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Today, more than 15,000 students, in all 50 states and 
65 countries, are enrolled in undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs and over 50,000 alumni proudly claim 
Thomas Edison State University as their alma mater.  

Proceeds from the annual Grande Ball allow the 
University to expand its reach by offering innovative 
and flexible strategies for degree completion, providing 
scholarship support to those who need assistance 
and by expanding its comprehensive course offerings 
and programs.

Thomas Edison State University 

was established in 1972 to meet the unique 

and dynamic needs of adult students.
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THE THOMAS EDISON STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION

presents

EVENING PROGRAM

WELCOME

Michael R. Toscani, PharmD
Chairman 

Thomas Edison State University 
Foundation

Maria Imbalzano, Esq. 
Chair, Special Events Committee 
Thomas Edison State University 

Foundation

REMARKS
Frank Clyburn

Chairman, Thomas Edison State University Board of Trustees
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President, Thomas Edison State University

VIDEO PRESENTATION

CLOSING REMARKS

DINNER, DANCING and DESSERT RECEPTION 
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October 13, 2018

Dear Friends:

On behalf of my colleagues and fellow Foundation Board directors, welcome to the 
27th Annual Grande Ball. Our signature event provides the perfect backdrop to 
come together to celebrate and support the important work of Thomas Edison State 
University. 

This year is especially meaningful to all of us. Thomas Edison State University 
welcomed Dr. Merodie A. Hancock as the fourth President of the University in 
March of this year and we celebrated her Inauguration just a few weeks ago during 
the 46th annual Commencement ceremony. 

At Thomas Edison, students have the ability to significantly impact their lives, 
their professions and the communities in which we all live. This evening you will 
have a chance to meet Dr. Hancock and hear about her vision for the future of the 
University that is changing lives every day. 

Enjoy this night of celebration and purpose as we honor and welcome Dr. Hancock 
and thank you for your friendship, support and future commitment to Thomas 
Edison State University. 

Sincerely,

						       
Michael R. Toscani, PharmD
Chairman
Thomas Edison State University Foundation
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Dr. Merodie A. Hancock currently serves 
as the fourth president of Thomas 
Edison State University. She assumed 
office on March 5, 2018, following an 
extensive national search. 

Hancock has dedicated her career to 
expanding access to higher education 
for nontraditional students and has 
extensive experience serving the education 
needs of minority student populations and 
veterans and active-duty members of the military.  

She is a nationally recognized leader in the administration and 
delivery of innovative education programs for adult students. Known 
for her ability to quickly assess opportunities and set a course for 
positive change, Hancock has led the successful reinvigoration of 
several institutions as vice president and president.  

Access, success and completion are three words that surmise 
Hancock’s educational philosophy. Through decades of meaningful 
interaction with adult students, she knows empirically that 
education is the nexus through which one’s capability is harnessed 
for positive personal and professional growth and societal impact. 

Hancock holds a PhD in urban services and education 
administration from Old Dominion University, an MBA from 
Claremont Graduate University and a Bachelor of Arts in Economics 
from Scripps College.

Honoring
Dr. Merodie A. Hancock
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THE THOMAS EDISON STATE UNIVERSITY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dr. Merodie A. Hancock, ex-officio
President, Thomas Edison State University

STUDENT TRUSTEES

Monique Lewis-Hawkins

Apryl L. Roach

CHAIRPERSON

Frank Clyburn
President, Global Oncology 

Merck & Co., Inc.

VICE CHAIRPERSON

Brian Maloney
Corporate Consultant

Kemi Alli, M.D.
CEO and Chief Medical Officer 
Henry J. Austin Health Center

Eric Robert Lear
Managing Partner 

Lear & Pannepacker, LLP

J. Stanley Justice
Presiding Elder 

Dover, Delaware Area AME Churches

Marilyn R. Pearson
Vice President 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch (Ret.)

Richard W. Arndt
Executive Vice President and CEO 
American Cancer Society (Ret.)

Gualberto Medina
Executive Vice President in 

Brokerage Services 
CBRE, Inc.
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THE THOMAS EDISON STATE UNIVERSITY 
FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ahmed A. Azmy, PhD, AIA, AP 
Azmy Architects, LLC

Alex J. Binder 
VNA Health Group

Steven B. Binder 
MannKind Corporation

Daniel R. Brenna, Jr. 
AJAX Management

Dr. James E. Carnes 
Sarnoff Corporation (Ret.)

Nicholas L. Carnevale 
Carnevale Consulting  

Corporation (Ret.)

Richard J. Gillespie 
Gillespie, Inc. (Ret.)

Ronald A. Gimbel 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company

Nancy K. Gloor 
Chesilton, LLC

Dr. Merodie A. Hancock 
Thomas Edison State University 

John T. Harrison 
Investors Bank

Margaret B. Hoisington ’05, ’09 
Hoisington Engineers

Michael D. Illum ’05 
Kettle Cuisine

Maria P. Imbalzano, Esq. 
Stark & Stark

Dolores R. Kelley, Esq. 
Stark & Stark

James B. Kilgore 
The Princeton Packet, Inc.

Steven R. King ’93 
Zantaz, Inc. (Ret.)

Bruce Kratz 
Sparta Systems, Inc.

Eric Robert Lear, CPA 
Lear & Pannepacker, LLP

Clarence E. Lockett 
Langhorne First Baptist Church (Ret.) 

Johnson & Johnson (Ret.)

Brian T. Maloney 
Corporate Consultant

Deborah Mican, RN, MHA, CNOR 
Capital Health

Dr. Greg F. Milzcik ’94 
Barnes Group Inc. (Ret.)

Sean S. Murray 
Fulton Bank of New Jersey

Robert J. Rosenbaum, EdD 
Bunker Hill Consultation Center

Jeffrey L. Stokes ’15 
PSEG Fossil, LLC

Joseph P. Tredinnick 
TD Bank

Chairman 
Michael R. Toscani, PharmD

Clinical Solutionz, Inc.

Vice Chairman
Aubrey Haines

Mercer Oaks Realty, LLC
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GALA EVENT COMMITTEE

Maria Imbalzano, Chair

The 2018 Grande Ball

Ahmed Azmy

Marjorie Carnevale

Jeannine Cimino

Tracey Destribats

Lisa Folmer

Sheila Gerus

Donna Gillespie

Patricia Hartpence

Peggy Hoisington ’05, ‘09

Misty Isak

Jaclyn Joworisak

Leanne Kochy

Veronica Kraft

Nancy Lonchar

Frank Lucchesi

Linda Martin

Stacy Mattia

Lauren Murphy

Kris Muse

Patience Purdy ‘12

Robert Rosenbaum

Diane Steadman

John Thurber

Joseph Tredinnick
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E S T.  

njm.com -8 - -66

Personal Auto  Homeowners
  Umbrella  Workers’ Compensation 

Commercial Auto

NJM Insurance Group is pleased to support

Thomas Edison 
State University Foundation’s

th Annual Grande Ball
and congratulates

Dr. Merodie A. Hancock
on her inauguration as the fourth president 

of Thomas Edison State University

 It’s NJM. 
This isn’t just insurance.

This isn’t just a car.
It’s your car.
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We have the energy to make things better.
[  ... for you and for New Jersey.   ]

www.pseg.com

We are proud to support 
Thomas Edison
State University
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Friends, family, neighbors, and local business owners are the backbone  
of this community. Our vibrant spirit comes alive at events like these.

Wells Fargo proudly celebrates Thomas Edison State University.

Celebrating 
community spirit

wellsfargo.com

© 2018 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.  
All rights reserved. IHA-23560  

23560 
4.75 x 8

4c
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OUR CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE

THOMAS EDISON 
STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION

and this year’s special honoree:

Dr. Merodie A. Hancock

We congratulate Dr. Hancock on her 
inauguration as the fourth president of 

Thomas Edison State University 
and are so proud to be part of 

the Thomas Edison family!

Thomas Edison State University AFT Local 4277

	 Charlene Martucci 	 Karen Bitner
	 President	 Vice President 	

	 Deborah Ware 	 Steve Mazzilli
	 Secretary 	 Treasurer

“The Little Local That Can, a Powerhouse in Trenton”
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CAPITAL HEALTH 
is proud to support 

THOMAS EDISON  
STATE UNIVERSITY 

and join them in celebrating  
the inauguration of 

DR. MERODIE A. HANCOCK 
as the fourth president of  

Thomas Edison State University.

@capitalhealthnj
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PLUMBERS AND PIPEFITTERS
LOCAL UNION NO. 9

CENTRAL NEW JERSEY

2 IRON ORE ROAD AT ROUTE 33, ENGLISHTOWN, NJ 07726
Telephone: (732) 792-0999  •  Fax: (732) 792-1999  •  Website: www.ualocal9.org

There is no substitute for Skilled U.A.
Building and Construction Trades Craftsmen

Business Manager
MICHAEL K. MALONEY

Assistant Business Manager
CHARLES “CHUDDY” WHALEN III

Business Agents
NICHOLAS M. OBERTO
JOHN E. HOEY, JR.
ORLANDO R. CANDELORI
ROBERT A. DILL
MICHAEL A. TRANBERG

Special Organizers
DEAN FEASEL
WILLIAM K. GRAYBUSH

President
KEVIN R. MC COY

Vice President
JOHN E. BOYLE III

Executive Board
EDWARD A. GIBSON
MARK E. REULBACH
MICHAEL J. SIMON
CHARLES F. WHALEN IV

Best Wishes!
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Business Agents
NICHOLAS M. OBERTO
JOHN E. HOEY, JR.
ROBERT A. DILL
MICHAEL A. TRANBERG
DEAN FEASEL

Organizers
WILLIAM K. GRAYBUSH
PATRICK M. SCHARNITZ

President
JOHN E. BOYLE III

Vice President
MARK E. REULBACH

Executive Board
MICHAEL J. SIMON
CHARLES F. WHALEN IV
EDWARD F. BURNS
JUSTIN MALONEY



Grande Ball 2018  19



20  Thomas Edison State University Foundation



Grande Ball 2018  21



22  Thomas Edison State University Foundation



Grande Ball 2018  23



24  Thomas Edison State University Foundation

Our Best Wishes 
to Dr. Hancock

Welcome and Congratulations 
on your inauguration as 
the fourth president of 

Thomas Edison State University

Sincerely,
Michael and Lauren

Dr. Michael Toscani 
Chairman, Foundation Board TESU

t
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Connect. Grow. Succeed.
with Burlington County Regional Chamber of Commerce (BCRCC).

BCRCC.com

Welcome Dr. Merodie A. Hancock 
4th President of Thomas Edison State University 

& Thank You Dr. Dennis Devery
BCRCC Board Chair for your support & dedication

Advocating and advancing regional economic growth and prosperity

Dynamic opportunities for knowledge sharing, camaraderie and networking

High-quality educational and business events

Empowering young professionals with a unique mentoring program

Grow your business with BCRCC today! Visit bcrcc.com for BCRCC benefits, events and 
more. For membership inquires, call 856.439.2520 or join online.



26  Thomas Edison State University Foundation

Clarke Caton Hintz

clarkecatonhintz.com • 100 Barrack Street • Trenton, NJ • 609.883.8383
Architecture • Planning  • Landscape Architecture

Rowan University

committed to building excellence in higher education

Rutgers University

Thomas Edison State University New Jersey City University

Striving
for a
Higher 
Standard 
of
Quality. Next to the Quaker Bridge Mall

300 Renaissance Blvd., Lawrenceville
ColemanAutos.com  609-895-9650

Coleman Cadillac &
Coleman Auto Body Proudly
Support The Thomas Edison
State College Foundation.

CADILLAC
COLEMAN

AUTO BODY
COLEMAN
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Congratulations
to�

Dr. Merodie A. Hancock
On her inauguration as the 4th President 

of� Thomas Edison State University

Dr. Filomela and Mr. Joseph W. Marshall III

We proudly support
the 27th Annual 

Grande Ball Honoring 
Dr. Merodie A. Hancock

www.mccc.edu
PARTNERS IN STUDENT SUCCESS
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Congratulates

Dr. Merodie A. Hancock
on becoming  

the fourth president of  
Thomas Edison State University

The Delaware Valley’s best in live entertainment 
for your weddings, galas, mitzvahs and more!

610-370-3050 • www.renaissanceorchestra.com

The Renaissance Orchestra
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The Council of New Jersey Grantmakers joins
Thomas Edison State University in honoring

Dr. Merodie Hancock

116 West State Street 
Trenton NJ 08608
www.Capitol-Copy.com
609-989 8776

 3562 NJ-27, Kendall Park, NJ 08824
 GlendaleLiquors.com
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THANK YOU

The Thomas Edison State University Foundation 
Board of Directors and the staff of Thomas Edison 
State University gratefully acknowledge and thank 

each of you who participated in making 
The 2018 Grande Ball a success!

~ To our sponsors who attended and supported 
The Grande Ball and our honoree

~ To the ad journal sponsors for their 
many warm wishes and support

~ To the generous individuals who 
donated to the Wine Pull 

~ To the law firm of Stark & Stark for its generosity 
and hospitality in hosting and catering the 

Gala Committee meetings

~ To the members of the Thomas Edison State University 
Office of Development for their hard 

work and dedication - a special thank you to the 
volunteers working tonight’s event

~ And many heartfelt thanks to the members of the Gala 
Committee for their dedication, time and commitment 

to making this evening a great success!
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The Thomas Edison State University 
Foundation would like to thank 
our 2018 Grande Ball partners:

 

Acerra Group, LLC

Capitol Copy Services

Country Club Valet

EKF Group

Escarpeta PhotoGraphics

Glendale Liquors 

Grounds for Sculpture

Janet’s Weddings and Parties

Keep interacting, LLC

Renaissance Orchestra

STARR Catering





e hope you are having a wonderful time celebrating 
tonight’s honoree, Dr. Merodie Hancock, and the work 

of Thomas Edison State University. This year, in lieu of our 
traditional silent auction, we wanted to provide you with an 
opportunity to invest directly in the University’s mission and 
the students we serve.
 
In 2018, 450 students applied for scholarships and the 
need continues to grow. Providing scholarship support to 
non-traditional learners does more than alleviate financial 
burdens that would otherwise affect a student’s ability to 
continue or complete their education. Scholarships at TESU 
can reduce a student’s time-to-degree completion and are a 
source of inspiration for student success.
 
We invite you tonight to show your support by making a gift 
to the Thomas Edison State University Scholarship Fund. By 
doing so, you are inspiring and empowering adults to make 
significant, positive and immediate impacts in their lives, 
professions and communities. 

Thank you for your meaningful support!

give.tesu.edu/gala18


