Welcome to Nativity!
We hope you will find a place of comfort, consolation and encouragement; a place where you will meet Christ in
a community of faithful and they will find Christ in you. If you have any questions about Nativity, please contact
any of the staff below and they will be glad to help.

March 21, 2021
Mass Schedule
Saturday
Sunday
Weekday: Tuesday & Friday
Reconciliation—Saturdays
Reconciliation—First Friday
(and Adoration)

Parish Staff
4:30 pm
11:00 am
8:15 am
3:00-4:00 pm
9:00--9:30 am

Contact Us
Parish Office (513) 531-3164
5935 Pandora Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45213
parish@nativity-cincinnati.org
School—Grades K-8 (513) 458-6767
school@nativity-cincinnati.org

St. Vincent de Paul (513) 531-0283

Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months
prior to desired date to schedule a meeting with the
Pastor

Mobile Devices
Please turn off all mobile devices upon entering the
church. Thank you!

Fr. Eric Roush-Pastor
Fr. Tom DiFolco-Parochial Administrator
Mrs. Sharon Kindell-Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Mr. Rudy Gruenke IV-Systems & Special Projects
Sr. Janet Schneider, CDP-DRE/Pastoral Associate
Mr. John Puljanowski-Accounts Manager
Mrs. Julie Abraham-Development Director
Mr. Thomas Franklin-Music Ministry
Mr. Dave Arbogast-Principal
Mrs. Claudia Kimura-School Secretary
Mrs. Mary Lennard-Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Baptism
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism.
There are no baptisms during Lent. Attendance at the
preparation program is required before a first child’s
Baptism. To sign up for the Baptism Program please
contact Sr. Janet Schneider.

Hearing Enhancement Equipment
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help
you hear the service. An usher would be happy to
assist you. Please return the unit after the service.

This Week at Nativity
Sunday, March 21, 2021
11:00am Mass………………...Church
Monday, March 22

Sunday, March 21, 2021
11:00am —
For the People

Tuesday, March 23
8:15am
Mass…………………….Church
6:30pm
Pastoral Council—Virtual

Tuesday, March 23
8:15am — Margie Sheanshang

Wednesday, March 24
9:30am Wednesday Wonderings — Virtual

Friday, March 26
8:15am — Celebrant Intentions

Thursday, March 25
9:30am Catechesis of Good Shepherd — POB
4:30pm Catechesis - BOW — PO

Saturday, March 27
4:30pm — Dan Casey
Sunday, March 28
11:00am — For the People

Friday, March 26
8:15am Mass……………….Church
Saturday, March 27
3:00pm Confession……...Day Chapel — PO
(until 4:00pm)
4:30pm Mass………………..Church
PO—Parish Office
POB—Parish Office Basement

Please
Pray

Sick & Shut-ins
Bill Bach
Reid Baumgartner
Liz Bellew
Mary Jo Beresford
Dottie Brinker
Eugene Carlson
Kathy Chalfin
Barbara Cottrell
Diana DeRhodes

Minister Schedule
Saturday ● 4:30 pm March 27
Lectors

Mary Lennard, Bea Souder

Sunday ● 11:00 am

Lectors
Declan Donovan
Stella Evans
Barry Funk
Barbara Iaciofano
Jim Kaufman
Fr. Ray Kellerman
Mary Sue Loftus
Al/Mary Lou Matre
Mary McErlane
Gretchen Niswonger
Mary Anne & Tom Phalen
Ron Rulon
Sr. Joan Schimian
Debbie Schneider
Maureen Sullivan
Carl Udry
Bob Valerius
Jan Weaver

Friends & Family
William Baker
Mark Behring
Sally Bowron
Aaron Bradford

March 28

Beth Adkins, John Van Rens
Evie Cain
Sheila & Stephanie Caldwell
Rosie Dechering
James Doolittle
Bob Finn
Rick Holtz
John Mack
Doug Martin
Bob Mitchell
Greg Morley
David Palmer
Holly Rough
Susan Shakelford
Mary Ellen Spaite
Mike Tebbe
Mary Williams
Craig Wrober

Please remember
those who have died,
especially Margie
Sheanshang. Please
keep her family in your prayers.

MARCH 21, 2021 - FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Our Stewardship
Church Offerings
Regular Collection
School Support
Online Collection
Total Offerings
Budget
Over/Under Budget

March 14, 2021
7,941 .00
0
2,546.00
10,487.00
10,900.00
(413.00)

Fiscal YTD
231,998.77
7,736.00
144,665.39
384,400.16
418,300.00
(33,899.84)

Nativity Parish is dependent upon regular donations to help pay expenses associated with the day-to-day
operation of the parish and its programs. An online recurring donation allows you to make regular contributions
to Nativity Parish even when you’re not here, and allows Nativity to better budget for the year. If you’ve already
signed up for a recurring donation, thank you! If not, please consider signing up at https://
sundaycollection.nativity-cincinnati.org click on Recurring Donation and indicate the amount, frequency and
payment type. Your regular participation in supporting Nativity’s ministries matters! For information, contact
Julie Abraham, Director of Development, at julie.abraham@nativity-cincinnati.org or 513-531-3164.

*If you would like a statement of your total contributions for 2020, please
contact the Parish Office and we will be happy to send you a copy.

NATIVITY MULCH SALE 2021
SPRING IS ALMOST HERE! Now is the time to prepare for spring. The Nativity
Boosters’ Mulch Sale is back in full swing again this year. This Nativity Boosters
fundraiser raises money to help cover the cost of the great sports programs
Nativity provides to its students. The prices remain the same as last year, $4.75
for 2.0 cubic feet of high quality natural hardwood Black Platinum mulch with
FREE local delivery with a minimum 10 bag order - ($5 fee for orders less than 10
bags) on Saturday, May 1st. To order:
EASY Online Ordering and Payment, please click or copy the following link to take
you there: https://nativity-cincinnati.weshareonline.org/Mulch
Send an email with your order to mulchsale@athletics.nativity-cincinnati.org
Call the Mulch line at 513-655-7676.
Orders by email or phone made payable by check to Nativity Boosters.
Many hands make for light work! We are in GREAT need of trucks and workers (youth and adults) to volunteer for
the May 1st delivery. Contact 513-655-7676 if you are able to help or use our SignUp Genius page: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0945A4AA23A64-nativity2
Want to help contribute to the success of the Nativity Boosters in the future? We are looking for the next leaders of
this rewarding and great fundraiser. Please contact us at the phone number and email above.

Young Adult Ignatian Retreat

We could really use a few people who are
able and willing to serve as sacristan for
the 11:00am Sunday Mass. This simple
ministry involves lighting the candles at the
shrines and in the sanctuary and bringing
the sacred vessels out to the credence
table. It’s helpful to be at church about 15
minutes before Mass to do this. If you are
able to help out a few times a month,
please call Sr. Janet or Sharon at 531-3164.

Rooted in the Spiritual Exercises
of St. Ignatius of Loyola, this
weekend retreat, for men and
women in their 20s and 30s,
offers an exploration of the life, ministry, suffering, and
death of Jesus Christ. The retreat invites you to seek the
deep, intrinsic connection between Christ’s life and your
own, revealing how His ministry, suffering, and death bring
new life and meaning in your faith and your daily life. Fr.
Paul Lickteig, SJ will provide a series of presentations
designed to assist you with your prayer, reflection and
spiritual journey. The retreat will also include Mass,
Adoration, Reconciliation, Rosary, Silence, Small Group
Discussions, and Fellowship.
When: April 23 - 25, 2021

Where: Jesuit Spiritual Center at Milford
Cost: $275 includes private room and meals
Registration: jesuitspiritualcenter.com/youngadults
Call: Mary Ellen at 513.248.3500 ext. 10

Greetings Men of Holy Trinity/Nativity of Our Lord
Pastoral Region
We are starting back up our Holy Trinity Men’s Fellowship Group
for the enrichment of our spiritual growth as Fathers, Husbands,
Uncles, and Friends. We will meet on the 3rd Saturday of each
month at 8:00am at Holy Trinity Parish in the “Trinity Room.” If
you have any questions or would like additional information,
please contact Deacon Henry Jacquez at 513-366-4400 #109.

FOR THOSE WHO WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE COMMUNION ON
THE TONGUE, YOU MAY NOW DO SO. WE ASK ONLY THAT YOU
WAIT UNTIL THE END WHEN EVERYONE ELSE HAS RECEIVED
COMMUNION, AND THEN GO ONLY TO FR. TOM.
THANK YOU!

2021 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL (CMA)
If you have not yet made your pledge, please consider doing so. Nativity’s parish goal is $27,171. To date,
Nativity parishioners have donated $17,685 toward our goal. This puts us at 69% of our goal with 9%
participation. These important local ministries depend on our help each year. To make a donation online,
please visit: www.AOCstewardship.org Thank You for your generosity!!!

Communion Procession:
Nine months ago when we studied the changes
needed as a result of the pandemic we decided
on the following plan: There are two
Communion Ministers, the pastor and one
other. The pastor begins at the middle aisle
distributing Communion to those who sit on the
right side as you face the altar. He then moves
toward the right side (cry room) and distributes
to those sitting there. Simultaneously the other
minister begins on the far left side (near Mary
shrine) and moves from there to the middle
aisle to distribute to the people who are seated
on the left side of the main aisle. This plan helps
us keep social distancing. Volunteers distribute
hand sanitizer as people come out of their pews.

Easter Baptisms: We

have six children who
will be baptized this
year, two at the Easter
Vigil and four on the
Sunday after Easter. Please pray for Sofia,
Michael, Caylean, Clive, Hazel and Oscar as they
prepare for their Baptism and First Communion.

From the Pastor’s Desk ...

It’s hard to believe that the second Easter of our pandemic experience is just around the corner. The
difference this year, of course, is that we aren’t on lockdown and can get out to be with others, while
observing all the necessary protocols to ensure health and safety, and that includes coming to celebrate
the Paschal Mystery (the suffering, death and resurrection of the Lord). Many factors make this celebration
different this year, the first being the abundance of caution we are all undertaking anytime we are with
others. The second is that, for the first time, Nativity Parish and Holy Trinity Parish will celebrate the
Triduum together for the most part.
What does that mean? Nativity Parish will host the Mass of the Lord’s Supper for both parishes on Holy
Thursday night, April 1, at 7:00.
The Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord will be celebrated at Holy Trinity on Good Friday, April 2, at 12 noon
and at Nativity at 3:00 pm.
Holy Trinity will host the celebration of the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night at 8:45 pm. Two youngsters
from Nativity, Sofia and Michael, will be received into the Body of Christ through Baptism, Confirmation and
Communion, making this especially meaningful for us at Nativity.
If you are able to get out to church for any of these liturgies, I sincerely hope you will consider doing so.
There’s nothing quite so comforting in a time of upheaval and disruption than tried and true rituals of
gathering and praying – comfort food for the soul. Let the ancient prayers we offer during these most holy
days root us in the healing and strengthening grace of God.
Finally, I am happy to announce that on Easter Sunday morning, we will celebrate Mass at both 9 am and
11 am. Father Benjamin Kusi has graciously agreed to come back for 9:00 Mass, and I will be here for 11:00.
My hope is that this will enable us to accommodate everyone at Mass while keeping the appropriate distance required in the pandemic.

Thank you for the opportunity to pray with you. It is enriching my own experience of this sacred season.

Father Tom DiFolco
COVID-19 Vaccine Statement from United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:
The USCCB’s Committee on Doctrine and Committee on Pro-Life Activities has issued a statement on the
recently-approved Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine. Their position states that, while it is morally
acceptable to receive any of the vaccines, “if one can choose among equally safe and effective COVID-19
vaccines, the vaccine with the least connection to abortion-derived cell lines should be chosen. Therefore,
if one has the ability to choose a vaccine, Pfizer or Moderna’s vaccines should be chosen over Johnson &
Johnson’s.”

Through Beacons of Light, 65-75 parish groupings will become Families of Parishes
throughout the cities and towns, suburbs, and rural communities of the 19 counties
of southwest Ohio. Parishioners will be invited to share their hopes and dreams as
parish leaders come together to discern the future, with the ultimate goal – in time,
of each family becoming one parish led by a single pastor.
Why now? Many factors lead us to recognize an urgent need to organize parish life
more effectively for our future. Our parishes need to be vibrant communities of faith
in order that we might fully grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. We face the decline of
religious practice in the United States and changing demographics in the Midwest.
And, while we are blessed with an increased number of men who have been ordained
to the priesthood in the past few years, or who are currently in seminary formation,
we have even more still serving as pastors who are at or beyond retirement age or
who will be eligible to retire in the next few years.
For additional information on Beacons of Light, please go to:
https://catholicaoc.org/beacons

