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What do you call a snowman
with a suntan?
A puddle.
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REMODELING COMPLETED AS REFERENDUM
WORK COMES TO AN END !

BY DR. CONNIE BIEDRON, SUPERINTENDENT OF ALTOONA SCHOOL
DISTRICT
One of the last pieces to be
completed in the EXTENSIVE
remodeling of the Intermediate
and Middle Schools was the
installation of the globe lights
in the front of the new addition. It seems fitting that this
last artistic touch capped off
the monumental changes that
occurred over the summer on
our campus! It is hard to believe that all the hard work of
removing a building, remodeling two buildings, and adding
a new building took place over
three short months!
There aren’t enough accolades
to extend to Market & Johnson for finishing this work on
time, as they have done, or for
our custodians and other staff
members that will likely ever
complete another project of
this magnitude, and live to tell
about it! We are deeply in-

debted and grateful to everyone; from community members for supporting the referendum to individual staff members who each did their own
piece to contribute to the successful completion of this project!
We not only have new, clean,
bright, welcoming spaces we
have a new solid roof over our
heads and new heating and
ventilation equipment to make
our environment healthier as
well. We are very thankful for
these new spaces and students
have also expressed their appreciation for their new
“digs”! As we had hoped, the
extra space for students for
independent and group work
along with more hallway space
and less congestion has led to a
marked decrease in undesirable
behaviors.

One of the most exciting new
spaces that was made possible,
in part, as a result of the referendum, is the Fab Lab, which
is located in what used to be
the elementary physical education space. The Fab Lab is a
multi-use space which houses a variety of computer
controlled machinery as
well as Maker Space tools,
robotics, computers and
other devices which enable
students to solve problems,
design solutions, and actually make the product. We
received a grant from the
WEDC (Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation) in the amount of
$25,000.00 to help us buy
some of the equipment in
the lab. The lab will serve
students in grades 4 –
12. We hope to open the
lab up to the community in
the near future as well as
partner with area businesses
and organizations. The
equipment in the lab will
also enable us to expand
our offerings at the high
school to be able to offer an
engineering academy which
will give students the flexibility to complete dual credit classes that will result in
credits that are transferable
to CVTC.

PAGE 2

PLEASE JOIN THE STRATEGIC
PLANNING PROCESS

BY DR.CONNIE BIEDRON, SUPERINTENDENT OF
ALTOONA SCHOOL DISTRICT

The district is in the process of updating the strategic plan in order to make informed decisions about where we are going in the future, and the actions needed to make continuous improvement and measure our success.
One of the most important and valuable components of the process, is the practice of engaging stakeholders to set priorities and align resources in support of shared goals resulting in district-wide, long term goals and overarching strategies for continuous improvement. In short,
this process will define success three to five years from now, and guide how we will get there.
Our process includes an opportunity for stakeholders - staff, parents and community, to
come together on January 10, 2017 in Focus Groups to give feedback and answer questions like:
What will success look like? What are our priorities? What are our strategic initiatives?
What are our core values or beliefs?
Focus Groups will be held on January 10 in the Altoona Intermediate/Middle School building, 1903 Bartlett Avenue. Staff Focus Groups are scheduled for 4:00 pm, and Parent/
Community Focus Groups will begin at 7:00 pm. We invite you to join us on this journey by
participating in one of the focus groups. Please go to our web site at http://www.altoona.k12.wi.us/,
click on the picture which will take you to an application form. The forms are due by December 16, 2016, after the 16th, please call the district office at 715-839-6032.

Dates to Remember:

December 15th‐7:00pm

January 2nd 2017

February 24th

Altoona Middle School
AMS Bands Winter Concert

Return to school

Parent/Teacher Conference‐
No School

December 19th‐6:30pm

January 20th

March 13th‐17th

Altoona Middle School
Choir Winter Concert

Altoona High School
Last Day of Semester 1

Spring Break‐No School

December 26th‐30th

February 10th

Winter Break‐No School

Inservice/No School
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VALUATION TRENDS

BY MICHAEL MARKGREN, BUSINESS
MANAGER

Valua on Trends within the School District of Altoona
The School District of Altoona is made up of portions of four municipalities – City of Altoona,
Town of Washington, City of Eau Claire, and Town of Lincoln. I’ve compiled some data over the
past four years, 2013‐14 to 2016‐17, on the valuation growth. I don’t have the breakdown between
real growth, new construction, versus an increase in the valuation of existing properties.
There is a growing Tax Increment District (TID) within the city. TIDs are essential to promote
growth that would not occur if not for the TID. Bonds are sold to put in the infrastructure that al‐
lows businesses and homes to be built. Property owners in a TID pay their taxes as everyone else
does, however, the payments do not go to the taxation entities – city, school, county, and technical
college – rather all of the taxes stay within the TID. Debt service payments on the bond issues are
then paid from these taxes. When calculating a taxing entity’s levy, such as the School District of
Altoona, the incremental growth of the TID cannot be used in the formula. So while I have includ‐
ed the TID increment in my figures, it is not included in the District valuation used to set the tax
levy rate.
The graphs below show the growth of each of the municipalities within the School District of
Altoona boundaries. While each has had healthy gains, the TID far exceeds the other four. The
valuation base of the District will increase greatly when the TID is expired making the School Dis‐
trict of Altoona much less susceptible to fluctuations in state funding. If the TID was to retire to‐
day, it would be the second largest municipality in the District valuation. The value will roll into
that of the City of Altoona at retirement.
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NOAH’S LEGACY

BY ANDREA STEFFEN, ALTOONA INTERMEDIATE
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

On November 4th, the AIS
had a very special guest, one
who has made news within our
state, Madison State Journal, as
well as across the country, People Magazine. Along with his
owner, Lisa, Noah the dog visited our students. Born without
eyes and deformed hind legs,
Noah was rescued from a puppy mill by Saving K9 Lives
Plus. As a puppy, Noah was
bullied by his siblings and the
humans who should have cared
for him. He is lucky to be
alive!

Noah's message is about differences, disabilities, tolerance and
bullying. Students learned not to
underestimate Noah because of
his disabilities and were taught
the difference between feeling
empathy and sympathy for Noah. By using his wheelchair, Noah has no limits and is as capable
a dog as any other. His story was
an inspiration to students who
shared their own emotional accounts of struggles they themselves have experienced or shared
experiences of friends and/or
family.

In addition to national acclaim in
People Magazine, Noah was a
semi-finalist in the American Humane Association Hero Dog
Awards, an award he aspires to
receive in the future.
Students also participated in a
Penny War and raised
$581.04. This money, donated to
Noah's cause, will be used to purchase wheelchairs for dogs with
disabilities. For more information about Noah, please visit
his Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/noahslegacy/.

THE ACADEMIC DECATHLON
BY LAUREN MELBERG, VOCAL MUSIC
TEACHER
On November 8th at CESA 10, seven students from Altoona high school competed in the Lo‐
cal Decathlon Compe on. Par cipa ng high schools included Ladysmith, Eau Claire North, Flambeau,
and Mondovi. Altoona took home a ﬁrst place ﬁnish for their CESA, as well as a 6th place ﬁnish in Division
3 for the state.
The Academic Decathlon®, the premiere na onal scholas c compe on for high school students,
was created to provide opportuni es for students to experience the challenges of rigorous team and indi‐
vidual academic compe on. Each student competes in ten events which are Economics, Essay, Art, In‐
terview, Language and Literature, Math, Music, Science, Social Science and Speech. The ﬁrst compe on
consists of only six subjects, assessed in mul ple choice tests.
The ten‐event academic program strives to foster a greater respect for knowledge, to promote
wholesome inter‐school academic compe on, and to further develop student communica on skills. A
unique aspect of the Academic Decathlon® is that it is designed to include students from all academic
abili es and achievement levels. Each nine‐member team consists of three “A” (Honor division), three
“B” (Scholas c division), and three “C or below” (Varsity division) students. Each team member competes
in all ten events against other students in their individual divisions. However, team scores are calculated
using the top two individual scores from each division to arrive at an overall team score.
A new theme of study is established every year with topics that are relevant, current and chal‐
lenging. This year’s theme is World War I. Students will compose an essay based on a prompt whose
central theme incorporates informa on rela ng to the current curriculum. Students will also perform a
prepared speech and impromptu speech and par cipate in an interview before a panel of community vol‐
unteer judges. The Academic Decathlon®emphasizes the personal and academic growth of each student
who, by mee ng the challenges with honesty and integrity, can reap the rewards of greater self‐
knowledge and self‐conﬁdence for the future. Way to go Altoona!
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IN-HOUSE FOOD PANTRY
BY JASON LEMAY, ALTOONA HIGH
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

The School District of Altoona is expanding their services by opening in-house
food pantries at its middle and high
school level to offer a new resource to
school district families. The pantry is an
expansion of the program already running
at the elementary and intermediate
schools made possible through a partnership with Feed My People, Blugold Beginnings, and Feed a Child Nyre You. It'll be
available to families with a child enrolled
in the school district.
There is a need for the service. At Altoona, 40% percent of the students qualify
for free or reduced lunch. Research has
shown that hunger is a major obstacle to
learning. Studies have also found that kids
who don't get enough to eat suffer from a
variety of issues, such as stomach aches
and other health issues, difficulty concentrating, and missed days of school. The
federally funded free and reduced lunch
program operates around the premise that
kids do better in school if nutritional
needs are met.
"We try to do what we can. If a child is
hungry they are not going to hear anything the teacher is saying, they just wonder 'When am I going to have lunch?'
“said high school principal Jason LeMay.
Altoona also understands that sometimes
the entire family needs help. A child may
get two meals at school, but nothing in

the evenings and on weekends. Programs
providing meals to kids during the summer
months or sending food-filled backpacks
home with kids on weekends have helped
to fill gaps when children and their families
go without. Food pantries in schools are
another layer.
The idea of the expansion of the food pantry was developed by district staff members
Jennifer Robertson (Alternative Education
teacher) and Brooke Kaldor (4-6 counselor). They contacted administrators and
building counselors who confirmed the
need for pantries and the expansion of the
program to the upper grades.
The duo met with Feed My People and
Blugold Beginnings to see about the possibility of getting the program up and running. The two organizations agreed that
they would also like to see a food pantry
started in the district for middle and high
school students. Additionally, Feed a
Child Nyre You currently provides weekend meals for elementary and intermediate
students, but simply didn't have the manpower to extend this to middle and high
school students.

and would allow students and families to prepare the meals together. To
facilitate this, the district, with help
from the high school Interact Club, is
in the process of acquiring new crockpots, can openers, and recipes to go
along with the weekly food bags to
help families prepare the meals.
The food pantry is just one of the
community outreach programs implemented by the district. “A Time to
Share”, a program that provides holiday gifts for needy families, is also
currently underway. The district has
also started a new site-based mental
health program this year.
“We all know things are not always
easy,” said Heather Burich Holle, 7-9
counselor. “We try to help our families and keep them on track.”

Care to donate or help with the new
food pantry program? Altoona
Schools are currently collecting cash
donations to help with the stocking
of the food pantry, the purchase of
additional backpacks and crockpots,
and other operating costs. Donations
So, with some discussion and organization of new crockpots and/or monetary
Altoona was lucky enough to have several donations can be made on an ongoing
basis and delivered to the district oforganizations willing to help make it hapfice. Checks should be made out to
pen. Feed a Child Nyre You and the AlAltoona Schools and mailed to Mitoona Compassion Coalition is providing
some of the needed funding, Feed My Peo- chael Markgren, Business Manager,
Altoona School District, 1903 Bartlett
ple will transport the food to school each
Avenue, Altoona, Wisconsin 54720
week and with students from the Alternaplease note: for Food Pantries.
tive School will help with the logistics of
getting the food to the students. Scheel’s
has donated backpacks to provide students Most sincere Thanks!
an unobtrusive way to get the food home
from school.
An area has been set aside in each of the
buildings, including the new alternative
learning center, for food storage and plans
are being made to stock them. The groceries that are stocked include items that can
be prepared in a microwave, canned items,
and some items that are ready to
eat. Another goal is to create meals at the
high school level that are “crockpot-ready”
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SCHOOL-BASED MENTAL HEALTH
BY ALAN MCCUTCHEON, DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL
EDUCATION AND PUPIL SERVICES
The vision of the Altoona School
District, in partnership with our students, their families, and our community, is to build a foundation for life-long
learning and the emotional well-being
of our students. As part of this vision,
we are pleased to introduce a new opportunity to support our students:
School Based Mental Health Services
(SBMH).
School Based Mental Health affords
students the opportunity to receive therapeutic supports in the school setting,
during school hours, but also provides a
discreet private place to talk and receive
help unbeknownst to peers or classmates. This helps to provide needed

services in an accessible way by professionals, who are clinically licensed therapists. Additionally, this can alleviate
appointments during or after school
hours, which may require school absence
and/or additions to familial schedules.
A variety of students can benefit from
SBMH. Students that display higher
levels of social-emotional challenges such
as: feelings of depression, anxiety, and/or
difficulties regulating mood, would benefit from mental health supports through
SBMH. Additionally, through SBMH,
students can receive integrated emotional,
behavioral, and therapeutic supports that
can be beneficial to their educational experience.

In keeping with Altoona’s mission and
vision for continuous improvement,
schools are developing systems of academic and behavioral support for all students. School Based Mental Health Services are part of the continuum of such
services and you may be contacted if your
child has been selected as a student who
may benefit from additional support. If
you are interested in learning more about
SBMH or learning about how your child
could benefit from these services, please
contact your child’s school counselor.

Amy Bauman (K-3) 715-839-6050 x251
Brooke Kaldor (4-6) 715-839-6030 x303
Heather Burich-Holle (7-9) 715-8396031 x405
Jay Mielke (10-12) 715-838-4378

CONGRATULATIONS, MRS.EDNA BORRERO AND HER 1ST GRADE CLASS!
THEY RECEIVED THE TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS 2016/2017 SCHOOL YEAR
GRANT WORTH $500.00 TO PURCHASE CD PLAYERS TO HELP ENGLISH
LANGUAGE LEARNER STUDENTS.
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LEGO ROBOTICS TEAM ADVANCES TO SECTIONALS
BY JILL PHIPPEN, 6TH GRADE TEACHER
AND ROBOTICS COACH

The all girl AMS Lego Robotics team is at it again. They have been hard at work since the beginning
of the school year researching and programming for this year’s First Lego League (FLL) challenge, Animal
Allies. This year’s challenge asks groups to identify a problem when people and animals interact and then design a solution that makes the interaction better for animals, people, or both. Groups are then required to share
their solution in a five minute, creative presentation with others. This sharing takes place both before and during competition. In addition, teams have to build and program an autonomous robot to complete as many assigned challenges as it can in two and half minutes. Each challenge they successfully complete at competition
earns a variety of points based on the difficulty of the task. Lastly, the teams must know and demonstrate
FLL’s core values during the whole day at competition, as they are constantly being observed and evaluated by
judges on how well they exhibit them.
The AMS team, Adalwolfa (the German word for noble she-wolf), chose to develop a solution for
wolves killing and attacking ranchers’ cattle. They spent several hours researching current solutions to the
problem and even interviewed several experts on the matter. The girls met with Scott Thiel, an eighth grade
science teacher who has been studying wolves for over forty years, and Altoona resident, Scott Thiede, a DNR
conservation warden. Through those conversations along with their online research, the girls learned that
while there are some currently used deterrents for wolves, they are usually only effective for a short time because after they are repeated, the wolves begins to adapt to them and are no longer deterred from killing the
cattle. Team Adalwolfa’s creative solution was to invent a product called Wolf B-Gone. It uses animal recognition software and motion sensors to detect wolves near cattle. Based on feedback from the motion sensors,
the Wolf B-Gone drone will then locate the wolf using
GPS coordinates and will then randomly select one of its
three deterrents (loud noises, bright flashing lights, or
certain scents) to deploy and scare off the
wolves. Because the deterrents are rotated, the wolves
are unable to adapt, and the cattle remain safe. The girls
presented their solution in a well polished, creative skit
that included an informative newscast, an interview, and
infomercial with a catchy jingle.
The girls competed in regional competition on
Saturday, November 5th, in La Crosse, Wisconsin,
along with the other Altoona team, the Techno Animals. There were a total of 14 teams there, and they are
one of five teams that qualified to go onto the second
round of competition. They scored first overall on their
project and second (by only four points) in the robot
competition.
They will continue practicing and making improvements to their robot and program, so that they are
ready to be competitive at sectional competition in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, on December 10th. Good luck to
team Aldalwolfa (Leah Olsen, Shaylee Beckfield, Iris
Adams, Ashley Stashek, Jessica Davis, Kate Golat, Ava
Amthauer, and Morgan Pressler) and its coaches (Jill
Phippen and Heather Amthauer)!
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RAILWAY TIES
BY AMANDA MUSSEHL, SPECIAL EDUCATION
TEACHER-HIGH SCHOOL

Railway Ties: Building Tracks for Everyone’s Future
The New Club at AHS
Have you ever seen a more unique set of pump‐
kins? They are neither your typical jack‐o‐lantern
faces, nor characters from the latest and greatest
movie! They are wonderful unique crea ons made
by students from diﬀerent walks of life, using ran‐
dom materials, and a lot of teamwork. Using each
other’s strengths and thinking outside of the box is
exactly what Altoona’s newest club, Railway Ties, is
all about. With a mission of crea ng meaningful,
life me rela onships among students with and
without disabili es to create be er futures for everyone, Railway Ties has been a hit! Each month there are three
diﬀerent ac vi es including a mentor mee ng, a mee ng for mentors and mentees,
and an ac vity outside of school hours.
A er having a few planning mee ngs in September and ge ng se led in to a new
school year the group had its ﬁrst ou ng at the pumpkin patch. With 18 mentors
teaming up with 6 mentees the groups had a blast on a beau ful October day. Each
group got to pick out some pumpkins to decorate the following week at school. “My
favorite part of the whole day was the haunted maze because it has creepy things. I
liked to go through it with my friends. I also had fun in the corn maze even though we
got lost!” – Sabrina Barr, sophomore
This month we were busy making signs for our November ac vity at the ECA Stars hockey game! We will catch a
bite to eat at a local pizza joint and get revved up to head to the mentees ﬁrst ever girls hockey game. The whole
club gets to support their peers that are playing while hanging out with their friends in the bleachers.
“I have had such a blast helping get Railway Ties up and going! I have already
seen some great friendships being made. It is so fun, I wish could get everyone I
know to join!” – Emily Studinski, junior
“Railway Ties is an incredible experience that I wish I could share with everyone I
know. I am extremely grateful for the opportuni es and smiles it has brought
me and will always cherish the fun memories we have made.” –Dianna Broas,
Senior
I can’t wait to see how this group of amazing young adults shows others not
only to be advocates for those with disabili es, but be leaders in demonstra ng the importance of inclusiveness
and acceptance of ALL people. They will con nue to make Altoona a great place to start and keep meaningful,
lifelong rela onships.

“Kindness is like snow-It beautifies everything it covers.”
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The middle school all-girl team, Adalwolfa, is going
to State! They competed at the First Lego Leauge
(FLL) Sectionals on Saturday and took 2nd out of 48
teams!
Good luck and congratulations to Team Adalwofa
(Leah Olsen, Shaylee Beckfield, Iris Adams, Ashley
Stashek, Jessica Davis, Kate Golat, Ava Amthauer,
and Morgan Pressler) as they go on to State in Janesville on February 25! They are coached by Jill
Phippen and Heather Amthauer.

Congratula ons to AHS senior,
Nick Gilmar n for being
named a 2017 Na onal Merit
Scholarship Semiﬁnalist. De‐
signees are selected based on
their skills, accomplishments,
and poten al success in rigor‐
ous studies. Nick will con nue
on to the next round of compe‐
on. Good luck!
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