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Why is it so important to take Art
Foundations first?
Art Foundations is OPRF’s introductory art
course. Students study the visual arts
using a variety of 2-dimensional and 3dimensional media by surveying the
elements and principles of design.
Emphasis is also placed on self-expression
and the role of art in both historic and
contemporary cultures. While students
may have had previous art classes and
experiences, they are encouraged to
expand skills through repetition as well as
mature in their artistic understanding. The
Art Foundation experience allows an
opportunity for the art faculty to know
strengths of individual students and give
appropriate recommendations for their
development during their years at OPRFHS.
What are the computer-based art classes
like Graphic Design? (Graphic Design 1, 2
and Advanced Graphice Design)
• Graphic Design 1 will introduce
students to the Adobe products,
Photoshop and Illustrator and the
elements of design.
• Graphic Design 2 will expand their
knowledge in these programs through
identity promotion, branding, and
marketing with self-made products.
• Advanced Graphic Design will expand to
more advanced tools and instruction in
all of the former programs.
These courses teach career readiness that
is modeled after real world careers that
students may one day enter in design.
What is AP Art History?
AP Art History is a challenging, collegelevel course that goes well beyond the art
appreciation taught in our studio classes.
It is designed to prepare students for the
AP Art History exam given late in the spring
semester. Most importantly, students
acquire the aesthetic and historical tools

needed to develop an understanding of and
appreciation for the broad expanse of art
history. Students also master how to
articulate the meaning of art by acquiring
the vocabulary, analytical methods and
writing techniques needed to communicate
the creative process. Finally, students
learn how works of art from all traditions,
both Western and non-Western, are
products of their historical and social
contexts, and are thus inevitably
intertwined.

What is Wheel Throwing?
Wheel throwing is the term used for
forming pottery such as bowls, mugs and
vases on a pottery wheel. Students learn
these skills over the course of a semester.
Current and historic ceramic work is used
as inspiration for projects. There is an
intermediate wheel throwing couse offered
as a second level, where students work
with more complex forms and advanced
processes in class.
What is Printmaking?
Printmaking is an advanced level class
offered only in the spring semester each
year. Students experiment with different
drawing, painting, and surface mediums.
They learn the processes of monoprinting,
linoleum carving, Xerox transfer, intaglio
etching, silkscreen, papermaking, and
bookmaking.

What do you do in Sculpture class?
Our beginning sculpture class offers
students an opportunity to work in threedimensional processes, doing small
sculptures of clay, wire, paper, wood and
found objects. Students explore the
boundaries of the media presented and
also learn about contemporary and
historical sculptors as a source of
inspiration.
Can Photography be a Prerequisite for
Graphic Design?
In the past, it was required to take Art
Foundations before moving on to the
Graphic Design classes. NOW, we are
permitting students who have had 1
semester of Photography 1 to take Graphic
Design as an additional Fine Arts Credit.
This will offer Photography students
additional options to enhance their digital
knowledge in Adobe Photoshop and
Illustrator. They can continue on in Photo
2 and Advanced Photography classes as
well.

What is the difference between
Photo 1, Photo 2, and Advanced
Photography?
Each photo class offered is a continuation
of the previous. Students in Photo 1 learn
how to use the functions of a fully manual
35mm camera and techniques necessary to
process their own film and images in a
black and white darkroom. Photo 2 is a
continuation of techniques learned in
Photo 1, to create creative compositions as
well as an introduction to digital

manipulation of images, studio lighting,
and panoramic images. Advanced Photo is
a creative exploration of film as an artistic
medium and digital photography. Students
choose a concentration or “collection” for
the tearm in film or digital imagery. They
experiment with other types of film,
toning, night exposure, negative
manipulation, as they create a portfolio
suitable for college admission with an
emphasis on creating images based on
personal, artistic interests. Collection
imagery is on exhibit in the school at the
end of the term.

What is the difference between
Advanced Studio Art A and AP Studio Art?
Both classes will focus on the development
of a college application portfolio that will
represent the students' own artwork.
• AP Studio Art has specific requirements
determined by the College Board and
these are followed in class. The
students develop a concentration or a
body of work, demonstrating a wide
range of art abilities. The AP course
takes an entire year to complete.
Students may gain college credit by
taking the AP Studio course.
• The Advanced Studio Art A class
concentrates on producing an
application portfolio that can be used
for submission to the college application
process at art schools or state
college/university art departments. It
may be taken for up to 2 semesters of
study and students receive honors
credit.

Through both of these classes, the students
will concentrate on completing a
successful application portfolio, document
their work in digital form, and complete
their college application process. It is
helpful if students have successfully
completed Art Foundations, Drawing
and/or Painting and one other upper-level
art course before considering the advanced
classes.
What is Art club?
It meets once a week, after school.
Students may join at any time during the
year. The officers are elected in the
spring, and plan the projects along with
the current members. Art club does
painting, drawing, origami, crafts,
beading, etc. as well as participated in the
various community events.
What is Photo Club?
It meets 2-3 times a month. It is meant as
an open lab time for students who are
currently in photo or who have had
previous photo experience. This is an
opportunity for them to work on personal
interests: printing, pinhole camera,
toning, special effects or color/digital
images. Depending on student interest we
also have visiting artists and do specific
photo projects.

What is Wheel Throwing club and what
do students do there?
Wheel throwing club is the place where
experienced students to practice their
skills and current wheel throwing students
can go to either practice or complete

assignments. The main focus of wheel
throwing Club is the Empty Bowls
Community Dinner, a fundraiser that
donates funds to local and international
organizations to alleviate hunger. Students
use club time to make bowls for Empty
Bowls.
What is the Empty Bowls Community
Dinner?
Wheel throwing club invites the community
to join students for a soup and bread meal
enjoyed in hand-formed pottery bowls.
Generous local restaurants donate
delicious soup and bread for the meal.
Guests stand in depression era soup and
bread lines for their dinner, and go home
with their bowl as a reminder of the bowls
that go empty every night all over the
world. Funds raised go to the Oak Park
and River Forest Food Pantry, West
Suburban PADS and Global Alliance for
Africa. Each year, the dinner takes place
toward the end of February on a Friday
evening from 6 – 8 p.m. We continue to
seek your donations of soup, bread, hand
made bowls, and your time. If you are
able to offer any of these, please call
Pennie Ebsen at 708-434-3324 or email her
at pebsen@oprfhs.org.
What is Tabula/Design Publication?
Tabula is the school yearbook. Students
who sign up for design publications become
the photographers for Tabula.
Tabula/Design Publication is offered 8th
period as a fine and applied art credit.
Students who apply to be on staff must
have previous photo experience.
Does OPRFHS have an Art Gallery?
The Art Gallery exhibits both student and
professional work on a monthly rotating
schedule. Our focus is to celebrate
student artistic achievement while
educating our audience about the
possibilities of expression through visual
arts. Every attemt is made to exhibit a
wide variety of work reflecting student
interests, abilities, and techniques.

What is the Frame Warehouse Show?
The visual art faculty selects 30-35 “best”
student works in categories: printmaking,
photography, drawing, painting, digital,
jewelry, ceramics, and sculpture. The 2-D
work is professionally framed by the
Frame Warehouse in May. The framing
company holds a two-week show of the
work and a reception for students, friends,
and families in the end of May. The work
is then displayed in the school for a period
of a year outside the faculty cafeteria.

•

leadership ability, and academic
success. One student artwork is
selected and framed professionally as
representation of the winners. The
work is hung on permanent display on
the 2nd floor outside administrative
offices and counseling office as a way
of recognizing our scholarship winners.
Oak Park Area Arts Council
Scholarships: Each year the Arts
Council grants from ten to twelve
$1,000 scholarships to graduating
seniors who are continuing their studies
in the fine and performing arts. These
scholarships are reviewed and granted
by a committee within the Oak Park
Area Arts Council.

For more information, contact the Fine
and Applied Arts Division Head

What is the Danny Davis Artistic
Discovery Contest and Reception?
Representative Danny Davis, 7th
Congressional distict, hosts a contest each
year for high school art students. The
contest is designed to promote arts among
young people while preserving cultural
heritage and the creative spirit of high
school students. It features paintings,
drawings, and prints. Students are
selected from OPRFHS art show in April and
then invited to a reception with family
members in late April/early May each year.
What are the scholarships available to
students who are in Visual Arts program?
• Carl Kraft Scholarships: for senior
students ($2,000 each): Three
scholarships are granted each year to
advanced senior year students that
must be pursuing visual art studies as a
college major. These scholarships are
decided by the art department faculty
on the basis of portfolio work,
contributions to the department,

Ms. Sarah Roodhouse
sroodhouse@oprfhs.org
708.434.3297
or
Visual Arts Department Chair
Ms. Melinda Novotny
mnovotny@oprfhs.org
708.434.3392
Please visit: www.oprfhs.org
to see Visual Art classes and
descriptions, scope and sequence,
Frequently Asked Questions, and “Best
of the Year” works
http://www.oprfhs.org/visualarts/index.cfm#.UnULJoWliKs

