Early Childhood Center & Riverdale School

News
January 2021
P
Principals
Message
Dear Parents and Guardians:

Calendar of
Events
12/18/20- 2nd Quarter
Ends
12/18/20 –1/01/21
Winter Break-No School
1/4/21 – School Resumes
1/15/21 –
School Improvement Day
12pm Dismissal
1/18/21 –
No School Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Holiday
1/26/21 –
School Board Meeting
@5pm

I wanted to take this time to welcome our parents and students back from winter
break; relaxed and rejuvenated. We are preparing for Riverdale’s first semester
awards assembly, which will be held on February 12, 2021 virtually. We are
looking forward to celebrating our scholars in a school wide virtual ZOOM.
In addition, we are having our school-wide PBIS refresher on January 6, 2021.
The staff has planned a lot of exciting incentives and activities for all students.
Please encourage your student to utilize the i-ready personalized learning paths,
and STRIDE program as well as logging on to their classroom ZOOM every day
on time prepared to learn. We would also like to take this time to celebrate our
students for increasing their screen time and working hard in this new
environment. Thank you to the parents for making sure that your child has a quiet,
organized space to work during school hours.
Riverdale School continues to provide several Stem Activities again this year.
Our students will be participating in several additional activities to increase
exposure to Science Technology Engineering and Math (STEM).
The Riverdale after School programs will resume the week of January 04,
2021. Thank you again to our awesome scholars and their amazing parents,
teachers, and staff for an amazing first half of the school year.
Striving for Academic Excellence for all Children
Dr. Shinora Montgomery
Principal
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CUBBIES NEWS
Ms. Rountree - Room 104

Wow, a new year has already begun, this year is flying by. I hope everyone had a good break
and are ready to start a new year. We will start with rules and routines as a reminder during
zoom classroom. Then we will start a new study about clothes, weather, and seasons. We have
been in school now for about 5 months, so we are going to work more on letters, numbers, and
comprehension strategies. Also, another big part of our daily schedule is social emotional
development how are you feeling, what can you do when you feel that way, know that it is ok
to feel that way. It is important to talk with your child about feelings and why they are feeling
that way and talk them through how they are feeling. I cannot wait for the New Year and to do
our new studies of fun.

Ms. McGrew – Room 106 (Crayon’s)
Dear Crayon Families,
I hope everyone enjoyed winter break. January is here! Hopefully 2021 will be a year of hope, healing and better
days. We are halfway through the school year and have so much more learning in store. To quote Aristotle “to
appreciate the beauty of a snowflake, it is necessary to stand out in the cold.” Children absolutely love snowy
weather. If it were up to them, they’d wake up and race out the front door of your home wearing nothing but
pajamas at the first sight of snowfall. During the month of January, the Crayons will be taking a closer look at
clothes. Children are interested in clothes from a very young age. Babies tug at their clothing; toddlers study
buttons, snaps, and zippers; and, by the time children are in preschool, they develop distinct preferences for
colors, fabrics, and styles. With the weather being so cold, children's interest in clothing can be the foundation
for learning.
What You Can Do at Home
You might notice that your child is beginning to talk about their clothing, enjoys putting items on and taking
them off, and are beginning to add clothing details to their drawings.
Talk with your child about the different aspects clothes. Count buttons, practice fine motor skills by zipping,
buttoning, and snapping clothing, or notice patterns, colors, pictures and/or shapes on clothing.
When you shop for clothes, help your child notice how clothes are organized in the store and offer a simple
explanation of how you compare prices.
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CUBBIES NEWS
Ms. Ruffin & Ms. Goldman – Room 107 (Busy Bees)
Happy New Year and welcome back! I hope everyone enjoyed the winter break. Our study for this
month is Clothes/Seasons/Weather. We will investigate what we know/what we want to learn
about clothes, seasons, and weather. We will explore various types of clothing, discover the four
seasons and the type of clothing we wear during those seasons, as well as discuss the various types
of weather and much more! In addition to the theme/study, we will continue to work on writing
our names, identifying letters and the sounds the letters make (Aa- Ww), identifying and writing
numerals 1-15, and continue the introduction of 3D shapes (cube, cone, sphere, etc.). Parents,
please ensure you are checking ClassDojo daily for important information and special activities.

Ms. Cotton –Room 112
Welcome back, Rockets! Brrr! It’s chilly outside, and it definitely feels like January! It is January,
and the Rockets of Room 112 came back from Winter Break ready to blast into our new study
unit, Clothes/Seasons/Weather! During our large and small group activities this month, we are
learning all about the weather and how it changes with the seasons, and the way we dress during
each season. As we are all bundling up in our jackets, jeans, sweaters, and boots, this is a great
time of the year to help your children begin to become more independent in dressing themselves.
Please allow your child to put on and snap/zip/tie/button his/her own coat, shirt, pants, shoes,
and/or boots daily. As they practice, they will get better and better!
Every day, through various activities throughout class, we continue to focus on letter and number
recognition and writing, rote counting (counting aloud), and one-to-one correspondence (counting
items). Please continue to help your child practice these skills at home, as these are skills that will
be crucial to your child’s success in Kindergarten. We have seen so much progress in the students
since the first day of school, and we look forward to seeing even greater growth during this 2nd
half of the school year. Thank you so much for your continued support and participation during
this unprecedented school year! Stay safe and well!
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CUBBIES NEWS

Ms. Lando– Room 113
Happy January! We had a wonderful second quarter. I would like to thank all of our parents for
their continued help and support with the students. We continue work with our students and
parent to learn our virtual classroom routine and daily procedures. In our virtual classroom, we
continue to work with our students on interacting with our friends and helping to identify/control
their emotions. We are also implementing and going over our rules on a daily basis. Each day we
work on a variety of tasks including rote counting, patterns, and letters and number identification,
colors and shapes for the week. In December, we talked about and learned about “Food (Bread)
Study”. In January, we will be learning about “Clothes”, that is within our Creative Curriculum
theme. We look forward to a fun-filled January!

Ms. Hyzy & Mrs. Roudez – Room 114 (The Aquarium Room)
For the month of December, our study was Bread/Food. We had a lot of fun learning about
different types of bread, pretending to make bread with playdoh, and listen to stories that included
breads, and different foods. The last week of school in December will be the week of December 14
and families will be able to pick up presents. Please look out for specific details as to the date and
time all of that will take place. The Parent Educators will fill staff and parents in on that
information in the upcoming weeks.
In case you don’t know, District 148 will continue remote learning until the Spring. We the
staff really look forward to being back face to face in the classrooms with our students. This is not
an easy time for you, the parents, the children, or teachers. We hope that all the families stick by
us and continue to participate as you have been. We have to get through this time together.
For the month of January, our study will be Clothes, Seasons, and Weather. We will get to talk
about and study how to properly dress for the weather and different seasons. Our Winter break will
be from December 21-January 1. Classes/Zoom will resume January 4, 2021. Please continue to
stay safe and healthy. We look forward to a much better rest of the school year and New Year.
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Mrs. Goines – Room 115
The holiday break is over and hopefully we have all been able to get some rest and relaxation. Now it’s
time to get back to remote learning! We just finished the study unit “Bread/Food”. One of the first
activities that we did was make pizza using English muffins, sauce, and toppings…Yummy!! The
students did an activity where they made a tree with leaves using pretzels, grapes and gummy candies.
They made the tree trunk and the limbs on the tree with pretzels and they made the leaves on the tree
with grapes and candy. They had so much fun making these and even more fun eating their creations
after they finished! We read the story “Baking Bread with Grandma”. In this story we read about
grandma and how she made biscuits. The students learned about four different types of flour: rice,
wheat, coconut, and corn. They also learned about what a pastry blender is and what it is used for. They
read about measuring cups, how they come in different sizes, and how four of the “¼ cup” measuring
cups of flour would be the same amount as the “1 cup” measuring cup of flour. The students had a lot of
fun doing the alphabet soup craft. This craft consisted of parents assisting the students while they used
construction paper and magnetic letters to trace the letters of their first name. Next, a circle was made
from construction paper in the shape of a round pot with handles. They then glued the letters that they
traced and cut out onto the center of the pot to make it look like a pot of alphabet soup! Now that we’re
back, we will be working on the study unit clothes/seasons/weather. We will be learning all about these
things. We will be talking about the changes in the weather and the types of clothes we will be wearing
each season. Wishing you all a wonderful New Year 2021!
District 148 –Early Learning Satellite Site
We
know
this is difficult
families
we want
to thankCare
you for
all of your
hard work! Please stay safe
Mrs.
King/Mrs.
Celestine
Brown
– Cuddle
(Pre-K
Expansion)
and well!
In the month of December, we learned about Bread/Food – What do we know about bread? What do we
want to find out? How is bread made? What kinds of breads do we like? We discussed different types of
breads, our favorite breads and toppings, made cornbread and tasted our favorite sandwiches. We continued
learning and reviewing letters, colors, shapes, rhyming words and identifying and counting numbers. We
continued using concept videos at large group and music and movement – the letter, number and shape of
the week songs, as well as Days of the Week and Months of the Year songs. In January we will be learning
about Clothes – What do we know about clothes? What do we want to find out? What are features of
clothes? Where do we get our clothes? What special clothes do people wear for work? What other special
clothes do people wear? We will continue writing names, reviewing letters, shapes, numbers, rhyming
words, how to count, sort, copy and repeat patterns. We will continue with the videos for each letter,
number and shape during large group and music and movement to reinforce these concepts, as well as letter
sounds, counting, days of the week and months of the year.
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CUBBIES NEWS
District 148 –Early Learning Satellite Site

Mrs. Sadler/Ms. Jimella Martin – Cuddle Care (Pre-K Expansion)
Look how much fun we are having with remote learning, the New Year is here!! We have
enjoyed talking about sugar and spice and everything nice. We have made rainbow breads,
pizza and biscuits, bread in the bag, we have explored yeast. We created a recipe book. We
know what makes bread: flour, yeast water and salt. We know all the letters in our name, we
know our number from 1 to 20, with a few adjustments. January was great and we had fun
exploring clothes, the weather and Season. We are looking forward to being meteorologist and
clothes designer.

Mrs. Muldrow – Screening Coordinator
Thanks to all the families for your support. We are constantly growing and that would not be possible without
you. As we start the school year off with remote learning we have begun to hold virtual screenings. If you are
interested in preschool for children ages 3-5, please email Ms. Powell-Muldrow at powellmuldrowa@district148.net or contact me at 312-543-9620. Thank you for your cooperation.
Why do we screen?
Developmental screening is designed to identify problems or delays during normal childhood development. When
properly applied, screening tests for developmental or behavioral problems in preschool children allow improved
outcomes due to early implementation of treatment.
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Curriculum Coordinator – Ms. Walton (Townsend)
PYRAMID PARENT TIP:
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CUBBIES NEWS
Parent Coordinators – Ms. Cannon and Ms. Lewis
Parent Portal
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CUBBIES NEWS
Support Programs
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ROCKET NEWS
Kindergarten – Ms. Kovalik & Ms. Williams
The kindergarten classes enjoyed reading the story “The Gingerbread Man” and enjoyed creating their
very own gingerbread houses with both classrooms together! We hope you all are ready for an amazing
school year in 2021! The kindergarteners continue to practice their good reader skills and are also
learning to write sentences as great writer’s do. Please practice reading and writing at home to help
your child become both, a fluent reader and writer!

Mrs. Harris & Ms. Smith - First Grade

Early Childhood Center & Riverdale School Newsletter page 11

ROCKETS NEWS
Second Grade –Ms. Huff & Mrs. Crump
Greetings Parents and Guardians!
In reading, we will be working in Unit 2 (Making Decisions) of our ReadyGEN reading series with
Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich and A Chair for My Mother. These two stories will be followed by Money
Matters and I Wanna Iguana. We will continue to focus on asking and answering questions such as who,
what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. We will also revisit
how characters respond to events as well as story structure. We will also practice reading skills such as
comparing and contrasting, sequencing, and cause and effect. As it pertains to math, we will continue to
focus on place value, addition and subtraction with two digit numbers, with and without regrouping and one
and two-step word problems (involving money) with two-digit numbers. Additionally, the students will
learn about telling time. Regarding social studies, we will continue to learn about communities, including
map skills and geography. In science, we will continue learning about animals with and without backbones
and how a variety of animals adapt. Just a few reminders: We ask that you please ensure assignments are
completed daily, including i-Ready for math (at least 15 minutes daily) and STRIDE for reading (at least 20
minutes daily). Please continue to read with your child each night. Thank you for your support!

Third Grade – Ms. Toney and Mrs. McPherson
Third grade will begin working on Unit Two, Module A in our Reading series. We are still focusing on
identifying the main idea/supporting details of a story as well as understanding how a character’s
actions affect the sequence of a story. In Math, students are learning to subtract with regrouping.
Classwork for Language Arts and Math is in your child’s portfolio daily. In addition to dojo
assignments, students must complete 30 minutes of Stride Reading and 30 minutes of i-Ready My Path
per day.

Fourth Grade – Mrs. Merriweather and Mr. Chadwell
Riverdale Rockets Fourth-grade scientists soared as they participated in the District's first Virtual
Science Fair on December 2, 2020. Our first-place winner is Myeisha Tucker. Myeisha's experiment
wowed the judges as she demonstrated "How an egg crystalizes with different solutions", which she
will present at the District BOE meeting. In addition to our top winner, there were three additional
students that received a bronze medal. Congratulations to Anise Thurman, Layla McClam, and Te'Nea
Bailey. You all did an outstanding job! As we continue to work remotely students in fourth grade will
continue working on understanding and creating short narratives in reading as well as continue using iReady math interactive practice daily.
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ROCKETS NEWS
Administrative Assistants – Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Collier & Ms. Sykes
All students, staff guest that enter the building must go through the front door to be scanned through our thermo
scanner. Please notify the office if any of your personal information (phone number/address) has changed. School
Starts at 8:45 and Ends at 3:00 p.m. We are here to assist our families during this pandemic, feel free to call us at
708-849-9848 (ECC) & 708-849-7153 (Riverdale)

Music – Mrs. Davis

Welcome back to music! It's going to be an interesting year! Singing and clapping
rhythms might be difficult to do together on zoom, so the students should expect more
individual singing to be done. Start by getting comfortable with your singing voices so
when you're singing for Mrs. Davis you are used to hearing yourself! Be confident!

Art– Dr. Simpson
During the month of January children will learn about various African
Americans Artists who have contributed arts to American and the
world.
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Physical Education – Mr. Moore
From Coach Moore’s desk
We are currently concluding our unit on systems of the body. The 11 major systems that we will be
covering are the integumentary (skin), skeletal, muscular, nervous, endocrine, cardiovascular, lymphatic,
respiratory, digestive, urinary and reproductive systems. Students will be able to identify all 11 systems and
briefly describe how each systems functions. All 2nd – 4th grade students are also completing weekly
assignments via class dojo. Students will need to bring notebook and typing paper, pens, pencils and
crayons or markers for the health portion of our P.E. class. Parents, please quiz your students on 5 food
groups (fruits, vegetables, proteins, dairy and grains) unit that we studied last month. Students should also
be able to list foods from each group as well as foods like pizza that represent several food groups. We are
now entering our systems of the body unit.
Our Riverdale Physical Education class schedule below. Class login numbers and passwords are listed
below. Please insure that our students login on time because remote specials are 30 minutes long and we
don’t want students to miss the lesson introduction portion of class.
Grade

Teacher

P.E. Class Times

Zoom Login code

Password

Knd

Ms. Kovalik

M/W 2:30- 3:00

823 438 6543

room107

Knd

Ms. Williams

T/TH 2:30- 3:00

973 8595 0472

Room110

1st

Ms. Smith

M/W 2:00 - 2:30

971 1532 8661

smith1

1st

Ms. Harris

T/TH 2:00 - 2:30

813 9485 2126

H1

2nd

Ms. Huff

M/W 12:30 -1:00

834 5382 9158

huff2

2nd

Ms. Ingram

T/TH 2:30 - 3:00

526 139 1620

grade2

3rd

Ms. Toney

M/W 1:00 - 1:30

932 0099 5310

toney3

3rd

Ms. McPherson

T/TH 1:00 - 1:30

762 5962 6685

mac3

4th

Mr. Chadwell

M/W 1:30 - 2:00

937 1847 5743

FOURTH

4th

Ms. Merriweather

T/TH 1:30 - 2:00

951 6184 5741

MAGIC

Please feel free to email me at moorej@district148.net with any questions or concerns.
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Care Facilitator-Mrs. Johnson
Mrs. Johnson’s CARE Memo:
Students:
We are so excited to have rolled out our Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Curriculum with
the students and have now been working with it each week. The Suite 360 SEL has awesome
engagement that the students love. I know with parent support we can foster a wonderful
educational experience for every student. A parent version of Suite 360 is soon to come so
that you can learn more about social emotional learning standards.

Parents:
Virtual Behavior Expectations:
1.)
Monday-Friday, please make sure that your child logs on to their zoom
meetings on time each day! (Even if they are with relatives or out of town)
2.)
Please make sure that they complete all assignments.
3.)
Use Zoom etiquette associated with the Class Social Contract and the PBIS
Matrix. Please make sure your children have on a shirt and pants. Also, please
make sure people in the background have on shirts and pants as well.
4.)
Please turn off all televisions, radios or cell-phones during the zoom meetings.
We don’t want any inappropriate materials to be seen by student who are
under the age of 17.
5.)
Please allow students to work independently so that teachers can assess what
students know and what they don’t know.
Thank you again for your continued support! If you need support please reach out @
708.849.7153

Computer Tech – Ms. Washington
Oh the things we will learn as we learn keyboarding
and how to safely navigate the internet to find out
amazing new things.
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MTSS-Mrs. Patrick
Great Ways to Encourage Your Child's Writing
If your child struggles with writing, it’s important to find new and exciting ways to encourage her to write. Here are some creative
strategies to try.

1. Write a “Convince Me!” letter
Choose a topic you don’t agree on; such as allowance or bedtime. Have your child write you a letter trying to convince
you to change your mind. The catch? She has to use facts, quotes and logic to back up her argument.
2. Play a game with pictures
Search magazines or the web and find a few interesting images. Glue a couple images into a notebook. Then ask your
child to write about one of them. You can prompt her, asking her to include what she sees, what the people are thinking,
what will happen next—or just let her imagination run free.
3. Play “Tell Me How”
In this activity your child pretends she’s writing to a space alien who doesn’t know anything about our culture. Your
child’s job is to choose an everyday task, like brushing her teeth or making a sandwich. Then, she needs to write stepby-step directions about how to do the task for the alien. When she’s done, you get to be the alien and try to follow the
steps exactly as she wrote them. She may be surprised at what she left out!
6. Make a journal jar
A journal doesn’t have to be a diary. It can also be a book where your child writes about ideas or answers questions, like
“If you could do anything next summer, what would you choose?” A journal jar is a place to keep all those ideas and
questions.
Wash and decorate a wide-mouthed jar, like one that used to contain peanut butter. Then, write or print out journal
prompts on slips of paper. Ask your child to pull out one prompt each day and write about it in her journal.
7. Create a family scrapbook
A family scrapbook is a great way to save memories and jump-start your child’s writing. Use an inexpensive photo
album to keep souvenirs of things you do together. This can include photos, ticket stubs, and found objects, like pretty
leaves.
Your child can begin by writing the date and a line about where you were and what you did. Then, you can work
together to write a more detailed summary. Don’t forget to include funny or even annoying moments!
Adapted from Great Ways to Encourage Your Child's Writing By: Amanda Morin, Understood
Full article: https://www.readingrockets.org/article/7-great-ways-encourage-your-childs-writing
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Safety Facilitator – Mrs. Bivins

Dear Parents & Guardians,
PARENTS THE 2ND SEMESTER IS QUICKLY APPROACHING , AND IT IS A GOOD TIME TO REMIND EVERYONE ABOUT
THE IMPORTANCE OF WEARING A MASK, SOCIAL DISTANCING AND WASHING YOUR HANDS . THE BEST WAY TO
PREVENT ILLNESS IS TO AVOID BEING EXPOSED TO THIS VIRUS . LEARN HOW COVID-19 SPREADS AND
PRACTICE THESE ACTIONS TO HELP PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19, EVERYONE SHOULD :
CLEAN YOUR HANDS OFTEN, EITHER WITH SOAP AND WATER FOR 20 SECONDS OR A HAND SANITIZER THAT
CONTAINS AT LEAST 60% ALCOHOL.
AVOID CLOSE CONTACT WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE SICK.
PUT DISTANCE BETWEEN YOURSELF AND OTHER PEOPLE (AT LEAST 6 FEET).
COVER YOUR MOUTH AND NOSE WITH A MASK WHEN AROUND OTHERS .
COVER YOUR COUGH OR SNEEZE WITH A TISSUE , THEN THROW THE TISSUE IN THE TRASH .
CLEAN AND DISINFECT FREQUENTLY TOUCHED OBJECTS AND SURFACES DAILY.
CDC RECOMMENDS THAT PEOPLE WEAR MASKS IN PUBLIC SETTINGS AND WHEN AROUND PEOPLE OUTSIDE OF
THEIR HOUSEHOLD , ESPECIALLY WHEN OTHER SOCIAL DISTANCING MEASURES ARE DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN .
MASKS MAY HELP PREVENT PEOPLE WHO HAVE COVID-19 FROM SPREADING THE VIRUS TO OTHERS . THANK
YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT IN HELPING YOUR FAMILIES REMAIN SAFE DURING THIS PANDEMIC !!!

Nurse’s Corner – Mrs. Andrasco
The festivities are over and we hope everyone was able to enjoy the winter break in a safe manner. In going
forward, masks are still required as is washing your hands and social distancing. If we can all abide by these
guidelines then hopefully we can decrease the risk of COVID-19 and return to some degree of normalcy. With
the new year we are still in need of required medical forms. Kindergarten many still need to update their shots
and physicals. Those entering preschool will need updated shots and physicals. Even though District 148 is
continuing with the remote learning, the State requirements still must be met. Also, new year-new resolutionsget those dental exams and eye exams done! These are required exams for Kindergarten. 2nd grade get those
dental exams done. This is required for all 2nd graders. Unfortunately, being remote learning, and the continued
COVID-19 guidelines, District 148 is not offering the dental and eye exams as we have in the past. It is up to
the parent/guardian to make the appointments and have the child examined. We do require a dental exam and
eye report results for the students' medical record. Final reminder keep up with the 3 W's-Wash your hands (for
20 seconds), Wear your mask (cover your nose and mouth) and Watch your distance.

