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From the Principal’s Desk…
In the February District 148 School Board meeting, the board
accepted Dr. Nohelty’s recommendation that we remain in
remote learning for the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year.
Knowing this early on helps us plan for the remainder of the
school year. Now that we have completed 3 quarters of the
school year remotely, we feel confident in the choice to remain
that way for the 4th quarter.
The district has decided to opt for the Fall window to take our
state standardized test. So, despite a Robo Call that went out, we
will not be taking the Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
this school year. We are sorry for the confusion. Class will
continue with the normal schedule.
With that said, we still have a lot of work yet to be done for this
school year. Let’s remain focused and engaged. Let’s complete
our work and tasks. Let’s get as much out of this year as we
possibly can. While we all know this school year has not been
ideal for students, teachers and families, that doesn’t mean we
shouldn’t finish with a fight. Please continue to reach out to the
school if you need assistance in any capacity.
Thank you for all you do to support Washington School!! Stay
well and stay safe!
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A Message From
The Assistant Principal…

Washington School
Vision Statement
The vision of Washington
School is to provide each
student a diverse education
in a safe, supportive
environment that promotes
self-discipline, motivation,
and excellence in learning.

Dear Washington Families,

Washington
Staff Promise
The Washington School
Family promises to join the
parents and the community
to assist the students in
developing skills to become
independent and selfsufficient adults who will
succeed and contribute
responsibly in a global
society.
School Website:
http://www.district148.net/washington/

Parent Info Online @
http://www.district148.net/parent.html

Sign up and check students’
grades online:

The students and staff are certainly
lucky to have such a hard working
PTA group. We recently participated
in one of students and I believe,
family favorite events, Bingo for
Books. Everyone goes home a winner.
The community spirit felt is the kind
that has us feeling proud to be
participants in our school.
Often staff is asked, “What can I do
at home to support my child’s
learning”? While we may suggest
specific skill based activities we know
students in that grade are learning, I
offer suggestions that will always feel
good for everyone involved.
Engage your child
Find things to do with your child where
you are engaged together. Share and talk
about your experiences together. It will
help to strengthen your relationship with
your child. Go outside and take a walk. Be
active. Lean toward activities that allow
you to talk and listen to your child.
Research is clear that successful students
are those that build a larger vocabulary
over time. You have to have experiences
to build vocabulary. Everyone loves to be
heard and to know they have a voice.
Time together doesn’t need to cost you
money.
Best Wishes,
Ms. Banks

2

Eat meals together
Ask your child specific questions about their
day. Tell them about yours. The mealtime
atmosphere is important. Without
distractions, parents are able to be attentive
to the conversation. You can also take the
opportunity to encourage healthy eating.
Above all, remember to turn the television off
during meals.
Respect your child
Be clear when setting behavioral expectations
for your child. Hold your child accountable
and don’t try to be their best friend. They look
up to you. You are their role model. They
count on you to teach them right from wrong.
Your structure makes them feel safe and
secure.
Read with your child and model literacy
routinely
Model your own learning with your child by
creating a literature rich home environment.
Let them see you reading. Read with your
child and talk about what you read. Ask
questions of your child when reading with
him/her. Parenting is hard work. The world
we live in is ever changing and moves at a
pace that is often hard to keep up with. The
journey is fast and one of the best we share. I
end with a favorite quote,
Priorities
“A hundred years from now it will not matter
what my bank account was, the sort of house
I lived in, or the kind of car I drove…But the
world may be different because I was
important in the life of a child.

Kindergarten
Teachers…
Ms. Scott
Ms. Hines
Greetings Kindergarten Families!

Kindergarten Families! Wow, we made it to March!
Thank you for making sure your child is on time and at
school every day! Attendance is a key ingredient to
learning. We appreciate your continued support. Let’s
finish the 3rd quarter with AWESOME ATTENDANCE!
In English Language Arts, we will begin Unit 4 “Learning
About Each Other and the World”. Students will draw,
dictate, or write a narrative and practice asking
questions while finding text evidence for answers to
those questions. We will continue working on building
sentences and learning sight words. During Math, we
will compose and decompose numbers 0 to 10 using
mental math. This quarter students will be required to
count to 100, write to 100, and recognize numbers to
100.We will begin discussion of size and position using
vocabulary such as on top of, under, next to, inside,
etc. In Science, we will continue our investigation
of seasons. During Social Studies, we will discover the
importance of women in our history.
Congratulations to our students of the month for
Kindergarten Amari Rowan and Jeremy Blackmond!
Love, Ms. Hines and Ms. Scott
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1st Grade
Teachers
Ms. Henderson
Ms. Monroe
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2nd Grade
Teachers…
Ms. Pennington
Ms. Robinson

March has arrived and spring is just around the corner! This
past month our students have enjoyed reading the story “I
Wanna Iguana” and reinforcing many reading skills, including
comparing characters’ point of view and answering questions
while reading. We are now working on the text “Theodore
Roosevelt: The Adventurous President” and looking at skills
to help us while analyzing a non-fiction text, including
examining an author’s use of text features. In math, we are
studying strategies for adding two- digit numbers. In Social
Studies, our classes are reading biographies.
Many students did a Black History Month Project on key
figures and did an outstanding job presenting their research to
their class. Thank you so much parents for your help and
support! In science, we have enjoyed lessons on reptiles,
including various types of iguanas, and taking virtual field
trips to places, including the aquarium and pet store. We have
learned about opinion writing and writing letters, so many of
our parents may have received a letter from their student with
a special request! Our students truly enjoyed writing about
something that they want and supporting their request with
reasons. It is hard to believe that we are officially in the last
grading period of the school year! Let’s finish strong!
Continue to have your student to attend class on time daily,
work in i-Ready Math and pass a minimum of 3 lessons
weekly, submit assignments, and fully participate each day!
We want all of our boys and girls fully prepared for 3rd grade!
Thank you!
Mrs. Pennington and Ms. Robinson
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3rd Grade
Teachers…
Ms. Buckley
Ms. Watkins

Hello Parents and Families!!
It's so hard to believe that we are in the 4th quarter of our 20202021 school year! We have successfully reached many
milestones while on this journey of virtual learning. In Ready
Gen we are continuing to work on Unit 2 Module B (Connecting
Character, Culture and Community). Students will review various
foundational skills as well as revisit Informative Writing. In
i-Ready math, we will continue to explore the Meaning of
Division, Understanding Division Models and How Multiplication
and Division Are Connected. Your child will also continue to
learn various strategies to help them solve problems and
accommodate their unique learning styles. In Science and Social
Studies, we are addressing topics in the Next Generation Science
Standards and (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards
for third grade. Students will continue to engage in SEL (socialemotional learning) activities using the platform Suite 360.
Students should continue to work on their i-Ready learning
paths 30 minutes or more daily. Lastly, thank you your continued
support. As we move closer to the next school year and 4th
Grade remember that more success and we must continue to
push through to meet our goal!
The students of the month are Jeniah Nelson and Jacob McSwain
Beamon (Watkins), and Denzel Anderson (Buckley).
All your hard work is greatly appreciated. Be safe and see you all
soon!
Ms. Watkins and Ms. Buckley
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4th Grade
Teachers…
Mrs. Thomason

Greetings parents and guardians!!
We are working on continuing to teach the whole child
by building them up from the academic side, as well as,
from the social-emotional side. We are continuing to
working on building a community so that we can
effectively work together as a team.
In Reading, we are at the middle stages of learning how
to analyze and visuals enhance informational texts. And
focus on main characters of the story.
The focus in Math is on whole numbers; place value,
comparison, addition, and subtraction. We are learning
to understand of rounding whole numbers. Also, we are
now working on Algebra and Algebraic Thinking.
In Science we have been discussing the Environment.
Lastly, in Social Studies, we are still learning more
about World Event.
Needless to say, we have been very busy learning to
appreciate others and education.
Mrs. Thomason
Mr. James
thomasoni@district148.net
jamesr@district148.net
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Mr. James

5th Grade
Teachers…
April 2021 Newsletter

Mr. Pletka
Fifth grade is blowing its way thru stacks of knowledge. As the recent weather took a
sudden turn into balmy temperatures, it rendered our learning path much more
comfortable.
In Reading, our students will learn how relationships between historical events and
individuals are important to understanding events. They will gain a knowledge of certain
social movements and how they have changed large groups of people. We will be reading
the anchor text "Real Life Superheroes" and the supporting texts “Angel Island” and "The
Great Migration.” The students will also explain how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of
view influences how events are described and how visual elements add to the meaning
or tone of a text. They will then use that ability in their writing. We encourage each
student to read independently at home for at least 20 minutes a day to build their skills
in reading.
In Math, the students are learning how to multiply and divide decimals and fractions. We
will also be reviewing modeling fractions and multiplication equations, as we prepare for
the IAR testing this month. Students should go on the I-Ready Math website and do 1520 minutes of practice each night on their Path.
In Science, we will be identifying and explaining natural cycles and patterns in the solar
system, like how the seasons are related to the Earth’s tilt, latitude, and where the Earth
is in its yearly orbit around the sun.
In Social Studies, students will begin to distinguish the responsibilities and powers of
government officials at various levels and branches of government.
We know that remote learning is a challenge for all. Please make sure that your child has
a quiet space that helps them to focus, minimize distractions, and do their best.
Finally, we would be remiss if we did not mention the Students-of-the-Month. The
qualifications for this honor are: 90% or higher attendance rate, no Fs, no discipline
referrals, and a Grade Point Average of 2.0 or higher. Congratulations to the Studentsof-the-Month:
Phayllan Vasser

Brandi Alexander

Ma’Nyiah Williams

Ms. Garrett
Mr. Norris
Mr. Pletka
5th Grade Teachers
Washington Elementary

5th Grade Teachers
Washington Elementary
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Mr. Norris
Ms. Garrett

K-5 Music
Teacher…
Mr. Cheney

Greetings, Washington Families!
This month in music, students in grades K-2 will be expanding their
repertoire of known songs, exploring and focusing on elements of
music such as same and different phrases, melodic direction, form,
tempo, and loudness through activities that include singing, reading,
listening to music, and playing instruments.
Third grade students are learning about two styles of music: classical
and jazz.
Fourth grade students will be learning about voice types and types of
performing ensembles.

Elementary
Physical
Education
Teacher….
Ms. Eaker

Fifth grade students are exploring mood and major and minor
tonalities through singing, listening, and composing using the
pentatonic scale.
Mr. Cheney

Greetings Washington Families!
During April elementary Physical Education students will take
physical fitness post tests. These tests measure core strength,
cardiovascular fitness and flexibility.
Also specials zoom meeting is daily from 2-3.
Please join us.
539-133-4654
d0aYri
Janet L Eaker
K-5 Physical Education Teacher
Washington School
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Resource
Team…
K-4th Grade Special
Education:
Mrs. Cullen

Support News!!!

The Support Teachers would like to thank the Elementary
and Jr. High parents for participating in our virtual
Parent/Teacher Conferences on April 1st. It is always a
pleasure meeting with you to discuss your child's academic
performance and to address any concerns. We are a team,
and we need to work together to make our children lifelong
learners!
With the weather getting warmer, and the end of the school
year approaching, we want your child to keep learning and
making progress. Please have your child continue to read for
at least 20 minutes a night in order to increase their reading
comprehension. Engage them in conversation about what
they are reading. Even if you haven’t read the book, you can
still ask about the characters, the problem in the story, how
it was resolved, and where it took place. Asking questions
will challenge them, plus you get to hear what they are
reading!
We look forward to working with your child(ren) and helping
them make the end of the school year positive and
successful! Please call us if you have any questions or
concerns.
Your Support Team,
Mrs. Cullen, K-4 Special Education Teacher
Ms. Weber, 5-6 Special Education Teacher
Ms. Whitehorn, Junior High Special Education Teacher
Mrs. Snedden, Junior High Special Education Teacher
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5th -6th Grade Special
Education: Ms. Weber
Elementary
Paraprofessional:
Ms. Basemore
th
7 Grade Special
Education
Serita Whitehorn
8th Grade Special
Education: Mrs.
Snedden
Junior High
Paraprofessional:
Mrs. Ragland

School
Nurse…
It is hard to believe April is here already. Spring time is another time of year when pollen counts rise and
Asthmatic children can be affected. Make sure your child avoids their asthma triggers as much as possible. Do
they have an inhaler at school? Make sure your child drinks plenty of water. With Chicago weather we don’t
know if it’s going to be warm and sunny or cool and rainy. Please make sure your child dresses appropriately
for our Chicago weather.
Here are tips for protecting against spreading of illness.
Wash your hands frequently
Regularly and thoroughly clean your hands with an alcohol-based hand rub or wash them with soap and water.
Why? Washing your hands with soap and water or using alcohol-based hand rub kills viruses that may be on
your hands.
Maintain social distancing
Maintain at least 1 metre (3 feet) distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
Why? When someone coughs or sneezes they spray small liquid droplets from their nose or mouth which may
contain virus. If you are too close, you can breathe in the droplets, including the COVID-19 virus if the person
coughing has the disease.
Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth
Why? Hands touch many surfaces and can pick up viruses. Once contaminated, hands can transfer the virus to
your eyes, nose or mouth. From there, the virus can enter your body and can make you sick.
Practice respiratory hygiene
Make sure you, and the people around you, follow good respiratory hygiene. This means covering your mouth
and nose with your bent elbow or tissue when you cough or sneeze. Then dispose of the used tissue
immediately.
Why? Droplets spread virus. By following good respiratory hygiene you protect the people around you from
viruses such as cold, flu and COVID-19.
If you have fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical care early
Stay home if you feel unwell. If you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical attention and
call in advance. Follow the directions of your local health authority.
Why? National and local authorities will have the most up to date information on the situation in your area.
Calling in advance will allow your health care provider to quickly direct you to the right health facility. This
will also protect you and help prevent spread of viruses and other infections.
Stay at home if you begin to feel unwell, even with mild symptoms such as headache and slight runny nose,
until you recover. Why? Avoiding contact with others and visits to medical facilities will allow these facilities
to operate more effectively and help protect you and others from possible COVID-19 and other viruses.
If you develop fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical advice promptly as this may be due to a
respiratory infection or other serious condition. Call in advance and tell your provider of any recent travel or
contact with travelers. Why? Calling in advance will allow your health care provider to quickly direct you to
the right health facility. This will also help to prevent possible spread of COVID-19 and other viruses.

All kindergarten, second and 6th grade students need a dental exam. Letters were mailed home.
Please take a picture of the proof of dental and email it to me as an attachment to
konczalm@district148.net. Thank you for your continued assistance with this matter.
Have a Happy and Healthy Month,
Nurse K
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Ms. Mary Jo Konczal

RN
Health Office

Resource team
Socially Speaking………………. From Your School Social Workers
“How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young,
compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant of the
weak and strong. Because someday in your life you will have been all of these.”
George Washington Carver
As we begin April, the month of growing, just in case no one told you or you
do not remember, you are respected and appreciated. Not just for being the
great individual that you are, but for being resilient and for enduring a year of
adjustments and uncertainties. Sometimes during these busy and ever
changing times, people may not remember to let you know. Just in case this
has happened, we are letting you know that YOU are important. You are
unique. You are needed. You make a BIG difference! Just in case a day goes
by and you do not remember, or you need a little encouragement, keep one
thought below in mind. For you are AWESOME. JUST IN CASE.
“I am/I can.”
“It’s not the load that breaks you down, it’s the way you carry it.” Lena
Horne
“What we see depends mainly on what we look for.” Sir John Lubbock
“Life is 10 percent what happens to me and 90 percent how I react to it.”
Les Brown

Social
Workers…
Elementary Social
Worker…
Ms. Holmes

Junior High Social
Worker…
Ms. Leach

“When life knocks you down, try to fall on your back because if you can
look up, you can get up.” Les Brown
“I will never understand all the good that a simple smile can accomplish.”
Mother Teresa
“To-day, whatever may annoy, the word for me is Joy, just simple Joy.”
John Kendrick Bangs
“Think of all the beauty still left around you and be happy.” Anne Frank
“The two most important things you possess are your minds and hearts. With one,
you learn, with the other you love. I beg you to learn and love to your greatest
capacity. The people in this world need all the love you and I can give them.” Pole
John XXIII
Let us continue to stay socially connected while we practice physical
distancing.

Ms. Holmes and Ms. Leach – School Social Workers
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Speech and
Language
Pathologist…
Mrs. Megan Wall

MTSS

Coordinators:
Ms. Wallace (Elem)
Ms. Martin (JH)

RTI and the Special Education Evaluation and Eligibility Process
RTI plays a critical role in how students are identified as having a disability and needing
special education services. For many years, putting struggling students into special
education was the only option. Requirements for special education eligibility were outdated
and left students to struggle for years before help was provided. Students fell further and
further behind, making it more difficult to catch up once help was provided.
The RTI process gets help to struggling learners faster, making interventions more
successful and keeping students from becoming frustrated. The information collected along
the way — such as progress monitoring data — becomes an important part of determining
if a student needs to be formally evaluated for special education. Once a student is
determined to be in need of special education, an Individualized Education Program (IEP) is
developed. The student’s IEP lists the specific skill deficits that are interfering with his or
her academic achievement and the progress needed to close that achievement gap. This
involves the use of individualized instruction designed for the unique needs of the student.
The use of a RTI process as part of a school’s procedures for determining whether a student
has a learning disability and needs special education services can potentially:
• Reduce the time a student waits before receiving additional instructional assistance,
including special education if needed
• Reduce the overall number of students referred for special education services and
increase the number of students who succeed within general education
• Provide critical information about the instructional needs of the student, which can be
used to create effective educational interventions
• Limit the amount of unnecessary testing that has little or no instructional relevance
• Ensure that students receive appropriate instruction, particularly in reading, prior to
placement in special education
• Increase collaboration among school staff and parents However, it is important to keep
in mind the following limitations:
• RTI alone is generally not sufficient to identify a learning disability. While the information
collected during the RTI process will play an important role in making decisions about
student need and creating effective instructional plans, additional information is needed to
satisfy the evaluation requirements of IDEA and make a well-informed, individualized
decision about each student.
• Since an RTI process identifies the lowest performing students within a group — such as
a class or grade — within the school, students who are highly intelligent (frequently referred
to as “gifted”) yet are not performing up to their potential will most likely not be identified
for intervention. While these students may have a learning disability, they typically would
not be identified as needing special education through an RTI process. Here at Washington
we use the RTI Approach and work hand in hand with parents to ensure that each student
receives all the support they need. Whether it’s through Tier support or Special Education.

To obtain information about the supports that are available, contact:
Ms. Martin (WJH) or Ms. Wallace (WE)
MTSS Facilitators
Washington School
Phone: 708.201.2078
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Hello Everyone!
As the Washington Elementary Safety Facilitator, I am working diligently to assist various
classes concerning study skills, exhibiting and modeling student PBIS expectations,
formulating writing workshops that include elaborating on extended response prompts and
utilizing test-taking skills. I am reinforcing the skill training from the instructors along with
allowing the students to provide feedback per skill, which allows equal engagement from
the class! During my classroom visits, I am conducting numerous discussions and partaking
in incorporating our Capturing Kids Hearts program. As we work daily to Empower Every
Child, Everyday is a Great Day to express our Bulldog Pride! GO BULLDOGS!!!!!

Greeting Parents, Guardians, and Caretakers!
April Showers....With rainy days ahead in the month of April, our students have
been showered with PBIS celebrations, Student of the Month rewards, Suite 360
incentives, educational field trips, and many other awards and recognition for
the hard work and discipline they have shown thus far. Your babies have really
conquered the virtual learning expectations academically and behaviorally. Now
that we all are in the last quarter of the school year, I would like for the students
to weather the storms of April so that we all can bloom in the sunshine of
May. Great job, Parents! You all have been ESSENTIAL in these challenging
times. Thank you!

Elementary
Safety
Facilitator…
Ms. Ballentine

Junior High
Safety
Facilitator…
Mr. Hughes

Hassan Hughes
Safety Facilitator/Athletic Director
Washington Jr. High
(708) 201-2078

CARE Facilitator
Mr. Elias
Hello Washington Families,
The students have been working so hard in these trying times. We here at
Washington want you to know that we value the student’s social emotional
learning as much we do their academic learning. Suite360 is the district
program that every student gets on and there is a virtual lesson on several
different topics that our students face. If you have any questions please email
Mr. Elias at eliast@district148.net. Please stay healthy and safe.
Sincerely,
Anthony Elias/CARE Facilitator
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Elementary
And
Junior High
Art
Teacher
Mr. Jones

Happy Winter Parents and Students:
I hope all of you are well and safe in these still stressful
times. But the school year is quickly approaching the ¾
point and we must still continue to be focused on our
academic challenges. The month of February ended with
activities with Black History themes. Primary students
enjoyed the work of Black Artist Horace Pippin (18881946) in drawing a COLORFUL FOX. Intermediate
students were directed to the literary work “HAIR LOVE”
by Matthew A. Cherry for inspiration in the drawing of the
little black girl “ZURI”. Finally the Junior High students
explored the drawing of mask with exciting lines, patterns,
shapes, colors and symmetry. The Black artist Lois L. Jones
(1905-1998) was our source of inspiration with her unique
work.
As we approach the beginning of Spring in the month of
March, Mother Natures will begin to shower us with the
beauty of foilage and new animal friends. Flowers, trees,
birds and butterflies just to name a few!!!
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6th Grade
Teachers…
Ms. Reed
Ms. Seaton
Mrs. Winston

6th Grade News
In EL, we are still reading Two Roads by Joseph Bruchac. We
have looked into real life accounts of Native Americans and
their experiences attending Boarding Schools during the
Great Depression. Exploring Native American life through
photos, videos and text has really helped the students tap into
their world. The students are doing an amazing job
expressing their feelings regarding the treatment of Native
Americans during that time period.
In Writing, students will continue to demonstrate command of
the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
In Math, we will continue learning within our i-Ready
curriculum and moving into Unit 2. Students will add, subtract
and multiply multi-digit decimals. The math vocabulary that
students will become familiar with is algorithm, partial
products, partial products strategies, and place value. Last,
the academic vocabulary students will use is "additional and
combine".
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7th Grade
Teachers…
Ms. Gordon
Ms. Soyege
Mr. Wells

Greetings Parents and Guardians:
7th graders are diligently assailing the Constitution & History. 7th graders are
arduously practicing perfect composition in the ZOOM screens.7th graders are
incessantly and unremittingly ameliorating their vernacular in relation to Common
Core Standards. 7th graders are meticulously edifying/enhancing their primary
educational skills: listening, reading, speaking and writing. 7th graders are
implementing and incorporating the Washington Expectations. 7th graders are
metamorphosing into 8th graders!
Mr. Wells
Hello, students and families!
This month, our 7th Grade Language Arts students will continue to explore the
Harlem Renaissance, through its literature and a myriad of other media. Our class
will be learning how to construct a well-crafted argumentative essay, where they
support their own opinions with evidence. Looking down the road a bit, we will also
be learning how to present what they have learned to a wider audience, by selecting
artifacts that they feel represent the Harlem Renaissance era well.
Ms. Gorden

Dear all,
This month we will continue working through Unit 1 in the Ready Classroom
curriculum. We are wrapping up ourexplorationof proportional relationships and will
soon startthesolve area and circumference problems Involving circleslesson. Students
have shown improvement with the most recent lesson quiz, and I am sure that they
can continue to improve.Students are stillexpected to complete and pass at least three
lessons per week on i-Ready. By continuingto meet this expectation,our students will
benefit more from the program and increase their mastery of various topics. Learning
from home can be difficult, but I look forward to trying to make the best of the
situation with my students.
Best regards,
Ms. Soyege
7thGrade Math
Washington Junior High
soyegeo@district148.net
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Junior High PE
Teachers…
Mr. Roberson
Mrs. Blackful

Dear Parents/Guardians,
The Washington Junior High Physical Education Department
hopes everyone is safe and healthy. Please continue to wear
masks and regularly wash your hands. In April, we will continue
to exercise and provide health assignments on topics such as
First Aid.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to
reach out to Mrs. Blackful or Mr. Roberson. We can be reached
at:
Mrs. Blackful: blackfult@district148.net
Mr. Roberson: robersone@district148.net

Greetings Parents and Guardians:

Jr. High
Technology
Teacher
Ms. Durden

The computer class is still on the path for learning all kinds of computer
skills from computer literacy to computer applications. Most recently we
have been learning more about Microsoft Word 365 and how to navigate
the ribbon and a variety of features on the program. Students have been
finding new ways to save documents, copy and move teach, and save a
document. The also have learned new ways to format text from the
ribbon and with short cut keys as well.
The next quarter we will continue to learn more about Microsoft Word
365 as well as Power Point and Excel. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me through email or Class DoJo
Ms. Durden
Computer Teacher
durdenp@district148.net
Dear Parents/Guardians
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8th Grade
Teachers…
Ms. Gray
Ms. Weathersby
Ms. Truitt

Eighth Grade
Hello Washington Family!

The 4th Quarter is finally here! In ELA, students are continuing to read, The Omnivore’s
Dilemma. This week students are finishing the Mid Unit 1 Assessment which will assess
their knowledge of claims, evidence, and paragraph structure. Also, we are preparing for
taking the IAR Tests. Students have been completing practice tests and tutorials to help
them navigate the test.
Please make sure to sign up for Parent/Teacher Conferences and to view your child’s
grades in the Chalkable Parent Portal. Reach out to teachers to share your questions and
concerns. Spring Break is upon us, and I hope that both students and staff take time to
relax and enjoy some screen free time!
Maxine Gray, M.S.Ed, M.Ed - graym@district148.ne

ELA Teacher
In Math, Ms. Weathersby’s Wonderful Math Scholars are receiving math instruction 5 days-a-week and I
am so excited to finally be able to fully implement our new I-Ready Math Program efficiently and
effectively.
Our Eighth Graders are whipping through Unit 2 which focuses on Dilations and Angle Relationships. We
are now focusing on Angle Relationships and will be moving into Unit 3 on Linear Relationships before
the month is up. Students know that the lessons we are working on in the book are always available to
them online in Teams as well as the slides from class and videos of the lessons. All book assignments are
also posted on Teams and should be turned in on Teams within the assignment.
I-Ready is a personalized instruction path that helps students fill prerequisite gaps and build up grade-level
skills. Therefore, it is IMPERATIVE that students are not only completing their Teacher-Assigned
Lessons and Homework but also, that they are completing assignments in their My Path Assignment Logs.
Students should be logging on to i-Ready EVERYDAY during Intervention which is built into their
schedules from 1:40-2:30! On some days, I have extended Math Sessions during that time; however,
students are still expected to log in for at least 20-30 minutes afterwards. It is a requirement per
DISTRICT and a grade for students to complete 3 lessons each week. Please ensure your student is
logging on each day...each week to i-Ready!
I know Remote Learning has not been an easy adjustment for all and together, we will get through this.
However, we need to work TOGETHER to ensure our students are staying focused and working to the
best of their ability. If you should ever need to contact me, I can be reached on my cell at 708-2482511...e-mail weathersbyn@district148.net or on Class Dojo.
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