Welcome to Nativity!
We hope you will find a place of comfort, consolation and encouragement; a place where you will meet Christ in
a community of faithful and they will find Christ in you. If you have any questions about Nativity, please contact
any of the staff below and they will be glad to help.

August 22, 2021
Parish Staff

Mass Schedule
Saturday
Sunday
Weekday: Tuesday & Friday
Reconciliation—Saturdays
Reconciliation—First Friday
(and Adoration)

4:30 pm
11:00 am
8:15 am
3:00-4:00 pm
9:00--9:30 am

Contact Us
Parish Office (513) 531-3164
5935 Pandora Avenue ⦁ Cincinnati, OH 45213
parish@nativity-cincinnati.org
School—Grades K-8 (513) 458-6767
school@nativity-cincinnati.org
St. Vincent de Paul (513) 531-0283

Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months
prior to desired date to schedule a meeting with the
Pastor

Mobile Devices
Please turn off all mobile devices upon entering the
church. Thank you!

Parish Office Summer Hours
Please call before stopping by to ensure there will
be someone available to assist you.

Fr. Eric Roush-Pastor
Mrs. Sharon Kindell-Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Mr. Rudy Gruenke IV-Systems & Special Projects
Sr. Janet Schneider, CDP-DRE/Pastoral Associate
Mr. John Puljanowski-Accounts Manager
Mrs. Julie Abraham-Development Director
Mr. Thomas Franklin-Music Ministry
Mrs. Lisa McCoy-Principal
Mrs. Micki Spencer-Assistant to the Principal
Mrs. Mary Lennard-Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Baptism
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism.
There are no baptisms during Lent. Attendance at the
preparation program is required before a first child’s
Baptism. To sign up for the Baptism Program please
contact Sr. Janet Schneider.

Hearing Enhancement Equipment
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help
you hear the service. An usher would be happy to
assist you. Please return the unit after the service.

This Week at Nativity
Sunday, August 22
9:00 am
Mass — Holy Trinity Church
11:00 am Mass — Nativity
12pm
Meet the Teacher/Supply Drop Off
Monday, August 23
8:15am
Mass — Holy Trinity
Tuesday, August 24
8:15 am
Mass — Nativity
2pm
First Day of School dismissal

Wednesday, August 25
9:30 am
Wednesday Wonderings
Thursday, August 26
8:15 am
Mass — Holy Trinity Church
Friday, August 27
8:15 am
Mass — Nativity

Sunday, August 22
11:00 am — For the People
Tuesday, August 24
8:15 am — Rev Thomas SchmidtFranciscan Brothers
Friday, August 27
8:15 am — Mary Rumanello-Dennis
& Jan Cook
Saturday, August 28
4:30 pm — Albin & Vera Mapps &
Family

Lector Minister Schedule
Saturday ● August 21 — 4:30 pm
Sr. Carren Herring & Beth Gunderson

Saturday, August 28
3:00 pm
Confessions — Nativity Chapel
4:30 pm
Mass — Nativity

Please
Pray

Sick & Shut-ins
Bill Bach
Reid Baumgartner
Liz Bellew
Ray Renie
Dottie Brinker
Kathy Chalfin
Barbara Cottrell
Diana DeRhodes
Declan Donovan
Stella Evans
Barry Funk
Ruth Haskamp
Barbara Iaciofano
Jim Kaufman
Fr. Ray Kellerman
Claire Leist
Mary Sue Loftus

Al/Mary Lou Matre
Mary McErlane
Gretchen Niswonger
Mary Anne & Tom Phalen
Ron Rulon
Sr. Joan Schimian
Debbie Schneider
Maureen Sullivan
Carl Udry
Jan Weaver
Mary Zenk

Friends & Family
William Baker
Mark Behring
Sally Bowron
Aaron Bradford
Evie Cain
Sheila & Stephanie Caldwell
Rosie Dechering
James Doolittle
Bob Finn
Rick Holtz
John Mack

Sunday ● August 22 — 11:00
Michael Mohr & Deborah Casey
Beverly Manigan
Doug Martin
Bob Mitchell
Greg Morley
David Palmer
Marlene Rector
Holly Rough
Sue Ryan
Susan Shakelford
Bernie Smith
Candace Smith
Mary Ellen Spaite
Mike Tebbe
Caleb Traxler
Mary Williams
Craig Wrober
Remember those who have
died. Please keep their families
in your prayers.

SUNDAY— August 15, 2021

Our Stewardship
Church Offerings
Regular Collection
School Support
Online Collection
Total Offerings
Budget
Over/Under

August 8
$4,985.00
80.00
495.00
5,560.00
10,900.00
(5,340.00)

Fiscal YTD
$25,266.00
649.00
17,975.00
43,890.00
65,400.00
(21,510.00)

August 15
$3,177.00
20.00
2,386.00
5,583.00
10,900.00
(5,317.00)

Fiscal YTD
$28,443.00
669.00
20,361.00
49,473.00
76,300.00
(26,827.00)

If you are traveling this summer, we ask that you consider supporting Nativity through an online donation. With WeShare, you can set up
regular weekly or monthly donations, meaning we can count on your financial support for the day-to-day operation of our parish and school,
even if you can’t join us in the pews on Sunday. If you’ve already signed up for a recurring donation, thank you! If not, please take a moment
to sign up. To donate to Sunday Collection, go to https://nativity-cincinnati.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/SundayCollection click on
Recurring Donation and indicate the amount, frequency and payment type.
To donate to School support, go to https://nativity-cincinnati.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/SchoolCollection click on Recurring Donation
and indicate the amount, frequency and payment type. For information, contact Julie Abraham, Director of Development, at
julie.abraham@nativity-cincinnati.org or 513-531-3164. Thank you for your continued support of Nativity throughout the summer months!

Have you considered a Will Bequest to the Parish? When you make provisions to support
Nativity in your estate plans, such as through a will bequest, you are making a contribution
that provides for the future of your Faith...the church that baptized you, provided the
sacraments to you, and educated your children or grandchildren through school or religious
education program. Through your will you may choose to leave the parish: a percentage of
your estate, a fixed dollar amount, a specific piece of property, etc. If you would like
additional information regarding Planned Giving, please contact Julie Abraham, our
Development Director at: julie.abraham@nativity-cincinnati.org
Parents of School-Age Children: The MagnifiKids booklet is available for children as an aid to participation
in the Sunday Liturgy. The prayers and readings for the Mass are given with vocabulary assistance. There
are also brief articles for home prayers and always an activity for fun on the back page. These booklets are
great for children in gr. 1-6 but can be taken and used for any children. They are on the bulletin holders at
the main entrance of church.
Parents, we are also planning to reinstate altar servers at Mass as soon as school reopens. If your child
(ren), grs 4 and up, are interested in serving for week-end Masses and the Tuesday school Mass, please
email mbcain14@gmail.com. A special thanks to Mrs. Molly Cain who has volunteered to coordinate this
ministry (yes, 2nd grade teacher Mr. Cain’s wife!).
HOLD THE DATE for a Service Day:
Saturday, Oct. 9 at the Caring Place

Catherine Atkins
Beau Atkins
Lucia Atkins
Stone Harris
June Harris
Kent Harris

Baseball legend Yogi Berra is famous for having said, “When you come to a fork in the road, take it!”
We all make choices on which direction to go in life. The road less traveled. A path not taken. What would
our lives be like if we’d made different choices? How might our life be different in the fork up ahead that
we choose now?
In this weekend’s gospel reading, concluding our series on the Bread of Life discourse in John chapter 6,
those listening to Jesus, including the apostles, have a choice to make. In which direction will their lives
go, with Jesus or without him? Either choice has lasting consequences. The life Jesus offers is, indeed,
abundant because it is his own divine, eternal life of love and joy.
An excellent meditation on this is found in Pope St. John Paul II's encyclical The Gospel of Life. To paraphrase, the life which the Son of God came to give to us cannot be reduced to mere existence in time.
The life which was always "in him" and which is the "light of men" (John 1:4) consists in being begotten of
God and sharing in the fullness of his love: "To all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God" (John 1:12-13).
Sometimes Jesus refers to this life which he came to give simply as "life", and he presents being born of
God as a necessary condition if man is to attain the end for which God has created him: "Unless one is
born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). To give this life is the real object of Jesus'
mission: He is the one who "comes down from heaven, and gives life to the world" (John 6:33). Thus can
Jesus truly say: "He who follows me...will have the light of life" (John 8:12).
At other times, Jesus speaks of "eternal life". Here the adjective does more than merely open a perspective which is beyond time. The life which Jesus promises and gives is "eternal" because it is a full participation in the life of the "Eternal One". Whoever believes in Jesus and enters into communion with him
has eternal life (cf. John 3:15; 6:40) because he or she hears from Jesus the only words which reveal and
communicate to human existence the fullness of life. These are the "words of eternal life" which Peter
acknowledges in his confession of faith: "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life;
and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God" (John 6:68-69). Jesus
himself, addressing the Father in the high priestly prayer, declares in what eternal life consists: "This is
eternal life, that they may know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent" (John
17:3).
Fr.Eric
Prayer for Vocations
Almighty Father, You have created us for some definite purpose. Grant us the grace to know the path You have planned for us in
this life and to respond with a generous “Yes.” Make our archdiocese, parishes, homes and hearts fruitful ground for Your gift of
vocations. May our young people respond to Your call with courage and zeal. Stir among our men a desire and the strength to be
good and holy priests. Bless us with consecrated religious and those called to a chaste single life, permanent deacons, and faithful
husbands and wives, who are a sign of Christ’s love for His Church. We commend our prayer for vocations to You, Father, through
the intercession of Mary our Mother, in the Holy Spirit, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Beacons of Light
What is the difference between a pastoral region and a Family of Parishes?
Many of the 210 parishes in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati have been grouped together in pastoral regions since the early
2000's. Pastoral regions have sometimes been led by a single pastor, or at times, multiple pastors have led parishes within
a region with a plan to transition to a single pastor over time. While the original plans for pastoral regions did include
occasional elements of unified ministry and parish life, the reality is that in most pastoral regions each parish has remained
autonomous and there has been little collaboration between them. As one pastor noted at a meeting, "the only thing my
parishes have in common is me."
The plan for Families of Parishes is different. The parishes in the Family will have a common pastor and will be
characterized by collaboration and shared resources. A parochial vicar (or multiple parochial vicars) or retired priest may
also serve a Family of Parishes. From July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2027 the Family of Parishes will work together with the goal
of becoming a single parish under canon law. This will allow the proper and responsible combining of finances as well as ministries. It might be helpful to think of
it as one household.
Christian family exists to generate life and deepen the companionship between believers as they journey toward their common destiny, intimate and unceasing
union with the Blessed Trinity. This is true not only of our individual families, but also of our parish families. Every family, including a parish family, has a mission
to build up the Church and advance the Kingdom of God in the world; to be a community of love in which people experience a sense of belonging; and, to be a
sign of hope, a beacon of light.

Together-Presence: Physical v. Virtual
Anyone who has spent significant time away from loved ones knows that connecting through a video call just isn’t the same. We want to touch
them, hear the nuances in their voice, linger in their physical presence. Similarly, and more importantly, viewing Mass on television or via social
media just isn’t the same as participating in person. While at times watching Mass is the only option available to us due to illness or other serious
circumstances, it is good for us to remember that Jesus came to us in human form-in flesh and blood-so that we could more fully grasp the great
love that God has for humanity. When we gather together at the celebration of the Eucharist, we hear God’s word, feel the presence of Christ
with one another, touch and taste the very Body and Blood of the Lord.

Blue Mass celebrations are held throughout the United Stated, usually in a cathedral setting , to honor and pray for the men and women who serve our communities as Police, Fire and Safety personnel. The homily/sermon contains a message of appreciation, encouragement
and solidarity with the safety personnel as keepers of order in our civil society and honors tem for their value to all the people. Name of deceased
personnel from the previous year are read aloud during the liturgy.
The Blue Mass occurs annually in September (since 2005 in Cincinnati) because Catholic tradition looks upon St. Michael the Archangel as the
patron of Safety Personnel and his feast is celebrated each year on September 29th.
The Blue Mass is, as the name indicates, a Mass, the typical Catholic worship service, Others who are not Catholic are cordially welcome to join
with the Catholic community in this honoring of and praying for all of our safety personnel regardless of faith or denomination .. Many safety
agencies send representatives and their safety vehicles are positioned in front of the cathedral for a blessing prior to the Mass. Bagpipers play
and honor guards from Police, Fire and Sheriff’ Departments lead participants into the cathedral for the service.
Refreshments and fellowship follow the service and are open to the whole community.

Festival Yard Signs
Will be in the back of church starting this weekend, Since the Festival will only be 2 days, we have printed a sticker you can put on the existing
sign to cover the days. If you have a sign at home please make sure to take 2 stickers (one for each side) and update your Festival Yard Sign.
Grand Raffle
Check your mailbox! Grand Raffle tickets will be mailed to all parishioners and school families this coming week. If you need additional tickets
please contact the Parish Office.
Festival Volunteers are still needed!
Many of the Fall Fest booths have volunteer shifts available on SignUpGenius. Sign up for a shift or two before all the good shifts are taken!
Invite your friends to volunteer with you, It is a wonderful way to share our Nativity Community with Pleasant Ridge and Greater Cincinnatu. We
aappreciate everyone’s help to make the Fakk Fest happen!
To sign up, go to the Festival Website (www.nativityfallfest.org) and click on volunteer.

To know God, Our Father, and his Son, incarnate in Jesus, is to accept the mystery of the loving communion
of the Holy Trinity (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit) into one's own life, which even now is open to
eternal life because it shares in the life of God. Or, as Fr. John Riccardo puts it, "Heaven starts now." This can
be difficult to remember, or completely believe, when we're at a particularly difficult part on the trail. This will
likely be a challenge for many, including me, as the Beacons of Light process unfolds before us. However, the
truth remains the same, Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever. He is "the way, and the truth, and
the life" (John 14:6). So, in a sense, the choice is simple: Jesus. There's only one good fork to take.

