Welcome to Nativity!
We hope you will find a place of comfort, consolation and encouragement; a place where you will meet Christ in
a community of faithful and they will find Christ in you. If you have any questions about Nativity, please contact
any of the staff below and they will be glad to help.

January 31, 2021
Mass Schedule
Saturday
Sunday
Weekday: Tuesday & Friday
Reconciliation—Saturdays
Reconciliation—First Friday
(and Adoration)

Parish Staff
4:30 pm
11:00 am
8:15 am
3:00-4:00 pm
9:00--9:30 am

Contact Us
Parish Office (513) 531-3164
5935 Pandora Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45213
parish@nativity-cincinnati.org
School—Grades K-8 (513) 458-6767
school@nativity-cincinnati.org

St. Vincent de Paul (513) 531-0283

Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months
prior to desired date to schedule a meeting with the
Pastor

Mobile Devices
Please turn off all mobile devices upon entering the
church. Thank you!

Fr. Eric Roush-Pastor
Fr. Tom DiFolco-Parochial Administrator
Mrs. Sharon Kindell-Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Mr. Rudy Gruenke IV-Systems & Special Projects
Sr. Janet Schneider, CDP-DRE/Pastoral Associate
Mr. John Puljanowski-Accounts Manager
Mrs. Julie Abraham-Development Director
Mr. Thomas Franklin-Music Ministry
Mr. Dave Arbogast-Principal
Mrs. Claudia Kimura-School Secretary
Mrs. Mary Lennard-Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Baptism
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism.
There are no baptisms during Lent. Attendance at the
preparation program is required before a first child’s
Baptism. To sign up for the Baptism Program please
contact Sr. Janet Schneider.

Hearing Enhancement Equipment
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help
you hear the service. An usher would be happy to
assist you. Please return the unit after the service.

This Week at Nativity
Sunday, January 31, 2021
11:00am Mass………………...Church
Monday, February 1

Sunday, January 31, 2021
11:00am — Elmer Ruschman

Tuesday, February 2
8:15am Mass………………………...Church
Wednesday, February 3
9:30am Wednesday Wonderings — Virtual

Thursday, February 4
9:30am Catechesis of Good Shepherd — POB
4:30pm Catechesis - BOW — PO
Friday, February 5
There will be no 8:15am Mass today
Saturday, February 6
3:00pm Confession……...Day Chapel — PO
(until 4:00pm)
4:30pm Mass………………..Church
PO—Parish Office
POB—Parish Office Basement

Please
Pray

Sick & Shut-ins
Bill Bach
Reid Baumgartner
Liz Bellew
Mary Jo Beresford
Dottie Brinker
Eugene Carlson
Kathy Chalfin
Barbara Cottrell

Diana DeRhodes
Declan Donovan
Stella Evans
Barry Funk
Jim Kaufman
Fr. Ray Kellerman
Mary Sue Loftus
Al/Mary Lou Matre
Mary McErlane
Gretchen Niswonger
Ron Rulon
Sr. Joan Schimian
Debbie Schneider
Maureen Sullivan
Carl Udry
Bob Valerius
Jan Weaver

Friends & Family
William Baker
Mark Behring
Sally Bowron

(Birthday Remembrance)

Tuesday, February 2
8:15am — Molly Matre
Friday, February 5
8:15am — Leonard Bowman
Saturday, February 6
4:30pm — Mark Beckman
(1 Year Anniversary)

Minister Schedule
Saturday ● 4:30 pm February 6
Lectors
Bob Herring, Martha Fuller
Sunday ● 11:00 am February 7
Lectors
John Finn, Patti Newberry
Please remember those who
have died, especially Ron
Blankenbuehler. Please keep
his family in your prayers.
Aaron Bradford
Sheila Caldwell
James Doolittle
Bob Finn
Rick Holtz
John Mack
Doug Martin
Bob Mitchell
Greg Morley
David Palmer
Holly Rough
Rick Seivers
Susan Shakelford
Mary Ellen Spaite
Mike Tebbe
Mary Williams
Craig Wrober

From the Pastor’s Desk
As we approach the anniversary of COVID in Cincinnati, I wanted to take time to thank everyone. To say that
the past twelve months have been challenging is an understatement. The suspension of public Masses from
March through May 2020 was astonishing and heartbreaking. And yet, the Lord abides with His people
always. He makes a way for His grace in extraordinary times and circumstances.
On a personal note, I want to thank everyone for their support, especially the many kind notes I received
during the Christmas season. It is humbling to know that so many are praying for me and thinking of the
challenges of pastoral leadership in a time of pandemic. I must admit, the past year has been difficult for me.
In fact, I recently had to acknowledge that it has taken a heavier toll than I realized. I’m in need of additional
help to navigate the path ahead.
At the recommendation of my therapist, with whom I’ve been meeting since 2018, I’ve requested and been
granted by the Archbishop a three-month sabbatical to pursue more intensive treatment for anxiety. On
February 1st, Fr. Tom DiFolco, a retired priest of the Archdiocese, will be the temporary administrator while
I’m away. Fr. DiFolco will assume responsibility for my calendar, including all scheduled Masses, weddings,
baptisms and other celebrations from February through April. He will also keep regular meetings with staff,
Pastoral Council, and Finance Council at both parishes. I will celebrate the Nativity school Mass on February
2nd, then begin my leave.
This announcement may come as a surprise to many. It may be awaking worry for some on a number of
levels. Given all that the Church as a whole has been through with priests over the last two decades, I want
to be clear about a few things: First, I love being a priest and am convinced that it is my vocation. It is indeed
for this very reason that I’m seeking healing so that I can be a more effective and fruitful priest and pastor.
Second, I am not requesting a new assignment. I intend to return to be your pastor to share the joys and
sorrows of life with our common hope in Jesus. Third, this sabbatical is something that I requested and has
not been ordered by the Archbishop or anyone else. I sincerely thank Archbishop Schnurr for responding to
my request with heartfelt concern and for his ongoing support. My thanks, too, to Fr. Tom DiFolco for
sacrificing three months of his retirement so that the Holy Trinity/Nativity pastoral region can continue with
confidence under competent leadership while I’m away.

This will be an adjustment and more change in a time that has been too full of changes already. However,
this is the next right step. I thank you for your continued prayers for me and know that I will be praying for
you all. The Lord is with you always, as He has promised: “And behold, I am with you always, until the end of
the age” (Matthew 28:20).
May the Lord Jesus make the next three months a time of greater refreshment, light, and peace for
everyone.

Fr. Eric
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Our Stewardship
Church Offerings
Regular Collection
School Support
Online Collection
Total Offerings
Budget
Over/Under Budget

January 17, 2021
6,190.00
255.00
2,596.00
9,041.00
10,900.00
(1,859.00)

Fiscal YTD
177,314.77
6,896.00
111,978.39
296,189.16
331,100.00
(34,910.84)

January 24, 2021
6,544.00
150.00
507.00
7,201.00
10,900.00
(3,699.00)

Fiscal YTD
183,858.77
7,046.00
112,485.39
303,390.16
342,000.00
(38,609.84)

Recurring donations provide consistency to cover the cost of the day-to-day operations of the Nativity Parish
supporting parish ministries, and allow an easy way for you to give using your credit card or checking/savings
account! Simply visit https://sundaycollection.nativity-cincinnati.org/ and click on Recurring Donation and indicate the amount, frequency and payment type. For information, contact Julie Abraham, Director of Development,
at julie.abraham@nativity-cincinnati.org or 513-531-3164. Your regular participation in supporting Nativity Parish
ministries matters. Thank you for your support! *If you would like a statement of your total contributions
for 2020, please contact the Parish Office and we will be happy to send you a copy.

“Building Our Community” 2020-2021 Annual Fund has reached 75% of its
$100,000 goal!!!

Many thanks to the 98 Nativity families who collectively contributed $75,000 to the “Building
Our Community” Annual Fund. The Nativity Annual Fund is the primary source of funding
for capital expenditures in our school and church. Your contribution to this year’s annual
fund will help provide a COVID Relief Fund to pay for unexpected expenses in school; livestreaming in the church; a fire detection system in the parish office building; tuition aid for
school families; and assistance to our local neighbors in need. If you’ve not yet contributed
to the annual fund, please consider making a donation to help us reach our $100,000 goal.
To donate please go to https://nativity-cincinnati.weshareonline.org/AnnualFund or make a
check out to Nativity Annual Fund, and mail it to Nativity, 5935 Pandora Avenue, Cincinnati,
OH 45213. For more information, contact annual fund chair, Jason Moser at
Jason.moser@fmr.com Thank you for your continued support of Nativity!

New Student Applications
Our new student application process begins on February 1st at 9:00 am.
If you have a child who will be in Kindergarten or any grade in the fall,
please complete the request information form on the school website so we can send you information on the
1st. Priority consideration is given to current families and parish members.
The St. Vincent De Paul Society would like to spread the word about a free program for eligible
households. People Working Cooperatively (PWC), a non-profit organization, is offering weatherization
services for lower income families that could save 20-30 % on Duke Energy bills. For renters: PWC can
check and clean the furnace, change out old incandescent bulbs with new high efficiency LED bulbs,
and install weather-stripping around doors and windows. For homeowners/buyers: PWC will not only
clean the furnace, but tune and repair it, and will do the same for the refrigerator if the homeowner
owns it. If the furnace cannot be repaired, PWC can replace it for free. They can also install weatherstripping and blow insulation into the walls and attic if needed. In some homes, PWC can wrap pipes
and hot water tanks as well. Every job is evaluated on a case-by-case basis. It’s a free service, and it
helps keep homes warm in the winter and cool in the summer. When folks just say, “no, I’m not interested,” the question is
“Why in the world wouldn’t you do it?” You can contact PWC at 513-351-7921. To learn more, go to www.pwchomerepairs.org/
services.

2021 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL (CMA)
Next weekend is Commitment Weekend for the 2021 Catholic Ministries Appeal.
Please join with Catholics in every parish throughout our archdiocese who are standing
with local, Catholic ministries serving people right here in our communities. These ministries
depend on our help each year! Nativity’s parish goal is $27,171.00. You can mail your pledge
card or bring it to Mass next weekend. For more information about the CMA or to donate
online, visit www.AOCstewardship.org. Thank you!

Lent Program at Nativity
What is happiness?

Why do things that we expect to fulfill us not do so?
Why are we here?
The Search is an award-winning video-based series that explores fundamental questions and mysteries. We are offering
this series as our Lenten study this year. Each participant will watch the video on their own then join together on Google
Meet for a 45-minute conversation with a group on either Tuesday or Thursday evening. (Time TBD)

