowning
of the king and queen followed by a dance. The student council, under the advisement of sponsor Mary
Moser, did an outstanding
job organizing the activities and dance.

Holly Twyman - Senior
Holly Twyman is the
daughter of Megan and
Wesley Twyman, her siblings are Tylar Twyman
and Jordan Twyman. Holly
plans on finding a good
college close to home that
has a very good nursing
program. She said, “It is
exciting being a senior, because she knows she’s so close to being an adult and she can finally start doing what she wants in life.” She plans on going to
college for nursing and she wants to get her RN so she can start
working in a hospital. Holly said. “She sometimes loves coming
to school and going to her classes and seeing all of her friends
but waking up early in the morning every day kind of stinks.”
What Holly likes about school is that the teachers help her try to
succeed in life and prepare her for the future. Her favorite year of
high school has to be her senior year because it is less stressful.
Her favorite thing about her senior year is that she is able to take
classes that she couldn’t take when she was an underclassmen,
like anatomy. Anatomy is her favorite class so far because she
can learn so much about the human body and she finds it fascinating.

This year the HTRS Royal
Court included freshmen:
Nic Knudson and Ellie
Schaardt, sophomore attendants: Natalie Novak and Austin Herr, junior attendants:
Kaitlyn Frey and Matthew Curtis, and senior king and queen
candidates were: Grace Kanel, Anastasia Popham, Matilyn
Stalder, Bethany Worthey, Teddy Bohling, Conner Bredemeier,
Hunter Hain, and Caleb Tackett. Conner Bredemeier and Grace
Kanel were crowned king and queen for the 2018-2019 school
year. Congratulations to everyone that was nominated!
There has been a lot of information circulating about the Juuling
problem at HTRS. I received a mass e-mail from 300 school administrators about this issue. I shared what HTRS has been
through, and how we handled it. The HTRS district is working to
put together an informational meeting that will be open for anyone to attend, stay tuned for more information. The more we educate ourselves the easier it is to be proactive instead of reactive.
Students in grades K-8
tastic job with PBIS

By Larissa Goings
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have been doing a fanexpectations. For the
3

months of August and September they have been awarded with
405 Titan tickets! Students earn tickets for simply following our
building expectations. On October 19th, we started the implementation process for grades 9-12. The goal is to address common
area expectations first and then come up with a plan to communicate those expectations to our secondary students.
TrueSchool Selects 15 Schools for Education Innovation
Fellowship in Nebraska (October 3, 2018)
Congratulations HTRS Elementary!
Introducing the True Team:
B. J. Freeman, Kindergarten
Brittney Gauthier, 1st Grade
Deserae Frey, 1st Grade
Jaime Frey, 3rd Grade
Kari Lottman, Assistant Principal
Lisa Othmer, Principal
TrueSchool is proud to announce the selection of 15 schools in
Nebraska to participate in its 2018-2019 TrueSchool Innovation
Fellowship. The project, fully funded by the W. K. Kellogg Foundation, is an intensive, collaborative effort aimed at improving
literacy among students, pre-kindergarten to third grade.
Dr. John Skretta, Superintendent of the Norris School District and
President of the Nebraska Association of School Administrators,
one of the chosen participants, states that “TrueSchool is known
as a highly innovative organization that encourages the right
things. Whether change is incremental or transformational, we
know that the opportunity to leverage a TrueSchool fellowship
will put us in connection with an amazing community of educators who are committed to serving students.”
The TrueSchool Innovation Fellowship provides a $15,000 scholarship per school to cover the full cost of year-long programmatic
4

As I sign off, may we all remember to be a little kinder, a little
nicer, and, most of all, share that with #titanpride. My light continues to burn brightly.
By Mrs. Mezger

No School
November 14th
Pioneer Conference Play
Production competition hosted
by HTRS
No School
November 22nd and 23rd
Thanksgiving Vacation

1:30 Dismissal
November 9th
In-Service
November 21st
Thanksgiving Break
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You might be wondering, “What about the students not planning
on college?” We hope the day will also enlighten them as we will
talk about apprenticeships and the possibilities of finding the job
that will make them happy. Life is about finding a job that brings
happiness, not about just having a job, but a love of a passion.
Our students are busy young people, trying to find their way in
life and I hope each day that they can depend on all of us to help
them be successful. It is all about building relationships as parents, grandparents, or other significant adults in their lives. Be
there, support them, and listen to them; you might be quite
amazed to find out who they really are!
HTRS STARS have been busy with the STOMP OUT BULLYING campaign with Kaitlyn Frey and Lauren Nanninga cochairing the event that climaxed with releasing 19 orange balloons carrying out the message by a person who coined the
phrase, #bekindCW. Each day it is our responsibility to show that
kindness to all students and staff by being present and thinking of
others. Next, will be Red Ribbon Week with co-chairmen Conner
Bredemeier, Hunter Hain, Cody Hazen and Caleb Tackett. Their
theme is about being helpful and not hurtful to create a
HEALTHY ME. October 23rd to 31st was a time to celebrate the
movement to STOMP OUT DRUGS in our lives. HTRS Mentoring kicked off by helping the Red Ribbon Committee with the
weeklong activities. Watch for more news on that next month.
October 31st the Prevention is Key (PIK) students helped the
Humboldt Chamber have a Halloween celebration downtown in
the square for all young people in our school area. October 31st
also was the day we kicked off the annual fundraiser, FRUIT
SALES. Those sales will continue until November 12th. If you are
not contacted to purchase a very good fruit product, meat, cheese,
or nuts for your Christmas holiday, please call the school and
place your order with secretary, Brittany Freeman.
Seniors, remember the Susan Thompson Buffet Scholarship will
be opening and everyone needs to consider this scholarship.
Please look up the guidelines and we will talk about it in our next
Class of 2019 session!
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and coaching support. Only two states, North Carolina and Nebraska were selected.
Selected schools will each create teams made up of three to six
members, including the principal and at least two teacher leaders.
These teams, with the assistance of TrueSchool’s specialized program and experienced coaches, will “lead a school-wide innovation effort with a focus on equity, academic achievement, socialemotional support, and 21st century learning” said TrueSchool
CEO Amy Vreeland. “Educators working on the ground know
their school, student, and community needs best. We provide the
time, process, and support to enable their leadership potential to
flourish and their bold ideas to come to life.”
The chosen participants in Nebraska represent a mixture of suburban, urban, and rural school districts from across the state. Of the
5,318 students attending these academic institutions, 1,666 are
minority students, while 4,036 are white. A majority of students
of the chosen schools receive free or reduced lunch.
The selected schools, all elementary schools, include: Betz, Twin
Ridge, and Twin Springs in Bellevue School District; A.B. Newell, Engleman, Gates, and Knickrehm in Grand Island Public
School District; Humboldt Table Rock Steinauer Elementary in
Humboldt; Ezra Millard, Rockwell, Wheeler, and Willowdale in
Millard Public Schools; Mullen Elementary in Mullen Public
Schools; Norris Elementary in Norris School District; and Chapman Elementary in Northwest Public Schools.
TrueSchool, based in New Orleans, has worked with over 1,500
educators in 108 schools who are effecting change for more than
200,000 students in cities across the United States, including Chicago, Los Angeles, New Orleans, and Oakland.
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The W.K. Kellogg Foundation, founded in 1930, is one of the
world’s largest private foundations. It works with communities
around the world to improve conditions for vulnerable children.

High School Guidance
By Karen Mezger
Welcome to November, it will be interesting to see if we continue
with the snowfall from today as we move into the next month. I
am going to keep watch on the “wise wisdom sayings” that my
mom likes to pass on: first snow fall on the 14th of October means
we will have at least 14 snowfalls, everyone ready?

Team members include: Principal, Lisa Othmer, Brittney Gauthier, Deserae Frey, Jaime Frey, B. J. Freeman, and Assistant Principal, Kari Lottman

Sixpence
The Sixpence families met for their September socialization. The
theme was “Fall Fun.” A brainstorming session was held to come
up with fun fall activities to enjoy as a family. A craft time was
held and torn paper apples were made. All kinds of apple related
snacks were served. Families each received an item to add to their
kitchen collection to help in the preparation of some fall foods!

By Amy Werts and Sue Ann Tripp
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That brings me to the reason the school secretaries make telephone calls home to every student missing from school each day.
The students often say “we are just nosey.” We are not, as more
importantly we care about the safety of our students. As they
drive to school with the recent weather conditions, it is always
better to be safe than sorry. So the telephone calls will continue in
hopes to keep our students safe. More importantly, if parents/
guardians just call in to let us know where the students are, we do
not have to be concerned.
I am so excited on the eve of the Apply2College Day that will be
in the history books by the time you read this. This is our first
year cycle on the College Access Grant through the Education
Quest Foundation and we are making the best of it. With the help
of Mrs. Rogers and Mrs. Dreier we hope to help guide our young
students into a meaningful postsecondary career. We will have
former grads talking both from the point of current college happenings to those grads that have been out of college and into the
“real world” working on their careers. We will also feature our
five community businesses that helped to secure our grant: American National Bank, Humboldt Implement, StateLine Ag, State
Bank of Table Rock, and The Bank of Steinauer. For next
month’s news article I hope to tell you how informative the day
really was for our seniors. The day will conclude with the Education Quest presentation to both juniors and seniors and their parents concerning money for college.
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Assistant
Pr incipal NEWS
Written by Kari Lottman

QUICK REMINDER
It is time again to turn in the Box Tops for Education and the
Our Family UPC codes that you have collected all summer.
Please remember to keep saving them and turn them in anytime during the school year to Linda Rash or the library. Every
little bit helps. Thanks for your support.
By Linda Rash

Ellie Schaardt – Titan Student of the Month
Ellie, a freshman at HTRS, is HTRS’s Titan Student of the
Month, which mean she gets to park up in front of the school.
She enjoys reading, hanging out with her friends, and playing
with her dog. She is involved in many school activities: volleyball, basketball, track, show choir, jazz band, mentoring, leadership, PIK, FCA, and FFA. Her favorite subject in school is English, and her favorite food is a tie between carrots and mashed
potatoes. In her free time, Ellie enjoys swimming and organizing
her room “a lot.” Her biggest strengths are being a truthful person, a hard worker, and being kind to others. When asked about
being Titan Student of the Month, she said, “I was surprised, but
I really like the parking spot I get. I am also glad that the school
is doing this.”
By Ronnie Schiffbauer
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Veterans Day Facts
Veterans Day is celebrated every year on November 11th. Here
are some facts about Veterans Day that you can share with your
children:
1) Veterans Day is always observed on November 11th.
2) On Veterans Day, Americans honor all living military
veterans.
3) Veterans Day is celebrated with speeches and parades
across the United States.
4) The holiday began as Armistice Day on November
11, 1919, the first anniversary of the end of World
War I.
5) In 1926, Congress passed a resolution for an annual
observance.
6) In 1938, November 11th became a national holiday.
7) In 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed
legislation changing the name to Veterans Day in
order to honor veterans of all American wars.
Source: www.kidskonnect.com
Reunification Plan
The Richardson County Emergency Management Team
(RCEM) conducted a meeting with the Falls City Rural Fire
Department, Falls City Ambulance, Humboldt Fire Department,
Humboldt Rescue Squad, and administrators from HTRS, Falls
City Public and Falls City Sacred Heart. The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss a plan for reunification of our students
with their parents if an event would occur that would require us
to evacuate our school building. There was a lot of great ideas
7

and conversation which resulted in a draft of a plan. The RCEM
team will put together a plan and return it to the school for a final
overview. Following the finalization of a plan, we will send out
information to our parents and will want to conduct a walkthrough drill to see what will need to be adjusted in the plan.
Titan Ticket Winners
The following students won the monthly drawing for our PBIS
Titan Ticket drawing. They got to choose from various prizes including treasure box, eating with their teacher, extra recess, get
out of 9th hour free, and more.
Pre-School-Spencer Milke
Kindergarten-Jesse Bachman
First Grade-Bentley Weant
Second Grade-Lexus Tichy
Third Grade-Justin Hoagland
Fourth Grade-Chloe Shupp
Fifth Grade-Kenadi McClarnen
Sixth Grade-Kendall Freeman
Seventh Grade-Ricki Long
Eighth Grade-Robert Harrah

juuling at school or in places where this behavior is unacceptable
has become a challenge, and it is very easy to conceal because the
device itself is so small. Students will juul just to see if they can
get away with it, and that becomes the high. The last thing administrators want to deal with is the discipline because of the poor
choices some students will make. We would much rather spend
our time supporting staff and students in instruction, academics,
and activities.
HTRS will be exploring the possibility of bringing in a presenter
to educate all of us on this topic. We would love to have the
community join us so stay tuned for that communication soon.
Article from The Humboldt Standard

Giving Thanks
This month we will be celebrating Thanksgiving. As I reflect, I
have so many things to be thankful for this year. I have a loving
family, great friends, and good career. The Titans have a lot to be
grateful for. I hope you take the time to reflect on your personal
lives and tell the people who are important to you how thankful
you are to have them in your life. HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

8
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The dangers of juuling are many. However, the most dangerous
are that the initial pod can contain as much nicotine as an entire
package of cigarettes! Because of the cost, some teenagers
choose to purchase home-made juice or make their own. This is
dangerous because of unknown content, which can become addictive. Exposure to nicotine in teenagers is known to have longterm impacts on brain development, behavior, concentration,
memory and ability to learn.

Schools nationwide, including HTRS, are working hard to educate our youth on these dangers. The biggest challenge is accessibility. Even though it is illegal to possess these devices until age
18 if they contain nicotine, sadly our students still seem to be able
to find an “adult” willing to help them obtain these devices.
HTRS Superintendent Edmundson states the following, “HTRS is
no different than any other school in our area when dealing with
these incidences. We have a drug and alcohol policy, which we
follow. We have suspended some students because of policy violations and will continue to investigate any reports of juuling,
vaping, etc. that are reported to us. We want to ensure that our
students achieve the best education in the safest environment possible.”
HTRS Principal Othmer is extremely concerned about the health
risks connected to this risky behavior. While e-cigarettes have
been around for about 18 years. The preferred device of our teenagers are the Juuls. As mentioned above, the Juul has only been
around for a little over year. This makes it very difficult to determine the longitudinal effects of juuling. Kids are telling us that
they are not harmful because they are replacing the “juice” in the
pods (cartridges) with juice that does not contain nicotine. However, sometimes the origin of the juice comes into question. There
are people that are making the juice themselves, so no one really
knows what is in it. If they are purchasing on-line from a foreign
country, who knows what’s in it? In addition to the health risks,
40

Nurse’s Notes
As parents, we are always trying to protect our children from
dangers of this world. The recent increase in vaping and Juuling
is no exception. All over the nation, Juuling has become a popular activity among middle school and high school students.
Parents need to be aware of this growing problem and the health
risks associated with it. I have read some interesting articles
that shine some light on this. A great article can be found at
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/ecigarettes./
An e-cigarette takes a liquid and turns it into a vapor. One of
the most popular e-cigarettes is a Juul. It looks like a USB stick
and is even charged on a computer. Juuls and liquid pods are
sleek and compact and can be hidden easily. Kids are creative.
It is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to have this. It is also
against school policy to have e-cigarettes on school property.
Most of the pods contain nicotine. The amount of nicotine in
one pod is the same as an entire pack of cigarettes. At first, users may feel a buzz because of so much nicotine at once. Like
any other addictive substance, the more someone uses it, the
more dependent they become. Eventually the buzz is no longer
felt, but they continue to use the nicotine just to feel normal.
There are additional health concerns related to vaping and Juuling. Many pods are flavored and kids tend to think they are
harmless. These flavored pods can contain a chemical called
Diacetyl. This chemical, according to the American Lung Association, can cause irreversible scarring to lung tissue and make
breathing more difficult. The teenage brain is still developing
until the age of 25. Nicotine used during adolescence can damage the parts of the brain that control attention, learning, mood,
and impulse control.
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How do we help our kids you ask? Talk to your kids about the
risks of nicotine use. Discuss the present and future consequences of this addictive substance. Set a good example by being tobacco free. It is never too late to quit. If you would like more
information on how to quit, go to www.smokefree.gov. Know
that this problem is not just in our community, but a nationwide
concern.
By Laura Leech

Joe Stalder - Journalism
Joe Stalder is the son of Dave and Sally Stalder and his siblings
are Abby Stalder and Will Stalder. Joe’s hobbies are reading,
writing, and listening to music. Joe says he wants to go to college
but he’s not sure for what and his options are UNL or Iowa University. He likes coming to school because he gets to learn new
things, see his friends, and because he has to. His favorite classes
are band, introduction to business, and English. His favorite year
was his freshman year, because he was able to participate in activities like speech, track, and quiz bowl however, he might like
sophomore year better once the year continues.
By Larissa Goings

Juuling
By Glena Withers

Reflecting
Looking at the calendar on my computer, I’m reminded that
November is the month of the holiday, Thanksgiving. It is a time
to reflect on our year and count our blessings. As a teacher, I am
thankful for all our students. We have some great students at
HTRS. Our student accomplishments are many and we strive to
recognize these by posting the information on our Facebook page
and our website.
As a technology teacher, I am thankful that our students have
access to many forms of technology. Each student K-12 have
access to a laptop computer. They don’t have to share one any
longer. Our school board with its futuristic planning, decided that
each elementary student should also have their own laptop just
like the middle school and high school. Curriculum has come a
long ways since I was an elementary student learning about Dick
and Jane and practicing my spelling words on the slate
10

Juuling, vaping, e-cigarettes – all are known by multiple names,
which change daily, are becoming more popular among the teenagers across the nation and in Southeast Nebraska because it’s
easy to hide. The most popular juuling device looks like a USB
drive. PAX Labs (formerly Ploom) is an American electronic cigarette company founded in 2007 that markets the PAX vaporizers.
The company developed the JUUL (pronounced jewel) ecigarette; JUUL was spun out as a separate company in 2017.
The Nebraska State Elks Association Drug Awareness Program
called In Plain Sight tells us that statistics show that if a person
can make it to 25 years of age without trying drugs or alcohol, it
is likely they never will. In this day and age and with societal
pressures, it is realistically almost impossible to teenagers to
achieve this. Peer pressure is just sometimes too much. However, continual drug education to our students and parents is the best
way to prevent this.
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because she gets to go outside in the snow. In school, Larissa is
involved in journalism, band, basketball, and mentoring. Math is
Larissa’s favorite subject, but her favorite thing about school is
getting to hang out with her friends and learn new things. Her
most embarrassing moment in school was when she body
slammed someone during eighth grade basketball.
By Joe Stalder

Emely Marsh - Journalism
Emely Marsh is a freshman at Humboldt-Table Rock-Steinauer.
She enjoys reading and writing in her free time. This leads right
to her favorite subject, journalism. She has six siblings AJ, Gilligan Beau, Gabe, Jacob, Daniel, and Derrek. She aspires to be a
veterinarian although she is afraid of big dogs, but she does like
dolphins, owls, pigs and wolves.
She enjoys school even though it feels like prison. She enjoys
helping her mother with her little brothers. One of her most prestigious accomplishments is her art project from the eighth grade.
A country she would really like to visit would be Norway. Her
favorite foods are chicken alfredo, pizza, and spaghetti.
Emely loves the television show The W alking Dead. Her all-time
favorite movie is BeetleJuice. Her biggest inspiration happens to
be her grandmother. Last, but not least, she participates in mentoring. As you can tell she is a people person.
By Jacob Joy
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chalkboard. Students are actively engaged in their learning using
online digital curriculum. Every student still does the practice,
assignments, and assessments. The change is that this is done
with a laptop.
I am not a parent of a child attending HTRS. My children are both
grown. If I were, I would be thankful for all the teachers and staff
who encourage and watch over our children. We know that it
“takes a village to raise a child.” Mom always knew what I was
doing. When I would ask, “How do you know that?” She would
respond, “A little bird told me.” The HTRS staff make their
presence known in the hallways, in the classrooms, in the gyms,
and on the playground. Teachers are also watching and
monitoring student technology use. That same little bird is
watching.

These are just a few of the things that I am thankful for during
this Thanksgiving holiday. Take a few minutes and show a child
that you are thankful for them. Recognize their achievements and
tell them you are proud of them.
HTRS has an APP
HTRS has a new website. We also have an app for your
smartphone so you can keep up with all the events at HTRS
Schools. All you have to do is go to your app store and search for
HTRS. Download the corresponding app and let the fun begin.
As always, if you have a question or need assistance, you can
contact Mrs. Withers at glenawithers@htrstitans.org or Jason
Guenther at jasonguenther@htrstitans.org.
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Hello from the K-8 Guidance Office
Make me a channel of peace.
In guidance class we were reading a bit about what bullies are,
how they tick, what to do when it happens to you, and how to
help others. We ended up reading about what a bully is not.

While reading a book about the Vietnam War Memorial, I was
struck by the way one soldier ended his speech. He ended with
the Prayer of St. Francis, one of, if not my favorite. It begins
"Make me a channel of your peace..." If you read on, you will
see that this is everything a bully is NOT! Take time to look it up
and think about what a bully is not.
Looking out the window and thinking about November to come.
Remember November
One bright November frosty morn
Dark clouds appearing to forewarn
Somethings afoot, a front I think
Like wind from off the Matterhorn

One windy chilly November noon
The sun appeared like a full moon
A freezing chill across the plain
Snow we knew was coming soon
One snowing blowing November eve
Buffeting winds they hoe and heave
White out, dark out, safe inside
Hopeful for winter’s reprieve
One cold and still November night
12

Jacob Joy - Journalism
Jacob Joy is a sophomore at HTRS High School and is a reporter for the “Bolt.” Jacob dislikes coming to school because he
hates waking up early every morning. He wakes up at 5:00 a.m.
every morning and leaves for school at 7:40 a.m. He is both a
night owl and early bird as he goes to bed late and wakes up
early. He plans on being in mentoring when it starts. He doesn't
really have a favorite subject in school. He plays basketball and
golf and wants to start a career as a professional golfer so he can
make a lot of money. He said that he would love to visit Australia someday because he thinks that it is beautiful and he loves
koalas. He has one sister, Jana, who graduated in 2012. He does
not have very many hobbies, but he loves playing golf, spending
time with his dog, and playing Fortnite. He also plays basketball
and loves to play on his phone. I asked him if he was scared of
anything and he answered that question quite quickly and he
said he was scared of snakes and that spider guy off of Monster’s Inc. One of Jacob's biggest strengths is playing Fortnite
because he is pretty good at it. He is very proud of wining golf
tournaments. Jacob Joy believes he can be a comedian in the
future. His most embarrassing memory is wearing the Monster’s
Inc. outfit for homecoming. Tay-K is a rapper that inspires Jacob.
By Emely Marsh

Larissa Goings - Journalism
Larissa Goings is a journalism student at HTRS High School.
Larissa is the daughter of Daa and Scott Wiemers, and has siblings Zachary, Colby, Joey, Robert, Savannah, Ryan, Kamdyn,
and Oakley. She is a freshman at HTRS and currently plans on
attending SCC Milford to become a welder. Her hobbies include
drawing, playing with her younger siblings, and practicing her
basketball skills. Larissa says that her favorite season is winter,
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Anastasia Popham - Journalism
Anastasia Popham is currently a senior at HTRS schools and is
the “Bolt” senior editor. Anastasia’s job as a senior editor makes
her responsible for proofreading all the final news articles for the
“Bolt.” She also writes several articles for the “Bolt” and pretty
much does whatever is needed to get the publication out on time.
This is Anastasia’s fourth year on the “Bolt” staff and will be
greatly missed next year. One of the things she loves to do is
hang out with her friends. When asked who her friends were, she
said she would be afraid to forget one of them and have them get
mad. She is very involved in many activities in school such as;
mock trial, one-act, secretary of leadership and National Honor
Society, mentoring, math contest, business contest, academic
decathlon, quiz bowl, YAB, PIK, and speech. Her favorite food
is French fries and her favorite subject in school is psychology.
After high school, Anastasia plans to go to UNO to major in PreMed and then transfer to UNMC to become a cardiothoracic surgeon. She has two siblings, brothers David Popham and Scott
Olson.

The sky was clear and the moon was bright
A calm, a hush across the land
Warm inside a quiet light
Thank you to all who support our Backpack program and HTRS
in general. Our children are worth it.
GO TITANS!

By Dan Ingwersen

Tidbits From the “Title Team”
Take a look at the enclosed insert called “Home and School Connection.” The November issue offers tips for supporting your
child’s education in Parent Involvement at Home, as well as ideas
for talking about bullying with Bullying is Everyone’s Business.
By Ashlee Meyer and Dennette Wheeler

HUMBOLDT COMMUNITY THRIFT STORE

Ronnie Schiffbauer

Ronnie Schiffbauer - Journalism
Ronnie, a junior at HTRS, is the junior editor for the BOLT this
year. Ronnie helps the journalism class by proofreading papers
and writing different articles every month. Ronnie has been in
journalism for three years. Ronnie’s favorite part of being in
journalism is that she is able to learn more about events and people in our community. Her favorite classes are history and journalism. Ronnie has two siblings: JP and Sam Schiffbauer. In her
free time, Ronnie enjoys reading and baking, and her biggest
fear is spiders. After high school she plans on being a nurse.
By Anastasia Popham

NOVEMBER SPECIAL: Half Price on all women’s tops and sweat-

ers. Come in and get yours while they last! Bring this ad to
the store and get $1.00 off of your purchase. Minimum purchase must be $2.00. Profits from the store go back into the
community.
Hours:
Monday: 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to Noon
RED BASKET DAYS: November 26th, 27th, and 29th
ACCEPTING DONATIONS DURING STORE HOURS.
USE THE WEST DOOR.
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Humboldt Chamber of Commerce Holiday Bazaar

Journalism Class

Sunday, November 18, 2018
Ag Building
10:00 a.m to 3:00 p.m.
Soup lunch served by the HTRS FFA
Vendors for you to Christmas shop!

Journalism is an elective class for any 9-12 grade student. It is a
course that can be taken five, three or two days a week. The
journalism instructor is Joan Dreier, whose field of study is business education. The journalism students interviewed each other
so short articles about them will follow this article. The students
are each assigned articles to write each month. They must make
arrangements to set up an interview which usually happens outside of class time. Each student submits their articles to Mrs.
Dreier who edits them and then the rewriting process begins.
When a final copy appears to be achieved, the article must pass
through the junior editor, Ronnie Schiffbauer and senior editor,
Anastasia Popham. Anastasia puts her final seal of approval on
the article and then it is ready to print. Teachers also write articles that are submitted to Mrs. Dreier who then has the students
in each class proofread and edit each article. Those edits are discussed and sometimes argued about in class and then finalized by
Anastasia once again before publication. The process can be
very time consuming and frustrating at times, especially because
Mrs. Dreier is not an English teacher. When all the copy is ready
for publication, Mrs. Dreier then sets the copy which is scanned
and printed by Linda Rash. Our goal is to have the newsletter
ready to print by the 20th of each month. That allows Linda time
to print and deliver the newsletters to the post office. Newsletters
are placed in each post office box for the towns in our school district. Anyone outside of our district can still receive the newsletter by sending their name
and address to joandreier@htrstitans.org or by
calling the school at 402862-2151.

Santa on the Square
December 1, 2018
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Santa at the Bruun Memorial Library
Shuttle rides around Christmas Tree Square

Christmas Tree Decorating Contest
Decorate a Christmas tree for your business, club,
organization, church, or cause.
Watch for flyers with the guidelines.

Mrs. Zentner’s Preschool Classroom News
Learning the letters of the alphabet along with the sound each
one makes has the preschool room hopping with excitement.
Each week a new letter is introduced, beginning with Aa, continuing all the way through Zz. With each letter there are a number
of ways that we learn about them. Some of our different letter
Aa activities include the following:




Describing an apple by using our five senses (seeing,
smelling, tasting, hearing, and feeling)
Observing alligator pictures from Mrs. Zentner’s airboat
ride
Identifying objects that begin with Aa
14

By Joan Dreier
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day at 7:30 a.m. They perform at the fair coronation, the Vespers
concert, MUDECAS and district music contests, and honor band.
Their biggest achievement is building the jazz band’s numbers,
and their biggest struggle is utilizing the short practice time and
preparing concert ready pieces in a short amount of time.
By Joe Stalder

Homecoming 2018




Practicing the sounds that letter Aa makes
Making apple burritos for snack

It is so much fun learning the letters of the alphabet, with their
sound that are the building blocks to reading words! We would
like to introduce everyone to our alphabet letter friends.
By Mrs. Mulholland (Student Teacher) for Mrs. Zentner

This year, the homecoming theme was “Chomp the Comp.” Student council members and their advisor, Mary Moser, were in
charge of planning homecoming. Different classes decorated
themed hallways: lunch, freshman; dinner, sophomores; breakfast, juniors; and desert, seniors. The sophomores decorated the
commons area for the dance. The different themes for each day
were: decade day, twin day, color wars, gender swap, and spirit
day. The winners of each day were: Joseph Lamb, decade day;
Hunter Frey and Jacob Joy, and Katilyn Frey and Tara Zimmerling, twin day; Journie Vaughan-Woosley and Dylan Schulenberg, gender swap; Bethany Worthey, color wars. The football
team played Tri County on Friday, September 21st and the court
was announced afterwards. The homecoming court for 2018 was:
Seniors: Gr ace Kanel, Anastasia Popham, Matilyn
Stalder, Bethany Worthey, Teddy Bohling, Conner
Bredemeier, Hunter Hain, and Caleb Tackett.
Juniors: Kaitlyn Fr ey and Matt Cur tis
Sophomores: Natalie Novak and Austin Her r
Freshman: Ellie Schaar dt and Nic Knudson
The queen and king this year were Grace
Kanel and Conner Bredemeier. The dance
went on after the football game and lasted
until midnight.
By Anastasia Popham
34
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How a Kindergartener Would Cook a Turkey!
First, stuff the turkey with meat.
Next, smother the outside of the
turkey with spicy salt. Finally,
cook the turkey at 500F for 5
hours. By Corbin Herr

First, stuff the turkey with blueberries. Next, smother the outside of the turkey with seasonings. Finally, cook the turkey
at 70F for 2 hours. By Ryker
Cox
First, stuff the turkey with candy. Next, smother the outside of
the turkey with paint. Finally, cook the turkey at 60F for 2
hours. By Bryson McMann
First, stuff the turkey with tomato sauce. Next, smother the outside of the turkey with ham. Finally, cook the turkey at 30F for
20 minutes. By Jack Schmit

Mary Moser - Titan Staff Member of the Month
Mary Moser, a science teacher at HTRS, was nominated for the
titan of the month parking spot. Mary Moser originally started
teaching science at Dawson Verdon High School. She then
taught chemistry and physics at Humboldt High School for a
year, biology at Pawnee City High School for ten years, technology at Pawnee City High School for seven years, and now she’s
at HTRS teaching science. Mrs. Moser’s favorite part of HTRS,
other than her science room, is the fact that the teachers and staff
members are all so kind and helpful. Although, Mrs. Moser used
to want to be a veterinarian when she was younger, she still became a teacher. Her favorite part of being a teacher is sharing
her love and passion for what she’s teaching with her students.
The hardest part of being a teacher to Mrs. Moser, is that some
kids need help in and out of school, and sometimes she isn’t able
to be there to help them.
By Anastasia Popham

Jazz Band

First, stuff the turkey with chicken. Next, smother the outside of
the turkey with salt and pepper. Finally, cook the turkey at 600
F for 3 hours and 4 minutes. By Sophie Cherry

Jazz band has started! Sarah Volker is the high school jazz band
director, and says that she loves coaching it. Any interested 8th
grade through 12th grade band students are eligible to participate.
Current members include: senior Matilyn Stalder; juniors Carissa
Allen, Lauren Nanninga, Lenny Blecha, and Cameron James;
sophomores William Taylor, Emily Hutton, Tara Zimmerling, Joe
Stalder, Natalie Novak, Joseph Lamb, Abby Stalder, Shannon
Jones, Austin Herr, and Will Stalder; freshmen Daniel Snodgrass,
Brittany Holley, Isaac Bittner, Alyssa Howe, Nic Knudson,
Brooke Hain, Andrew Stalder, Ellie Schaardt, and Hanna English;
and eighth grader Sally Joyner. According to Mrs. Volker, the
jazz band “makes music that is different from concert band, learns
about a variety of jazz styles, and explores improvisation.” They
play many types of music, including pop, rock, swing, Latin, ballads, and jazz. The jazz band meets every Monday and Wednes-
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First, stuff the turkey with brownies. Next, smother the outside of
the turkey with watermelon. Finally, cook the turkey at 900F
for 20 minutes. By Collin Mezger
First, stuff the turkey with flour. Next, smother the outside of the
turkey with sugar. Finally, cook the turkey at 80F for 81
minutes. By Lexi Eaton

One Act
This year's One-Act play production is called “Mmmbeth.” It is a
spoof on the well-known play “Macbeth,” it has Shakespearian
influences mixed with many pop culture references and slapstick
humor. Brianna Pohlmann is the director along with co-director
Megan Howe. Miss Pohlmann says the biggest struggle of organizing a play is always keeping on top of moving pieces, meaning
she has to focus on many things at once. She has to work on everybody's lines, costumes, movements, and set. She says there's
always a lot with doing a big play, but timing is always key. The
coaches think this season will go really well because they have all
the right people, spots, and everybody wants to do their job. Miss
Pohlmann loves that she doesn’t have to put in the work to make
the actors pay attention, because they love what they do and they
do that themselves. This year there are a total of 15 cast and seven crew members involved with this play. The star studded cast
includes: William Taylor, Camille Frey, Austin Herr, Cameron
James, Grace Kanel, Kaitlyn Frey, Ronnie Schiffbauer, Alyssa
Frey, Natalie Novak, Tara Zimmerling, Joseph Lamb, Andrew
Stalder, Anastasia Popham, Mikkayla Flynn, and Jennabella Vasco. The cast is assisted by the amazing stage crew of: Alyssa
Howe, Allison Vaughan, Jacey Leech, Gracie Shafer, Daniel
Snodgrass, Brittany Holley, and Brooke Hain. They compete at
Pioneer Conference at HTRS, November 14th, and their districts will be per for med November 27th at Nebraska City
Lourdes. The public
play performance will
be announced at a later
date.
By Ronnie Schiffbauer
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First, stuff the turkey with meat. Next, smother the outside of the
turkey with seasoning. Finally, cook the turkey at 20F for 5
hours. By Rae Dorney
First, stuff the turkey with feathers. Next, smother the outside of
the turkey with gummy worms. Finally, cook the turkey at 50F
for 1 minute. By Franklin Sikora
First, stuff the turkey with chicken. Next, smother the outside of
the turkey with sour cream. Finally, cook the turkey at 50F for
50 hours. By Vader James
First, stuff the turkey with meat. Next, smother the outside of the
turkey with chocolate. Finally, cook the turkey at 109F for 15
hours. By Brandon Stewart
First, stuff the turkey with hamburger. Next, smother the outside
of the turkey with spicy sauce. Finally, cook the turkey at 600F
for 7 hours and 6 minutes. By Rory Hilgenfeld
First, stuff the turkey with salt.
Next, smother the outside of the
turkey with barbeque.
Finally,
cook the turkey at 10F for 1 hour.
By Henry Shupp
First, stuff the turkey with two hot
dogs. Next, smother the outside of
the turkey with fresh milk. Finally,
cook the turkey at 400F for 100
hours. By Brody Smith
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First, stuff the turkey with oil. Next, smother the outside of the
turkey with cinnamon. Finally, cook the turkey at 100F for 10
hours. By Irelynn Foster
First, stuff the turkey with feathers. Next, smother the outside of
the turkey with meat. Finally, cook the turkey at 100F for 6
hours. By Jazlyn Dettmann

First, stuff the turkey with barbeque sauce. Next, smother the outside of the turkey with hot sauce that’s not that hot. Finally, cook
the turkey at 500F for 10 hours. By Katie Belle McAuliffe
First, stuff the turkey with ham. Next, smother the outside of the
turkey with gravy. Finally, cook the turkey at 30F for 6 hours 7
minutes. By Sawyer James
First, stuff the turkey with tomatoes. Next, smother the outside of
the turkey with butter. Finally, cook the turkey at 50F for 20
hours. By Garrett Eppens
First, stuff the turkey with stuffing. Next, smother the outside of
the turkey with meat. Finally, cook the turkey at 100F for 7
hours. By Savannah Wiemers
First, stuff the turkey with bologna. Next, smother the outside of
the turkey with lemon. Finally, cook the turkey at warmF for 8
hours. By Owen Kreifel
First, stuff the turkey with apples and strawberries. Next, smother
the outside of the turkey with spices. Finally, cook the turkey at
20F for 2 hours. By Jesse Bachman
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Show Choir
Sarah Volker, the advisor for show choir, is excited to start another year of show choir. Mrs. Volker coached show choir in 1993
until 2008 and then, after a sabbatical, started doing it again in
2015. Her favorite part of being in charge of show choir is when
all the hard work the students have done finally comes together.
She loves working with the students and seeing how they improve over time. The sopranos this year are: Jennabella Vasco,
Matilyn Stalder, Delayne Schuster, Kaitlyn Frey, Ellie Schaardt,
Alyssa Howe, and Shannon Jones. The altos are: Grace Kanel,
Lauren Nanninga, Natalie Novak, Emily Hutton, Abby Stalder,
Mikkayla Flynn, and Tara Zimmerling. Alternates are: Ronnie
Schiffbauer and Brittany Holley. The baritones are: Cameron
James, Austin Herr, William Taylor, Joseph Lamb, Isaac Bittner,
Andrew Stalder, and Lenny Blecha. Show choir performs at two
concerts during the year, MUDECAS and district music contests,
Colonial Acres, and other community events.
By Anastasia Popham

Robotics
The HTRS Robotics theme for this year is space. The high schoolers are doing “Rover Ruckus” and the junior high are doing “Into
Orbit.” Robotics is all about applying engineering skills with electronics and technology to create a moving machine. Mrs. Stalder
coaches and teaches this class. This year there are 13 high school
team members and 41 junior high members, they used to have the
6th grade included but the numbers have gone down since class
sizes are smaller. The hardest thing about competing in robotics is
that there are no right or wrong ways to do things, so if things
aren’t working, they have to to find the answer. Mrs. Stalder is
proud of her teams, as at least one of her junior high teams go to
state every year, bringing home two trophies in the process, and
her high school team, even though they just started last year, have
had many successful runs. HTRS has been competing in robotics
for nine years.
By Ronnie Schiffbauer
31

Cheerleading - Coach Deserae Frey
Deserae Frey is the cheerleading coach and she enjoys helping
our cheerleaders boost the school spirit. This year she has a great
squad. All of her cheerleaders are very responsible and are always motivated. The 2018-2019 cheerleaders are seniors: Camille Frey, Grace Kanel, Matilyn Stalder, and Jennabella Vasco;
sophomores: Alyssa Frey, Shannon Jones, Abby Stalder, and
Tara Zimmerling; freshmen: Brooke Hain, Alyssa Howe, and
Mikkayla Flynn. The girls cheer at all football/basketball games
and district volleyball. The girls love cheer and feel that cheerleading is important to help increase school spirit. Over the years
the interest in cheerleading has increased, so the
number of cheerleaders has also increased.
By Jacob Joy

HTRS Titan Youth Mentoring
The president of mentoring is Grace Kanel and she
gets help from Journie Vaughan-Woosley and Clarence Schuler. Mentoring is about high school students making
the choice to spend time with elementary students. Mentoring
encourages elementary students to improve their literacy and be
physically active. Mentors have their mentee read for 15 minutes,
and also do a physical activity with them. The hope is to develop
relationships for both the mentor/mentee and to be able to share
time together in school and be friends outside of school. Mrs.
Mezger, the mentoring advisor, says that the mentoring program
takes a lot of time but if they have a good chairperson, the group
runs quite smoothly as they work with the advisory board to
manage the classes. She likes mentoring because she loves to see
the relationship built between the mentor/mentee and the creativity on the part of the class leaders to develop a plan that will work
in each classroom.
By Larissa Goings
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To celebrate the season of fall the kindergarten class went on a
field trip to John Cander’s farm to visit his pumpkin patch. They
had such a good time seeing the sights while John drove them
around on the trolley. It was also so much fun seeing all those
pumpkins! In science the students will learn about the life cycle
of a pumpkin. We are talking a lot about the four seasons now
in science, social studies, and at math meeting, so it’s great to
get out and experience the season of fall. Both of us would sincerely like to thank the parents
or relatives who came and
helped make the kindergarten
Halloween party so much fun.
We wish you a very Happy
Thanksgiving,

By Mrs. Joy and Mrs. Freeman

Second Grade News
We are busy, busy, busy! In reading, we have read some very
funny stories. We are learning about nouns, proper nouns,
verbs, different types of sentences, prefixes, and suffixes. Second graders are working very hard to reach their AR goals.
In math, we have practiced fluently adding and subtracting to
20, working with odd/even numbers, and arrays. We are currently learning to add within 100 using a number chart, open
number line, breaking apart numbers, and one and two step story
problems.
In science, we learned about three forms of matter: solid, liquid,
and gas. Their favorite part of science is working in group labs
where they get to experiment and create new ideas to use different materials in their labs.
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In social studies, we have learned about governing the people.
We studied citizens in a community, leaders in our community
and country, and our country’s government. We are learning the
importance of laws and rules in school.
We truly enjoyed our visit to the new fire station! What an educational afternoon for the students to experience hands on with a
water hose, stop drop and roll, demonstrations with smoke, fire
suits, and a video. It was a job well done by the volunteer firemen. Thank you so much!
We looked forward to our AR and Halloween parties. Thank you
PARENTS for volunteering to help make them a fun day!
Happy fall gatherings from the second graders. Go Titans!

By Mrs. Svoboda

Third Grade Thrills
Third grade has been hard at work this fall. We have been studying “Communities Around Us” in social studies. We have studied rural, urban, and suburban communities. We have been fortunate to tour our own local Quad County Museum and fire hall.
It is great to have such amazing resources to visit right here in
our own community.

Girls’ State Golf
Kaitlyn Frey qualified to compete in the Girls’ Class C State
Golf tournament on October 8th
-9th. At districts, Kaitlyn scored
99 and placed 8th. The top ten
girls qualified to compete at
state. Kaitlyn battled a windchill of 32o and rain, with lots of
mud at the state golf tournament, which got cancelled the
second day due to the weather.
Kaitlyn’s thoughts on state golf
were, “We had a lot of fun despite being drenched. It was
definitely worth the five hour
drive out to North Platte.”
By Jaime Frey
Small Engines and Automotive
It is about that time of year when you put your lawnmower away
for the season. Put it away “right” with the help of our small engines/automotive class. Bring us your mower and we can sharpen your blade, change your oil, change your spark plug, and stabilize your fuel system for easier starting next year.
Labor is free on all of the work done in the shop. We only ask
for a free-will donation to cover the expenses associated with
parts. Turn around may not be very fast, so make sure you let us
work on your item after your last cut of the year. Contact bradcatlin@htrstitans.org to make arrangements.
By Brad Catlin
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An Open Invitation to the Community
Listen - Watch - Learn
as Bill Hayes, director of Mayhew Cabin
and John Brown’s Cave Museum
presents

The Fight Against Slavery
On the Great Plains:
Nebraska’s
Underground Railroad

Tuesday, November 13 at 7:00 p.m.
at Bruun Memorial Library, Humboldt

We were also very fortunate to have the Rotary Club present personal dictionaries to each student who are thrilled to have this resource. This went along perfectly with the story we were reading
“Max’s Words,” in which Max collects words, including dictionary words!

In math, we have been working hard on multiplication and division. In science, we have been studying forces and motion, and
energy and its forms. The students have been very excited exploring electrical circuits. In writing, we have studied ideas and
organization. We have also done a mini-research project on community workers. This has been a fabulous month full of lots of
learning!
By Jaime Frey

Sponsored by Humanities Nebraska through the
HN Speakers Bureau and the Quad County Museum
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Alecia Gerdes

Fabulous Fourth Grade
The fourth grade would like to thank the Humboldt Volunteer
Fire Department for their fantastic tour of their new facility. The
students learned how to keep themselves safe and what to do if
there is a fire in their home. They especially liked being able to
use the fire hoses! A huge thank you to all the parents who attended parent-teacher conferences. It takes a group effort to educate a child, and we appreciate your support at home with homework. Please continue reading with your child and practicing
those math facts.
Our class is participating in a postcard exchange with all the
states in the United States. We will send a postcard with facts
about Nebraska to every state and in return, we will receive a
postcard from each state with information about their state. We
will keep you updated on the arrival of our postcards! In social
studies, we have learned about Nebraska’s place in the world.
This included reading a map and learning about the different regions of the United States. We are now learning about natural
Nebraska, its soil, water, weather, and land regions.
In math class, we are continuing our study of multiplication using a variety of methods. We have learned to multiply using the
distributive property, partial products, and using the standard algorithm. Next up, we tackle division.
In reading, we have been working on using context clues and
prefixes to determine the meaning of unknown words. We have
also been learning about using conjunctions to join two simple
sentences into one compound sentence. Each week we review for
our reading test by playing Kahoot! We also like to play Sparkle
to review spelling words. The fourth graders have also been
working hard at meeting their AR goals! It is great to see a group
of students reading books they enjoy while also earning rewards!
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Alecia Gerdes is a new special education teacher at HTRS. She
works with students that have difficulties with certain things. She
was a para for a few years, but wanted to be more manageable
with her students and wanted to have her own classroom. When
she was in her thirties, she went back to school to get a bachelor
degree. She went to Hastings College to get her bachelor degree
and then after that she decided to go back to Peru State College.
She is up early because her husband is a machinist at Magnolia
Metal in Auburn. She has three kids of her own. Dave, 14, is a
freshman; Ellanor, 12, is a sixth grader; and her youngest, Vivian, 10, is in fourth grade.
Her students can get stressful at times because sometimes they
can be terrific and other times they can be chaotic. If they are not
having a good day she asks them if anything is going on. She
would never want to do anything to put her students down. Her
fear is doing or saying something wrong towards her students.
She has more expectations on herself then her students, but she
wants them to work hard to get better at things that are hard for
them. Even if she won the lottery, she would not stop teaching.
She said as a teacher, she would not change a thing or do anything differently. There are days as a teacher that are hard and
stressful, and days that it goes by smoothly, but she gets past it
like any other day.
In high school she was in theater, plays, and show choir. She
wanted to be a graphic artist when she was little. She played softball all the way up to her junior year. Mrs. Gerdes was the director for eight years at Johnson Community Library in Johnson,
Nebraska. Now she just assists the new director due to not having
the time to do all the responsibilities. Her three children are her
proudest accomplishment.
By Emely Marsh
27

Drill Team Performance
The HTRS Drill Team performed on October 5th at halftime of
the football game. They continued the tradition of dressing as
zombies and dancing to “Thriller” and performed a flag routine
to “Ghostbusters.” The members that participated include front
row Delayne Schuster, Jennabella Vasco, Matilyn Stalder, and
Grace Kanel, and back row Natalie Novak, Kaitlyn Frey, Abby
Stalder, Tara Zimmerling, and Shannon Jones.
The drill team was planning to perform with youth camp participants, but the weather caused an early start to the game. There
will be a drill team camp during basketball season. Details will
be coming soon!

In our social skills lessons, we have continued to focus on Growth
Mindset. The students are adding the word “yet” to the end of
their sentences more and more. We have also been learning about
how our words can affect others long after the encounter. We had
a “friend,” Bill, demonstrate that skill. Bill is a stick person Mrs.
L. drew! Every time she said a mean thing, he was crumpled. No
matter how hard we tried, those wrinkles never went away, much
like how we feel when someone is mean to us! It lasts forever!
The fourth graders had an opportunity to make some cards and
cheerful art/crafts for a group of deployed soldiers. Mrs. L.’s high
school friend contacted her to see if the fourth graders could help
cheer up some people serving our country. The fourth graders
loved the experience. We hope that our small act of kindness
brightens the day of some very deserving service people!

By Mrs. Wittrock and Mrs. Leuenberger

Fifth and Six Grade News

By Jaime Frey

The 5th and 6th graders have been very busy in their math classes. The 5th graders are already in topic 5 and are learning to
divide numbers with decimals. In topics 1-4 the 5th graders
learned about place value, how to add and subtract numbers with
decimals, how to multiply multi-digit whole numbers, and how
to multiply numbers with decimals. The sixth graders are currently in topic 4 where they are learning about coordinate geometry. In topics 1-3 they learned about numerical and algebraic
expressions, how to solve equations and inequalities, and how to
compare rational numbers.
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In social studies, we are learning about early people. To help the
students to better understand what it was like to live as an early
person, we had a couple days of hands-on activities. Students had
to work by themselves to find food, shelter, and water like early
people once did before the domestication of plants and animals,
which led to the formation of cities and job specialization. For
food, the students could either chose to hunt or be a farmer. If
they chose to hunt, they had to look around the room to find pieces of paper worth food points. If they chose to farm, they had to
take a short quiz over early civilizations. Once they passed their
quiz, they were given a seed to plant to represent farming. For
shelter, the students were given spaghetti and marshmallows. The
children had to make a small house with these items. For water,
the kids had to fill up a cup on their desk by making multiple trips
to the river (the sink) with their plastic spoons. The students had
20 minutes to survive. We then did a very similar activity but
students were allowed to work in groups. Each group had to
build a shelter, farm for food by taking a farming quiz, and make
a pottery wheel so they could build a bowl to get their water. Students learned that it was easier to work together in groups so they
used division of labor.
The sixth graders visited the new Humboldt Volunteer Fire Department on October 9th. Students learned about fire safety and
had the chance to spray the fire hose. We would like to thank the
Humboldt Volunteer Fire Department for a fun and educational
experience.
By Taylor
Dunekacke

Notes from the Music Department:
Monday, November 5th - Pioneer Conference Vocal
Clinic at Nebraska City Lourdes. All 9-12 chorus
members will attend. Concert for the public at 7:00
p.m.
Tuesday, November 6th - Fall Concert (grades 4-8) at
7:00 p.m. in the old gym. Students will wear the
middle school concert uniform - black bottom, white
top, black shoes. They need to be in their chairs at
6:45 p.m.
Friday, November 9th - Veterans Day program at
9:00 a.m. in the main gym. High school band and
high school chorus will be performing

Thursday, December 13th - High school vespers program at 7:00 p.m. in the old gym. High school band,
high school chorus, swing choir, jazz band and C-dudes
will be performing.
Monday, December 17th - Elementary (K-3) winter
program at 7:00 p.m. in the old gym
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