Welcome to Nativity!
We hope you will find a place of comfort, consolation and encouragement; a place where you will meet Christ in
a community of faithful and they will find Christ in you. If you have any questions about Nativity, please contact
any of the staff below and they will be glad to help.

May 16, 2021 Ascension of the Lord
Mass Schedule
Saturday
Sunday
Weekday: Tuesday & Friday
Reconciliation—Saturdays
Reconciliation—First Friday
(and Adoration)

Parish Staff
4:30 pm
11:00 am
8:15 am
3:00-4:00 pm
9:00--9:30 am

Contact Us
Parish Office (513) 531-3164
5935 Pandora Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45213
parish@nativity-cincinnati.org
School—Grades K-8 (513) 458-6767
school@nativity-cincinnati.org

St. Vincent de Paul (513) 531-0283

Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months
prior to desired date to schedule a meeting with the
Pastor

Mobile Devices
Please turn off all mobile devices upon entering the
church. Thank you!

Fr. Eric Roush-Pastor
Fr. Tom DiFolco-Parochial Administrator
Mrs. Sharon Kindell-Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Mr. Rudy Gruenke IV-Systems & Special Projects
Sr. Janet Schneider, CDP-DRE/Pastoral Associate
Mr. John Puljanowski-Accounts Manager
Mrs. Julie Abraham-Development Director
Mr. Thomas Franklin-Music Ministry
Mr. Dave Arbogast-Principal
Mrs. Claudia Kimura-School Secretary
Mrs. Mary Lennard-Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Baptism
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism.
There are no baptisms during Lent. Attendance at the
preparation program is required before a first child’s
Baptism. To sign up for the Baptism Program please
contact Sr. Janet Schneider.

Hearing Enhancement Equipment
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help
you hear the service. An usher would be happy to
assist you. Please return the unit after the service.

This Week at Nativity
Sunday, May 16 — Ascension of the Lord
9:00am
Mass — Holy Trinity Church
11:00am Mass — Nativity
Monday, May 17
8:15am Mass — Holy Trinity Church

Tuesday, May 18
8:15am — NO MASS TODAY

Tuesday, May 18
8:15am
Mass — No Mass @ Nativity

Friday, May 21
8:15am — NO MASS TODAY

Wednesday, May 19
9:30am
Wednesday Wonderings — Virtual

Saturday, May 22
4:30pm — Sick & Shut-Ins

Thursday, May 20
8:15am
Mass — No Mass @ Holy Trinity
9:30am
Catechesis of Good Shepherd — POB
4:30pm
Catechesis - BOW — PO

Sunday, May 23
11:00am — For the People

Friday, May 21
8:15am
Mass — No Mass @ Nativity
Saturday, May 22
3:00pm
Confessions — Nativity Chapel
4:30m
Mass — Nativity
First Saturday Mass — 8:15am — Holy Trinity Church
followed by praying the Rosary and Confession

Please
Pray

Sick & Shut-ins
Bill Bach
Reid Baumgartner
Liz Bellew
Mary Jo Beresford
Dottie Brinker
Kathy Chalfin
Barbara Cottrell
Diana DeRhodes
Declan Donovan
Stella Evans
Barry Funk
Ruth Haskamp
Barbara Iaciofano

Jim Kaufman
Fr. Ray Kellerman
Mary Sue Loftus
Al/Mary Lou Matre
Mary McErlane
Gretchen Niswonger
Mary Anne & Tom Phalen
Ron Rulon
Sr. Joan Schimian
Debbie Schneider
Maureen Sullivan
Carl Udry
Bob Valerius
Jan Weaver

Friends & Family

William Baker
Mark Behring
Sally Bowron
Aaron Bradford
Evie Cain
Sheila & Stephanie Caldwell
Rosie Dechering
James Doolittle
Bob Finn

Lector Minister Schedule
Saturday ● May 22 — 4:30 pm
Linda Crawford, Beth Gunderson
Sunday ● May 23 — 11:00 am
Patrick Jennings, Michael Mohr
Rick Holtz
John Mack
Beverly Manigan
Doug Martin
Bob Mitchell
Greg Morley
David Palmer
Holly Rough
Sue Ryan
Susan Shakelford
Bernie Smith
Candace Smith
Mary Ellen Spaite
Mike Tebbe
Caleb Traxler
Mary Williams
Craig Wrober

Remember
those who have
died, especially
Pat Conroy.
Please keep his family in your
prayers.

MAY 16, 2021

Our Stewardship
Church Offerings
Regular Collection
School Support
Online Collection
Total Offerings
Budget
Over/Under Budget

May 9, 2021
6,401.00
260.00
655.00
7,316.00
10,900.00
(3,584.00)

Fiscal YTD
300,121.77
11,436.00
177,547.39
489,105.16
509,600.00
(20,494.84)

Thank you to every Nativity family for your gifts of time, talent and treasure to our Parish. Your
contributions support all of our ministries and allow us to fulfill our mission of education, service,
liturgy and prayer.

THANK YOU!!!!!

THANK YOU!!!!!

“Building Our Community” 2020-2021 Annual Fund has surpassed 100% of its $100,000 goal!!!
We want to express our sincere gratitude to the 154 Nativity families who have collectively
contributed over $100,000 to the “Building Our Community” Annual Fund. As of this writing, we have
received over $120,000 in donations. We are humbled by your kind generosity!
Now that we have exceeded our Annual Fund goal, we respectfully ask that you consider directing
future donations to either Sunday Collections or School Support, which support the day-to-day
operations of our parish and school. These funds help pay costs including payroll, maintenance of
the buildings, utilities, and supplies. To date, we are well below our budgeted need for the fiscal year
which ends June 30, 2021. To donate to Sunday Collection, go to https://nativitycincinnati.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/SundayCollection. To donate to School Support, go to
https://nativity-cincinnati.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/SchoolCollection. Or you may mail a
check to Nativity, 5935 Pandora Avenue, Cincinnati, OH, 45213.
Thank you for your continued support of Nativity!

Have you considered a Will Bequest to the Parish? When you make provisions

to support Nativity in your estate plans, such as through a will bequest, you
are making a contribution that provides for the future of your Faith...the
church that baptized you, provided the sacraments to you, and educated
your children or grandchildren through school or religious education
program. Through your will you may choose to leave the parish: a percentage
of your estate, a fixed dollar amount, a specific piece of property, etc. If you
would like additional information regarding Planned Giving, please contact Julie Abraham, our
Development Director at: julie.abraham@nativity-cincinnati.org

April 26, 2021

Office of the Archbishop

My Dear Friends in Christ,
The sin of racism is a “particularly destructive and persistent form of evil” in our country. In our pastoral letter,
Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love, the bishops of the nation explained, “Racism arises when—
either consciously or unconsciously—a person holds that his or her own race or ethnicity is superior, and therefore
judges persons of other races or ethnicities as inferior and unworthy of equal regard.” This definition may be
readily understood, but, like all sin, racism can be more challenging to recognize when it creeps into the
complications of our everyday lives. Yet, the love of Christ compels us to not turn away from these challenges.
As my brother bishops and I stated, “This command of love can never be simply ‘live and let others be.’ The
command of love requires us to make room for others in our hearts. It means that we are indeed our brother’s
keeper.”
On April 21, the priests of the archdiocese gathered for our annual convocation to focus on the topic of racism.
Together, we heard the powerful testimonies of clergy, academics, and faithful parishioners concerning the impact
of racism on their personal lives and society as a whole. Bishop Shelton Fabre, chair of the U.S. Bishops Ad hoc
Committee on Racism, joined us to stress the importance of preaching on the sin of racism. He recognized that
“very tragic and painful events within recent years and months have brought racism into focus once again.”
He urged homilists to not miss the opportunity “to give guidance and direction to those entrusted to our pastoral
care.” As priests, deacons, religious, and lay members of the one body of Christ, I urge all of us to not waver in our
prophetic commitment to end racism in our society, church, and hearts.

This commitment comes at such a timely moment, as we have now learned the outcome in the case addressing
George Floyd’s death. As the U.S. Bishops stated, “The death of George Floyd highlighted and amplified the deep
need to see the sacredness in all people, but especially those who have been historically oppressed. Whatever the
stage of human life, it not only matters, it is sacred.” The bishops go on to say, “[We] pray that through the
revelation of so much pain and sadness, that God strengthens us to cleanse our land of the evil of racism which
also manifests in ways that are hardly ever spoken, ways that never reach the headlines. Let us then join in the
hard work of peacefully rebuilding what hatred and frustration have torn down. This is the true call of a disciple
and the real work of restorative justice.”
One of the resources available to us is our archdiocesan Anti-Racism Task Force, which works with schools and
parishes to educate and form Catholics on Church teaching as it relates to the history and effects of personal and
systemic racism. Furthermore, we have partnered with the broader faith community to continue to seek justice
and a recognition of the dignity of all people. To learn more about this, please contact the Catholic Social Action
Office at (513) 263-6690.
We pray for God’s grace as we seek to further transform our hearts, our Church, and our society, that we may
become a people faithful to Jesus’ call to love our neighbors, especially the oppressed and marginalized. May the
Holy Spirit guide our efforts to intentionally and with great humility encounter those of other racial backgrounds so
as to be present with, listen to, and enter into relationship with each other, always seeking to build a kingdom of
life, justice, compassion, and peace.
With prayerful best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr
Archbishop of Cincinnati

CHANGE CORNER
The first step in the Leading Change model is to create a sense
of urgency. Until people can truly feel and understand the
need to change – not only its importance but also its urgency –
we cannot move forward.
While priests and parish leaders may have a sense of the need
for new approaches to parish life and a process like Beacons
of Light, the average parishioner likely does not…yet. Every
time Mass is scheduled to happen, it does! When the parish
office is supposed to be open, it is! When someone is dying,
a priest is available! Little does anyone know the scarcity of
resources (human, space, capital, time) our parishes are often
faced with.
What can you do to increase the sense of urgency among your fellow parishioners? How can you
communicate the need for change? What will inspire others to join this process of creating Families
of Parishes which are truly focused on mission, on being BEACONS of LIGHT?
As we proceed through the Beacons process, we’ll continue to reflect more upon this process and our
role in it.
Marian Pilgrimage 2021 – Calling All Statue Guardian Pilgrims!
The 33-day Marian Pilgrimage begins TODAY, Sunday May 16 – June 19, ending
at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in Chains on the actual date of the bicentennial.
There are booklets available on the table in back of church if you would like
additional information, or you may visit the Marian Pilgrimage website at https://
www.centerforthenewevangelization.org/bicentennial-marian-pilgrimage

Change in COVID protocol:
Going forward we will again be using our Breaking Bread books with the readings and music for our
liturgies. This is an approved change by the Archdiocese. Also, we will not be using the hand sanitizer
immediately before Communion, but we would still like you to hand sanitize as you enter the church.

Our Communion procession will continue as it has been:
Far left side toward the Mary shrine while the center right side goes to the center aisle. Then the
Communion minister moves to the center aisle for the center left side while the celebrant moves
toward the cry room and folks proceed up the far side aisle.

Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
meets via ZOOM on the 3rd Monday of the
month. The next meeting is scheduled for
tomorrow, Monday - May 17th at 7:00pm.
For more information please contact Cheryl
Weisgerber at: cherylmweisgerber@gmail.com or
call 513-731-9272.

The Freestore Foodbank would
like to thank everyone for your
generous gift of $466.00. We are
so grateful to you for supporting
our neighbors who are struggling during these
challenging times. Thank you for your
compassion and for making a difference in the
lives of so many children, seniors and families!

Lay Catholic Studies: Mount St. Mary’s School of Theology is sponsored by the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati and offers lay men and women the opportunity to earn a Certificate or Graduate degree,
take classes for personal enrichment, and grow in faith while preparing for new opportunities. Classes
are offered weeknight evenings, Saturday morning, and throughout the day. Choose from courses in
Doctrine, Liturgy, Philosophy, History, Scripture, Theology, and Pastoral Studies. Outstanding teachers,
flexible components, and a supportive environment allow busy adults to learn while maintaining work
and family commitments. Fall semester begins in mid-August. For information on courses and
program options, see our website, www.athenaeum.edu or call 513-231-1200. For information on the
Certificate or Master’s degree in Pastoral Ministry, call 513-233-6127.

