
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PARENT ACADEMY NEWSLETTER

Parents 
Hernando County School District make a difference! 

August 2024

Effective study habit ideas for 
a successful 2024-2025 school year 
Helping your child build study 
skills is one of the most 
important ways you can help 
your child succeed in school. 
And the start of a new school 
year is the perfect time to 
begin. 

Be supportive. Do not do 
your child’s homework for 
them. It’s OK to answer 
questions and guide your 
child through problems. If 
your child is struggling, 
talk with their teacher. 
Pay attention. Homework 
time is a chance for you to 
learn about your child. For 
example, does your child 
have trouble with spelling, 
or struggle with 
multiplication? Do they 
excel at reading? 

Allow for some free 
time. Many kids need to 
blow off steam after 
school before settling 
into their homework. 
Choose a regular time 
and place for homework. 
It should be a quiet, well-
lit, comfortable spot free 
from distractions. 
Keep them hydrated and 
give them healthy snacks 
during homework time. 
We want them to make 
smart and motivated 
choices. We want them 
to LOVE studying! 

First Day of School 
for Students 

August 12, 2024 

Children love 
to hear their 
favorite stories over 
and over again 

With all different types of books. 
Introduce your child to: 

Make-believe. Reading about 
characters and situations 
that exist only in an author’s 
imagination encourages 
children to be creative. Your 
child will learn the difference 
between real and pretend. 
Myths and fables. You may 
already know such tales as 
“The Lion and the Mouse,” 
one of Aesop’s Fables. Myths 
and fables teach children life 
lessons and values. 
Poetry. Look for poems that 
rhyme. They show kids that 
language is fun. Rhymes also 
encourage children to listen 
for sounds that are different 
and alike. 
Nonfiction. These books show 
children that reading can 
help them discover and learn 
new things. 
Fairytales. Thes books are 
stories of magic, 
enchantments, and mythical 
or fanciful beings. 

www.hernandoschools.org Practical ideas for parents to help their children 

www.hernandoschools.org


Elementary SchoolParents 
make a difference! 

Parents 

I dreamed I stood in a studio, 
And watched two sculptors there. 

The clay they used was a child’s mind, 
And they fashioned it with care. 

One was a teacher, the tools used, 
Were books and music and art. 

One, a parent with guiding hands, 
A gentle and loving heart. 

Day after day the teacher toiled, 
With a touch both deft and skilled. 

The parent labored side by side, 
And all the values filled. 

And when at last their task was done, 
They looked at what they’d wrought. 

The beautiful shape of the precious child, 
Could neither be sold or bought. 

And each agreed it would have failed, 
If one had worked alone. 

For behind the parent stood the school, 
And behind the teacher, the home. 

Anonymous 

Parent App: 
WheresTheBus is a 
user-friendly school bus 
tracking system that solves 
problems without creating 
new ones. Setup your 
Account under Quick Links 
on the Hernando School 
District website. August  2024 Page 2 - Parent Academy 



     

 
    

  

  
  

  
  

 
  
  

 
  

   
 

  
  

  
  

   
 

   
   

 
  

  
 

  
  

 
  

 
 

    
  
   

 
  

   
 

     
   

 
  

2024-2025 
Title I Schools Principals 

& Assistant Principals 

Brooksville Elementary School 
Richard “RJ” Inmon 

Asst: Wilson Sommer 
Deltona Elementary School 

Julie Sweeney 
Asst: Trina Crawford

Eastside Elementary School 
Mike Lastra 

Asst: Eric Schwartz 

J.D. Floyd Elementary School
Scott Piesik 

Asst: Michelle Fox 
Moton Elementary School 

Patty D. Martin 
Asst: Alexa Neal 

Pine Grove Elementary School 
Natasha Saavedra 

Asst: Mervelle Sage Takura 
Spring Hill Elementary School 

Cari O’Rourke 
Asst: Stephani Halstead 

Suncoast Elementary School 
Dacey Hughes 

Asst: Colleen Thomas 
Westside Elementary School 

Dana Kublick 
Asst: Deana LaPlatney 

Explorer K-8 
Lisa Braithwaite 

Asst: Katie Reynolds, Dan O’Rourke 
& Andrew MacGregor 

D.S. Parrott Middle School
Chris Clifford 

Asst: Brandon Wright 
Fox Chapel Middle School 

Tom Dye 
Asst: Maria Ruiz & Joshua Smith 
West Hernando Middle School 

Chris Healy 
Asst: Leslie Sakser 
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Our Mobile Unit will be back for the 
2024-2025 school year. Each school 
will be notified a month prior to 

services dates and will be receiving 
the mobile dental consent then. 
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Back to School 2024 
 Sales Tax Holiday 

July 29 - August 11, 2024 
For  a  list  of  qualifying  items,  visit 
floridarevenue.com/BacktoSchool 

Consumers  can  purchase  qualifying 
back-to-school  supplies  exempt  from 

tax  during  the  2024  Back-to-School 
Sales  Tax  Holiday.  Passed  by  the 

Florida  Legislature  and  signed  into  law 
by  Gov.  Ron  DeSantis,  the  sales  tax 
holiday  begins  Monday,  July  29,  and 
extends  through  Sunday,  August  11. 
The  Department  of  Revenue  created 
this  webpage  to  provide  information 

and  promotional  materials  for 
consumers,  businesses,  and  other 

interested  parties. 



    

Keeping  Germs 
 at  Bay 

Remind  children 
about  healthy 

habits  to  prevent 
spreading  germs, 
such  as  coughing 
and  sneezing  into 
their  elbows,  not 

sharing  drinks,  and 
keeping  hands  away 

from  their  eyes, 
nose,  and  mouth.  If 
your  child  does  get 

sick,  keep  them 
home  from  school 
so  they  don’t  share 
their  illness  with 

others.  
Healthy  eating  and 
adequate  sleep  will 

also  help  to  keep 
the  immune  system 
healthy  and  strong 
for  a  great  school 

year! 
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