Early Childhood Center & Riverdale School

News
December 2020

P
Principals
Message
Dear Parents and Guardians:
In spite of colder temperatures and fading daylight, December is a busy month. While children
anticipate loads of presents, adults look forward to parties and other gatherings in celebration of
the season. In between the holiday shopping, menu planning, and holiday preparations,
Riverdale School and ECC have hosted or participated in several events this month. I want to
thank all parents, teachers, and students who helped make these events successful.
ECC hosted its first annual Harvest Fest as a means of bringing parents and community members
together to learn more about ECC, affiliated daycare centers, and the programs and services
offered. ECC Parent Coordinator, Ms. Cannon and Parent Educator Ms. Lewis are both eager
to provide resources to families. Please call them at (708) 841-2602 for more information.

Calendar of
Events
12/02/20 – Riverdale 4th
Grade Science Fair
12/11/20 –
School Improvement Day
12pm Dismissal
12/15/20 –
School Board Meeting
@5pm
12/18/20- 2nd Quarter
Ends
12/18/20 –1/01/21
Winter Break-No School

Mrs. Dolores Merriweather and Mr. Charles Chadwell coordinated our virtual Science Fair for
fourth graders at Riverdale School on December 2. Our aspiring scientists are enthusiastic in
presenting their projects to parents and community members so come out and support their
efforts. Congratulations to all the students who will be participating. Particularly during this
eventful time of year, I also want to thank each parent and family that are planning to attend the
District 148 Winter Concert at The Early Childhood Center located at Harriet Tubman School
dates will be announced.
After Winter Break, the school year quickly accelerates as teachers re-establish learning and
discipline expectations and students become re-acquainted with schoolwork and studying. I urge
parents to set aside some quiet time during Winter Break to read and review with your child
lessons learned prior to the break. Getting back into the school habit will be much easier for
both teachers and students if children maintain a regular reading and studying schedule during
the break.
Finally, holidays remind us to slow down and enjoy time with our family and friends. Whether
you celebrate the Yule season or simply use the time away to relax and rejuvenate, I wish you a
wonderful, warm Winter Break surrounded by those special people in your life.
Striving for Academic Excellence for all Children
Ms. Shinora Montgomery
Principal
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CUBBIES NEWS
Ms. Rountree - Room 104

It is hard to believe that the year is almost over. We are going to start a new study in December
about bread and food. We will include in our study math, literacy, social emotional
development, and more. Remember to practice letters and numbers daily. Also talk with your
child see how they are feeling. I want to remind everyone about zoom rules. Always mute
yourself when you are not talking, if you are in the camera remember to dress accordingly.
Also, we can hear and see people in the background when you are on zoom. Please remember
to be respectful of others. Thanks, parents, for all that you do we could not do it without you
especially now.

Thanks, and Have a Happy New Year.

Ms. McGrew – Room 106 (Crayon’s)
Dear Crayon Families,
How is it the 12th month of the year already? I remember feeling like March and April were
never going to end, and now the year is almost over! December often marks the beginning of
rain, snow, and cold weather. It is the first month of winter and the last month of the
year. Winter is the time for comfort, good food, and warmth. Children’s favorite meals often
include bread or foods like bread (e.g. pizza, pretzels). For the next three weeks in the Crayon
classroom we will learn about the types of bread they eat, how it is made, the shapes it comes in,
and how we eat it. Cooking with kids is not just about ingredients, recipes, and cooking. It’s
about harnessing imagination, empowerment, and creativity. As we study bread, we will learn
concepts and skills related to physical development, literacy, math, science, social studies, the
arts, and technology. We’ll also develop thinking skills as we observe, investigate, ask
questions, solve problems, make predictions, and test our ideas.
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Ms. Ruffin & Ms. Goldman – Room 107 (Busy Bees)
This month, our study will be Balls/Tubes/Tunnels. We will explore what we know/what we want
to learn about balls, tubes and tunnels. We will also investigate different types of balls;
similarities/differences of balls; uses of balls; the characteristics of tubes and tunnels; where we
can we find tubes and tunnels; and much more! In addition to the theme/study, we will continue to
work on identifying and writing our names, letter identification (Ii-Ll), numerals 1-10), shapes and
their characteristics and colors. Parents please ensure your child have all learning materials
accessible so they are prepared for daily remote learning.

Ms. Cotton –Room 112
Time flies when you’re having fun with the Rockets of Room 112! December is already here and we have
our minds on food; so, during this month, we are studying Food/Bread! We have enjoyed discussing many
different types of food and bread, how they are made, and where they are found. During this month, please
allow your child into the kitchen with you to help you cook meals. Show them a recipe and allow them to
help you follow it to make their favorite dessert or dish. Reading recipes, baking, and cooking are all full
of so many important math concepts, such as: number, color and shape recognition, measurement, and
time!
During our large and small group activities this month, we continue to focus on letter and number
recognition and writing, rote counting (counting aloud), and one-to-one correspondence (counting items).
We will also continue to use ten-frames to help the students develop subtilizing skills, the ability to
instantly see “how many” items (without touching and counting each item). Please continue to help your
child practice these skills at home, as these are skills that will be crucial to your child’s success in
Kindergarten.
*Important Note* - Please remember to keep all of the materials that we have provided you with in a safe
place. These are materials that we use during class on a daily basis, so it is important for your child to have
these supplies in order to fully participate in class.
Thank you all for continuing to join us in our Zoom classroom daily. We truly appreciate your support and
commitment! Remember to always check our District 148 website (including during our Winter Break) for
important updates. Our Winter Break begins on December 21st; we hope you all have a wonderful break
and we look forward to seeing everyone back in class on January 4th!
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Ms. Lando– Room 113
Happy December! We had a wonderful first quarter. I would like to thank all of our parents for their help and
support with our new normal. We continue work with our students and parent to learn our new virtual
classroom routine and daily procedures. With our virtual classroom, we continue to work with our students on
interacting with new friends, and how to identify their emotions. We are also continuing to follow our daily
rules. Each day we work on a variety of tasks including rote counting, patterns, and letters and number
identification, colors and shapes for the week. In November, we talked about and learned about “Balls,
Tunnels, and Tubes”. In December, we will be learning about “Food”, that is within our Creative Curriculum
theme. We look forward to a fun-filled December!

Ms. Hyzy & Mrs. Roudez – Room 114 (The Aquarium Room)
For the month of November our study was Balls, Tubes, and Tunnels. We learned about
different types of balls, if balls roll, if balls bounce, and our favorite ball. For the tubes and
tunnels, we learned about different types of tubes and tunnels, what animals live in tunnels and
what types of tubes we use every day like: straws, toilet tissue rolls and paper towel rolls.
In the month of December our study will be Bread and Food. We know that a lot of
families make and buy different types of bread and cook all types of food. Maybe we can plan
to talk about and taste different types of breads and even try a food item or two.
PLEASE don’t forget, in the month of December, we only attend school for three weeks.
We will be in school/zoom December 1-18, 2020. Can you believe it? The year 2020 is almost
over. We could have not made it through this year without the help of all our parents and
families. The school year is not over yet and we still may have some hurdles to get over. We
know that together, we can get through anything.
WISHING ALL OUR FAMILIES A SAFE AND HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON AND EVEN
BETTER NEW YEAR.
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Mrs. Goines – Room 115
During our last study unit (transportation) we worked on graphing and the students told us what their
favorite way to travel is. Some students said by car, some by bus, some by airplane and some by boat. Each
student’s name was written down under the type of transportation that they chose as their favorite. Next we
added up the names under each mode of transportation and the students had to tell us which was “more” and
which was “less”. It was a fun activity that the students really enjoyed! How time files!!!…Now we are
working on an entirely new study unit. The new study unit is balls, tubes, and tunnels. The students have
been doing fun activities such as cotton ball painting where they use cotton balls and washable paint to make
designs on paper. They have been learning about different types of balls like basketballs, golf balls, and
volley balls. They are even learning about many types of balls used in other parts of the world and what they
are called! We have been reading books like “Have A Ball”. In this book we read about the different types
of materials that balls are made of and how some balls are hard and some are soft. We’ve also listened to the
story “Pete The Cat Play Ball”. In this story Pete the cat tried to play baseball but wasn’t very good at it. But
Pete wasn’t sad because he did his best. We also read about how there are even some foods, such as
meatballs, that are shaped like balls. The students are also learning about tubes and tunnels. They are
learning about different types of tubes, like straws and the cardboard tube that paper towels and toilet paper
are attached to. They are learning about tunnels such as train tunnels, hamster tunnels, and ant tunnels. We
know this is difficult families we want to thank you for all of your hard work! Please stay safe and well!

District
148
–Early
Learning
Satellite
Site to thank you for all of your hard work! Please stay safe
We
know
this
is difficult
families
we want
and well!

Mrs. King/Mrs. Celestine Brown – Cuddle Care (Pre-K Expansion)

In the month of November, we learned about Balls – What we know and want to know about them,
who uses balls; Tubes and Tunnels- What do we know and want to know about them, what are the
characteristics of Tubes and Tunnels. We continued learning letters, colors, shapes, and identifying and
counting numbers. We introduced concept videos at large group and music and movement – the letter,
number and shape of the week songs.
In December we will be learning about Bread/Food – What do we know about bread? What do we want
to find out? How is bread made? What kinds of breads do we like? We also will learn about the
different food groups and some foods that are in each. We will continue learning letters, shapes,
numbers, rhyming words, how to count, sort, copy and repeat patterns. We will continue with the
videos for each letter, number and shape during large group and music and movement to reinforce these
concepts.
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District 148 –Early Learning Satellite Site

Mrs. Sadler/Ms. Jimella Martin – Cuddle Care (Pre-K Expansion)
Hello Superstars!
We had awesome November learning about many types of balls. This month our focus is on bread.
Learning things like how bread is made, the many types of bread and what can be made from bread. We
will also be recapping our number and letters. I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving!
December is such a fun month that brings lots of new learning opportunities and excitement and don’t
forget about Christmas Break!
Christmas Break is December 21, 2020 - January 1, 2021. Thank you and Happy Holidays!

Mrs. Muldrow – Screening Coordinator
Thanks to all the families for your support. We are constantly growing and that would not be possible without
you. As we start the school year off with remote learning we have begun to hold virtual screenings. If you are
interested in preschool for children ages 3-5, please email Ms. Powell-Muldrow at powellmuldrowa@district148.net or contact me at 312-543-9620. Thank you for your cooperation.
Why do we screen?
Developmental screening is designed to identify problems or delays during normal childhood development. When
properly applied, screening tests for developmental or behavioral problems in preschool children allow improved
outcomes due to early implementation of treatment.
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CUBBIES NEWS
Curriculum Coordinator – Ms. Walton (Townsend)
PYRAMID PARENT TIP:
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CUBBIES NEWS
Parent Coordinators – Ms. Cannon and Ms. Lewis
Following Directions
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CUBBIES NEWS
Support Services
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ROCKET NEWS
Kindergarten – Ms. Kovalik & Ms. Williams
The kindergarten classrooms have been learning and have been discussing the roles of the author and illustrator
in the books that we are reading and how they work together to tell a story. We are also have been learning
about fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. To celebrate the change in the season we will be reading different retold
versions of The Gingerbread Man and voting on our favorite retold classic. We will also be creating our very
own gingerbread house via Zoom to make a connection to our stories. In math, we are learning how to solve
problems by implementing our prior knowledge, building our vocabulary knowledge, and using our problemsolving skills that we have learned over the last two quarters. The students have been learning a lot online on
our Zoom meetings; however, we sure wish we could all be together in our classroom. Hoping the upcoming
new year will give us that opportunity soon. Take care, be well, and enjoy this season.

Mrs. Harris & Ms. Smith - First Grade
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ROCKETS NEWS
Second Grade –Ms. Huff & Mrs. Crump
Greetings Parents and Guardians!
In reading, we will wrap up our Unit 1 ReadyGEN reading series with Friends Around the World and The House
on Maple Street and begin our Unit 2 stories, Alexander, Who Used to be Rich Last Sunday and A Chair for My
Mother. We will practice reading skills such as comparing and contrasting, and sequencing. We will also focus
on story structure and how illustrations help understand characters and plot. Parts of speech and writing complete
sentences will continue to be taught. As it pertains to math, we will continue with place value, addition and
subtraction with two digit numbers, with and without regrouping and one and two-step word problems with twodigit numbers. Regarding social studies, we will continue to learn about the various types of communities, map
skills, and geography. In science, we will focus on our next chapter about animals with and without backbones
and how a variety of animals adapt. Just a few reminders: We ask that you please ensure assignments are
completed daily, including i-Ready for math (15 minutes daily) and STRIDE for reading and math (30 minutes
daily). Please continue to read with your child each night. Thank you for your support!

Third Grade – Ms. Toney and Mrs. McPherson
Third grade is working on Unit One, Module B in our Reading series. We are still focusing on
identifying the main idea/supporting details of a story as well as understanding character’s point of
view. In Math, students are continuing to work on rounding to the nearest ten and hundred, as well as 3digit addition. In Science, we are learning about parts of plants and the job(s) each part has. We are
learning about being good citizens in our community and online.

Fourth Grade – Mrs. Merriweather and Mr. Chadwell
The Fourth Grade Team (Mr. Chadwell & Mrs. Merriweather) at Riverdale Elementary School would like to
take this opportunity to graciously thank all our parents and guardians for their much needed and appreciated
continued support and strong efforts during this remote-learning process. The fourth grade has had great Zoom
classroom attendance by its students, with an attendance rate of about 90% for the past month. Also, the fourth
grade had an 86% overall grade-level participation by its parents for teacher-parent conferences. In math, our
fourth-grade students are currently working on the concepts of factors and multiples and learning the skills of
how to determine them. In reading, our fourth graders are currently working on how to explain concepts read in
an informational text (summarizing) and analyzing the genre and structure of a text. The fourth-grade family
(parents, students, and teachers) is working together to make our remote-learning experience an enjoyable and
productive one.
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ROCKETS NEWS
Administrative Assistants – Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Collier & Ms. Sykes
All students, staff guest that enter the building must go through the front door to be scanned through our thermo
scanner. Please notify the office if any of your personal information (phone number/address) has changed. School
Starts at 8:45 and Ends at 3:00 p.m. We are here to assist our families during this pandemic, feel free to call us at
708-849-9848 (ECC) & 708-849-7153 (Riverdale)

Music – Mrs. Davis

Welcome back to music! It's going to be an interesting year! Singing and clapping rhythms might be
difficult to do together on zoom, so the students should expect more individual singing to be done. Start
by getting comfortable with your singing voices so when you're singing for Mrs. Davis you are used to
hearing yourself! Be confident!

Art– Dr. Simpson
Here’s a “Homemade Playdough” recipe for you to use. Allow children to be creative in their designs.
This is a cooked recipe. I find I get better results with this one, but it takes a bit longer.
2 cups plain/all-purpose flour
1 cup salt
2 tablespoons cooking oil
2 teaspoons cream of tartar
2 cups of water
Put all dry ingredients in a saucepan. Add water, oil and color. cook slowly and stir all the time. As it gets hot it will
begin to thicken up. Knead on a floured surface.
Alternatively, microwave on high for up to 6 minutes. Remove frequently and stir. Knead on a floured surface.
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Physical Education – Mr. Moore
From Coach Moore’s desk
We are currently concluding our unit on systems of the body. The 11 major systems that we will be
covering are the integumentary (skin), skeletal, muscular, nervous, endocrine, cardiovascular, lymphatic,
respiratory, digestive, urinary and reproductive systems. Students will be able to identify all 11 systems and
briefly describe how each systems functions. All 2nd – 4th grade students are also completing weekly
assignments via class dojo. Students will need to bring notebook and typing paper, pens, pencils and
crayons or markers for the health portion of our P.E. class. Parents, please quiz your students on 5 food
groups (fruits, vegetables, proteins, dairy and grains) unit that we studied last month. Students should also
be able to list foods from each group as well as foods like pizza that represent several food groups. We are
now entering our systems of the body unit.
Our Riverdale Physical Education class schedule below. Class login numbers and passwords are listed
below. Please insure that our students login on time because remote specials are 30 minutes long and we
don’t want students to miss the lesson introduction portion of class.
Grade

Teacher

P.E. Class Times

Zoom Login code

Password

Knd

Ms. Kovalik

M/W 2:30- 3:00

823 438 6543

room107

Knd

Ms. Williams

T/TH 2:30- 3:00

973 8595 0472

Room110

1st

Ms. Smith

M/W 2:00 - 2:30

971 1532 8661

smith1

1st

Ms. Harris

T/TH 2:00 - 2:30

813 9485 2126

H1

2nd

Ms. Huff

M/W 12:30 -1:00

834 5382 9158

huff2

2nd

Ms. Ingram

T/TH 2:30 - 3:00

526 139 1620

grade2

3rd

Ms. Toney

M/W 1:00 - 1:30

932 0099 5310

toney3

3rd

Ms. McPherson

T/TH 1:00 - 1:30

762 5962 6685

mac3

4th

Mr. Chadwell

M/W 1:30 - 2:00

937 1847 5743

FOURTH

4th

Ms. Merriweather

T/TH 1:30 - 2:00

951 6184 5741

MAGIC

Please feel free to email me at moorej@district148.net with any questions or concerns.
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Care Facilitator-Mrs. Johnson
Mrs. Johnson’s CARE Memo:
Mrs. Johnson's CARE Memo's:
Students:
We are so excited to have rolled out our Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Curriculum with the students and
have now been working with it each week. The Suite 360 SEL has awesome engagement that the students
love. I know with parent support we can foster a wonderful educational experience for every student. A
parent version of Suite 360 is soon to come so that you can learn more about social emotional learning
standards.
Parents:
Virtual Behavior Expectations:
1.)
Monday-Friday, please make sure that your child logs on to their zoom meetings on time each
day! (Even if they are with relatives or out of town)
2.)
Please make sure that they complete all assignments.
3.)
Use Zoom etiquette associated with the Class Social Contract and the PBIS Matrix. Please
make sure your children have on a shirt and pants. Also, please make sure people in the
background have on shirts and pants as well.
4.)
Please turn off all televisions, radios or cell-phones during the zoom meetings. We don’t want
any inappropriate materials to be seen by student who are under the age of 16.
5.)
Please allow students to work independently so that teachers can assess what students know
and what they don’t know.
Thank you again for your continued support! If you need support please reach out @ 708.849.7153

Computer Tech – Ms. Washington
Oh the things we will learn as we learn keyboarding
and how to safely navigate the internet to find out
amazing new things.

Early Childhood Center & Riverdale School Newsletter page 15

ROCKETS NEWS

As we approach winter break it is important for students to continue to practice the skills they have learned
this year. You can help your child practice math everyday with these easy computation strategies:











Count orally by twos, fives, or tens
Complete connect-the-dot pictures
Have your child make a number book which contains a page for each numeral from one to ten. On
each page, have your child glue clippings from newspapers and magazines illustrating that number
concept (two dogs, three ducks, or four horses). As your child progresses with number recognition,
they can add to the book and add numerical figures used in various ways
Count and pair objects found around the house and determine whether there’s an odd or even number
of items
Review math facts at home, in the car, waiting in line, or during other downtime
Provide your child with verbal math problems. “Take the number five; add six; multiply by three;
subtract three; divide by five. What’s your answer?” Speak slowly at first until your child gets better at
solving these mental problems; then speak more quickly
Help your child identify ads in signs, newspapers, and magazines that use percentages
Encourage your child to read nutrition labels. Have them calculate the percent of protein in each item

Courtesy of nwea.org

Educationally yours,
Mrs. Patrick
MTSS Facilitator
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Safety Facilitator – Mrs. Bivins

Dear Parents and Guardians:
Our 2nd quarter has begun, and it is a good time to remind everyone about the importance of good attendance
for remote learning, being prepared and ready to learn. Students should be on-line in every day means your
child won’t miss out on learning. If your child asks to skip Zoom Lessons “just because”, remind him/her of
what they will miss, such as reading group or art class. Explain that he/she can only be absent if they are sick
or if there’s a family emergency. Our students are more likely to succeed in academics when they attend
school consistently. Thank you for your support in helping your student achieve good attendance at school!

Nurse’s Corner – Mrs. Andrasco
As we see the numbers for Covid-19 increase it is essential that we maintain the 3 W's:
-WEAR your mask (over nose and mouth-no gaps)
-WASH your hands (after touching any object; wash for 20 seconds, front and back-sing the Happy
Birthday
song twice)
-WATCH your distance (stay 6 feet away)
These three basic things will help reduce the risk of contracting COVID-19. We are also entering FLU
season. The Flu and Covid-19 have very similar symptoms. If you are not feeling well, STAY HOME!
Flu shots are now available, so make your appointment for your flu shot. We are wishing everyone
well and hope you remain in good health.

