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Overview

The Discovery Difference

When you see the world through the eyes of Discovery, you see the world through the eyes of an
explorer, a scientist, an adventurer. On a Discovery Student Adventure, we value the authentic interaction
between cultures. With Discovery Education’s unparalleled access on our educational adventures, you
will explore the hidden treasures few tourists ever see. But most of all, you will interact with the local
people, landscape, food, and wildlife. Real interaction. The kind that starts with a handshake and ends in
friendship. The kind that can only happen when you let your curiosity be your compass, and discovery be
your destination. And since our teacher-led trips are all-inclusive, you never have to worry about the
travel details—it’s all taken care of for you. On a Discovery Student Adventure, the world is your
classroom. So pack your curiosity—you’ve got the world to see.

Learn Adventurously.

There’s a reason they’re called Discovery Student Adventures. Every trip includes activities designed to
pump adrenaline to the far reaches of your body. From rappelling down waterfalls in the Costa Rican
rainforest to tracking real live game deep in the African bush to looking a great white shark straight in the
eyes off the coast of South Africa—your heart will be pounding, your palms sweating, and your sense of
accomplishment overwhelming. Our student group tours may be educational, but they’re also
phenomenally good fun. So go ahead, jump right in and enjoy the challenge.

Open Your Eyes. And Your Mind.

It’s a great big world out there, and each country has its own rich culture and fascinating history. No one
appreciates this more than Discovery, a company that’s always had the world as its focus. 1t’s no surprise
then, that instead of simply visiting Robben Island, the site of Nelson Mandela’s incarceration during
South Africa’s apartheid era, you’ll be guided through the prison by a former political detainee. Activities
like these, and there are many, reveal the world in a whole new light. And this new understanding of the
world will live with you long after the adventure is over.



The Ultimate Field Trip

When it comes to science, there’s no better way to learn than by experience. That’s what field trips are all
about. But on a Discovery Student Adventure, they’re really kicked up a notch. Take our Arctic
expedition. As you sail the Arctic waters, you’ll join a crew of thirty scientists and experts who’ll lead
you through daily workshops in this fragile, frigid ecosystem. In Costa Rica, you’ll join researchers
working to preserve endangered sea turtle populations by helping to build or relocate hatcheries for their
eggs. Taking what you’ve learned in the classroom and applying it to the real world is education at its
best—and most thrilling.

Get in the Green Zone

Respect for the planet has been at the very core of Discovery since its founding. Combine this reverence
with an endless wonder, curiosity, and passion, and it’s understandable why every Discovery Student
Adventure has at least one activity dedicated to conservation and the environment. By watching polar
bears in their natural habitat, you’ll understand why this majestic animal now finds itself endangered. The
more we know about our planet, the more we can help preserve it for others to enjoy. That’s why our
student group tours never leave a messy footprint. 1t’s why we pack out what we pack in. 1t’s about being
more than a student abroad; it’s about being a good steward abroad.

Change the World. Change Yourself.

If it were just about going, observing, and leaving, it wouldn’t be a Discovery Student Adventure. Instead,
our trips provide you with unique opportunities to not only visit local communities, but also to serve
them. In China, for example, you’ll brighten the lives of sick children in the Songtang Hospice simply by
reading to them in English. In Australia, you’ll contribute to the coral research efforts of the Great Barrier
Reef. Without question, you’ll gain from whichever trip you go on. But you’ll also have many chances to
give back. And it’s those interactions that change everyone for the better. And for good.

Travel Abroad 2.0

Discovery Education’s rich digital content can bring your adventure to life even before you board the
plane. Online lessons, webinars, and videos will help set the stage for what is sure to be an unforgettable
experience. Once there, harness the web to document your experience. Blogs, online diaries, photos
uploaded to your favorite social networking site—our students do it all. However you choose to stay in
touch with your family and make your friends jealous is fine with us. On a Discovery Student Adventure,
we are committed to technology enhancing the travel experience.

2012 Destinations

e Arctic e France/ Spain
e Australia/ New Zealand e Grand Canyon
e China o ltaly / Greece
« Costa Rica e London / Paris
« Costa Rica - Science « South Africa
o Young Scientist Experience e Washington, D.C.
o Ecuador / Galapagos Islands e Yellowstone

« England/ France
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Discovery Teachers Professional Development Trip

Dates: November 8th-12th, 2012
Destination: Costa Rica

Goal: To promote professional initiative by providing teachers who are new to educational
travel with an introduction to:

< Managing their groups
= Facilitating educational experiences during travel
= Integrating destination information and curriculum into their classrooms

Why a Discovery Educator Professional Development Trip?

This is an opportunity for educators to experience Costa Rica firsthand; gaining a deeper
understanding of the region and culture as they explore it with Discovery specialists and
attend educationally based workshops.

Educators will be presented with ideas and resources for classroom application and
curriculum content. Workshop topics and themes underscore the importance of experiential
learning and are focused around core subjects such as science, social studies, mathematics,
and language arts.

On the Professional Development Trip, educators will:

= Satisfy certain requirements for earning Continuing Education Credits (CECs) while
exploring Costa Rica and participating in educational workshops and hands-on
training sessions.

= Explore and gain knowledge about the country’s geology, culture, marine biology,
economy, and ecology.

= Participate in four days of learning exercises, including:
o0 Observing group travel coordination

o0 Participating in educational integration
o Facilitating informal learning techniques to maximize students’ experience

= Take part in breakout sessions with topics including destination specifics, best
practices for traveling with students, and assisting students in earning high school
credit and service learning hours.

= Explore the geology, culture, marine biology, flora, and fauna of Costa Rica.
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Educational Forum for Candidates in the Chippewa Valley
October 25th, 5-6:30 p.m. at North High School

The Altoona, Chippewa Falls and Eau Claire School Boards are sponsoring a joint
educational forum with area candidates . This forum will focus exclusively on
educational issues impacting local matters: student achievement, tax levies, voucher
programs, and much more. This joint effort acknowledges that all school districts in
Wisconsin are facing challenging times. It is imperative that citizens know who the
candidates are and what the candidates’ values and positions are on issues that will
directly impact every child in the Chippewa Valley. We urge you to make this a priority —
you can make a difference!

WHO: Kathy Bernier, Deb Bieging, Tom Larson, Warren
Petryk, Jeff Smith, and Judy Smriga

WHERE: North High School IMC, 715-852-6609

Map to North High can be found at this link: http://mapq.st/V10NkD

MODERATOR: Mr. Bob Bosold, WAXX/WAYY

FORMAT: Candidates will answer questions generated by school board members from
Altoona, Chippewa Falls and Eau Claire. If time permits, questions from the audience
will also be addressed.

Parents -Citizens -School Staff -Students... this is for YOU!

Your future will be changed by decisions made by state legislators. Over 80% of local
operational decisions/budgets are influenced by state law. Know what your state
legislator will support or challenge!
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January 23-25,2013 - Delta Cenfer

(Formerly the Frontier Airlines Center)

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

General Session Keynotes:

Dr. Tony Wagner Chester Eton Chef Jeff Henderson
Wednesday Thursday Friday

To Take advartage of e $2S Eanly Bird Discount,
kaWmehJWme&aﬂ}

Everything you need to know:
http://wasb.org/websites/convention/File/2013/index.php



Pre-Convention Workshops:
Tuesday, January 22, 1-5 PM

The School Finance Puzzle

DPI School Finance Team and
Practicing School Business
Officials

Leadership — Data First

Deb Gurke, WASB
Vicki McCormick, WASB
Cheryl Stinski, WASB

Legal — Basics of Wisconsin
School and Employment Law

Robert Butler, WASB
Barry Forbes, WASB
Ben Richter, WASB

Turning High Poverty into High-
Performance Schools

Dr. William Parrett, Dir. Center for
for School Improvement & Policy
Studies, and Professor of
Education at Boise State










PRELIMINARY — PUBLIC REPORT — FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

Altoona Hi | Altoona
School Report Card | 2011-12 | Notes

Priority Areas
¢ Student Achievement measures the level of knowledge and skills among students in the school, compared to state and national standards. It includes a
composite of reading and mathematics performance by the “all students” group in the Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) for all tested
grades in the school.
e Student Growth describes how much student knowledge of reading and mathematics in the school changes from year to year. It uses a point system
that gives positive credit for students progressing toward higher performance levels, and negative credit for students declining below proficiency.

¢ Closing Gaps shows how the performance of student groups experiencing statewide gaps in achievement and graduation is improving in the school. It
recognizes the importance of having all students improve, while focusing on the need to close gaps by lifting lower-performing groups. Specific
race/ethnicity groups, students with disabilities, economically disadvantaged students, and English language learners are compared against their
complementary groups.

* On-Track and Postsecondary Readiness indicates the success of students in the school in achieving educational milestones that predict postsecondary
success. It includes the graduation rate for schools that graduate students, or the attendance rate for other schools. It also includes measures of
third-grade reading and eighth-grade mathematics achievement, and ACT participation and performance, as applicable to the school.

Student Engagement Indicators

Student Engagement Indicators are measures outside the four priority areas that affect student success or the soundness of the index. Each indicator has
a goal, and schools that fail to meet that goal receive a point deduction from their overall score. Goals were set by looking at statewide data and
establishing thresholds that identify schools contributing the most to lowering Wisconsin’s overall performance in the areas below.

* Test Participation Rate: Every school has a goal of 95 percent participation in the Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS). The school’s
performance is measured by the participation rate of the lowest-participating student group. If this rate is less than 95 percent, but at least 85 percent,
five points are deducted from the school’s overall score; if this rate is less than 85 percent, 10 points are deducted.

* Absenteeism Rate: This indicator describes the proportion of students in the school who attend school less than 84.1 percent of the time. If the
absenteeism rate in the school is 13 percent or more, five points are deducted from its score. The absenteeism rate is different from the attendance
rate because it measures students who are absent from school a certain amount of time, not how often students are present in school.

¢ Dropout Rate: The goal for all middle and high schools is to have a dropout rate of less than six percent. A school not meeting the goal has five points
deducted from its score. Note that dropout rate is not the opposite of graduation rate. A dropout rate includes any student who leaves school in
grades 7-12 without expecting to earn a high school diploma, while a graduation rate counts students who earn a high school diploma within a certain
time (four or six years) after starting ninth grade.

Notes on this School Report Card

* The data presented in this report card are for public, state, and federal accountability purposes.

e Student performance on the Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) is the foundation of this report. WSAS data include results for both
Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination (WKCE) and Wisconsin Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities (WAA-SwD).

e Starting in 2011-12, schools are held to a higher college and career readiness proficiency benchmark by aligning the cut scores of the WKCE to those
of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). These higher cut scores have been retroactively applied to show trends. The higher cut
scores only apply to WKCE Reading and Mathematics scores, not the WAA-SwD, at this time.

* Some supplemental data that are not used for accountability calculations are presented here for informational purposes in order to provide context.
Additional data on student performance are available here: http://dpi.wi.gov/sig/index.html .

¢ To protect student privacy, data for groups of fewer than 20 students are replaced by asterisks on public report cards.

* NA is used when data are Not Applicable. For example, a school that does not graduate students will have NA listed for graduation results.

e * is used to protect student privacy when groups have fewer than 20 students.

¢ The analytical processes used in this report card are described in the Technical Guide and Interpretive Guide:
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/acct/accountability.html.

* State comparison scores shown on page 1 are shown for context only. They are not used to determine this school’s score or rating.

¢ In the future, the School Report Card will be web-based and will allow readers to click on features for more supplementary data.

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction | dpi.wi.gov Page
Report cards for different types of schools should not be directly compared. 2
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School Enrollment Projections

Overview

The School Enroliment Projections Program has been providing enrollment projections to school districts since 1996. We
have worked with over 100 districts in Wisconsin and surrounding states averaging 20 projects a year. To assist school
administrators, business managers, and strategic planners, our professionally trained demographers prepare 10-year
enrollment projections by grade. Our central models are based on cohort survival projection methodology with detailed
modifications to meet the needs of individual school districts. Alternative models based on housing development, open
enrollment, attendance area changes, or GIS-based spatial analysis may also be requested. We provide professional
presentations to school boards, community groups, and other interested parties outlining the findings of the projections
project and providing credibility to the school district. We work to tailor each project to the needs of the school district and
address the local and regional demographic, housing, and economic issues.

Data

We draw on several different publically available data sources, including the U.S. Census Bureau, the Wisconsin
Department of Health Services, the Wisconsin Department of Administration Demographic Services Center, and local
municipalities in making school enrollment projections. We also require the school district to provide ten years of
enrollment history.

Costs and Timeline
Fees for services and timeline for completion vary depending on the scale of the project. For projections projects, fees

range from $3,000 to $15,000 and the timeline ranges from 4 to 12 weeks. Before undertaking a project, we will provide a
detailed proposal with the specific scope of work, costs, and timeline.

Additional Information

For more information about our expertise and our approach to making school enrollment projections or to view sample
projects, click here. We also have a brochure dedicated to our school enrollment projects. To speak with APL staff about
school enrollment projections, contact Sarah Kemp.
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