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Calendar Information:
* Registration for 2014-2015 (for current families)
will be taking place Feb. 25-27, 2014. At that time,
parents will pay the $400 per child registration fee
and sign a contract for the coming year.
* Please encourage your friends and colleagues
to come tour our school if they have a school
aged child for this coming year.
* High School "Daily Announcements" are being
posted on our web site. Get the most up to
date news by checking it out!!
** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
THE PATRIOT CAFE´
Checks may be sent to the school for lunches. If
youhave ANY questions, please contact Mrs. Dot
Reichle
(heritage-manager@mmihg.com). If an account has a
"negative balance of $20" then a student can no longer
charge a lunch until the balance is paid. Check your
balance or make an electronic deposit
at www.mypaymentsplus.com.
****************************************
**

Helpful Links for our Parents
UNIFORMS & ACCESSORIES - order school uniforms online (password: hapatriots) here.
IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS/FORMS/ETC. - click here to
access and/or print important forms such as the Service
Learning Form, sports schedules and much more!
PATRIOT CAFE´ - click here for the current menus.
"QUICK LINKS" TO OTHER HELPFUL SITES are available on
our web site side bar at www.HeritagePatriots.com.
Previous editions of the Patriot Report can be viewed by
clicking here.

****************************************
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Dec. 13
Deadline to Order HA Yearbook
Dec. 14
ACT at Heritage
Dec. 16-18 Exams for Grades 7-12 (schedule
below)
Dec. 17
Elementary Dismissal Following
Program
(After Hours available - send a
lunch!)
Dec. 17
Elementary Christmas Programs
8:30 a.m. - Grades 1-3
9:30 a.m. - Grades 4-6
10:30 a.m. - SrK
Dec. 18
JrK Christmas Program, 9:00
a.m.
Dec. 18
Elementary Christmas Parties
Dec. 18
Elementary Dismissal Following
Parties
(After Hours available - send a
lunch!)
Dec. 19
CHRISTMAS BREAK BEGINS
Dec. 25
Christmas Day
Jan.
1
New Year’s Day
Jan.
6
Second Semester Begins
Jan.
9
High School Report Cards
emailed
Jan. 13
“Tuition & Trips” Student Raffle
Competition Begins
Feb. 25-27 Registration for 2014-2015 (for
current
families)
Note: Recently added dates or changes are in RED.
Check the School Calendar on the Web Site often for
Updates. Click here!
KEY to Newsletter Abbreviations:
JrK - Junior Kindergarten
SrK - Senior Kindergarten
EL - Elementary School
HS - High School
AR - Accelerated Reading AM - Accelerated Math
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***

HA YEARBOOK ORDER FORM
RESERVE YOUR COPY OF THE 2014
HERITOR!!
It is time to order your 2014 HA yearbook. Forms are
available in each school office. The deadline is Dec.
13th! (After this date, the price will go up.)
*********************************

GATE - Gifted and Talented Education
SAB Student Activity Building
MAIS - Miss. Association of Independent Schools
FCA - Fellowship of Christian Athletes

HIGH SCHOOL EXAM SCHEDULE
Mon., Dec. 16th 8:00−10:00 1st/7th period exams
10:00-10:30 Break (SAB)
10:30-12:30 2nd period exam
Tues., Dec. 17th 8:00-10:00 3rd Period exam
10:00-10:30 Break (SAB)
10:30-12:30 4th period exam
Wed., Dec. 18th 8:00-10:00 5th period exam
10:00-10:30 Break (SAB)
10:30-12:30 6th period exam

UPDATE ON OUR PROGRESS!
We have raised over $24,000 towards our goal of $50,000! But, we still need your support. If you have not made a
contribution to the annual fund, please join the members of our faculty, staff, board of directors, parents, grandparents and
friends who have already made a donation! If every HA family would make a $100 donation, we could quickly add over
$30,000 to our earnings. As donations are made, improvements at our elementary and high school are being made.
Consider making your tax deductible donation prior to Dec. 31st!
Please visit: www.HeritagePatriots.com/annualfund to make a donation online, to view the project goals, and to see a list of
current donors. Or, you can choose to DONATE NOW. At HA, the future is now!

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS - HIGH SCHOOL NEWS - HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

CableOne and the History
Channel sponsored the “Take a
Vet to School Day”
at our Elementary School.

Col. Howard McArthur (far right) was our
speaker for our Veterans Day program for 4th 12th grades. Also taking part in the program were
(l-r) Dr. Greg Carlyle, Megill Imes and Austin
Fitch.

The HA Choral Music Class honored our
Veterans and our country with several patriotic
selections at the High School Veterans Day
Program.

The annual HA Beauty Revue was held on Nov. 19th. Sponsored by the HA Yearbook staff, the theme this year was “Walk this Way.”

Far left - Senior Cody Mordecai and Junior Laura Stennett were
named Mr. Heritor (Most Handsome) and
Miss Heritor (Most Beautiful). Center - Senior Sally Gardner
was selected by the other contestants as Miss Congeniality. (photo on
left courtesy of Kelly Hayes Photography)

Top 5 - pictured l-r are: 4th alternates, Luke Ellison and Eason
Black; 2nd Alternates, Mark Thatcher and Allie Rhett; Most
Handsome Cody Mordecai and Most Beautiful Laura Stennett;
1st alternates, Austin Fitch and Evelyn Ray; 3rd Alternates,
Michael Ledbetter and Brennan Brown. (photo above courtesy of Kelly
Hayes Photography)
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Area Banker Mark Crigler from BankFirst spoke to Mrs. Deb
Shelton’s Economics classes recently. His presentation was part of
the “Banker in Every Classroom” program sponsored by
the Mississippi Bankers Association. Bankers presented lessons in
personal finance to students state wide.

HA Alum Scott Ferguson (‘2006) with Financial Concepts was
the guest speaker on Nov. 20th. He talked to Mrs. Deb Shelton’s
Economic classes about financial planning.

Sharon Anderson and HA Alum Cindy Adair (’91) both with
Triangle Federal Credit Union recently talked to Mrs. Deb
Shelton's Economics Classes about the Advantages of a Credit
Union.

District Essay Winners - Kristen Phillips (left) won 3rd
place and Lizzie Sansing (right) won 2nd in the VFW Essay
Contest “Why I am Optimistic About My Country.” They will
be recognized at a dinner hosted by the VFW.

Marine Biology class Visits Gulfport and the Institute for Marine Mammal Studies

Mrs. Sheri Robertson's Marine Biology Class recently visited the Institute for Marine Mammal Studies (IMMS) in Gulfport.
Their day began with an information/introductory session in the auditorium where they learned the background of the IMMS
and what their main functions are with regard to marine mammals. They observed training sessions with both dolphins and
sea lions who have been rescued by the IMMS. In addition, they visited the discovery room where they were allowed to touch
and learn about stingrays, sharks, hermit crabs and starfish and observe other organisms in aquariums. They also visited the
museum.
The field trip also included a trip to Biloxi beach where they tested water for salinity and dissolved oxygen, used seine nets
along the shore and kayaked out to Deer Island and explored around the island.

Art Classes/English Students Combine Talents to Create Cards
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DECKING THE HALLS
HA Seniors decorate at the local “Loaves &
Fishes” food center.
This year, part of their Senior Leadership
Project involves collecting items for area food
pantries and
working with the agencies that provide
food and warm meals for the needy.

♫

♫

The HA Choral Music Class invited friends
and family to their 2013 Christmas Performance on
Dec. 10th. Under the direction of Mrs. Marilyn
Fields, the chorus sang traditional and popular
Christmas songs from several different genres.
Everyone enjoyed the performance and the
opportunity to get in the spirit of the season!

SPORTS - SPORTS - SPORTS
Anderson Selected to Play on
MAIS All-Star Football Team
Congratulations to HA Senior Hunter Anderson who was named a MAIS All-Star
Football player. He played in the MAIS All-Star Football Game held on Dec. 6th in
Jackson. We are proud of you, Hunter!
HA Players Named to MAIS Football All-Conference Teams
1st Team All-Conference
2nd Team All-Conference
Running Back - Hunter Anderson
Off. Lineman - Luke Ellison
Wide Receiver - Logan Bell
Off. Lineman - Douglas Kilarski
Defensive Tackle - Josh Foxworthy Off. Lineman - Thomas Glenn
Defensive Back - Cody Mordecai
Quarterback - Austin Fitch
Linebacker - Hunter Anderson
Wide Receiver - Mark Thatcher
Running Back - Parker Short
WE ARE
Def. Tackle - Brady Clark
PROUD OF OUR PATRIOTS!! Def. End - Hunter Ferguson
Def. Back - William Hardy
Def. Back - Mark Thatcher
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The Heritage Academy Jr. High Dance team recently traveled
to New York City to take part in a dancer's "dream trip” to the
Big Apple. The dancers took classes with three prestigious
dance organizations including the Broadway Dance Center,
the Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation, and The Rockettes.

Other highlights of the trip included attending the Broadway
musical Newsies and The Radio City Christmas
Spectacular. Tryouts for the Jr. High Dance Team will take
place after Spring Break, and girls in grades 6-8 are
encouraged to participate.

ELEMENTARY NEWS - ELEMENTARY NEWS - ELEMENTARY NEWS

As part of their “Storyteller” Unit Mrs. Juanita Hartman, a
retired 1st grade teacher, visited our GATE classes.
Students were learning about how stories can be
entertaining, informative and persuasive. Mrs. Hartman
entertained and informed with her unique story telling
methods.

HA GATE students decorated cookie bags that were to be
used to deliver homemade cookies to CAFB airmen. While
the cookies were made by ladies at CAFB, our students took
great pride in decorating the bags. Mrs. Henderson’s 2nd
grade students display some of the bags.

How to Treat People with Disabilities
Lauri Sansing, RN, with Baptist Memorial Hospital- Golden
Triangle, visited in our GATE classes last week. She stressed the
importance of treating individuals with disabilities the same as we
would like to be treated.
Students were allowed to wear blind (blacked out) glasses in order
to appreciate the difficulties blind students would face while
working simple worksheets and coloring.

Students in JrK-6th grade participated in filling Christmas
stockings for the less fortunate in our

community. Students brought items from home and
these were assembled in our GATE classes.

Dr. Bethany Hairston, a Dermatologist, recently spoke to our 5th & 6th
Grade students. She gave an informative talk that focused on skin care.
She stressed the proper way to clean their skin and she gave ways to protect
their skin from sun damage and skin cancer. The students asked
very intelligent and mature questions. Good job, students, and a special
thanks to Dr. Hairston. (Note: Dr. Hairston is the former Bethany Reed, a 1991 HA
graduate.)
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The program was arranged by Mrs. Ellen Brumley as part of our GATE program.

Fifth Grade Classes Explore HealthWorks in Tupelo

WCBI Meteorologist Heather Sophia visited our 4th grade
classes to talk about Hurricanes. The students concluded
their reading story “Eye of the Storm.” Heather shared her

first hand account of witnessing the effects of Hurricane Andrew
which was the hurricane discussed in the story.

Students in Mrs. Libby Springer’s room enjoyed "acting out"
vocabulary words in reading this week and sharing info about the
kapok tree.

Million Dollar Project - 4th grade students were “given”
$1,000,000 to spend creating a business of their choice. A heavy
emphasis was placed on using technology to create a spreadsheet,
make pie charts, research costs, and prepare the report.

Third graders dressed in their favorite green & grinch attire and spent the day reading "the" book, writing
adjectives describing the Grinch and also describing his heart before and after it grew. They used simile
activities to describe the grinch and make a class book and had a written assignment about "true joy" and the
meaning of Christmas. They made “who” and “grinch” tree ornaments and created a who-ville scene. Closing
out the day was a serving of green "who" pudding, "Grinch dust" to keep the Grinch away and “grinch kabobs!"

Mrs. Lisa Naugher’s 3rd grade class
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Mrs. Vicki Hardy’s 3rd grade class
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Farmer for a Day: 2nd & 3rd Grade Field Trip

1st Grade Reading Story Enhanced
with Visit from Beekeepers!
Our first graders enjoyed a visit from Caitlyn Hester's grandparents who came to visit and
tell about being beekeepers. They explained how the bees lived and worked together and
how they made honey. The talk was very informative and the class REALLY enjoyed their
visit. What a great way to end our week of reading class that was all about bees! Thank
you Mrs. Lee Lee and Mr. Randy Burris.
at left: Caitlyn Hester, Lee Lee (HA ’75) and Randy Burris (HA’72)

Spreading Christmas Cheer
Mrs. Fitzner's first grade class demonstrated the true
meaning of Christmas by adopting two Angel Tree
children from the Salvation Army this year. They
chose a little boy that was 2 and a little girl that was 1
and went shopping for them at Walmart. The class
was divided into groups and given a budget to work
with. This required the children to use their math
skills and it taught them how to work with others to
achieve a common goal.

PEANUT

BUTTER ALLERGY ALERT

We have elementary students with severe peanut butter allergies. As you plan for snack and lunch items, kindly avoid sending items
to school containing peanut butter and/or peanut butter oil. Thanks for your help in safeguarding our precious children!

Have you linked your Kroger Card to Heritage yet?
Doing so will mean that 5% of your transaction will be
donated back to Heritage! Click here to find out how!

Keep clipping and saving your Box Top Labels year
around! Elementary classroom competitions will be
held each fall and spring semester!

Follow us on Twitter www.twitter.com/HAPatriots
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/heritageacademypatriots
HA Mission Statement - Heritage Academy is a college preparatory school which seeks to prepare students for
college and for life, as well as to inspire, challenge, and motivate its students. This mission is encapsulated by our
motto, “High Moral Standards and Academic Excellence.”
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