Welcome to Nativity!
We hope you will find a place of comfort, consolation and encouragement; a place where you will meet Christ in
a community of faithful and they will find Christ in you. If you have any questions about Nativity, please contact
any of the staff below and they will be glad to help.

January 3, 2021 – Epiphany of the Lord
Mass Schedule
Saturday
Sunday
Weekday: Tuesday & Friday
Reconciliation—Saturdays
Reconciliation—First Friday
(and Adoration)

Parish Staff
4:30 pm
11:00 am
8:15 am
3:00-4:00 pm
9:00--9:30 am

Contact Us
Parish Office (513) 531-3164
5935 Pandora Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45213
parish@nativity-cincinnati.org
School—Grades K-8 (513) 458-6767
school@nativity-cincinnati.org

Fr. Eric Roush-Pastor
Mrs. Sharon Kindell-Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Mr. Rudy Gruenke IV-Systems & Special Projects
Sr. Janet Schneider, CDP-DRE/Pastoral Associate
Mr. John Puljanowski-Accounts Manager
Mrs. Julie Abraham-Development Director
Mr. Thomas Franklin-Music Ministry
Mr. Dave Arbogast-Principal
Mrs. Claudia Kimura-School Secretary
Mrs. Mary Lennard-Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Baptism

Marriage

Please contact the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism.
There are no baptisms during Lent. Attendance at the
preparation program is required before a first child’s
Baptism. To sign up for the Baptism Program please
contact Sr. Janet Schneider.

Please contact the Parish Office at least six months
prior to desired date to schedule a meeting with the
Pastor

Hearing Enhancement Equipment

St. Vincent de Paul (513) 531-0283

Mobile Devices
Please turn off all mobile devices upon entering the
church. Thank you!

Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help
you hear the service. An usher would be happy to
assist you. Please return the unit after the service.

This Week at Nativity
Sunday, January 3, 2021
11:00am Mass………………...Church
12:00 noon Baptism Program—Please contact
Sr. Janet Schneider for details
Monday, January 4
Tuesday, January 5
No Morning Mass

Mass Intentions
Sunday, January 3, 2021
11:00am
For the People
Tuesday, January 5
No Mass Today

Wednesday, January 6

Friday, January 8
No Mass Today

Thursday, January 7
Friday, January 8
No Morning Mass

Saturday, January 9
4:30pm
Celebrant Intentions

Saturday, January 9
3:00pm Confession……...Day Chapel - PO
(until 4:00pm)
4:30pm Mass……………….Church
PO—Parish Office
POB—Parish Office Basement

Minister Schedule
Saturday ● 4:30 pm January 9
Lectors
TBA
Sunday ● 11:00 am
Lectors
TBA

Please
Pray

Sick & Shut-ins
Bill Bach
Reid Baumgartner
Liz Bellew
Mary Jo Beresford
Dottie Brinker
Eugene Carlson
Kathy Chalfin
Barbara Cottrell

Diana DeRhodes
Declan Donovan
Stella Evans
Barry Funk
Jim Kaufman
Fr. Ray Kellerman
Anthony Le
Mary Sue Loftus
Al/Mary Lou Matre
Mary McErlane
Gretchen Niswonger
Ron Rulon
Sr. Joan Schimian
Debbie Schneider
Maureen Sullivan
Carl Udry
Bob Valerius
Jan Weaver
Friends & Family
Mark Behring
Sally Bowron

January 10

Aaron Bradford
Sheila Caldwell
James Doolittle
Bob Finn
Rick Holtz
John Mack
Doug Martin
Bob Mitchell
Ellen Molloy
Greg Morley
David Palmer
Holly Rough
Rick Seivers
Susan Shakelford
Mary Ellen Spaite
Mike Tebbe
Mary Williams
Craig Wrober

From the Pastor’s Desk
“Star light, star bright, first star I see tonight, I wish I may, I wish I might, have this wish I wish tonight.”
What did the Magi wish for when they left their homes to follow a star? How in their wishing did they
come to be known as wise men? On the face of it, three wealthy men dropped everything to pack up
and take a long and dangerous journey bringing perfume, money, and embalming materials for a baby
that they didn't even know before they left. That doesn’t exactly exude wisdom.
What makes these magi wise is their willingness to be on the lookout for God and respond to his
will in their lives. As stargazers, they read the book of Creations, seeing the Creator’s imprint on the
constellations. Not everyone is so receptive to God's world or His plans for them. This weekend’s
Gospel tells us about three different reactions to the dawn of Christ’s light through the Incarnation: that
of the scribes, of King Herod, and of the Magi. The scribes were highly educated men reacting to the
news with little more than abstract academic interest. They know enough to say where the Son of God
is, but they lack the faith or will to act on this information. This laxity lurks in each of our lives. It is
more comfortable to know about Christ in an intellectual sense than it is to actively develop a deeply
personal relationship with Him.
And yet, not all action is equally good, as we can see from King Herod’s response. He’s a shrewd
character, wise in the merely worldly sense. Even worse than displaying a hollow academic interest in
Jesus, his concerns about the Christ-child are based entirely on self-interest. Herod does not see Jesus
for who he is but instead views him as an obstacle to living life his own way. This petty king embodies
the truly pitiful attitude of clinging so tightly to our desires that we cannot open our hands to receive
the great gifts that God wishes to give. Herod does not see the Savior of the world that comes to take
away our sins; he sees a challenger to his throne. The tragic irony is that Herod's status as ruler of his
kingdom is nothing in comparison to becoming a child in the Kingdom of God.
Standing in stark contrast to both of these mistaken attitudes about Jesus is that of the wise men,
who burst onto the scene saying “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We have come to do him
homage.” They immediately recognize the need to worship the Lord. Their response is a lesson in
faith; leaving their familiar home while risking everything for a child that they've never met. The magi
look beyond mere facts to the mystery of the person of Jesus Christ. This is true wisdom. It is judged
not by the world's standards, which are fickle and ever-changing, but by a willingness to place Christ
as the shining star at the center of life.
Reflecting with the wise men, what do we wish for from Jesus? Is there wisdom in our wishing? Each
time we gather around the altar to receive Christ in the Eucharist, may our wish be to welcome the
Lord with the same zeal and dedication as that of the wise men; then depart by another way becoming
beacons of light radiating Christ to the world. What more could we wish for?
Fr. Eric

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Our Stewardship
Church Offerings
Dec. 20, 2020
Fiscal YTD
Regular Collection……………………….4,260.68…………….143,527.27
School Support………………………………………0…………………5,341.00
Online Collection……………………………667.00……………...95,762.39
Total Offerings……………………………..4,927.68…………..244,630.66
Budget .............................................10,900.00…………...272,500.00
Over/Under Budget…………….……..(5,972.32)…………...(27,869.34)

Christmas
Fiscal YTD
3,637.00…………………. 147,164.27
0……………………. 5,341.00
0………………….. 95,762.39
3,637.00………………... 248,267.66
15,000.00………………... 287,500.00
11,363.00………………... (39,232.34)

Your donation to “Building Our Community” Annual Fund
helps provide for COVID-related expenses
Most would agree that 2020 will be a year to remember! In particular,
we experienced a pandemic that most have not seen in their lifetime.
COVID-19 exposed our strengths and vulnerabilities. Nativity is called
to be a beacon of light pointing to Christ in our community. As a result
of the pandemic, Nativity increased its efforts to serve Nativity
families and the community at large. The 2020-2021 “Building Our
Community” Annual Fund goals were created in response to the
pandemic. Your contribution to this year's Annual Fund will help
provide a COVID Relief Fund to pay for unexpected expenses in
school, live-streaming in the church, a fire detection system in the
parish office building, tuition aid for school families, and assistance to
our local neighbors in need. Questions regarding the Annual Fund
may be directed to Jason Moser, chairperson, at
Jason.moser@fmr.com. To donate to the “Building Our Community”
annual fund, go to https://nativity-cincinnati.weshareonline.org/
AnnualFund or make a check out to Nativity Annual Fund, and mail it
to Nativity, 5935 Pandora Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45213. We thank you
in advance for your continued support of Nativity!
In an effort to keep our faith community safe and
healthy, we are inviting parishioners to purchase their
own personal copies of the “Breaking Bread” Missal for
use at home or in church. Bring it with you to Mass and
take it home with you after each Mass. To purchase
your copy, please call or stop by the parish office to
make arrangements for pickup. Cost is $10 per Missal.
THE CATHOLIC EDUCATION FOUNDATION
for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati is once again providing
needs-based tuition assistance to elementary school
students for the 2021-2022 school year. Applications will be
accepted through February 8, 2021. For more information
and to apply, please visit catholicbestchoice.org.

