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Dear Parent/Guardian:

Welcome to the 2026-27 school year! I am delighted you are interested in Bucs Beyond the
Bell, Bridges Preparatory School’s After-School Program.

Choosing an after-school program is one of the most important decisions you will make as a
parent/guardian. Bridges Preparatory School strives to provide a service that makes your
child feel safe, nurtured, and enriched. Our highly-qualified staff is equipped with the
resources and experience to provide you and your child with the best after-school enrichment
and educational extension at better-than-average prices.

We have purposeful lessons planned for your child, and I anticipate this will be a rewarding
experience. We welcome any feedback you would like to share with us. Please do not hesitate
to email me if I can be of assistance.

I hope you and your child have a wonderful school year!

Sincerely,

Gary S. McCulloch
Chief Executive Officer
gmcculloch@bridgesprep.org
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Mission Statement

Bucs Beyond the Bell, Bridges Preparatory School’s After School Program, will provide a safe
and caring environment. Students will expand their education through innovative
opportunities, developing creativity, confidence, and positive character traits in order to
foster the development of the whole child.

Goals

e To provide a superior after-school program for Bridges Preparatory School’s
Kindergarten through Twelfth-grade students.

e To engage children in a caring, safe, and recreational atmosphere.

e To present students with a balanced range of activities that foster personal growth and
achievement.

e To bring community enrichment activities to students.

e To offer affordable after-school care to Bridges Preparatory School’s families.

Overview
Bucs Beyond the Bell provides a safe environment and supervised activities after the school
day. One of the focuses of the program is to support the academic curriculum of the school
day. Additional activities complement the school day and include a wide variety of subjects,
interests, resources, and exposures. The daily schedule will include times for academic
development, play (both indoors and outdoors), developmentally appropriate programs and
activities, and time for children to complete homework (if applicable). A flexible daily
schedule has been developed based on students’ interests and needs. Approximately
two-thirds of each afternoon’s schedule is made up of activity choices, including:

e Enrichment Clubs: Clubs vary and are based on the students’ interests. Examples

include cooking, board games, gardening, Lego, etc.

Guidelines
Unless the program is at capacity, a child may start attending Bucs Beyond the Bell as soon
as the following forms are completed and given to the After School liaison:

e Bucs Beyond the Bell Application (Google Form)

e Payment Agreement Form

e Emergency Medical Form

e Registration Fee (required before a child is considered enrolled in the program)

e Current month’s payment

o Other school accounts must be current

Hours and Days of Operation
e Bucs Beyond the Bell begins at the end of the school’s instructional day and ends at
5:30 p.m.
o Late fees will be applied to account balances when children remain
after 5:30 p.m.



Rates and Registration
Bucs Beyond the Bell seeks to make it as affordable as possible for every family that may

require the service. All children attending the program must be at least five (5) years old and
registered in the program. To register your child for Bucs Beyond the Bell, you must complete
the Google and Medical Release Forms, pay the registration fee, and receive the welcome
letter. Once the welcome letter is received, you must then pay the Monthly fee online.
Registration must be completed, a welcome letter received, and the registration fee paid to be
considered “enrolled.”

e Registration Fee: A $10.00 registration fee is required for each child each school year.
If you remove your child from the program and decide to enroll them again, you must
pay the $10.00 registration fee again.

e Weekly Rate: The cost of Bucs Beyond the Bell is $60.00 per week, per child
(regardless of the number of afternoons your child attends). If you decide to change
the status of your child in Bucs Beyond the Bell, you must email the After School
administration at bpsafterschool@bridgesprep.org in order for your child to be
unenrolled. Otherwise, you will be charged fees based on your registration status.

e Monthly Payments: All payments are due on the first of every month. (This includes
the August payment). Any payment made after the fifth of the month will incur a $25
late fee per student. If the payment is not made by the first of the following month, the
student(s) will be removed from the program. Payments/fees can be made at
https://bpspayments.revirak.net/. Family Discount: Families with more than one
child in the program are given a discounted weekly rate. The first child is $60.00 a
week, and each additional child is $55.00 a week (This will automatically be calculated
within the online form).

e Late Pick-Up Fees: Bucs Beyond the Bell ends promptly at 5:30 pm. For students
picked up after 5:30 pm, your account will be charged $10.00 per 15-minute interval
after pick-up time.

o When possible, please notify the administration if you will be more
than fifteen minutes late. Please see the attached "Bridges
Preparatory School’s After School Agreement" for more
information.

Inclement Weather and Cancellation of School
Bucs Beyond the Bell does not operate on days Bridges Preparatory School is closed due to
adverse weather conditions.

e Bucs Beyond the Bell will not operate when school is dismissed early because of
inclement weather. You must make arrangements to have your child picked up as soon
as an announcement is made for early dismissal.

e Ifroads become hazardous when Bucs Beyond the Bell is in session, please make
arrangements to pick up your child as soon as possible. Our goal is that every child and
staff member involved in the program arrives home safely.

When school is dismissed early, telephone lines at the schools become very busy. You should
create a plan in advance about what your child should do if school is dismissed early. This
information will be used automatically in the event of any inclement weather or cancellation
of school, unless you notify the administration of the program of a change.
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Discipline

Bucs Beyond the Bell is optional, and participation in it is a privilege and voluntary.
Continued participation in the program is contingent on the student's attention to school
behavioral guidelines. Students will be given the opportunity to choose from a variety of
activities, all conducted within group settings. Students are expected to act responsibly and
safely.

In keeping with the goals and objectives of the program, the following guidelines govern

student participation in it. All students must understand and agree to follow these guidelines

and all school discipline and safety rules.

The student has the ability and willingness to fully participate in group activities.

The student conducts themselves safely and appropriately in a group setting.

The student cares for their personal and hygiene needs.

The student understands and follows program rules.

The student follows one- and two-step directions.

The student successfully transitions from one activity to another and in and out of the

program at the start and conclusion of each day.

The student interacts with peers and the community in a socially appropriate manner.

The student is not a danger to themselves or to others.

e The student does not disrupt normal activities, making it unreasonably difficult for
other youth to enjoy the program.

e The student does not engage in repetitive, aggressive, harmful, or disruptive behavior.

In all cases, maintaining the safety and security of all students in the program is of utmost
importance. Discipline will be handled in accordance with Bridges Preparatory Schools’
adopted policy on Student
Discipline:https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/1558582/82¢79988-1430-1
1e9-8f49-12cbhae a/3121396/faboqfda-7bb6-11f1-ofda-oaffcsfdscos/file/2026-27%20B
PS%20Family%20Handbook.pdf . Used only as appropriate, methods of discipline will
include removal of the child from a group setting, limited privileges, and consultation with
the parent/guardian. Actions deemed by the teacher and/or the administration to be serious
offenses will result in suspension or dismissal from the program in accordance with Bridges
Preparatory School’s policy and procedure on student discipline. Teachers and/or
administrators will report behavior concerns to parents/guardians.

Suspension/Expulsion from Bucs Beyond the Bell

Dismissal may result from the student not following the guidelines, habitually leaving a child
after closing time, failure to pay promptly, or issuing "bad" checks for payment to the
program.

Medication

No medication will be kept by Bucs Beyond the Bell teachers. All medication will be kept in
the nurse’s office. To minimize disruptions, students should take medicine at home rather
than at school whenever feasible.

Telephone Contact
Students are not permitted to make telephone calls during Bucs Beyond the Bell. Should a

student need to contact a parent/guardian, they should inform the teacher for help. If you
need to contact the teacher, please refer to the contact list provided at the end of this
handbook.
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Safe Departure Procedures

A parent/guardian or someone designated by the parent/guardian (at least 16 years of
age) picking students up from Bucs Beyond the Bell must have permission to do so, as
indicated on the Bucs Beyond the Bell Registration, or permission must have been
received in writing.

Upon the child's departure, an adult must come inside the facility to pick up the
student.

A picture ID will be required.

Children must never be left unattended.

Students must be picked up promptly at the end of the program. If a student has not
been picked up by the end of the program, staff will try to contact the parent/guardian
and/or individuals designated as emergency contacts. If the parent/guardian and/or
those individuals designated as emergency contacts cannot be reached and the student
has not been picked up by 30 minutes after the end of the program, Beaufort County
Police and Child Protective Services will be contacted. Three (3) late pick-ups will be
cause for dismissal from the program. Every 15 minutes after 5:30 will be an additional
charge of $10.

After School Program Contact List

K-3 Assistant Principal: Maria Kennedy - mkennedy@bridgesprep.org

4-6 Assistant Principal: Valerie Bell - vbell@bridgesprep.org

0-12 Assistant Principal: Ashley Reid - areid@bridgesprep.org

Chief Executive Officer: Gary McCulloch - gmcculloch@bridgesprep.org

After School Coordinator: Melissa Harmon - bpsafterschool@bridgesprep.org
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