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A note from Principal Lesley Buff …
I am excited to share that we are
closing out November with our PBIS
and AVID celebrations. We are
recognizing students that either
consistently follow our 3Bs of Being
Safe, Being Responsible and Being
Respectful or those students that are
displaying AVID qualities showing
consistent commitment to their
academics. Each quarter we will
continue to celebrate students’
success with in-class celebrations. You
can see a few of our star students in
the photos below!

math. Many of you have expressed
feeling helpless because math is
taught differently then when you
learned. However, this can actually be
a positive thing. You can have your
child show you how they learned to
solve the problem, and you can then
show your child how you learned to
solve the problem. This shows your
child there are multiple ways to get
the answer. Also, please remember
math requires thinking, not speed. So
there is no need for skill-and-drill
worksheets or anything timed.

As you know, our school creates goals
in the areas of English language arts,
math, science, attendance and school
culture. In reviewing our most recent
progress data, it seems many of our
students are not performing at grade
level in math. This is not surprising
given the impact of the interruption to
learning due to COVID-19. However, I
would like suggest a few ways you can
assist your child in the area of math.

There are also lots of fun activities
that incorporate math into daily
activities. Have your child count how
many cups, plates, napkins etc. are
needed to set the table for a meal.
Napkins can also be folded into many
different shapes and you can talk
about the shapes or symmetry. In the
grocery store, have them count how
many items you are purchasing and if
you can use the express lane.
Counting while putting items on the
belt also distracts them for looking
and begging for all that candy in the

First, the most important way to help
your child is to be positive about

check
out!
Older
children
find it
fun to
weigh
produce
and they
can even
estimate
how
much the
item will cost based on the weight.
Online games like Prodigy Math and
First in Math are typically free and
kids enjoy playing them. However,
nothing is more fun than family time
so the incorporation of numbers in
conversation while spending time
together is a great way to increase
number sense. This can be done by
talking about money, skip counting by
2, 5, or 10s on a walk, even or odd
numbers or playing board games like
Uno, Connect Four or Monopoly.
Happy Thanksgiving to all of our NSES
family!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM EACH GRADE
Art. Kindergarteners have explored lines and shapes and learned to use a variety
of materials. First graders created drawings of some of their family's favorite
foods for celebrating together. Second graders did a 3D project and made sugar
skulls in recognition of the Day of the Dead (see picture at right). Third graders
created pictures within pictures inspired by the book “Zoom.” Fourth graders
explored creating visual texture. Fifth graders completed self-portraits.
Prekindergarten. During the next month, we will learn about holidays around the world and continue to work on letter
recognition and writing our names.
Kindergarten. Kindergarten is working on quickly identifying and recognizing numbers in a set, letter sounds and threeletter words. We are working on the 3Bs and being kind to our friends.

First Grade. We learned about the different types of jobs that are needed in our community and had fun inter-viewing
familiar people to find out about their jobs and responsibilities. We are working hard to identify characters, settings
and major events in stories. We really enjoyed learning how to use counting collections during math.
Second grade. We enjoyed visiting Indian Ladder Farms this fall, where we learned about the process for making apple
cider, how apples are collected on a large farm, how apple trees are pollinated and a little history of the Helderbergs.
We’ve also been busy doing acts of kindness from our kindness calendar and writing about showing kindness to
others. In December, we will learn about different cultures and their winter holidays.
Third grade. We continue to learn to multiply using properties to help us. We have learned identity, zero and
commutative properties. We will be adding distributive and associative properties. In science, we continue to explore
motion and magnetism. We will be building vehicles that move in different ways. As always, we are reading and writing
about many texts.
Fourth grade. We learned about fulcrums, levers and catapults in an amazing pumpkin STEM activity that also focused
on accuracy and distance. In ELA, we are working to learn vocabulary in our reading and pulling text details out of
stories that we read to support our answers. In math, we wrapped up multiplication and are now onto division. Please
make sure to practice your child’s multiplication and division facts with them each night. In social studies, we just
finished a unit on national Native American Heritage month.
Fifth grade. In math, we multiplied and divided whole numbers and are now moving into multiplying and dividing with
decimals. In science, we have continued our work with mixtures and solutions and learned more about solids, liquids
and gases. Our ELA lessons have been very rich in social studies content, including reading about President Roosevelt,
Philo Farnsworth and the U.S. Constitution.

WHO’S WHO
at New Scotland

The Student Leadership Team (SLT) recently welcomed four new members, with
each student representing one of the four fourth grade classes at NSES. Together
with the previously elected members, the SLT decided on their mission: No One
Gets Left Out EVER! New team members are, L-R, Hannah Hotter, Daisy Chai, Myles
Ingemi and Amina Rais.
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