Sparta Area School District
Good people, great schools.

The Sparta Area School District will ensure all students a high quality
educational experience and skills relevant to the twenty-first century.

Objectives
• Develop a solid foundation in core academic learning.
• Students of all ability levels will have diverse, quality educational experiences.
• Motivate, challenge and engage all students in the learning process.
• Develop in all students the skills required to be successful in the 21st century.
• Foster relationships that promote a responsible and caring environment within our district.
• Encourage the development of personal responsibility for family, community and the world.

S pa r ta a r e a S c h o o l d i S t r i c t

A GreAt PlAce tO GrOw And leArn

The Sparta Area School District is a great place to grow and
learn. Our strength is grounded in the quality of our staff and
their concern for the well-being of each child.
Beginning with an outstanding pre-kindergarten program
and concluding with three secondary school options, our
district has approximately 2,650 students in 11 schools.
Early-elementary students attend one of five relatively small
schools, all with class sizes averaging 18 students per teacher.
Intermediate and middle school students attend a spacious,
modern facility designed to meet their development needs.
High school students have a variety of learning options based
in three secondary schools, two of which are specialized
charter programs.
District-wide, the Sparta Area School District offers a range
of quality programs intended to serve the diverse spectrum
of individual student needs. The staff is experienced in
working with special education needs—English Language
Learners, accelerated students, and students identified as
being at-risk.

Our local residents continually show their support for
quality education by providing and maintaining excellent
school facilities and advanced educational technology. The
District also enjoys a great partnership with local business
and industry, which provide work experience opportunities,
professional expertise, financial support, and special
classroom presentations.
The parents and guardians in the Sparta Area School District
have high expectations for their children and take an active
role in their education, as evident in the parent/teacher
organizations, booster clubs, service organizations, and
volunteers in each of the schools.
Please take time to explore our District and the Sparta
community. We welcome the opportunity for you to visit any
of our facilities.

http://www.spartan.org

The parents and guardians in the Sparta Area School District have high expectations
for their children and take an active role in their education.

S pa r ta a r e a S c h o o l d i S t r i c t

sPArtA HiGH scHOOl
Sparta High School is dedicated to providing the highest
quality education for all students. With an enrollment of
700 students, it is large enough to offer a wide variety of
educational opportunities including general and advanced
placement courses, vocational and technical education, fine
arts, and physical education; but small enough to promote
positive relationships between staff and students.

•

Students experience travel throughout the state,
Midwest, United States and beyond through our music
and foreign language programs. These enrichment
activities allow students to learn more about the subject
matter while having the ultimate cultural immersion.

•

Environmental awareness is on the rise throughout
the Sparta Area School District, and our high school
students and the Earth Club have taken a role in
encouraging recycling at all buildings. Students are
credited with developing a recycling program that
received national recognition by the Polar Bears
International Club.

•

Sparta High School students achieve high academic
honors including National Merit Scholarship finalists
and a perfect score on the ACT college entrance exam.

•

Sparta High School coaching staffs have been recognized
for excellence by the Mississippi Valley Conference and
state organizations.

•

Students at Sparta High School take their club
involvement seriously, earning state and national
recognition and holding state office positions.

Sparta High School administrators, teachers, and support
staff work together to promote a safe and secure learning
environment, high standard of good citizenship, healthy
lifestyles, respectful attitudes toward all people, and the
opportunity to achieve a quality education.

HiGHliGHts
•

•

•

Students may earn credits in the areas of agriculture and
natural resources, family and consumer education, art,
technology and engineering, world languages, marketing,
business, technology, music, and other areas. Our staff is
eager to engage students and share with them their interest
and knowledge in these subjects.
An extensive renovation provides students with a beautiful
and spacious facility that incorporates modern science and
computer labs, ample classroom space, a greenhouse, food
court and common areas, excellent performance facility,
and a modern library.
A wide range of co-curricular activities is available to
students. Successful athletic programs in many areas such
as hockey, football, girls’ volleyball, wrestling, basketball,
dance team, track, and golf contribute to the positive school
atmosphere. Students also participate in a wide variety of
academic-related clubs and programs such as FFA, DECA,
Yearbook, Earth Club, International Language Club, and
Key Club. Involvement in fine arts is expanded through
activities such as madrigal, musical and drama productions,
and Art Club.

• Current technology is available for student use in seven
computer labs with additional computer workstations
available throughout the building. One of the labs
is devoted to computer aided drawing, providing
additional learning opportunities for students.

S pa r ta h i g h S c h o o l

Student population: 700
506 North Black River Street, Sparta, WI
(608) 366-3504
http://secondary.spartan.org

Sparta High School
students have achieved high
academic honors including
National Merit Scholarship
finalists. Club involvement
is taken seriously—
earning students state and
national recognition and
state office positions.

S pa r ta a r e a S c h o o l d i S t r i c t

sPArtA MeAdOwview
Middle scHOOl
Students in grades six through eight are served in a positive
environment for academic and personal development during
the transition between the elementary and high school years.
The school has incorporated several programs with the vision
of building a school climate where children feel understood,
safe, valued, and respected, and where they strive to value
and respect others. Meadowview Middle School students
and staff, through the Responsive Design model and an
alternative school, have made relationships and communitybuilding a primary focus.
The Responsive Design approach integrates what children
need to learn with what we know about how they learn.
Teachers adjust the approach to each child and each group
of children while striving to help learners attain maximum
competence in academic and social skills. Meadowview
Middle School was the first middle school in Wisconsin to
implement a school-wide Responsive Design initiative.
The school has also developed an alternative program to help
at-risk students find success in the classroom. This program
focuses on academic, social, and community characteristics.
The academic characteristics include customized educational
plans, proper pacing, small class size, pass/fail grading, and
technology instructional programming and assessment. The
social and community domain includes daily interaction with
a school counselor, social skills instruction, drug/alcohol and
pregnancy prevention, and extensive parent outreach.

HiGHliGHts
•

In addition to academics, middle school students may elect
to participate in a wide range of co-curricular opportunities.
Athletic programs in football, basketball, volleyball, golf,
track, and other sports emphasize skill development.
Students may also choose to participate in activities such
as yearbook, student council, Science Olympiad, FFA, Art
Club, FBLA, FCCLA, and Quiz Bowl.

•

Three computer labs available for student use and other
technology enhancements available throughout the
school.

•

Named a New Wisconsin Promise School of
Recognition.

•

Service learning incorporated into classroom and club
activities with students offering their time and talents to
local civic and nonprofit organizations.

•

Student achievements recognized at the state level.

Meadowview
Middle School

Student population: 500
1225 North Water Street, Sparta, WI
(608) 269-2185
http://meadowview.spartan.org/meadowview-middle

sPArtA MeAdOwview
interMediAte scHOOl

HiGHliGHts
•

Teachers look for opportunities that enhance student
learning outside the classroom walls. Students have
attended the Experimental Aircraft Association Flight
School in Oshkosh. Students were amazed at the aircraft
on display and were able to talk about the historical
significance upon their return.

•

The school administrator and several staff were selected
to present at the New Wisconsin Promise Conference in
Madison, Wisconsin

•

The school principal was named the Midwest Wisconsin
Reading Council Administrator of the Year.

•

Technology-enhanced learning for students with two
computer labs, iPad programming and interactive white
boards in many classrooms.

Our intermediate school serves all district fourth and fifth
grade students. Approximately 350 students from all of the
elementary schools in the district attend the modern, attractive
facility where staff plan carefully and strive to ensure a smooth
transition for students and parents.
The staff at Meadowview Intermediate School prides
itself on the opportunities they provide to students. With
an understanding that all children are different and have
different learning styles, parents are given a choice for their
child’s programming during their time in the Intermediate
School. One option parents can choose is the traditional selfcontained classroom. With this option, the children remain
with a knowledgeable teacher, experienced in that grade’s
curriculum, for one school year.
Another option the parents may select is the looping
classroom environment. Looping is an educational practice in
which a single-graded class of children stays with a teacher for
two years, or grade levels. The children and the teacher remain
together as the class is promoted. The looping benefits for
students include reduced apprehension starting a new school
year, increased continuity, and more in-depth relationships
with the teacher and with peers.
Also an option for intermediate school students is Montessori.
Our fourth and fifth grade E2 program is housed at Meadowview,
allowing the students intermediate immersion while continuing
with the Sparta Area School District’s rich Montessori tradition.
Both environments understand the developmental needs
of this age group. Whichever option you choose, we feel
that Meadowview Intermediate School provides a model
of excellence as indicated by student achievement, staff and
community involvement, and family support.

cOMMunity leArninG centers
Our Meadowview schools are home to one of four Community
Learning Centers in the Sparta Area School District. The
Meadowview site provides intermediate and middle school
students with after-school academic assistance and enrichment
opportunities. Students receive ongoing tutoring through the
program in a safe, respectful and welcoming environment.
Community Learning Centers also are housed at LawrenceLawson Elementary, Southside Elementary, and Maplewood
Elementary. For more information on CLC programming,
please contact the individual school.

Meadowview
i N t e r M e d i at e S c h o o l

Student population: 350
1225 North Water Street, Sparta, WI
(608) 269-2187
http://meadowview.spartan.org/meadowview-intermediate

S pa r ta a r e a S c h o o l d i S t r i c t

lAwrence-lAwsOn
eleMentAry scHOOl

sOutHside eleMentAry
scHOOl

Students in kindergarten through grade three are served by a
dedicated staff that has a strong commitment to establishing
relationships with students and families. This is evident in
the practice of having looping classes, in which the teacher
remains with the students through the next grade, and a multiage classroom, in which students are provided a continuum
of learning opportunities that span at least two years, in
addition to the traditional classroom model. Small group
guided reading instruction by experienced teachers also helps
differentiate learning for the variety of needs that the staff
encounters in each classroom.

Southside Elementary School serves children in kindergarten
through grade three with the same quality programs as other
elementary schools in the district, but with some unique
differences.
Teachers at Southside have placed a great deal of
emphasis on science instruction. Most have been trained
by providing quality Family Math & Science Nights for
parent and children, and they stress active learning within
their classrooms. Science-themed Leveled Readers are
used during small group guided reading. In addition to

HiGHliGHts
•

The school is grounded on principles from the Responsive
Classroom approach, in which Morning Meeting allows
the teachers and students to build meaningful relationships.
The Morning Meeting gives the children a chance to
share about their immediate lives, while the rest of the
students learn empathy and the social skills of responding
appropriately. School-wide discipline policy revolves
around the belief that students can learn to be responsible
for their own behaviors.

•

Similar to other schools within the district, LawrenceLawson Elementary School students and staff have
the opportunity to benefit from the growing cultural
diversity of the district. Lawrence-Lawson’s student
population includes children from several continents.

•

Students receive individualized attention through the
Foster Grandparent program and are able to excel
through after-school programming.

improving students’ reading ability, these books emphasize
science concepts and information. Computer software,
classroom instructional materials, posters, and displays are
incorporated into the learning environment by staff and
students. As fourth graders, many students from Southside
perform in the upper percentiles on the science subtest of
the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination.

HiGHliGHts
•

Character education is a part of every school day,
including the teaching and recognition of students who
exhibit the good character traits of caring, citizenship,
fairness, responsibility, and respect.

•

All classrooms at Southside have been equipped
with interactive white boards and students and staff
have access to iPads and computer labs with current
technology.

•

A Community Garden is planted and harvested by
students, staff and parents at the school with food
donated to the local food pantry.

•

Fitness has become a priority for the school with a planned
fitness course for students. Age-appropriate initiatives
have been introduced, including universal breakfast—a
partnership with Monroe County and the Sparta Area
School District Nutritional Services that encourages
students to try different fruits and vegetables.

enGlisH lAnGuAGe PrOGrAMs
Throughout the Sparta Area School District, English Language
Learners Programming has been developed and enhanced to
best serve all students. We have staff trained to assist students in
small group instruction and have steps in place to ensure they are
learning and retaining the information.
At Lawrence-Lawson, English Language Learners participate
in mainstream classes and receive scheduled instruction based
on each student’s English language proficiency level and grade
level. Instruction varies from oral language and vocabulary
development to literacy support as well as reinforcement of skills
and objectives taught in the mainstream classroom.

PArent-teAcHer OrGAnizAtiOns
In all of the district elementary schools Parent-Teacher
Organizations and the involvement of parents in supporting
and promoting student learning has provided a positive
home-school partnership. Actively involved parents, working
together with the school, help to enhance the learning and
performance of each child. Research has shown that the
children of parents who are actively involved in the child’s
education, whether directly or indirectly, do better in school
overall. The involvement of parents in the Sparta Area
School District makes it a very special place for our families,
students, and staff.

l aw r e N c e - l aw S o N
e l e M e N ta r y

Student population: 215
429 North Black River Street, Sparta, WI
(608) 269-3181
http://elementary.spartan.org/lawrence-lawson
S o u t h S i d e e l e M e N ta r y S c h o o l

Student population: 210
1023 Walrath Street, Sparta, WI
(608) 269-8186
http://elementary.spartan.org/southside

S pa r ta a r e a S c h o o l d i S t r i c t

MAPlewOOd eleMentAry
scHOOl
Teachers serving students in kindergarten through grade
three at Maplewood pride themselves on being a familycentered school, in which the staff teaches the whole child.
They understand that to see the benefits of a rigorous
curriculum or monitor academic growth in students, they
must take care of the emotional needs of the children.
Children must feel welcome, safe, and comfortable at the
school before they are able to learn at their fullest potential.
Examples of the way the staff teaches the whole child can be
found in the use of Responsive Classroom and small group
guided reading.
The language and actions of Responsive Classroom promote
the attributes of cooperation, assertion, responsibility,
empathy, and self-discipline (CARES) among the
students. The varying needs of today’s students require
teachers to differentiate or individualize instruction.
Responsive Classroom helps the students to be able to work
independently, either with partners or in small groups, and
to be responsible for their own learning for periods of time.
Meanwhile, the teacher can give individuals or small groups
of children the attention they need to be successful.

HiGHliGHts
•

Guided reading groups are formed by bringing together
students who have a common need at a particular time.
Small group guided reading may be one of the most
effective ways to meet the literacy needs of all children.
This approach develops not only reading skills, but also
confidence and a love for reading.

•

Maplewood Elementary School has been recognized as a
Wisconsin School of Promise.

•

Academic support is available after school through
tutoring and enrichment activities.

cAtArAct eleMentAry
scHOOl
Cataract Elementary School provides a strong learning
community that reflects the strong sense of community
within the families who live in the Cataract attendance area.
Similar to other district elementary schools, Cataract serves
kindergarten through third grade, but also includes a prekindergarten program for 4-year-olds.
Like all elementary schools in the district, Cataract
Elementary is founded on principles of the Responsive
Classroom approach. Teachers weave the Responsive
Classroom philosophy throughout the school day, creating
an environment that is both academically challenging and
socially responsive. Knowledgeable and caring teachers
provide meaningful academic choice time within their
classrooms, so the students can take control of their learning
in the way that best fits them. Students and teachers enjoy
the practice of starting the day off with Morning Meeting—
a social time to share, query, and respond to classmates’ lives.
Classroom and school-wide discipline strategies are based on
the idea of being respectful of children, yet allowing them to
take responsibility for their own actions.

HiGHliGHts
•

The sense of community and family is also demonstrated
in the family-style lunch where students eat at tables,
grouped by various ages, with older students helping the
younger students.

•

The teachers and staff at Cataract are always willing
to embrace change and promote strong instructional
practices. They personally enjoy making the school the
best it can be and continually think of the children first.

•

Innovative projects are the norm at Cataract with
students learning in and out of the classroom.

M a p l e w o o d e l e M e N ta r y S c h o o l

c ata r a c t e l e M e N ta r y S c h o o l

Student Population: 150
900 East Montgomery Street, Sparta, WI
(608) 269-8133
http://elementary.spartan.org/maplewood

Student population: 65
6070 State Highway 27, Sparta, WI
(608) 272-3111
http://elementary.spartan.org/cataract

S pa r ta a r e a S c h o o l d i S t r i c t

lAkeview MOntessOri
cHArter scHOOl
Lakeview Montessori Charter School is a public charter
school of the Sparta Area School District, serving children in
4-year-old kindergarten through grade six.

•

Helping each child reach his or her full potential in all areas
of life including social skills, emotional growth, physical
coordination, and academic skills. This holistic curriculum
allows the child to experience the joy of learning with time
to enjoy the process and develop self-esteem.

•

Creating a safe and positive environment, supportive to
the child, with self-directed learning and student-teacher
relationships built on trust and respect to foster selfconfidence and a willingness to try new things.

•

Montessori materials that are the focus of learning,
and expand the child’s attention span because the
teacher does not continually interrupt him or her.
These specially designed materials stimulate the senses,
encourage learning in a sequence, and are self-correcting
to facilitate learning.

•

Montessori teachers, who encourage learning by
designing the environment and serving as a resource
person, a role model, and a demonstrator, observer, and
facilitator of student learning.

Lakeview Montessori Charter School is based on four
components of Montessori education:

HiGHliGHts
•

Lakeview Montessori has been chosen for a Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction Dissemination Grant
as a model charter school in the state.

•

Continued interest and support of the charter school
has allowed for additional sections to be added and for
program expansion to the intermediate school level. This
demonstrates the high academic achievement that is
expected and the outstanding parent satisfaction.

lakeview MoNteSSori
charter School

Student Population: 185
711 Pine Street, Sparta, WI
(608) 269-6144
http://elementary.spartan.org/lakeview-montessori

Sparta Charter
pre-Kindergarten
Sparta Charter Pre-Kindergarten has a caring staff of teachers
and specialists that work with the district’s youngest learners.
The children attend half-day sessions in a classroom that has
both a certified teacher and an educational assistant. The
program for four-year-olds is open to children that are four
years old on or before September 1. Children who are 3
years old may also qualify for the Early Childhood portion
of pre-kindergarten if they have been identified with special
education needs.
Studies have shown that the years before kindergarten—
traditionally the start of formal public education—represent the
time when children’s brains grow the fastest. These enthusiastic
learners are eager to explore their world. While some children
do well without a formal pre-kindergarten experience, many
studies indicate that a formal pre-kindergarten program is very
beneficial in preparing children for kindergarten, and gives them
an advantage over other children that do not have access to a
formal pre-kindergarten program.

highlightS
•

Sparta Area School District families have been quick to
recognize the benefits of the pre-kindergarten program.
More than 90 percent of kindergarten students began
their school experience in the pre-kindergarten charter
program.

•

Sparta Charter Pre-Kindergarten has an established early
childhood and English language program that benefits
enrolled children.

•

Interactive white boards and computers accompany
learning in pre-kindergarten classrooms.

S pa r ta C h a r t e r
pre-Kindergarten

Student Population: 165
201 East Franklin Street, Sparta, WI
(608) 269-3151
http://elementary.spartan.org/pre-kindergarten

S pa r ta a r e a S c h o o l d i S t r i c t

t

sPArtA HiGH POint
cHArter scHOOl

sPArtA AlternAtive
indePendent leArninG scHOOl
The Sparta Alternative Independent Learning School
(SAILS) serves high-school-age students who are at-risk for
not graduating, and those ages 18 to 20 who did not graduate
with their peers due to lack of sufficient credits.
SAILS opened in 1995 to provide an alternative educational
environment for students who were not experiencing success
in the traditional setting and were behind in high school
credits. Many SAILS students also face significant challenges,
such as teen pregnancy.
A low student-to-teacher ratio, individualized instruction
and assessment, and a high level of social support create an
atmosphere where typically unsuccessful students feel safe
enough to take the risks that true learning requires. SAILS
is a learning community in which students can be honest
about their abilities and past efforts, and have the necessary
time, support, and resources to learn skills that many of their
same-age peers learned years earlier.
SAILS became a charter school in 2004. The charter
agreement with the Sparta Area School District provides
the flexibility needed to meet the unique needs of SAILS
students. A caring staff, alternative graduation requirements,
up-to-date technology, and resources make SAILS a model
in at-risk programming.

The guiding principle of High Point Charter School is the belief
that all students can succeed and are capable of producing high
quality work. High Point is a project-based learning program
where students engage in design, problem solving, decision
making, and investigative activities. The core idea of projectbased learning is that real-world problems capture students’
interest and provoke serious thinking, as students acquire and
apply new knowledge through problem solving. We believe that
project-based learning helps prepare students for the thinking
and collaboration skills required in the workplace.
At High Point, students learn to work independently and also
as team members—contributing positively and productively
to their school as well as the global community. Students
must listen to others, communicate their own ideas clearly,
engage with a wide range of resources and technology, and
be able to demonstrate what they have learned. Our students
are given the opportunity to make choices and express what
they learned in their own voice. Research shows, and our
own experience demonstrates, that this increases students’
educational engagement.

S pa r ta a lt e r N at i v e i N d e p e N d e N t
learNiNg School (SailS)

201 East Franklin Street, Sparta, WI
(608) 366-3430
http://www.spartan.org/schools/sails

S pa r ta h i g h p o i N t
charter School

Student population: 50
201 East Franklin Street, Sparta, WI
(608) 366-3491
http://www.spartan.org/schools/high-point

t

sPArtA scHOOl FOrest
The Sparta School Forest provides educational and
recreational opportunities for all students, as well as the
surrounding community. Community involvement is an
essential component in assisting students to understand this
diverse ecosystem. Tying curricular content areas together
through outdoor environmental education increases
students’ achievement while creating environmentally
literate students.
Teaching ecological global awareness is a major component
of instruction at all grade levels within the Sparta Area School
District. Our 80-acre school forest provides students the
opportunity to understand local ecosystems and create lasting
connections with their environment.

The Aldo Leopold “shack” at the Sparta School Forest
is an almost exact replica of the one that the famous
environmentalist Aldo Leopold built for his family near the
Wisconsin River at Baraboo, WI. The facility is a wonderful
four seasons learning station for students and community
groups to use through check-in at the district business office.

Beaver Creek

To Ft. McCoy

B

A

G

27

Meadowview Ln.

71

21

F

C

North St.

lo R
ge
An

D

Pine St.

H

Main St.
Black River St.

d.

Chester St.

Benton St.

Montgomery St.

Water St.

Court St.

Division St.
Rusk Ave.

To Cataract
Black River Falls
Sparta School Forest

Oak St.

Franklin St.

B
h
erc

To Tomah

ke

La

P

16

Wisconsin St.

Walrath St.

16

John St.

Harmony Ave.

E

To West Salem

ers

rm

Fa

Water St.

d.
nR
Av
o

Ideal Rd.

er

Riv

k

La

ree

yC

lle
Va

se

os
Cr

71
I-90

To Norwalk

27
To La Crosse

To Leon
& Cashton

S pa r ta a r e a s c h o o l d i s t r i c t
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

Cataract Elementary School
Lakeview Montessori School
Lawrence-Lawson Elementary School
Maplewood Elementary School
Southside Elementary School
Sparta High School

G. Sparta Meadowview Schools
H. Administrative & Education Center,
Sparta Charter Pre-Kindergarten,
Sparta High Point Charter School,
SAILS Charter School

A

The Sparta Area School District will ensure all students a high quality
educational experience and skills relevant to the twenty-first century.

Sparta Area School District
Good people, great schools.

