
Summer Reading for Incoming 6th-Grade Students

All incoming 6th-grade RTMS students are required to read at least one book from
the following list:

➢ Amari and the Night Brothers, by B.B. Alston
➢ A Thousand Questions, by Saadia Faruqi
➢ When Stars Are Scattered, by Victoria Jamieson & Omar Mohamed
➢ All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer Team,

by Christina Soontornvat
➢ Scritch Scratch, by Lindsay Currie
➢ Wink, by Rob Harrell
➢ Chirp, by Kate Messner
➢ Before the Ever After, by Jacqueline Woodson

(** All of these books are from the 2023 Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Award list:
https://www.rebeccacaudill.org/images/2023/2023CaudillAuthorList.pdf. If there
is a book on the Caudill list that you would prefer to read, instead, you may choose
that book as your summer reading book.)

When you return to school in the fall, you will complete an assignment for ELA
class demonstrating your knowledge of the book that you read.

Just a couple of reminders:

● Books may be purchased at local bookstores or online.
● All books will be available at Mount Prospect Public Library. If your choice is

checked out, you may put it on hold and or find it at another public library.
● Read more than one book if you’d like!
● If you have any questions, please email RTMS Librarian Ms. Milos at

rmilos@rtsd26.org.

Have a wonderful summer, and happy reading!
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Summer Reading for Incoming 7th-Grade Students

All incoming 7th-grade RTMS students are required to read at least one book from
the following list:

➢ When Stars Are Scattered, by Victoria Jamieson & Omar Mohamed
➢ Miscalculations of Lightning Girl, by Stacy McAnulty
➢ Other Words for Home, by Jasmine Warga

AELA students are ALSO required to read the novel The Last Cuentista, by Donna
Barba Higuera (so 2 books in total).

When you return to school in the fall, you will complete an assignment for ELA
class demonstrating your knowledge of the book(s) that you read.

Just a couple of reminders:

● Books may be purchased at local bookstores or online.
● All books will be available at Mount Prospect Public Library. If your choice is

checked out, you may put it on hold and or find it at another public library.
● Read more than one book if you’d like!
● If you have any questions, please email Ms. Milos at rmilos@rtsd26.org.

Have a wonderful summer, and happy reading!
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Summer Reading for Incoming 8th-Grade Students

All students should read at least one book/novel this summer. If you are not interested in one of
the books suggested below, please choose a grade-level appropriate book that peaks your
interest.

The idea of a hero is a major theme in 8th grade; below are some suggestions that may be of
interest to you.

● I Will Always Write Back by Martin
Ganda and Caitlin Alifirenka

● Rules of the Road by Joan Bauer
● Crossover by Alexander Kwame
● Unstoppable by Tim Greene
● Okay for Now by Gary Schmidt
● Ghost by Jason Reynolds
● All Rights Reserved by Gregory Scott

Katsoulis
● 42 is Not Just a Number: The Odyssey

of Jackie Robinson, American Hero by
Doreen Rappaport

● Red Bandanna by Tom Rinaldi

Another option is to choose one of the books below, all of which have appeared on Award lists.
Legendborn (winner of the 2023 Lincoln Award) will appeal to students who enjoy fantasy; The
Fountains of Silence (a 2020 California Young Readers Award winner) will appeal to students
who like to read historical fiction with a touch of romance; and students who prefer to read
nonfiction may enjoy The Woman All Spies Fear (YALSA’s Award for Excellence in Nonfiction
finalist, 2022).

● Legendborn, by Tracy Deonn
● The Fountains of Silence, by Ruta

Sepetys
● The Woman All Spies Fear: Code

breaker Elizebeth Smith Friedman and
her hidden life, by Amy Butler
Greenfield

Whichever book you decide on, please be prepared to discuss it when you return on the first day
of school. Know the following information:

● The title and author of the book
● The genre of literature it is (realistic fiction, nonfiction, historical fiction, memoir, etc.)
● The major elements of literature (setting, plot, character, theme, etc.)


