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We will be decreasing a bus route over Christmas break. If you
are a bus rider, this may change the time you get on in the morning or off in the afternoon. Dan Cumro, transportation manager,
will be in touch with all parents over Christmas break as we
make these adjustments to let you know what changes will be
made and if the bus driver has changed for your route.
We will be looking at some facility updates over the summer. It
is important that we keep our building well maintained and up-to
-date.
New laptops will be purchased for the high school students for
the 2019-2020 school year. These are a little larger and can be
used like a tablet.
We have a lot of great things happening in our classrooms,
across all grade levels. Please take the time to read your BOLT
and do not hesitate to stop by and check them out for yourself.
The holiday music programs were awesome and show just a few
of the talents of our young students.
We have added a student advisory member to the school board.
Austin Herr, Student Council President, will be serving in that
capacity for the remainder of this school year.
Steve Schaardt will go off the board and Tim Schaardt will be
our new member starting January 1st.
For 2019-2020 we will be co-oping junior high football with
Pawnee City.
1

These are only a few of the great things happening at HTRS!
Bus drivers and substitute drivers continue to be challenge to find and
employ. If you are interested, please contact the school and talk with Dan
Cumro.
As we head in to the holiday season, please drive safely if you are traveling. Classes will resume on January 3rd, 2019. Enjoy the holidays!
Go Titans!

Lisa Othmer, HTRS Principal
Its pages are blank. We are going to put words on them ourselves. The
book is called opportunity and its first chapter is New Year’s Day!
~Edith Lovejoy Pierce

Matthew Herr - Senior
Matthew Herr, a senior at HTRS, is getting ready to graduate. Matthew
enjoys spending time with his siblings Shaun, Brandon, Racheal, Jenna, Angie, Kayla D., and Kayla B. Matthew is involved in Students
Teaching About Responsibility Successfully (STARS) Leadership and
HTRS Titan Youth Mentoring. Matthew spends his free
time watching TV, specifically college or professional
football, and playing his PlayStation 4. Matthew began
his education at HTRS in third grade. Matthew loves
school because of the people he is able to see every
day, and he will miss the teachers at HTRS once he
graduates.
By Anastasia Popham

HTRS 2019
The New Year always brings new adventures. The HTRS elementary
was the recipient of the TrueSchool grant that focuses on early literacy.
The HTRS TrueSchool team has developed the goal of instilling the love
for reading in our students and making an effort to change the “I have to
read!” mindset. We are asking parents to share in that responsibility and
help us to foster the wonder and excitement for reading. There are several reading activities planned for the New Year, and we will be sharing
the details very soon.
Elementary students are working very hard and still earning those Titan
tickets for simply doing what they need to do. In addition to that, they
are striving to meet their AR goals. Teachers are seeing a tremendous
amount of academic growth so we are very excited around here!
Winter is upon us and the decision to go outside for recess is made on a
day to day basis so please make sure you send your children to school
prepared with coats, hats, and mittens/gloves. We have a collection of
coats and snow pants that are free for the taking outside of Lanette’s office. Please help yourself if there is a need.
2

35

Anastasia Popham - Senior
Anastasia is a HTRS senior. Anastasia has joined a lot of extra activities this year, she participates in math contest, business contest,
senior class secretary, academic decathlon, leadership, leadership
secretary, mentoring, FCA, YAB, PIK, speech, mock trial, one act,
and quiz bowl. She is very excited to graduate from high school.
When she graduates she wants to go to Nebraska Wesleyan University to major in pre-optometry and eventually become an optometrist. Her advice to other people is, “Do not take high school too seriously and learn to rely on yourself.” She would say her class is
very easygoing and energetic. Anastasia has been attending HTRS
since she was in kindergarten. She said she would not really miss
high school. In her opinion, “High school is fun and fresh, but at
other times I do not enjoy some parts of school, as it is stressful.”
Her most embarrassing memory is when she tried out for cheerleading and fell. One other thing she wished she could have fixed
throughout school, was not caring so much about what people said
or thought about her. One thing she does seem to do a lot is sleep
and nap, even her friends have said so. She said, “I just love to
sleep!” Her biggest fear is being alone. For the most part, her inspiration is Shari Drake, her fifth grade teacher.
By Emely
Marsh

As always, high schoolers are extremely busy with athletics and activities. We are excited to announce that we have a new organization under
the direction of our activities director Kara Engles. The High School
Leadership Summit team. This team is comprised of the following students. Lauren Nanninga, Carissa Allen, Isaiah Lockard, Nic Knudson,
Mikkayla Flynn, Cameron James, Andrew Stalder, and Natalie Novak.
The mission of this team is to improve the HTRS high school climate by
planning activities and encouraging the positive use of social media.
Regular attendance seems to still be a concern with some students. The
new attendance policy provides for the opportunity to reward those students for regular attendance. The students with 95% or greater attendance
for the semester were put into a drawing for a $10 iTunes gift card. We
are working on adding different incentives for the attendance reward.
One significant change is the requirement that students not miss more
than 32 hours of class time in order to have early release time at the semester. Please feel free to contact the office if you should have any questions about the new attendance policy.
“If you see something or hear something say something.” These words
were actually first used by Homeland Security. We have adopted these
words to use with students in terms of safety and security. Students are
finally starting to see that we can’t get hung up on the “I don’t want to be
a snitch” mindset. The HTRS staff feels very strongly that ALL students
should feel safe and supported while attending school, and we have to
work together to make sure that is happening.
2019 will be filled with opportunities for all of us. My hope for all of us
is to take advantage of those opportunities to make a difference!
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#TitanPride
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Assistant
Pr incipal NEWS
Written by: Kari Lottman
Welcome Back
Happy 2019!!! I hope everyone had a chance to relax and recharge over
our break. Students and staff will return on January 3rd for a full day of
school! I am looking forward to seeing everyone and hearing about their
adventures over break.

Resolutions
As we begin a new year, many people stop to reflect upon what they accomplished during the past year. As a result of their reflection, numerous
people also choose to set New Year’s resolutions or goals. Some of the
most common resolutions include: losing weight, quit smoking, exercise
more, etc. Help your student set short-term goals for second semester.
Assist your student in looking back at his or her accomplishments of
first semester. After discussing what your student has done, find an area
where he or she can still improve, then help them set a goal. Make the
goal attainable, set a completion date, and determine what steps need to
be taken in order to reach it. After doing these three things, support your
student’s efforts. Help them along the way and reward them when they
have accomplished their goal. Some possible goals might include: getting better grades, studying everyday for an hour, reading three books,
reviewing their notes every night for 10 minutes before going to bed,
practicing their instrument everyday, or dressing out for P.E. each day.
Once you have a goal in mind, create a timeframe for checking in on
their progress. Breaking a larger goal into small steps helps it become
more manageable.

Mikayla Taiclet – Senior
Mikayla Taiclet, the sister of Koalton Taiclet
and Paisley Taiclet, is getting ready to graduate.
Mikayla’s plans for after graduation are to attend Joseph’s College of Beauty in Beatrice so
that she can become a cosmetologist. While in
high school, she has been involved in leadership, specifically the dance committee. Two of Mikayla’s hobbies are
doing her makeup and hair and watching Netflix. Her favorite class of
high school has been personal finance because she learns about things
she’ll need and use in the real world. One person that made an impact in
Mikayla’s life while in high school was Chloe Workman. A piece of advice she offered to underclassmen is, “Get your homework done.” Mikayla will be graduating with a class of 21, and describes them as
“humble.” An embarrassing moment in Mikayla’s education, was during
first grade. She was wearing tight jeans, and when she bent over, they
split on the side. A boy in her class pointed them out, and she went to
the office and had to call her mom. Something Mikayla has learned in
high school is, “Don’t try to help someone if they don’t need your help.”
Mikayla’s favorite high school tradition has been dressing up for homecoming each year. Mikayla has loved being able to be around her friends
during
high
school. After she
graduates,
she
will miss how
caring her teachers are.
By Anastasia
Popham

Mental Health
I am uncertain about why the increase is happening, but as a school system, we have seen an increase in mental health needs over the past few
years. Mental health is an issue that most do not like to discuss because
it has a negative connotation about it. Maintaining a healthy mental state
4

33

is as important as keeping your physical body healthy. Proper nutrition
and exercise can help your brain function better also.
An article from www.health.harvard.edu titled: 7 W ays to Keep Y our
Memory Sharp at Any Age, has these suggestions for keeping your
memory sharp:

Conner Bredemeier – Senior
Conner Bredemeier is a senior this year at HTRS. Conner is the son of
Mike and Chris Bredemeier, and has a brother Logan Bredemeier. In
school, Conner is involved in football, basketball, track, FCA, leadership, mentoring, and National Honor Society. Outside of school, he enjoys hanging out with his friends, helping his dad, and playing sports. He
says that his favorite teacher is Mr. Coatney because he’s funny and easy
to get along with. Conner plans to attend Northwest Missouri State next
year and major in Ag Science. Though he doesn’t know what his dream
job would be, he hopes to become a farm manager. He says that he will
miss HTRS a little because he won’t see his friends every day. His favorite thing about HTRS is the one-on-one time between teachers and students. When asked about his most embarrassing moment during high
school, he said, “Freeman; it’s a long story.” Conner said his best high
school memory was ringing the bell after the first football game of senior
year.
By Joe
Stalder

32

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Keep learning
Use all of your senses
Believe in yourself
Economize your brain
Repeat what you want to know
Space it out (using information over time helps your brain remember it)
7) Make a mnemonic
An article from September 2015 www.psychiatry.org titled Warning
Signs of Mental Illness, lists several signs and symptoms of a mental illness.
o Withdrawal — Recent social withdrawal and loss of interest
in others
 Drop in functioning — An unusual drop in functioning, at
school, work or social activities, such as quitting sports,
failing in school or difficulty performing familiar tasks
o Problems thinking — Problems with concentration, memory
or logical thought and speech that are hard to explain
o Increased sensitivity — Heightened sensitivity to sights,
sounds, smells or touch; avoidance of over-stimulating
situations
 Apathy — Loss of initiative or desire to participate in any
activity
o Feeling disconnected — A vague feeling of being disconnected from oneself or one’s surroundings; a sense of unreality
o Illogical thinking — Unusual or exaggerated beliefs about
personal powers to understand meanings or influence events;
illogical or “magical” thinking typical of childhood in an
adult
5

Nervousness — Fear or suspiciousness of others or a strong
nervous feeling
o Unusual behavior — Odd, uncharacteristic, peculiar behavior
o Sleep or appetite changes — Dramatic sleep and appetite
changes or decline in personal care
o Mood changes — Rapid or dramatic shifts in feelings
One or two of these symptoms alone can’t predict a mental illness. But if
a person is experiencing several at one time and the symptoms are causing serious problems in the ability to study, work or relate to others, he/
she should be seen by a mental health professional. People with suicidal
thoughts or intent, or thoughts of harming others, need immediate attention. Physician Review By:Ranna Parekh, M.D., M.P.H.
o

If you are seeing any of these symptoms in your child, please contact
Mrs. Mezger or Mrs. Rogers at the school to discuss the possibility of
setting up counseling with a professional health counselor here at
school.

Empowering all learners
for tomorrow’s challenges
#TitanPride

The HTRS Sixpence Early
Learning program serves
families with children from
birth through age three.
Please call SueAnn Tripp at
(402) 862-2151, Ext. 115
for more information!

HUMBOLDT COMMUNITY THRIFT STORE
JANUARY SPECIAL: BOGO SALE: (BUY ONE GET ONE 1/2 PRICE) All

sweaters, coats, jackets, sweatshirts, gloves, hats, and purses. Bring
this ad to the store and get $1.00 off of your purchase. Minimum purchase must be $2.00. Profits from the store go back into the community.
Hours:
Monday: 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to Noon
RED BASKET DAYS: JANUARY 28th 29th, and 31st
ACCEPTING DONATIONS DURING STORE HOURS. USE THE WEST DOOR.

UNL Math Day
On Thursday, November 15th, some of Mrs. Howe’s math students got
on a bus, and traveled to UNL Math Day. The students that attended
were: Conner Bredemeier, Camille Frey, Hunter Hain, Cody Hazen,
Grace Kanel, Anastasia Popham, Delayne Schuster, Emma Shubert,
Matilyn Stalder, Jennabella Vasco, Aliesha Walker, Carissa Allen, Kaitlyn Frey, Cameron James, Lauren Nanninga, Alyssa Frey, Austin Herr,
Emily Hutton, Shannon Jones, Joseph Lamb, Sara Mayo, Natalie Novak, Abby Stalder, Joe Stalder, Will Stalder, Isaac Bittner, Hunter Frey,
Brittany Holley, Alyssa Howe, Jacey Leech, and Ellie Schaardt. The
students all completed in a one hour, multiple choice test and then select
students competed in the “Math Bowl” competition. Students that competed in the “Math Bowl” were: Grace Kanel, Anastasia Popham, and
Clarence Schuler with alternates Camille Frey and Kaitlyn Frey. The students were able to eat at UNL’s cafeteria and enjoy different puzzles while
exploring UNL’s different extensions.
By Anastasia Popham
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High School Guidance
By Karen Mezger
Welcome to 2019, as usual a time for change in our lives and a time for
growth. It seems quite amazing to me as we enter the last semester of this
2018-2019 school year we should be looking forward to taking our
grades to a new and higher level, look for ways to challenge ourselves
mentally, and allow our bodies to find renewal in physical fitness.

We Have Gadgets – Now What?

Seniors, time to work hard on those scholarships, as the more scholarships earned through diligent work is the less money you pay for your
college education. Remember if not planning on college, there are also
plenty of options for you and all you have to do is ask Mrs. Mezger.
There is still plenty of time for college visits, job shadows, and other virtual visits to help prepare you for college. Yes, everyone is scared of
leaving the home they feel most comfortable, but this too, does pass.

The first step is to talk with your child about digital responsibilities. Just
like you taught them not to talk with strangers this concept continues
when using digital devices. Make sure that they keep you informed of
their activities and apps they are using.

Underclassmen continue to strive to do your best and set forth your best
example of demonstrating good character. Remember in this world to
always be kind and you will go far.
Thanks to all who bought fruit, meat/cheese from HTRS STARS, the
monies will help to pay for their next student activity, Red/White game,
June Jam, and our scholarships. Hopefully, we are helping to teach young
people about civic responsibilities of belonging to a group.
Titan Mentoring, under the student leadership of Grace Kanel has had
some exciting activities such a placemats for the Bloodmobile and
Christmas cards and cookies. Grace has been working with words dealing
with “filling their buckets” in kindness, joy, and giving. Secretaries Journie Vaughan, Teddy Bohling, and Clarence Schuler all help to be sure the
student engagement is happening in the classrooms!
Best wishes as you enter 2019, my light remains bright and willing to
help those who want to help themselves! Mrs. Mezger
30

By Glena Withers
The people on my Christmas list received their favorite gadget from
Santa. I haven’t the slightest idea what they do. Are they Safe? What do
I need to watch out for? I know that there are some dangerous things out
there in cyberspace. How can I be prepared?

A study completed by NPD Group for Kids an CE2014 informed us that
our children and students are using social media, playing online games,
and using email. The worry is, “Are they safe?” Yes, they can
accidentally stumble into websites and media that isn’t appropriate for
their age. Below is some information on how to be aware and try to
monitor of some of these digital happenings.
There are a number of parental control apps available. I would start by
checking with your cell phone company. Most have parental controls
that you can activate. Some devices, smartphones and tablets, have a
fingerprint lock system so that only you can download apps. That places
you in control and protects your credit card. You can find and download
apps that assist you with knowing where your child is as well as notifying you of their activity.
AppLock is an application that allows you to lock your apps, like
photos, contacts, and videos so nobody can uninstall them. You use a
numeric password for them so that only you can make changes. If your
child gives it to a friend, no worries. No changes can be made without
the password.
7

Net Nanny provides you with the option to block access to inappropriate
sites based on categories. If you are allowing your child to install apps,
this app will notify you when this takes place. Parents can block them
from running.

attending parents information on creating an application for and filling
out a FAFSA, as well as any other questions they might have. It was a
fun, informational day, as our students took more steps toward planning
their futures!

Kids Place is another that I have read and heard about. It is only
available on Android right now, but worth the look. It prohibits
installing of new apps and prevents purchases while using Google Play.
There is a timer that you can use to set for how long your child can play
the games.

By Karen Mezger

The most important aspect of digital usage is to communicate. Keep it
Positive. Monitoring is important, but overdoing it can cause other
issues. Stress digital citizenship and online responsibility. Communicate
your digital expectations. As parents, we want to be able to call our
children and know that they are safe. Take part and invite your child to
talk about their online activities.
HTRS Has an APP
HTRS has a new website. We also have an app for your smartphone so
you can keep up with all the events at HTRS Schools. All you have to
do is go to your app store and search for HTRS. Download the
corresponding app and let the fun begin.
Happy exploring cyberspace together!
By Mrs. Withers

Tidbits From the “Title Team”
Take a look at the enclosed insert called Home and School Connection.
The January issue includes some fun ways to learn “What does respect
mean?” and suggestions to help students “Read to Succeed.”
By Ashlee Meyer and Dennette Wheeler
8
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field. She became a legal secretary for a judge in Pawnee City. Eventually bought out the bank and insurance department at The Bank of Steinauer with her cousin. College education is important and always continue to
learn were some valuable words of wisdom.
Neal Kanel (HHS 1987) Stateline Ag-Started working for the local fertilizer dealer and would go to work from high school each day. He attended UNL and the first two summers came back and still worked at the fertilizer company, also did a couple of internships for fertilizer and feedlots. Neal came back to the rural area, working for the company with
their books but had the opportunity to lease in 1999 and bought in 2002.
Words of wisdom: education is important; seek out a degree, put the cell
phones away and get to work on time, be courteous to sell the businessthe community does business with people they like. Use common sense
and being on time is just simple knowledge.
Deb Lewis, Amer ican National Bank, finds that she lives by her cell
phone being the 1st Vice President managing seven branches. Deb has
been with the bank for 35 years; she started when she was 12 as an overachiever. She attended SCC and then UNL in banking, but started as a
dental assistant and decided that was not her career choice. She found her
niche in the business realm-in high school went to a large savings and
loan and said ,“If I could be a teller, I would be so happy.” She had a
great mentor in the banking world, it was really the most positive thing to
help with career choices.
Peru State College also sent representatives who spoke about their paths
and gave some information regarding the different online accounts
(Blackboard, Canvas, etc.) that college students have to manage. Participation is so big, not only in high school but also in college- take avantage
of job shadowing - - the world is different, get out there and see it!

Nurse’s Notes
10 Healthy New Year Resolutions for Kids
The following tips are from the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
1. I will clean up my toys and keep my room in good order.
2. I will brush my teeth twice a day, and wash my hands before
eating and after using the bathroom.
3. I won’t tease dogs, even friendly ones, and keep my hands and
face away from their mouths.
4. I will drink more milk and water, and limit soda and fruity drinks.
5. I will apply sunscreen before going outdoors.
6. I will find a sport or activity that I like, and do it at least three
times a week.
7. I will always wear a helmet when bicycling or boarding.
8. I will wear my seat belt every time I get in the car.
9. I’ll be nice to others, and friendly to kids who need friends, like
someone shy or new to school.
10. I’ll never give out personal information or pictures of myself to
strangers or over the internet.
Healthy Resolutions for You
Healthy Body: Make healthy food choices. Be smoke free. Get plenty of
sleep. Know your numbers (weight, blood pressure, cholesterol).

Healthy family: Plan to eat meals together. Encourage and participate in
physical activity. Spend time together. Practice and teach good manners.
Healthy Home: Install and check smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
alarms on every level. Have a fire escape plan and review it often. Keep
cleaning supplies and medications away from children.

After lunch, seniors applied to college(s) of their choice. They enjoyed
photo ops using the new HTRS Apply2College backdrop, as well as special Snapchat filters created for the day. Last on the agenda was educational planning. EducationQuest was here to give juniors, seniors, and

Healthy Community: Volunteer at church, school, or other community
activities. Pay it forward. If you received help from others, try to help
someone too. Show common courtesy. It is always appreciated.
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Healthy Workplace: Stay home if you are sick. Wash your hands often.
Try to avoid job stress. Reduce work injuries by practicing good body
mechanics, (bend your legs, not your back.)
Reference: January school Health Newsletter by Mary Kayrouz East Salem School Nurse https://sites.google.com/a/salem.k12.va.us/marykayrouz-rn-school-nurse/monthley-newsletters-By Laura Leech, RN

Mrs. Zentner’s Preschool Class
We are now half way through the alphabet. We have learned to write the
letters and we have been practicing the sounds using the Zoophonics animals.
During December, we did a special literature unit about the Gingerbread
Man. We read several versions and compared the characters and plot of
the story. There were also projects in math, writing, science, and art to
go along with our story.
In January, we look forward to continuing to learn about the seasons as
we learn about winter. We’ll make observations of how the weather
changes and how that affects animals and people.

By Mrs. Zentner
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an assistant manager at Shoe Sensation, and Jason Guenther 2003-AASfrom ITT Tech in Computers and Electronics Engineering Technology
and a BA from Doane University in Business Management; he is currently HTRS's own technology specialist. All of the panel answered questions that had been complied by the seniors to learn more about their
lives after college.
Our last panel was the College Access stakeholders. The panel answered
questions, then split up into student groups and ate lunch with the seniors. Here are their stories and advice given:
Larry Stauffer (HHS 1977) Lincoln School of Commer ce for two
years; in 1979 he had an opportunity to be the accountant at Humboldt
Implement. Five years later someone else decided to leave and then he
was the young guy but he knew a guy in shop wanting to invest. He and
Tim Bowen invested as a partnership in 1992 he is passionate about the
public and satisfying the customers. People like doing business with people who care about them. He also informed us that most mechanics went
to SCC Milford for two years, but some are self-taught. Business perspective advice-concentrate on your job and be focused on what you are
doing, take initiative and look for “what else can I do when my job is
done?"
Tana Brown, State Bank of Table Rock-Grew up on a farm around
Shubert – lived in Pennsylvania with her family, she decided to find a
job at a small bank in Pennsylvania and did the family books for her husband’s own trucking firm. She loves to learn, enjoys being busy and
found it a challenge. Tana had terrific mentors that helped her along her
path. With dedication, commitment and hard work she soon was in management. She started at the bottom of the career chain and then moved up
the ladder. Her family decided to move back to NE 11 years ago to be
closer to her parents - learning how different banks work has helped her
to gain experience. Being the Operations Manager at the Humboldt
Branch is all about customer service.
Carol Schaardt- Graduated from Doane College 1987 and was married
that year so back to home town Steinauer with a degree in the business
27

Apply2College Day
Apply2College day was Monday, October 15th. Seniors were greeted by
a morning breakfast and cheery faces from guidance counselor, Karen
Mezger, counselor-in-training Brittany Rogers, and senior co-sponsor
leader in preparing students for college, Joan Dreier. Mrs. Rogers prepared a Kahoot educational game, “All about Our Teachers,” a trivia
game about HTRS teachers' educational journeys. The top five participants won gift cards to North Fork One-Stop: Grace Kanel, Journie
Vaughan, and Camille Frey; tied for 1st place, Jennabella Vasco and Anastasia Popham were the next two contestants. It was amazing to see the
trivia they do know about their teachers; everyone learned something
new as well!
Our next activity was a panel of current college students who fielded
questions that the seniors had come up with in advance. Big thanks go
out to the following HTRS grads: Grace Pumel 2017, James Jones 2017,
and Tyna Holthus 2018, who attend SCC Beatrice; Cheree Abbott 2018,
Casey McNealy 2015, Logan Bredemeier 2017, and Lauren Patzel 2017UNL; Alexander Fairchild-Flynn 2018-Nebraska Wesleyan and UNL
ROTC; and Misty Mather-PSC. A lot of valuable information was shared
with our students concerning their future educational path. Hopefully,
this helped them to feel better about the transition of leaving their homes,
familiar teachers, friends, routines, and the security of small town living.
Our next panel involved former HTRS students that have graduated from
college, as well as their degrees: Crystal (Ellis) Dunekacke 2002Bachelor's at PSC in Education and Master's from UNO in Public Administration, Allie (Ramer) James 2011-SCC Beatrice AA degree in
Business Administration and currently Assistant VP of Lending at the
State Bank of Table Rock, Jacob Herr 2014-BSBA Marketing, Management, Real Estate, and Land, works for Oath Financial as an Ops Analyst, Chantel (Tasler) Farwell 2006-Bachelor's from PSC in Bus. Management and Assoc. at Kaplan University in Business, Tiffany Hildebrand 2007-Special Material Expert in Operations from SCC Lincoln
and UNL, Felicia Pursche 2012-Wayne State BA in Psychology, minors
in Sociology and Art, working on Master's in Marketing and is currently
26

Ringing in the New Year in Kindergarten!
We have jumped right back into the swing of things in kindergarten. We
are back to decoding words, learning new sight words, as well as new
letters. We will be spelling those new words we are using, and we will
also be doing more writing. We are making sure that when we write a
sentence that it is a complete thought. We are also focusing on making
sure we have a capital letter at the beginning and the correct punctuation
at the end. We will continue to build on these skills.
In math, we are continuing to work on addition and subtraction. Our
main focus as we move forward is learning our numbers through twenty
and greater numbers as well. We will be adding the dime to our coins.
We are also continuing to work on telling time to the hour as well as
starting on time to the ½ hour.
We are taking a closer look at all the different jobs that are being done
right here in our own school in social studies.
In science, we are taking a look at our Earth and sky. We will take a look
at what we see in the sky when there is the sun, clouds, or moon out. We
will also observe and record the weather, as well as how we use rocks,
soil, and water. We will finish the chapter learning about recycling.
The children are getting excited as we are approaching our 100th day of
school. Depending on our Nebraska weather, this will either fall the end
of January or the beginning of February. Look for information to be
coming home regarding this exciting day of school!
We would like to congratulate the following students for making their
Book-It goal of reading 200 minutes per month. In October, our students
who made their goal were Jazlyn Dettmann, Lexi Eaton, Corbin Herr,
Rory Hilgenfeld, Sawyer James, Vader James, Collin Mezger, Franklin
Sikora, Savannah Wiemers, Sophie Cherry, Rae Dorney, Garrett Eppens,
Owen Kreifel, Bryson McMann, Jack Schmit, Henry Shupp, and Brandon Stewart. In November, our students who met their goal were Ryker
Cox, Jazlyn Dettmann, Lexi Eaton, Corbin Herr, Rory Hilgenfeld, Saw11

yer James, Collin Mezger, Franklin Sikora, Sophie Cherry, Garrett Eppens, Owen Kreifel, Bryson McMann, Jack Schmit, and Henry Shupp.
Great job and keep reading!!
Please keep in mind that we will be doing MAPs testing the middle to
end of January. It is very important for your child to have a good night’s
rest as well as a good breakfast in the morning during this testing time.
We will be sharing those results as well as our latest Dibels results at parent-teacher conferences on February 4th. We look forward to seeing
ALL of our parents and sharing your child’s progress with you.
By Mrs. Freeman and Mrs. Joy

Second Grade News
Happy New Year! Hope everyone had a safe and happy holiday. I am
including some photos from our Halloween party, Thanksgiving turkey
headbands, and the arrival of Nick – our Elf on the Shelf during the
month of December.
Reading is always full of adventures. We have been reading humorous fiction, realistic fiction and several biographies. We have also been
studying homographs, suffixes, and
synonyms. Congratulations to everyone who achieved their AR goal
for the second quarter. Don’t forget
to keep reading at home to earn
your minutes for the Book IT Program!
Math is fun learning about time and
money. We have had fun working
with clocks and playing a little quiz
bowl using money and speed in
counting the coins.
12

One Act
HTRS has performed an amazing one act season this year with
Mmmbeth, placing 4th at conference and 5th at districts. The cast and crew
have worked hard to make the play come together. Many of the cast have
won awards throughout the season with Cameron James, Camille Frey,
Kaitlyn Frey, Ronnie Schiffbauer, Alyssa Frey, Grace Kanel, and Austin
Herr winning superior actor awards at conference, and Cameron James,
Camille Frey, Kaitlyn Frey, Ronnie Schiffbauer, Alyssa Frey, Grace
Kanel, Austin Herr, Joseph Lamb, and William Taylor winning superior
actor awards at districts. Lourdes Central Catholic won overall at districts
and will be the ones to compete at state this year. The coaches, Brianna
Pohlmann and Megan Howe, have already begun discussing ideas for
next year’s play, and plan to do casting next May so the cast can have all
summer to learn their lines and be ahead for next year.
By Ronnie Schiffbauer

Robotics Workshop
Robotics is led by Mrs. Cindy Stalder and at a robotics workshop they
recently attended at Southeast Community College in Lincoln, there
were kids from different schools learning about robotics and how to run
their robots. They program the robots to do different things on the track
of the table. At the robotics workshop, they took students and their materials to the workshop to fix their robots. They learned how to drive the
robots, solder wires in general, snip wires, and had a day of just working
on robots. Mrs. Stalder says she and her kids like the workshops, and
she says, “It’s very good to learn from and help the kids learn how to do
things when it comes to actual competitions such as the one in Grand
Island.” The robotics team this year is very smart and does pretty well in
competitions.
By Jacob Joy
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In science and social studies, we have been learning about Earth’s materials, resources, landforms, product maps, and bodies of water. We are
also learning how fossils provide evidence of how Earth has changed
over time.
Wishing you and your family a great start to a new year!
The Second Grade Team and Mrs. Svoboda

HTRS K-8 Book Fair
January 28-February 5, 2019
Book Fair open during normal school hours
and during
Parent-Teachers Conference.
Come up to the library and see what books
are available.
If you have questions contact Mrs. Kappel.
Shop online at:

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/htrsschools
24
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Fifth Grade News

CNA Class - Laura Leech

The fifth grade has completed their winter assessments. These assessments are important to see how much we have learned throughout the
year. The students did an excellent job taking these tests serious and giving their best effort.

The eight students in Certified Nursing Assistant program (CNA) are Delayne Schuster, Matilyn Stalder, Aliesha Walker, Carissa Allen, Shelbie
Coudeyras, Stacy Oliver, Mya Richey, and Ronnie Schiffbauer. The class
is only offered to juniors and seniors because you have to be a least 16 in
order to become a CNA. The CNA class prepares students to be able to
take care of others. There are many opportunities for a CNA to find a job.
The first one a lot of people think about is the nursing home. They are
able to help take care of people that can no longer care for themselves. A
CNA provides care for things we as people tend to take for granted. They
help people get dressed, brush their hair, brush their teeth, eat, and use
the restroom. They are also trained to recognize abnormal symptoms and
report to the nursing staff. Certified Nursing Assistants can also work in
hospitals and other health care places besides nursing homes. A CNA is a
vital role in healthcare. Our school nurse, Laura Leech, has taught our
CNA course for the past five years, however, it was started by Jilliane
Volker, RN. Nurse Laura says she doesn't know how long Jilliane taught
the class. Mrs. Leech is grateful that our school already has many of the supplies needed for the class.
Laura said, “She has really enjoyed teaching CNA.
It is a wonderful opportunity for the students to get
their foot in the door of the nursing world. Some
find that they really love it and it guides their career
choice.” She is proud to be the instructor of the
wonderful students we have.

In December, Mikaila Gappa joined the fifth grade classroom. This
makes twenty-three students in the fifth grade classroom. Welcome,
Mikaila!!
In January, the fifth grade will be revisiting the expectations of the classroom and the common areas of the school. This will help them remember
the rules and also practice them. The fifth grade will be going to Colonial
Acres on January 16th. Colonial Acres has the students team up with a
resident to make a craft, one for the resident and one for the student. The
class has really enjoyed walking to the nursing home every month.
If you have not signed up for Class DoJo on your smartphone, you still
have time. This is a way to communicate with me. I send out information
about what is happening in the class along with pictures of the students. I
have put several pictures up of Colonial Acres and our Tribal Challenges. It is a great way to see what your child is doing during the day. In my
classroom, I have their assignments on Google Classroom. At the beginning of the year, the students were hesitant about using the computers.
They have become very accustom to completing their work online.

By Larissa Goings

Have a Happy New Year!!

Titan of the Month – Conner Bredemeier

By Mrs. Standerford

Titan

Island
14

The titan of the month is Conner Bredemeier. As a senior, he is involved
in football, basketball, track, FCA, leadership, mentoring, and National
Honor Society. When asked if he likes being titan of the
month, he said, “Yes, because I get to park closer to the
school.” Conner says that his favorite class this year is
lifetime sports.
By Joe Stalder
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Holiday Giving
The seventh and eighth grade English classes at HTRS were both excited
to give back to their community and spread some holiday cheer. Through
SENCA, both classes adopted a family. Thanks to the students and some
very kind staff members, each class raised almost $100.00! After raising
the money needed, the classes went to the Dollar General. The classes
were split into groups, given a budget, and set loose to do some shopping. It really was a fantastic experience! Students were able to give back
to their community and to practice a very necessary life skill of budgeting. Congratulations to the seventh and eighth
grade classes at
HTRS for making your school
proud!

Sunday-Monday, January 6th and 7th 2019 - Doane Vocal Festival
Participants William Taylor and Lauren Nanninga will perform in a
concert open to the public on Monday, January 7th at 6:30 p.m. in
the Heckman Auditorium

#TitanPride

Flute: Grace Kanel, Ellie Schaardt, Kaitlyn Frey, Alyssa Howe, and
Delayne Schuster

By Mrs. Bowen

Clarinet: Joe Stalder, and Jennabella Vasco

Notes from the Music Department

Monday, January 14th, 2019 - Pioneer Conference Honor Band hosted by Falls City Sacred Heart at Prichard Auditorium. Public concert at 7:00 p.m.
Congratulations to these Honor Band members:

Alto Saxophone: Hunter Hain, Jayden McNealy, Peyton Schaardt, and
Brittany Holley
Baritone Saxophone: William Taylor
Trumpet: Matilyn Stalder, Will Stalder, Carissa Allen, Natalie Novak,
Joseph Lamb, and Nic Knudson
Trombone: Lauren Nanninga, Austin Herr, Abby Stalder, and Andrew
Stalder, and Shannon Jones
Tuba: Lenny Blecha
Percussion: Cameron James
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My Experience at Code Crush

Lisa Wittrock – Titan Staff Member of the Month

By Sally Joyner

Mrs. Lisa Wittrock is the fourth grade teacher. She wanted to become a
teacher because her mom was a teacher in a one room school and she has
five siblings that have taught, and has a passion for learning. One of her
main sources of inspiration for learning was her dad. He told Mrs.
Wittrock’s family to get an education because it was something that no
one could take away from them, and now Mrs. Wittrock is helping her
students get that education. She started her education at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. In her section of fourth grade, she has 12 students,
but all together there are 23 students. Mrs. Wittrock wishes she could
change the home lives of some of the students in her class. What she
loves most about teaching is that every day is something new and different. Most nights she is at school until six or seven o’clock in order to get
all her work done. She likes teaching math to her students because it is
easy and fun, for both her and her students. She tries everything she can
to keep her students safe. Her biggest fear is that something horrible will
happen to her students. When Mrs. Wittrock is not teaching, she is either
with her sisters, daughters, or grandkids. Mrs. Wittrock said, “Although
I’m from a family of ten children, we are very close and spend a lot of
time together.” She is proud to have earned her master’s degree, while
also raising her two girls, Larissa and Kayla on her own. Larissa is a
LPN at Falls City Care Center and Kayla is a Development Manager at
ALS Association, Mid-America Chapter in Omaha. Mrs. Wittrock feels
that every student has their own issues and that she just needs to build a
relationship with each and every one of them so they can trust her. She
has taught at HTRS for her 28 year teaching career. Her years as a teacher can be stressful but also rewarding because she gets to learn new
things about every student she has had and she just enjoys it. Teaching
makes her happy and she feels better about herself because she is helping children learn about new things every day. When asked if she could
improve anything about HTRS, Mrs. Wittrock said, “If I could improve
anything about HTRS, it would be to have more parent involvement. If
parents get involved then they are sending a message to
their child that school and their education is important.”

This year I was selected out of a large number of girls from other
schools in the Midwest to go to the University of Nebraska in Omaha
for a three day event. This event focused around computer science,
technology, and coding.
The first thing I did on this trip was tour FIRST DATA. FIRST DATA
is a business in Omaha that makes and designs credit cards. We learned
how code is put into credit cards and how the cards are designed and
made. Next, we used a platform called Python Pillow and we learned
how to use code. Code is computer programming. Python Pillow is a
program language for an imaging library. We dragged images off the
Internet and then we used Python Pillow to store these large files in
small, bite-size pieces. These smaller formats can then be converted
into statistical data through the code format. The following day, we attended two student sessions: IT Innovation and bioinformatics. In IT
Innovation we creatively solved problems. We prototyped an app. We
were given a problem, which was people dying from being on their
phone while crossing the street. We were given the task to prototype an
app to stop this. We were put into groups and my group came up with
the idea of using tracking devices, notifications, and alarms to solve
this problem. In bioinformatics, we learned about DNA. We extracted
DNA from a strawberry. We were informed about how science and
technology can be combined to improve our health. Something we
learned was that DNA can be turned into code and then modified or
engineered.
After the student sessions, we toured Flywheel. Flywheel is a company
that designs computer software. Flywheel is different from your stereotypical office environment. The people were really friendly and glad to
be there. There were good vibes and the vibe sent the message, “I don’t
HAVE to go to work, I GET to go to work.” Dogs are welcome in the
work space which really makes it feel like a family setting. We also
listened to a panel of workers. Following the Flywheel tour, we visited
Gallup. The Gallup organization takes surveys from around the world.
They gather information and turn it into statistics through the coding
process. This helps researchers develop ideas as to what the world is
going to be like in the near future. Everyone around the world has
16

By Emely Marsh and Anastasia Popham
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HTRS Alumni’s Football Career

HTRS alumni, TJ Standerford, lead the Mound City Panthers to an undefeated season. In his first season as head coach of the Panthers, TJ had
the team in the weight room lifting all summer and worked on putting his
defense in place. In conference play, the Panthers usually ended the game
by the third quarter being undefeated in regular season. In district play,
the Panthers had to defeat several teams to become District Champions.
After all these games, the Panthers had one more game to win to qualify
for the state championship game. The championship game was played in
Columbia, Missouri at the University of Missouri. The team played a
hard fought game with the score changing between teams. The Mound
City Panthers ended up on the top side of the score. They had won the
Missouri State 8-man Football Championship. Congratulations, Coach
Standerford and the Mound City Panthers
for a great year of football. Also Congratulations to Coach Standerford for being
named the 8-man Coach of the Year.

different viewpoints. For example, someone in China might say they
don’t like McDonalds where as someone in the USA may say they do.
This could impact business decisions and where people invest their money.
On the final day, we took a class called Digital Forensics. This is a
branch off from forensic science but it has to do with cybercrimes. We
talked about how someone can use code to know when you took a picture and find the exact location. It is possible to track someone down on
the Internet even if they think they are hiding. Even a credit card used by
someone can reveal their whereabouts. The next activity was called
Crowd Simulation, which was partially virtual reality. We talked about
things you can interact with in a video game including characters and
props. We put on the Oculus Go’s headsets and got on a fishing game.
You would go out and try to catch fish. While doing so, we had to identify the things we could interact with: a fishing pole, a tackle box, and
fish. Much of this experience can be attributed to coding. The final event
was a tour of Union Pacific. It was brought to our attention that the direction and timing of train travel is controlled by computers through the
coding process. Union Pacific will rely upon a workforce in the future
that can support this demand for productive commerce.
Overall, I found CodeCrush to be extremely beneficial. It opened my
eyes to the fact that not many girls or women are in the field of computer science. After being in this all girl environment, I am now excited to
learn more about coding. I hope to attend some of the summer programs
offered by the UNO College of Information and Technology and I am
considering a career with bioinformatics.
By Sally Joyner, 8th Grade
Code Crush is open to all 8th and 9th
grade girls. UNO has been hosting
this since 2014 to get girls interested
in Computer Science. They host these
three day immersion programs in the
fall and spring and a week-long camp
in the summer.
By Mrs. Stalder

By Kim Standerford
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Nebraska Trout in the Classroom

Trapshooting

Nebraska Trout in the Classroom is underway in the Biology classroom.
Thanks to the generous donation of the HTRS Public Schools Foundation, we were able to purchase the needed materials and equipment to
raise trout from eggs to fingerlings to be released this spring at the
Schramm Park and Recreation Center.

Trapshooting is one of the fastest growing sports in the Midwest and it
has been offered to HTRS students for the past nine years. In 2009, the
Pawnee City Trap Team was formed with shooters from Pawnee City,
HTRS and Lewiston. This group of shooters compete in the Eastern
Cornhusker Trapshooting Conference from March to April each spring
culminating in the Cornhusker Trapshooting Invitational in Doniphan,
Nebraska. Last year 855 juniors (students in grades 6-8) and 1,654 seniors (students in grades 9 - 12) competed. Andrew Stalder placed 15th
shooting an impressive 95 out of 100.

Our tank is set up and now we are cycling the water. This is a great opportunity to learn about the Nitrogen Cycle and put our knowledge to
practice. The students introduced bacteria into the water and are adding
fish food to start the decomposition process. Three times a week students
are using test kits to analyze the water. Students are collecting data on
the ammonia levels, nitrite levels, nitrate levels, pH, and temperature. We
have about a month to get the ammonia and nitrite levels down and nitrate levels up before the eggs arrive in mid-January.

Students will use this opportunity to explore life cycles, aquatic environments, and animal adaptations. Students will also be dissecting trout to
learn about fish anatomy. We
will keep you updated on this
project.
By Mary Moser

Trapshooting is a sport that is being offered at many colleges in the area
including Doane, Midland, and Iowa Western to name a few. It is a sport
where girls compete along with boys. They compete individually as well
as for a team score.

Practices will begin Sundays at 2:00 p.m. in February at the tr ap
range in Pawnee City, participants need to have completed a Hunter’s
Education class. To sign up for a class go to the Nebraska Game and
Parks website under education to find nearby classes. Participants furnish
their own gun and ammo for practice and competitions. Competitions
begin March 16, 2019 in Beatr ice and r un ever y Satur day for 6
weeks. If you are a student in grades 6 through 12 and are interested in
competing in trapshooting or have questions about the sport, contact any
of the current HTRS students (Hunter Hain, Matilyn Stalder or Andrew
Stalder) or me at marymoser@htrstitans.org.
By Mary Moser
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