Early Childhood Center & Riverdale School

News
November 2020

P
Principals
Message
Dear Parents and Guardians:

Calendar of
Events
11/03/20 – No School
Election Day
11/20/20 –
School Improvement Day
12pm Dismissal
11/24/20 –
School Board Meeting
@5pm
11/25/20 –11/27/20
No School
Fall Break & Thanksgiving

The fall colors are in full swing and we begin the season with a focus on mental health and
support for our family. The fall season brings a time of reflection, that does not require
buying things (except a lot of food!) and brings families and friends together to share a
meal and create memories that last a lifetime. I am grateful for your commitment to your
children, to our school family during these unprecedented times. We are just finishing our
first quarter of school. Parent Teacher conferences were held on October 30 virtually.
Please review this report card with your student and contact his or her teacher with any
questions or concerns, as we are in the second quarter of our 2020-2021 school year. In
addition, Star Assessments, a District 148 test of student growth for grades kindergarten
through eight, will be the first two weeks of December. Please encourage your students to
get the proper amount of rest during this month of stimulation and anticipation. As the
weather becomes colder, we become more at risk for illness. Please dress your student
properly as the weather can change quickly in the Chicago area. If possible, listen to news
weather reports each day before leaving home. Include hats, gloves, scarves, and sweaters
in your fall shopping plans. Although you cannot predict cold related illness, you can
prepare for the cold weather to come. I invite you to become more connected to your
child’s school by logging into to your child's school DOJO and their classroom DOJO page
as well. Please make sure our office has the correct phone number for you. You may also
provide an email address if this is more convenient. I wish you a wonderful fall break
surrounded by those who mean the most to you.
Striving for Academic Excellence for all Children
Ms. Shinora Montgomery
Principal
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CUBBIES NEWS
Ms. Rountree - Room 104

I am so happy that our Chrome Books have finally arrived. Another month has passed, and the school
year is in full swing. October 30th will be parent teacher conferences from 11:30-6:00pm, No School
that day. If you have not done so already, please sign up for a time in message on class dojo. We are
coming to an end with Signs, Roads, and Transportation. We will start our new study about balls. We
will follow the same format we provide learning activities based on the study to include literacy, math,
physical and social emotional development. I can’t wait until we start this study we have so much to
investigate.

Ms. McGrew – Room 106 (Crayon’s)
Hooray, the Chromebooks for our Pre-Kindergarten students have arrived! These small but mighty
laptops (and their apps) bolster students’ computer skills and make learning come alive. Please take the
time to help your child get acquainted with their new device as we get prepared to start our new study.
During the last week of October and first 3 weeks of November we will be exploring the Creative
Curriculum “Balls” Study. Through the “Balls” study we will explore important science and social
studies concepts and use skills in literacy, math, technology, and the arts.
What child can see a ball and not want to roll or bounce it? By simply rolling and bouncing a ball,
children are learning about cause and effect, developing motor control, and building eye-hand
coordination. Add a few different types of balls, and children use observation and prediction skills to
investigate their properties. More important, children will be having so much fun that they won't even
suspect all the wonderful learning that is happening!
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Ms. Ruffin & Ms. Goldman – Room 107 (Busy Bees)
This month, our study will be Balls/Tubes/Tunnels. We will explore what we know/what we want
to learn about balls, tubes and tunnels. We will also investigate different types of balls;
similarities/differences of balls; uses of balls; the characteristics of tubes and tunnels; where we
can we find tubes and tunnels; and much more! In addition to the theme/study, we will continue to
work on identifying and writing our names, letter identification (Ii-Ll), numerals 1-10), shapes and
their characteristics and colors. Parents please ensure your child have all learning materials
accessible so they are prepared for daily remote learning.

Ms. Cotton –Room 112
October was a blast! Now we are in the month of November and we’re wild about Balls, Tubes,
and Tunnels! During this study, we have enjoyed discussing what balls are made of, who uses
balls, and what makes them move. We’ve also discussed where tubes and tunnels are found and
how they are used. During our large and small group activities, we continue to focus on letter and
number recognition, rote counting (counting aloud), and one-to-one correspondence (counting
items). We will also continue to use ten-frames to help the students develop subitizing skills, the
ability to instantly see “how many” items (without touching and counting each item). Please
continue to help your child practice these skills at home, as these are skills that will be crucial to
your child’s success in Kindergarten. Also, please continue to upload their completed assignments
to ClassDojo. Thank you to all of the families who continue to log your children into Zoom daily
and assist them throughout the class! We truly appreciate your support and commitment! We look
forward to continuing to work together throughout the school year!
Dates to Remember:
November 3rd – Election Day – School Closed/No Classes
November 25th – 27th – Fall Break/Thanksgiving – School Closed/No Classes
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Ms. Lando– Room 113
Happy November! The school year has gotten off to a great start in our new norm. We have been
working with students and parent to learn our new virtual classroom routine and daily procedures. With
our new virtual classroom, we are working on interacting with new friends, following directions, and
adjusting to a new schedule and a new normal. Each day we work on a variety of tasks including weather,
rote counting, letter and number identification, color and shape of the week. In October, we talked about
and learned about “Buildings, Roads, Signs, and Transportation”. In November, we will be learning about
“Balls, Tubes, and Tunnels”, that is within our Creative Curriculum theme. We look forward to a funfilled November!

Ms. Hyzy & Mrs. Roudez – Room 114 (The Aquarium Room)
For the month of October, our study was Buildings, Roads, Signs, and Transportation. We had
a lot of fun counting the doors and windows in our houses, retelling the story of the Three Little
Pigs, we talked about different street signs and signs for different restaurants. We got a chance
to talk about different type of roads and transportation. We really had fun learning the fun song
and movement of the McDonald’s and Pizza Hut song.
For the month of November, our new study will be Balls, Tubes, and Tunnels. The staff will
have to find fun and exciting ways to make this study interesting virtually. Parents, PLEASE
start saving toilet tissue and paper towel rolls. We will get a chance to have some fun making
things with those items.
Thanks again to all of our parents that help their little ones daily. You truly are a big help. We
are in this thing together.
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Mrs. Goines – Room 115
We have been doing remote learning for about two months now. The students are adapting well to
this new way of attending school and they are settling in. Now that the Summer season has come to
an end and we are into the Fall season the students are learning about the Seasons of the year. They
are starting to pay attention to the leaves falling off of the trees and the temperature changing. It’s
getting a little chilly outside now! They are learning that in the Fall we have to dress differently than
we did in the Summer so that we stay warm and healthy. The students are having so much fun doing
activities on Zoom from their homes, like making play dough out of flour, water, food coloring, and
salt. They also learned how to make guacamole by watching one of the parents make it on Zoom.
They are learning all about buildings. We are reading books like “The Three Little Pigs” where they
heard about 3 little pigs who built their houses out of straw, wood, and brick and “Buildings,
Buildings, Buildings” where they learned about what different types of buildings like the post office,
grocery store, school, library, and hospital are for and what we do inside them. Our study unit for
November is balls. The students will be learning about balls using patterns, sorting and by doing all
kinds of fun activities. This is a challenging time for students, parents, teachers and staff but we are
working very hard together to accomplish our goals! We believe that teamwork truly can make
remote learning work for our students!

District 148 –Early Learning Satellite Site

Mrs. King/Mrs. Celestine Brown – Cuddle Care (Pre-K Expansion)
In the month of October, we learned about Buildings – What we know about and want to know about
them, features of buildings, and the materials that buildings are made of; Signs – what we know and want
to know about signs, the shapes of signs and what they mean; and Roads – what we know and want to
know, what is a map used for, materials roads are made of. We continued reviewing letters, colors,
shapes, and identifying and counting numbers.
In November we will be learning about Balls – What we know and want to know about them, who
uses balls; Tubes and Tunnels- What do we know and want to know about them, what are the
characteristics of Tubes and Tunnels.
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District 148 –Early Learning Satellite Site

Mrs. Sadler/Ms. Jimella Martin – Cuddle Care (Pre-K Expansion)
This year is going to be like no other year, as we walk into our virtual learning platform. Superstars Get Ready, Get
Ready! Set let Go! We will be learning together all the wonderful things in remote learning.

Mrs. Muldrow – Screening Coordinator
Thanks to all the families for your support. We are constantly growing and that would not be possible without
you. As we start the school year off with remote learning we have begun to hold virtual screenings. If you are
interested in preschool for children ages 3-5, please email Ms. Powell-Muldrow at powellmuldrowa@district148.net or contact me at 312-543-9620. Thank you for your cooperation.
Why do we screen?
Developmental screening is designed to identify problems or delays during normal childhood development. When
properly applied, screening tests for developmental or behavioral problems in preschool children allow improved
outcomes due to early implementation of treatment.
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Curriculum Coordinator – Ms. Walton (Townsend)
PYRAMID PARENT TIP:
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Parent Coordinators – Ms. Cannon and Ms. Lewis
Family Online Classroom Etiquette & Expectations
• This is a virtual classroom, therefore, appropriate classroom behavior is expected.
• Please keep your audio on mute until you want to speak. This will help to limit background noise.
• Consider using a headset with an external mic for best hearing and speaking capabilities.
• Close unneeded applications on your computer to optimize the video quality.
• If you would like to speak or answer a question, use the “Raise Hand” feature. Then unmute
yourself after you are called on by your teacher.
• When you are speaking, let others know that you are finished by saying something like, “That’s
all,” or “I’m done,” or “Thank you,” so that everyone knows you have finished your comments.
• If you would like to use the chat box, remember that it is public, and a record of the chat is kept
and archived
. • Make sure your video is on (if you have camera capabilities) so your teacher and peers can see
you.
• Be mindful of your background lighting. If you are sitting with your back to a window, you may
be silhouetted by the light coming through. Your overhead light might also need to be adjusted for
the best image quality.
• Please take care of your personal needs (appropriate dress, basic hygiene, eating, chewing gum,
talking to others in your home, etc.) prior to entering a Zoom classroom.
• Please do not use profanity or inappropriate language.
• Remember to sign out or “leave the meeting” when the session is finished.
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Support
Services
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Kindergarten – Ms. Kovalik & Ms. Williams
Last month the students learned about the life cycle of the apple tree and the pumpkin. We even took a virtual
field trip to an apple orchard and a pumpkin patch. We are learning new things each and every day. We are also
having fun while we learn on our Zoom meetings. We are learning how to be kind and courteous towards others
by using good manners, being good listeners, and waiting our turns when wanting to share something. We are
really beginning to become a community of learners online! The kindergarteners are also learning how to take
control of the screen in order to help solve math problems and some of us have even created our own online
story books! We are definitely learning to become tech. savvy this year!

Mrs. Harris & Ms. Smith - First Grade
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Second Grade –Ms. Huff & Mrs. Crump
Greetings Parents and Guardians!
In reading, we will continue in our Unit 1 (Understanding Communities) ReadyGEN reading series with
Friends Around the World and The House on Maple Street. We will continue to focus on asking and answering
questions such as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
We will also practice reading skills such as comparing and contrasting, sequencing, as well as cause and effect.
As it pertains to math, we will focus on place value, addition and subtraction with two digit numbers, with and
without regrouping and one and two-step word problems with two-digit numbers. Regarding social studies, we
will continue to learn about communities, including map skills and geography. In science, we will complete our
chapter on plants and learn about animals with and without backbones and how a variety of animals adapt.
Just a few reminders: We ask that you please ensure assignments are completed daily, including i-Ready for
math (15 minutes daily) and STRIDE for reading and math (30 minutes daily). Please continue to read with
your child each night.

Third Grade – Ms. Toney and Mrs. McPherson
Third grade will begin Module B of Unit One in Ready Gen. We are focusing on understanding the central
message (main ideas) by looking closely at the details used to support them in this unit. Our Science and Social
Studies concepts are imbedded in the Ready Gen Reading program. In Math, we are working on 3-digit addition
and subtraction. Students will be able to add & subtract with regrouping. Please remember that students should
be completing 20 minutes of Stride Reading & Language Arts and 20 minutes of iReady Math, after our Zooms
Monday through Friday. Daily assignments will be posted in Class Dojo. Parents can check Class Dojo regularly
to see real-time notifications about classroom happenings, daily assignments, and to check your child's behavior.
We appreciate all parents who joined our virtual Parent-Teacher conferences on October 30th!

Fourth Grade – Mrs. Merriweather and Mr. Chadwell
All of our fourth grade students are participating in our daily Zoom Classrooms, and they are becoming more
and more familiar with remote learning each day. In Reading we are currently working on the sequencing of
events in chronological order and using text details to describe characters, settings, and events in a story. In
Math we are working on rounding multi-digit numbers to various place values, having completed comparing
multi-digit numbers using the greater than, equal to, and less than symbols (>, =, <) last week.
Although remote learning has posed various challenges for many of us, the fourth grade family (teachers,
parents, and students) is diligently working closely together to alleviate those challenges, allowing all of us to
charge forward in to a great, productive academic school year. We Are Champions!!!
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Administrative Assistants – Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Collier & Ms. Sykes
All students, staff guest that enter the building must go through the front door to be scanned through our thermo
scanner. Please notify the office if any of your personal information (phone number/address) has changed. School
Starts at 8:45 and Ends at 3:00 p.m. We are here to assist our families during this pandemic, feel free to call us at
708-849-9848 (ECC) & 708-849-7153 (Riverdale)

Music – Mrs. Davis

Welcome back to music! It's going to be an interesting year! Singing and clapping rhythms might be
difficult to do together on zoom, so the students should expect more individual singing to be done. Start
by getting comfortable with your singing voices so when you're singing for Mrs. Davis you are used to
hearing yourself! Be confident!

Art– Dr. Simpson
Here’s a “Homemade Playdough” recipe for you to use. Allow children to be creative in their designs.
This is a cooked recipe. I find I get better results with this one, but it takes a bit longer.
2 cups plain/all-purpose flour
1 cup salt
2 tablespoons cooking oil
2 teaspoons cream of tartar
2 cups of water
Put all dry ingredients in a saucepan. Add water, oil and color. cook slowly and stir all the time. As it gets hot it will
begin to thicken up. Knead on a floured surface.
Alternatively, microwave on high for up to 6 minutes. Remove frequently and stir. Knead on a floured surface.
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Physical Education – Mr. Moore
From Coach Moore’s desk
We are currently continuing our unit on systems of the body. The 11 major systems that we will be covering are
the integumentary (skin), skeletal, muscular, nervous, endocrine, cardiovascular, lymphatic, respiratory, digestive,
urinary and reproductive systems. Students will be able to identify all 11 systems and briefly describe how each
systems functions. Students will need to bring notebook and typing paper, pens, pencils and crayons or markers for
the health portion of our P.E. class. Parents, please quiz your students on 5 food groups (fruits, vegetables, proteins,
dairy and grains) unit that we studied last month. Students should also be able to list foods from each group as well
as foods like pizza that represent several food groups. We are now entering our systems of the body unit.
Our Riverdale Physical Education class schedule below. Class login numbers and passwords are listed below.
Please insure that our students login on time because remote specials are 30 minutes long and we don’t want
students to miss the lesson introduction portion of class.
Grade

Teacher

P.E. Class Times

Zoom Login code

Password

Knd

Ms. Kovalik

M/W 2:30- 3:00

823 438 6543

room107

Knd

Ms. Williams

T/TH 2:30- 3:00

973 8595 0472

Room110

1st

Ms. Smith

M/W 2:00 - 2:30

971 1532 8661

smith1

1st

Ms. Harris

T/TH 2:00 - 2:30

813 9485 2126

H1

2nd

Ms. Huff

M/W 12:30 -1:00

834 5382 9158

huff2

2nd

Ms. Ingram

T/TH 2:30 - 3:00

526 139 1620

grade2

3rd

Ms. Toney

M/W 1:00 - 1:30

932 0099 5310

toney3

3rd

Ms. McPherson

T/TH 1:00 - 1:30

762 5962 6685

mac3

4th

Mr. Chadwell

M/W 1:30 - 2:00

937 1847 5743

FOURTH

4th

Ms. Merriweather

T/TH 1:30 - 2:00

951 6184 5741

MAGIC

Please feel free to email me at moorej@district148.net with any questions or concerns.
Have a great day,

Early Childhood Center & Riverdale School Newsletter page 12

ROCKETS NEWS

Care Facilitator-Mrs. Johnson
Mrs. Johnson’s CARE Memo:
Students:
It is great to see students logged in and working responsibility online. Students respect for
your peers and adults is still very important in the virtual setting. Let’s practice some of
the anti-bullying and red-ribbon week activities each day!
Launch~ Every day brings new opportunities!

Parents:
Virtual Behavior Expectations:
1.)
Monday-Friday, please make sure that your child logs on to their zoom
meetings on time each day! (Even if they are with relatives or out of town)
2.)
Please make sure that they complete all assignments.
3.)
Use Zoom etiquette associated with the Class Social Contract and the PBIS
Matrix. Please make sure your children have on a shirt and pants. Also, please
make sure people in the background have on shirts and pants as well.
4.)
Please turn off all televisions, radios or cell-phones during the zoom meetings.
We don’t want any inappropriate materials to be seen by student who are
under the age of 16.
5.)
Please allow students to work independently so that teachers can assess what
students know and what they don’t know.
Thank you again for your continued support!

Computer Tech – Ms. Washington
Oh the things we will learn as we learn keyboarding
and how to safely navigate the internet to find out
amazing new things.
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MTSS – Mrs. Patrick
Parent involvement is the key to student success. It is very important that as a parent you involve yourself in
your child’s education. You can help your child be a whiz at math, even if it wasn’t your best subject. Here
are tips for parents on how:

Be positive about math. Express confidence in your child’s ability to do math. Remember, everyone can and
does use math all the time.
Show your kids math at work in their world.
 Let them measure when you bake or cook.
 Let your child figure out how many miles you’ll be driving on your next trip by using the
information on a map.
 Sort silverware by knives, forks, and spoons. Sort cards by suit or numbers.
Encourage creative problem-solving. Problem-solving is the basis of good mathematical thinking, and
the problems don’t have to involve numbers.
 “How many different ways are there to walk to school?”
 “What’s another way to arrange the furniture in this room?”
 “How many different ways can I measure flour to get half a cup?”


Educationally yours,
Mrs. Patrick
MTSS Facilitator
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Safety Facilitator – Mrs. Bivins
Zoom Expectations

.

Nurse’s Corner – Mrs. Andrasco
Fall is here and winter is not far behind. If your child is still in need of shots or a physical
remember to make an appointment with their doctor. All forms must be turned into their school
nurse. Even though Covid-19 is still the number one concern the flu season will also be upon
us. Covid-19 and the flu symptoms are very similar. Some similar symptoms are nasal
congestion, runny nose or fever. Additionally, the stomach flu and Covid-19 share nausea,
vomiting and headache. Even though we continue to remote learn the germs are still out there.
Get your flu shot to decrease the chance of getting the flu. Practice the 3 W's-Wash your hands
(for at least 20 seconds), Wear your mask and Watch your distance. All 3 W's will help in
protecting you from both the flu and Covid-19. Stay healthy.

