HOME OF THE TITANS

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Humboldt, NE
Permit #9

FEBRUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER

Postal Patron

Sherri Edmundson, Superintendent
As much as we all want spring to be here, it is only February! Please
make sure your children are coming to school prepared for whatever
weather is headed our way. It is important for students to get outside
as much as possible, so please make sure they are prepared for recess, and especially prepared if they walk to school or to and from
the bus stops. We are at that time of year where we never know
when inclement weather will hit. Please make sure you watch the
TV, listen to the radio, check us out on Facebook, and sign up for
the announcements from the school so that you know when we release early, start late, or do not have school.
We have switched back to yellow protocol with some changes. We
will be wearing masks at all times including recess and PE. Our cases have continued to remain low after Christmas break. The warmer
weather and the vaccine will help us as we continue through the
school year.
Because of COVID and the change in state assessments, MAPS testing has become more important. Please have a conversation with
your student and emphasize this so that we get the most accurate
results possible and students can be placed in courses and groups
appropriately.

HTRS Schools
810 Central Avenue
Humboldt, NE 68376

We welcome three new school board members – Kyle Hilgenfeld,
Crystal Dunekacke, and Mike Kanel. We thank those retiring from
the board for their many years of service – Sandy Stalder, Mike
Bredemeier, and Rock Herr. The three with continued service include Neal Kanel (President), Tim Schaardt (Vice President), and
Scott Ogle. If you have concerns, please remember the chain of
command and start with your child’s teacher or coach, then the AD
if applicable, the principal, then the superintendent, and lastly the
board.
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We have such awesome things going on at HTRS. Congratulations to
AcaDeca, speech, basketball teams, and wrestling on their successes
so far this season. Did you know that the MUDECAS basketball tournament is the longest standing tournament west of the Mississippi?
The junior high girls’ basketball team has also started their season.
We have a fantastic group of students that participate very hard in the
extra-curricular activities on top of their full academic schedules. We
are very proud of them for their accomplishments. All of these things
together show what a great community we have and what is really
important. Academics and activities are important, but it is also important that we raise students to be productive and caring citizens in
society. There is so much to be learned in school besides what happens in the classroom, court, or field. We truly do have a great group
of students and staff at HTRS!
#BEKIND

Joe Stalder – Senior
Joe Stalder is a senior this year at HTRS. His parents are Dave and
Sally Stalder. Joe has two siblings: Will and Abby. Joe is involved
in track, speech, quiz bowl, band, jazz band, mentoring, mentoring
advisory, and National Honor Society. Joe is the senior editor for
this newsletter and will be greatly missed next year. He plans to attend the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and major in business management. One thing Joe has on his bucket list is to publish a fantasy
novel.
By Brody Mendenhall

#GOTITANS

By Glena Withers

When Was the Last Time You Said I Love You?
“Love is in the air.” February and Valentine’s Day are just around the
corner. It is the time that we remind those dear and close to us that
they are important to us and that we love them.
How can we do this during the pandemic? You might need to use a
virtual tool. What’s that? Well, it is the ability to communicate with
someone or a group using the camera on a device along with a virtual
programs. Here are some program examples: Facebook Live, Google
Meet, Skype, and Zoom. Each program does the same thing just a
little differently.
Facebook isn’t as secure as the others, but it is by far the easiest
because people already have an account, and their family and friends
have one too. It is live and anybody can watch. Once you are finished
recording, you just stop it and, it is available for others to view. Just
remember that what you post is there for the world to see and hear.
2
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If you have a Google account, then you can use Google Meet. If you
don’t, you can create one for free. Google Meet shows up at the
bottom of your left toolbar. You create the meeting and invite others
to join. Only those you invite can join. A tutorial is available on
youtube.com.

Abby Stalder – Senior
Abby Stalder is a senior at HTRS. Her parents are Dave and Sally
Stalder, and she has two brothers, Will and Joe, who are also seniors.
Abby plans to attend the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to major in
Grassland Systems. In school, she is involved in volleyball, cheerleading, drill team, swing choir, band, jazz band, mentoring, leadership, one act, FFA, and National Honor Society. Abby said, “One
thing on my bucket list is to go to Mexico.” One of her favorite high
school memories was traveling to Indianapolis for the national FFA
convention. When asked what she will miss about high school after
she graduates, Abby said,
“I’ll miss the activities
that I’m involved in.” She
also said that her favorite
classes she took while in
high school were statistics
and auto repair. Abby
would rather move far
away than stay close to
home. She also mentioned
that her favorite zoo animal is the tapir.
By Joe Stalder

Send a virtual Valentine through a virtual visit. It isn’t the same as
being with them, but a virtual hug is always welcome. Tell those you
love that you love them today. There is no guarantee that you can
tomorrow.

Tidbits From the “Title Team”
Take a look at the enclosed insert called Recipes for Success. Within
the “Writing” section, the February issue includes a fun way to work
on skills needed for identifying “point of view” or “who is telling the
story”. Find this fun activity under the heading Tinker with Point of
View. Your student might also enjoy doing the activity this month in
the “Fitness” section. Through this fun activity, students and parents
get moving together! What a great opportunity to have a little fun and
get some daily exercise too! These are just a few of the many activities; there are so many more to explore!

**Receive an Extra Titan Ticket**
If you and your child complete one or more of the activities on the
Recipes for Success insert, please sign and have your child return the
insert to their classroom teacher to receive an extra Titan Ticket! Additionally, your child’s name will be entered into a drawing for a
book.
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By Ashlee Meyer and Dennette Wheeler
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Nurse’s Notes

An Update on My Cat

It seems that there is never a dull moment in the nurse’s office. At
the end of the first semester, our CNA class finished up. We were
able to have five students complete the course and I am pleased to
say they are all now Certified Nursing Assistants. These students are
Brooke Hain, Sarah Hernandez, Brittany Holley, Kenna McClarnen,
and Allison Vaughan. I am grateful to Colonial Acres for working
with HTRS students to still receive a quality clinical experience during this pandemic. Many extra steps had to be taken to get the students the experience that cannot be replaced by a skills lab, and we
are grateful to have such a wonderful facility to work with.

I have a beautiful black cat named Magic. He has a very fun and eccentric personality, and he never offers a dull moment in my life. He
was a gift to me on my eighth birthday, so I have had my buddy at
my side for seven years. My cat’s favorite pastimes include: hunting,
basking in the sunlight, sleeping, and doing tricks for treats. Magic
has a wondrous cow costume that he wears with pride in addition to
his closet filled with fun costumes. The other day, he told me that he
wants to start learning to do an obstacle course, which is an endeavor
I very much support. Exercise is an extremely important part of
Magic’s life to keep him healthy and young. Speaking of obstacles,
Magic has had to overcome several in his long life. He has suffered
through a severe case of allergies that left his black hair all over the
place. He has also taken long rides all across the countryside in my
family’s cars. Magic has been to Tecumseh, Cook, Falls City, Verdon, Salem, Sabetha, Dawson, and Pawnee City by just hitching rides
from my unknowing family. He always comes back home though,
and I listen to his tales about life while I feed him cat soup. All in all,
Magic is a groovy cat with big dreams and an even bigger heart, and
I will forever care, love, and support him.

We were able to transition back to our yellow protocol mid-January.
This allows students to move from class to class again. I do urge all
students and parents to continue to be diligent in following the recommended guidelines of wearing a mask and socially distancing.
With the increased movement, each student is possibly exposed to an
increased number of people.
I am excited that the COVID vaccine is becoming available in our
area. They are distributing the vaccines in tiers based on priority related to occupations and health categories. I know you may have
questions regarding the vaccine. This link may help you answer
some of those questions. https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/
hcp/answering-questions.html. I do recommend that you consider
getting the vaccine. It is a huge step in fully combating this pandemic. Contact your health care provider if you have specific questions
regarding your health and the vaccine.
We began our annual health screenings mid-January. If you have not
received your child’s report, be watching for it to come home. The
health screenings are an important tool to use to catch problems with
hearing, vision, and dental health early. Remember, it is a screening
and does not replace regular visits with your doctor. If your child has
problems with the screening, it is important to follow up with your
doctor to get an evaluation.
I am grateful for all the effort of our staff, students, and patrons in
helping keep HTRS healthy and in session so far this year. Keep
fighting the good fight!
By Nurse Laura
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Creative writing by Hannah Koziol

Work

School

Work and School Balance
I, along with many other students in the senior class, have a job after
school and on the weekends. Balancing the two for me is very easy,
especially since I work more on the weekends than after school. During the week is reserved specifically for school and nothing else, as
there is nothing else to do typically. The weekends become more of a
work time than relaxation time. I try to always stay busy with something after school, so I don’t have much free time. Balancing the two
is important to make sure I’m getting the most out of both school and
work. Working is enjoyable for many reasons, one being the people I
work with and the other of course is the spending money. The reasons I dislike working are because it can take away some family time
and time to study if I do get overwhelmed.
By Brody Mendenhall
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Dealing with Work and School
Throughout all four years of high school, I have spent time working
at the Crook Dairy Farm. There are pros and cons to working while in
school. The first pro is that it teaches me time management skills. At
work, I have to feed all of the calves before we can start milking the
cows. This means that I have a certain amount of time to get them all
fed, or else we will start later. I have also learned time management
from having to balance my time at work with getting my homework
done. I know that I have assignments that are due, so I don’t always
have time to relax when I get home. That is also the con. Working
does take away some free time, so I have to decide what I want to
with the time I have. The next pro, and probably the most obvious
one, is the fact that I’m earning money. When there is something that
I want to buy, I can do so because of the money I’ve earned. This is
also very helpful in saving for college. I’ll end up having less student
debt than I would if I didn’t work during the school year. Even working just twice a week adds up quickly. Finally, working during the
school year teaches responsibility. I know that if I don’t show up to
work on time, or if I don’t get everything that I’m supposed to finished, those things just won’t get done. This carries over into schoolwork—I know I have to get all of my homework done on time or I
will get a poor grade on it. I would recommend working during
school, because the benefits outweigh the time that is given up.

PBIS Elementary
January Celebration – Happy New Year!
Titan Ticket Celebrations
December class ticket totals and individual winners:
Grade Ticket
Totals

Individual Drawing
Results

PK-3
PK-4

Chet Hutton
Scarlett DeJonge

94

K

134

Onyxia Norrup
Charlotte Phillips

1st

59

Savannah Wiemers
Savannah Bittner

2nd

150

Ryker Cox
Rory Hilgenfeld

3rd

158

Ava Shupp

th

62

Jazi Frey

th

96

Bradyn Bowen
Emma Bredemeier
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Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible

By Joe Stalder

Daisies
The wheels are turning in your mind, but they’re going nowhere.
It’s like talking without speaking.
But remaining stationary is boring.
Why only dwell in figments you are most accustomed with?
Think of picking petals from a daisy.
One by one, asking yourself yes or no, until you reach the end.
Why rely on blind probability?
With such inaccuracy, life may seem bland.
Instead of picking daisies, grow a garden.
Tend to it and watch your happiness grow.
Keep out the weeds and you’ll never want to pick daisies again.
Creative writing by Sally Joyner
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Elementary Titan Ticket drawings and celebrations were held on
January 12, 2021 in each classroom using all the Titan tickets earned
during the month of December. The Mighty Titan visited the classes
for the celebrations. “Happy New Year” was the January celebration
theme. The prize choices were: hot chocolate party, play Wii with
two friends, lunch line fast pass, wear slippers one day at school,
bring a stuffed animal to school for a day, and choose a book for the
teacher to read to the class. The name on the Titan Ticket that is
drawn in each classroom chooses which prize they would like to
have.
Congratulations to the Titan Ticket winners and to all the students
for earning Titan Tickets. First semester 5,505 Titan Tickets were
earned by students in grades PreK – 5th grade. That shows our
HTRS students demonstrate Safe, Responsible, and Respectful behavior everywhere and all the time in our school setting! Wow, keep
up the good work! Students earn Titan tickets by following the ex5

pectations in their classroom, lunchroom, hallway, restroom, and on
the bus. All students know that adults are looking for Safe, Responsible, and Respectful behavior s all the time! Ever y student is a winner and that is what the Mighty Titan, the teachers, and all students
celebrate each month!
By Candy Blecha

Students Hard at Work
Many HTRS students are hard working in and out of the classroom.
Lots of kids work at Crook’s Dairy or One Stop downtown. An example of a student worker is Austin Herr. Austin works at Sonic in Auburn and has worked there since March of 2020. I asked him how he
keeps up with school work and extracurricular activities while also
working his job. He said, “I have to know everything I have going on
during the day. I also make sure I have enough time to relax and not
get burnt out.” Austin is a manager at Sonic, so occasionally he has to
keep the other workers on task. I asked him what it’s like working
with older people. He responded with, “It can be strange at times. My
entire life I’ve been looking up to older people. I have always looked
at older people like they’re in charge. I now have to understand that
I’m the one in charge, and they have to listen to what I say.” Austin is
not the only student who works while dealing with the everyday challenges school brings. To every student who works while going to
school, keep up the great work!
By Benjamin Shubert

Orange Protocol

Humboldt Community Thrift Store
February Specials:
All wall hanging pictures/decor 50% off!
All outerwear 50% off: coats, jackets, sweaters, sweatshirts,
gloves, hats, winter scarves, and boots.
Please watch Facebook for store updates as we are short volunteers at this time.
NEW WINTER HOURS:
Monday 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Thursday 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Friday 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m.-Noon
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HTRS went into to orange protocol due to Covid-19. Orange protocol causes the students to be assigned to one room that they have to
stay in all day until 1:30. Teachers are to teach in one room and go
online in the other room. Some students say they like being in orange
because it gives them more time to get homework and things done so
they don’t have to take it home. Other students say they don’t like
being in orange because they like being in the classrooms and not
online. I’m one of those students that doesn’t like being in orange
protocol; I learn better in the classroom than online. I know there are
other students like me that don’t like online work or orange protocol.
We were sent into orange protocol before Christmas break, for the
teachers and the students it started out rough, and then everyone just
got used to it. For some students and teachers, it was stressful for
them to adjust to orange protocol. After we came back from Christmas break, we all thought we were going to go back to yellow, but
we had to do two more weeks of orange protocol because some students had gotten Covid-19 over Christmas break. All I can say, and
I’m sure I speak for some teachers and a lot of students, I can’t wait
to get back to yellow and get out of orange.
By Larissa Wiemers
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Kindergarten

HTRS K-8 Book air
February 1-8, 2021
The book fair is open during normal
school hours and also during ParentTeachers Conference.
Come up to the library and see what
books are available. If you have questions, contact Mrs. Kappel.
You can also shop online at:
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/htrsschools

Our “LOVE” of learning continues to grow in kindergarten. We continue to learn new sight words each week. Our blending continues to
get stronger each and every day. Please continue to practice those
sight words at home with your children. Also, please give them some
“cvc” (consonant – vowel – consonant) words each day to keep them
reading. Identifying the beginning, middle, and ending sounds of
words are also an important part of our reading. We continue to work
on our handwriting as well as our writing skills. If you are ever down
our hallway, take a peek and check, as we like to showcase some of
our writing out in the hall.
In math, we are working on composing and decomposing numbers
11-19. We continue to practice writing numbers 0-20. We have
learned about fact families when adding and subtracting. We are
practicing fluency with our math facts. Any extra practice that you do
at home with their math facts is super helpful.
In January, we had Ms. Jamie Ankrom come in and do First Time
Physics with our classes. The kids tried building a structure using
toothpicks and marshmallows.
We would like to congratulate Jaxton Ferris, Lesley Herr, Haley
Schmit, Xandyr Bredemeier, Riley Duryea, Jaxon Herr, Ainsley
James, Emery Mezger, Onyxia Norrup, Ryan Rogers, Parker
Schuetz, and Emma Shupp for reaching their 2nd quarter AR goal and
earning the opportunity to go to the AR party. We continue to encourage all the kindergarten students to keep reading and taking
those quizzes for 3rd quarter.
We would also like to recognize our Monthly Book It readers. For
the month of November, we had Riley Duryea, Jaxon Herr, Ainsley
James, Emery Mezger, Ryan Rogers, Parker Schuetz, Emma Shupp,
Mason Ellston, Lesley Herr, Everlynn Kreifel, Charlotte Phillips, Haley Schmit, and Chase Stutheit. For the month of December, we had
Riley Duryea, Jaxon Herr, Ainsley James, Emery Mezger, Ryan
Rogers, Parker Schuetz, Emma Shupp, Mason Ellston, Lesley Herr,
Everlynn Kreifel, Charlotte Phillips, Haley Schmit, and Chase
Stutheit. Great job on their efforts. We encourage our students to
read or be read to 20 minutes every day. Our kindergarten monthly
goal is to reach 200 minutes.
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We have finished up our winter session of MAPS testing and plan to
share those results along with Acadience results with you during your
conference time, which is quickly approaching on February 8th.
Please look for information coming home about going online and
signing up for a conference time. If something comes up, please let us
know so that we can reschedule you a time. We look forward to sharing your child’s progress with you. February 12th, there will be no
school as all staff will have an all day in-service event. Also, there
will be no school for kindergarten only on Friday, March 26th, due to
Kindergarten Round-Up.
By Mrs. Freeman and Miss Tomek

Speech News
This year contest speech will look and feel a little (or a lot) different.
Most of our meets so far have been scheduled to not be in person this
year. The speech meets will be asynchronous, which means that students will submit videos that are recorded ahead of time and submitted online through Speechwire. Other meets will be synchronous –
which means online and live, usually through Zoom. Our first meet
at Fairbury was held asynchronous on January 9th. Joseph Lamb
placed 3rd in varsity poetry and Shannon Jones placed 6th in varsity
extemp. We look forward to this interesting season!
By Mrs. Frey

Community Care Closet
Mrs. Wittrock’s Ramblings
What makes the Earth’s natural wonders exciting and unique? Our
reading classes have been focused on using a variety of text to learn
information about the Earth’s natural wonders. This includes being
able to identify text and graphic features, main ideas, and different
text structures that students can use to better understand unfamiliar
texts. They are learning that our world is full of unique places with
amazing wonders on land, in the ocean, and in the sky.
In social studies class, we continue to study about Nebraska’s history. Fourth graders are learning about the different Native American
tribes that lived in the state and the impact the settlers had on their
way of life. We look forward to celebrating Nebraska’s birthday next
month.

The fourth grade is currently working with fractions during math
class. They have learned how to find equivalent fractions and to compare fractions. Next up is adding and subtracting fractions. They continue to work hard on memorizing the basic multiplication and division facts.
By Mrs. Wittrock
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If you have a student or know of a student in
need, HTRS now has a care closet available. This
project was started by staff to ensure our students have access to personal care items, free of
charge. The care closet is completely stocked
through donations to keep the items free to
those who need them. It is available to any student PK-12th grade.
Types of Items available:
*Shampoo

*Lotion

*Deodorant

*Products

*Body Wash

*Hair Brushes/Combs

*Toothpaste/Toothbrushes
**Monetary donations can be made at the State Bank of
Table Rock to the Community Care Closet account.
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