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Parents and Families of Early Childhood Center and Riverdale School We have come to
the end of another incredible and incredibly busy school year here at ECC and Riverdale
School. What a year it has been! I am so proud to be able to serve the wonderful students
here and the entire Dolton Riverdale SD148 community. Many times, you have heard me
say that I have the best job in the world and, on a daily basis, this has been reinforced to
me. Thank you for all you do to make working with all my families such a pleasure and
privilege. Academically, this has been a stellar year. We obviously still await the results of
remote learning and how this time will impact our students. However, we believe that our
student outcomes will be amazing, and will go beyond what we could have imagined.
We simply do not believe in writing children off because we know that all children can
learn and all children want to learn. We believe that our exceptional achievers, who will
doubtless go to top universities, or those who simply achieve beyond their wildest dreams
are the best part of the best job! I do not intend to repeat the details of everything I have
written in my previous letters to you about the many facets of life in our ECC and
Riverdale families. Assuredly, our educational lives are always busy and our children are
always inspiring. Over the past week or so, we have seen this again in so many ways.
During these unprecedented times our families have shown commitment and dedication to
student achieve beyond what we could have expected. We celebrated the academic
achievement of so many students, but also saw the huge support that parents give to the
schools. Please keep an eye on our District website for up-to-date news on On-Line
Registration, Returning to School plans, and Summer STEM programs.
Thank you for all your support in making sure that Early Childhood Center and Riverdale
School students are successful. striving for academic excellence for all children.
Ms. Shinora Montgomery, Principal Early Childhood Center and Riverdale School
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CUBBIES NEWS
Dr. Cynthia Marks – Assistant Principal, Early Childhood Center
Hello ECC families,
After much reflection and consultation with my family, I have decided that after 22 years in education,
I will be retiring effective June 30th It has been an honor to serve the students and families of Dolton
District 148 and I am fortunate to have had a full career made even better because of the incredible
friends and colleagues who helped create so many wonderful memories.
My years as a teacher, RTI coordinator and school assistant principal have been some of the best and I
consider the opportunity to be part of enhancing the Early Childhood Center to be among the highest of
honors.
Thank you for sharing your children with me, I hope they have developed a positive attitude toward
themselves as learners and toward school as a special place to grow and be challenged. I will treasure
the relationships with so many families through the years.
It was a special privilege to be an administrator in Dolton District 148 and a personal joy to have the
opportunity to touch so many young lives as they began their formal schooling. Thank you for all your
confidence and support through these many years.
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Mrs. Slager & Ms. Cotton – Room 102
Hi Rocket Families! We have now come to the end of an unprecedented and unfortunate school year, but we made it
through together! Thanks for all of your hard work and support during this time and throughout the school year!
Congratulations to the students who have Stepped-Up to Kindergarten! Keep working hard and continue shooting for
the stars! Throughout the summer, please continue to have your child work on the packets that were delivered to them.
We have also posted some websites below with tips for making the most out of Summer Break. Have a great summer!
Keep learning!


Summer Reading: Parent Tips – (from this website) http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/parent-tips-summerreading
-

Make time for reading
Read aloud every day. Keep different kinds of reading materials at home, including newspapers, magazines,
word games, puzzles, or the kids' section of the newspaper. Help your child find books that he/she finds
interesting. These might include non-fiction books, fun fact books, arts and crafts books, or cookbooks with kidfriendly recipes.

-

Encourage your child to learn new words
Introduce your child to new words every day. Talk about what these words mean and how they are used.

-

Write away
Keep writing materials handy such as pencils, paper, and crayons so that your child can practice writing.
Encourage him/her to write letters or post cards to friends and relatives over the summer, to keep a journal,
make a summer scrapbook, or to write stories and poems. Ask your child to help you when making shopping
lists or copying a recipe.

Ms. Rountree - Room 104
Hello everyone. We miss seeing everyone in school, this school year has been a different one. Thanks for all parents
who are participating in remote learning, this has been a learning process for all. June means the school year has come
to an end. But learning does not have to. At the end of this letter you will find summer resources to use throughout
the summer. June also means stepping up for our Kindergarteners: Maya, Charles, Alfonso, Kevawn, Ethan, Jasmine,
Damiya, and Asaad. We want to congratulate them on stepping up. We’ll see the rest of you next year. Bye and we
miss you.







Www.epicbooks.com Books
www.littlebinsforlittlehands.com, Science
www.prekpages.com
www.happynumber.com
www.kidsparkz.com
www.prekinders.com
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Ms. McGrew – Room 106
Happy Last Day of School! It’s been an unforgettable year to say the least at the Early Childhood Center! Thank you
so much for sharing your children with us this year and trusting them in our care! We have enjoyed our time with all of the
families this year. We have accomplished so much with your child and are pleased to see growth in each and every one of
them. We will miss all families who will be taking the next step onto Kindergarten but look forward to working with returning
families’ next school year.Believe it or not, the highly anticipated sunny days of summer are here. This summer break,
however, might look a little different than past years. Whatever your summer plans involve, remember it’s important to remain
vigilant in avoiding what education researchers refer to as the “Summer Slide.”
The simple solution to avoiding the summer slide is to have students remain engaged in academic activities during the summer
months, which will help ease the transition back to school and can even result in significantly better grades during the next
school year.
THANK YOU to Each and Every Crayon Family for being patient, understanding, positive, flexible, and resilient during these
trying circumstances of remote learning. Don’t forget to Continue Teaching Entertaining & Engaging with your child this
summer.

Ms. Ruffin – Room 107
I hope you and your family are doing well during this unprecedented time. As you all are aware, the theme
for this month is insects. We will investigate various types of insects, characteristics of insects, and
compare how some insects are alike and different. Please continue to work on activities with your child
throughout the summer. You will still have access to ClassDojo and can use any of those activities as well
as the learning packets. You will also have access to epic until the end of June. In the upcoming weeks, I
will compile a few internet resources that you can use as well. Ms. Ruffin and Ms. Marino miss all of you
so much! You all did a GREAT job and we’re proud of you! Enjoy your summer but stay safe and healthy!

Special shoutout to the Busy Bees that are transitioning into kindergarten-Ms.
Congratulations!
You Rock!
Weary –Room
112
Butterflies we miss you so much!! Ms. Franklin and I hope all of our families and their loved ones are
remaining safe and healthy. We want to express our gratitude for all the hard work and dedication our
parents and students have shown by being actively engaged in Remote learning via ClassDojo during
Covid 19. We truly appreciate your dedication to your child’s education. We encourage you to continue
to use this platform to support your child’s academic growth during Covid 19. Please feel free to reach
me via ClassDojo or email wearye@district148.net with any questions or concerns.
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CUBBIES NEWS
Ms. Lando– Room 113
Now, that we have come to the end of a very different and exciting school year. Please continue to work on
learning the letters and sounds of the alphabet, your numbers from 1-20, identifying your names and
recognizing the letters in your names and the various colors. Ms. Neeley and I wish you an enjoyable summer
and please continue to be safe and healthy and hope to see you next school year.

Ms. Hyzy – Room 114
Well, for the month of May, our study was insects. Our little ones got a chance to learn facts about insects, listen to
stories about insects, sing songs about insects and even asked to go outside to look for and find different ones to see if
they could recognize and identify different insects. This was an exciting and fun study for all.
In the month of May, we also had a chance to do a Zoom meeting with our little ones and their parents a few times. It
was a joy to see our little one’s faces and see them in action at home.
June is approaching and we are getting ready for the Step Up activities. We would like to wish the best of luck to those
that are moving on to Kindergarten. You are moving on to a different world. Our little ones are becoming big boys and
girls. CONGRATULATIONS!!! We are looking forward to seeing our returning students in the Fall.
Parents we would like to thank you for sticking by us and helping our little ones adjust to the new way of learning this
school year. This has been a challenge for administration, teaching staff, the little people, and all of our parents and
families. All of our parents are heroes in our eyes. You are your child’s first teacher and you have stepped up and met the
challenge. We ask that you continue to work with and be involved in your children’s education and make it fun during the
summer,
Please continue to stay safe and healthy. We are looking forward to working with you next school year. We don’t know
what the future holds, but we will get through it together.

Mrs. Goines – Room 115
Our class study unit is Insects. The students are learning about all of the different types of insects. The students have
viewed several video read alouds about insects on Class DoJo. They have learned about bees and how they live in bee
hives by viewing a video virtual field trip. They have been able to see what the queen bee looks like and how the bees
work together and use nectar to make honey. The students have been doing singing along with videos about insects such
as “The Itsy Bitsy Spider and The Insect Song”. They have covered the alphabet, numbers, sorting, rhymes, patterns,
name writing, shapes and colors by doing various activities posted on Class DoJo. They have been given physical
activities on Class DoJo to participate in at home. Parents thank you for all of your support this school year. I know it
has been a challenging time with e-learning. I really appreciate all of the work that you’ve done with the students at home.
I ask that the parents continue to work with their children over the summer so that they do not forget what they have
learned. I pray that you all stay healthy and safe. We look forward to those of you returning next year. We will miss you
Kindergarteners! Enjoy the Summer and please keep in touch through Class Dojo!
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CUBBIES NEWS
Curriculum Coordinator – Ms. Townsend

PYRAMID PARENT TIP:
Ms. Townsend

Helping Children Cope with Changes Resulting From COVID-19

•

Be a role model. Children will react to and follow your reactions. They learn from your example.

•

Be aware of how you talk about COVID-19. Your discussion about COVID-19 can increase or
decrease your child's fear. If true, remind your child that your family is healthy, and you are going
to do everything within your power to keep loved ones safe and well. Carefully listen or have
them draw or write out their thoughts and feelings and respond with truth and reassurance.

•

Explain social distancing. Children probably don’t fully understand why parents/guardians aren’t
allowing them to be with friends. Tell your child that your family is following the guidelines of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which include social distancing. Social
distancing means staying away from others until the risk of contracting COVID-19 is under
control.

•

Demonstrate deep breathing. Deep breathing is a valuable tool for calming the nervous system.
Do breathing exercises with your children.

•

Focus on the positive. Celebrate having more time to spend as a family. Make it as fun as
possible. Do family projects. Organize belongings, create masterpieces. Sing, laugh, and go
outside, if possible, to connect with nature and get needed exercise. Allow older children to
connect with their friends virtually.

•

Establish and maintain a daily routine. Keeping a regular schedule provides a sense of control,
predictability, calm, and well-being. It also helps children and other family members respect
others’ need for quiet or uninterrupted time and when they can connect with friends virtually.
Offer lots of love and affection.

•

Early Childhood Center & Riverdale School Newsletter page 7

CUBBIES NEWS
Parent Coordinators – Ms. Cannon and Ms. Lewis
You made it! You have successfully supported your child through PRESCHOOL!! We are so proud of you. Many of
you have attended the ZOOM parent workshop on transitioning to kindergarten so you are very informed with
what is needed for your child's success in Kindergarten. We will be completing Kindergarten Transition Plans via
phone. Also.......Our grand finale celebration for our students stepping up will be door to door drop offs of their
certificates and gifts. Yes, our staff will parade 2020 style through the neighborhoods of our students carefully
placing lawn signs and taking pictures to be put on District 148's website and electronic display board outside of
district office. We are extremely proud of our students and our family’s accomplishments.

Mrs. Muldrow – Screening Coordinator
Thanks to all the families for your support. We are constantly growing and that would not be possible without you.
At this time as our schools are closed due to nation-wide pandemic of Covid-19, we are unable to screen students.
If you are interested in preschool for children ages 3-5, please email Ms. Powell-Muldrow at powellmuldrowa@district148.net. I will follow-up with all families to provide updates and inform you once we are able to
resume screenings. Thank you for your cooperation.

Why do we screen?
Developmental screening is designed to identify problems or delays during normal childhood development.
When properly applied, screening tests for developmental or behavioral problems in preschool children allow
improved outcomes due to early implementation of treatment.
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ROCKET NEWS
Kindergarten – Ms. Kovalik & Ms. Williams
This school year has been unlike any others, but despite the uncertainty that this year has bestowed upon us with the
Covid 19 pandemic we adapted, united, and became stronger than ever. We all worked hard and challenged ourselves by
learning remotely which was new to students, parents, and even teachers. It was quite a challenging experience for all, but
we did it and we did it together and for that the class of 2020 will always be dear to our hearts.
Please enjoy your summer, but also remember to continue to work hard towards your goals. Our time in class was cut
short, but your learning and striving to reach your goals shall always continue on. Our current goals consist of being ready
for first grade so please continue to be avid readers and learners over the summer by logging on to Epic and on to the
Capstone e-books on the district’s website, practice your kindergarten and first grade sight word lists daily, log on to
Stride often, complete your summer packet, practice some of the math strategies and games that we have learned
throughout the year as well as on our videos, and lastly spread kindness wherever you go. It has been a joy being your
teacher, having you in our classroom, and having you in our hearts. Continue to work hard and be the best that you can
be.

Mrs. Harris & Ms. Smith - First Grade
Hello Riverdale Family,
I hope all of the mothers had a relaxing Mother’s Day! The upcoming weeks are important because our school year is
coming to a close. So, it’s important that students are working at completing assignments. The last packet drop-off for
completed remote learning packets will be May 22. Check Class Dojo for times. The first grade team would like to thank
you for your important role during this new way of learning. We miss being in our classrooms with our children. We will
not be able to close out the school year as we normally would have, due to the shelter in place order. Stay Safe and tell
our children we miss them!

Second Grade –Ms. Huff & Mrs. Crump
As the school year comes to a close, we would like to thank all of the parents and students who continued their
learning through remote learning. In these difficult times many of you have pushed through your circumstances
to help home school these young minds. Your effort is appreciated. We hope that you continue to work over the
summer in preparation for a new school year. Please continue to stay safe. We are looking forward to seeing
you in August. Have a great Summer!
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Third Grade – Ms. Toney and Mrs. McPherson
We hope all of you are staying healthy and happy during your time away from school. We truly miss seeing you in person
but have enjoyed seeing many of you at our weekly ZOOM meetings. Although our school year officially ends June 1st, it
is important to keep the skills you’ve learned sharp by continuing to practice them over the summer.
www.stridestart.com
www.student.freckle.com
www.commonlit.org/en/enroll
www.iknowit.com
www.ixl.com
www.brainpopjr.com
Have a great summer! See you in 4th grade!
Ms. Toney & Mrs. McPherson

Fourth Grade – Mrs. Merriweather and Mr. Chadwell
First of all, the fourth d=grade teachers would like to say that we hope and pray that ALL of our students and
their families are safe and well. We also want our students to know that we love and miss them very much,
and strongly encourage them to continue developing their minds so that they may become very successful
adults in life. As we all know, education and success go hand in hand.

The fourth grade has been e-learning with various websites such as Commonlit,Iknowit, and Flocabulary. We
also have created several videos which can be viewed in "Class Story" on Class Dojo. We want our students to
continue to work hard through the rest of this school year, and continue to strengthen their academics and
knowledge over the summer. This can be done by reading books, doing various math problems, and practicing
their writing skills with short stories and creating sentences. Our student MUST continue to use what they
have learned during this school year or they'll lose some of it over the summer months.

Again, we love you all and miss you much!
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We

Administrative Assistants – Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Collier & Ms. Sykes
Parents and Guardians, District 148 will be accepting registrations for the upcoming school year. Please go
to the District website www.district148.net to complete your registration. The Administrative Assistants will
be able to assist you if needed by contacting them at harrisa@district148.net, colliert@district148.net or
sykesa@district148.net. Please continue to check the district website for information regarding the 20202021 school year. If you are in need of submitting documents, the can be scanned and emailed through
Microsoft Office Lens to the above email addresses. Please have an enjoyable summer and stay well.

Music – Mrs. Davis
Students in 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade are finishing the school year with music history. Every week, a new
famous musician from a different musical era. Kindergarten and 1st are continuing to learn and review
fundamentals like pitch and rhythm.
Over the summer students are encouraged to sing like no one is listening, dance like no one is watching, and
try to find a steady beat of life, even in an unsteady world.

Art– Dr. Simpson

Insects ECC parents’ guide your child as they begin to explore the life of bugs and insects. Visit the LiveArts Studio website:
http://www.liveartsstudio.org/enrichment.php and take advantage of these and many more activities for your child

Arts & Crafts Riverdale parents, please take advantage of a variety of activities and experiences at the LiveArts Studio:
http://www.liveartsstudio.org/enrichment.php Your child can make, create and view videos made for them. Your
child can explore their creativity and their imagination!

Early Childhood Center & Riverdale School Newsletter page 11

ROCKETS NEWS
Physical Education – Mr. Moore
We have spent a lot of time focusing on your overall wellness of you and your family this spring. Let’s refocus on the
basics as we move into the summer months.
 Fruits and vegetables provide vitamins and minerals for the body that are necessary for the body to function
effectively.
 Whole grains like whole wheat bread and brown rice are better than refined grains like white bread and white
rice because they provide the body with essential B vitamins. Whole grains also provide fiber which helps
regulate digestion and helps prevent type 2 diabetes by regulating blood sugar levels.
 Low fat milk is better for children because it has the same amount of calcium and vitamins as whole milk but
less calories and fat than whole milk.
 Water is important for hydrating the body. It’s better than sweetened drinks such as soda that contain
excessive amounts sugar and calories and contribute to tooth decay and excessive weight gain.
 Lean meats like chicken and fish provide good sources of protein. Nuts, beans and seeds also provide protein
that is essential for muscle growth.
 Processed foods like fast food, chips, cakes and cookies should be eaten in limited amounts because they
contain high amounts of saturated fats and sugars.
 Daily exercise is important because it strengthens the bones and muscles of the body. It also burns calories to
help maintain a healthy body weight and support academic focus.
 Proper rest is necessary so that you can remain alert during the day. Children should have 10 to 11 hours of
sleep per night.
Please go back and reread last month’s newsletter if you have not yet had the opportunity.
Feel free to email me with any questions at moorej@district148.net. Stay health and safe during this remote learning
period and have a great summer.

Care Facilitator-Mrs. Johnson

The end of this school year was different than any other year. We really missed seeing each and every one
of you as the summer now begins. Over the next summer months take the time to learn something new that
can be calming like yoga, planting or long distance running. Enjoy yourselves and remember that you are
loved by of the Riverdale Family. Enjoy your summer!
If you feel like you need support, please feel free to reach out on Classdojo or to a responsible adult in your
life that you trust!
Mrs. T. Johnson
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Computer Tech – Ms. Washington
Oh the things we will learn as we learn keyboarding and how to safely
navigate the internet to find out amazing new things.

Reading Recovery– Mrs. Belanger

Is it ok to read the same book over and over again?
Absolutely! This is a great topic as we are sheltering in place and we cannot go to libraries and book stores. So what
are the benefits for reading the same books again?
Every time your child reads they increase their vocabulary. As they read a familiar book they become more
comfortable with the words. Hearing a familiar book helps your child become more familiar with the pattern and text
and how words and sounds connect with each other. We always want our children to read with fluency so when they
reread stories they will become more fluent; this also helps with building confidence. And finally, rereading books
will help with comprehension, which is exactly why we read, to comprehend the story. Your child gains more
meaning every time he/she rereads a book.
So the next time your child brings the same book to you, know that it good for your child.
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MTSS – Mrs. Patrick

Take a Break, but Bring a Book!
By: Reading Rockets

Reading over the summer not only keeps your child from losing
ground, but actually improves skills for the coming year. Here are some suggestions to keep a book in your
child's hands over the summer months.

Summer reading tips for parents
Kids look forward to some time away from homework and quizzes, but summer is not a time to take a break
from reading! When students don't read for three months, their academic skills can slip. Three months may not
seem like a long time, but by middle school, some experts say this down time can put kids up to two years
behind!
Reading over the summer not only keeps your child from losing ground, but actually improves skills for the
coming year. Here are some suggestions to keep a book in your child's hands over the summer months.






Visit your local library –books can be downloaded via the digital library.
Make fun reading choices by exploring new authors and illustrators.
Bring along a book whenever you leave the house.
Don't make reading a punishment, just it a part of your day.
Reward reading progress by setting a weekly reading goal. When the goal is met reward your child
with a treat or fun activity.

For more information on helping your kids succeed at reading, visit: www.ReadingRockets.org.
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Safety Facilitator – Mrs. Bivins

One of the key principles of Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is to focus on building prosocial
skills, not simply attempting to eliminate challenging or problem behavior. I encourage all teachers, parents and
schools to continue that focus, as well as other key principles of PBIS, as you address the COVID-19 pandemic. The
following are a few simple recommendations we can embed across a continuum of supports. Prompt, teach, and
reinforce “wash, cover, clean, and maintain distance behaviors.” That is, explicitly teach prevention measures
such as frequent hand washing (20-30 seconds), keeping hands away from face, coughing into the crook of your
arm, and wiping shared materials with disinfectant after use within your home/school routines.

Nurse’s Corner – Mrs. Andrasco
Not quite the way we wanted to end the school year. The nurses at District 148 hope all our families are
staying safe and healthy. We are hoping that we will be able to see everyone at the beginning of the
school year. In the meantime, please follow the directives of the governor and maintain social distancing
and avoid large gatherings. We know this is difficult for all of us, but necessary to remain healthy.
Remember to wear your mask if you are going to be around other people. Most importantly, and this
cannot be stressed enough, WASH your hands, WASH your hands, WASH your hands. This has been
medically proven to be the best defense against this virus. Stay safe, stay healthy and best wishes for a
good summer.

