Welcome to Nativity!
We hope you will find a place of comfort, consolation and encouragement; a place where you will meet Christ in
a community of faithful and they will find Christ in you. If you have any questions about Nativity, please contact
any of the staff below and they will be glad to help.

Parish Staff

Mass Schedule
Saturday
Sunday
Weekday: Tuesday & Friday
Reconciliation—Saturdays
Reconciliation—First Friday
(and Adoration)

4:30 pm
11:00 am
8:15 am
3:00-4:00 pm
9:00--9:30 am

Contact Us
Parish Office (513) 531-3164
5935 Pandora Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45213
parish@nativity-cincinnati.org
School—Grades K-8 (513) 458-6767
school@nativity-cincinnati.org

Fr. Eric Roush-Pastor
Mrs. Sharon Kindell-Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Mr. Rudy Gruenke IV-Systems & Special Projects
Sr. Janet Schneider, CDP-DRE/Pastoral Associate
Mr. John Puljanowski-Accounts Manager
Mrs. Julie Abraham-Development Director
Mr. Thomas Franklin-Music Ministry
Mr. Dave Arbogast-Principal
Mrs. Claudia Kimura-School Secretary
Mrs. Mary Lennard-Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Baptism

Marriage

Please contact the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism.
There are no baptisms during Lent. Attendance at the
preparation program is required before a first child’s
Baptism. To sign up for the Baptism Program please
contact Sr. Janet Schneider.

Please contact the Parish Office at least six months
prior to desired date to schedule a meeting with the
Pastor

Hearing Enhancement Equipment

Mobile Devices

Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help
you hear the service. An usher would be happy to
assist you. Please return the unit after the service.

St. Vincent de Paul (513) 531-0283

Please turn off all mobile devices upon entering the
church. Thank you!

This Week at Nativity
Sunday, December 20
10:45am Catechesis
(Until 12:00pm)……………POB
11:00am
Mass………………...Church

Mass Intentions
Sunday, December 20
11:00am
For the People

Monday, December 21
No School
Tuesday, December 22
8:15am Mass………………...Church
No School

Tuesday, December 22
8:15am
Fr. Thomas Schmidt

Wednesday, December 23
No School

Thursday, December 24
4:30pm Mike Raleigh

Thursday, December 24
4:30pm
Mass………………...Church
8:00pm Mass………………..Holy Trinity
No School

Friday, December 25
4:30pm
For the People
Saturday, December 26
4:30pm
For Our Benefactors

Friday, December 25
10:00am Mass………………….Church
No School
Saturday, December 26
3:00pm Confession……...Day Chapel - PO
(until 4:00pm)
4:30pm Mass........................... Church

Minister Schedule
Saturday ● 4:30 pm December 26
Lectors
Bob Herring
Ed Smith
Sunday ● 11:00am
December 27
Lectors
Beth Adkins
Patti Newberry

Parish Staff
Fr. Eric Roush-Pastor
Mrs. Sharon Kindell-Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Mr. Rudy Gruenke IV-Systems & Special Projects
Sr. Janet Schneider, CDP-DRE/Pastoral Associate
Mr. John Puljanowski-Accounts Manager
Mrs. Julie Abraham-Development Director
Mr. Thomas Franklin-Music Ministry
Mr. Dave Arbogast-Principal
Mrs. Claudia Kimura-School Secretary
Mrs. Mary Lennard-Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Contact Us
Scripture Readings
For the Weekend of December 27,
2020

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3: 12-21 or
3: 12-17/Lk 2: 22-40 or 2:22-40 or 2: 22, 3940 or in Year B, Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3
Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19

Parish Office (513) 531-3164
5935 Pandora Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45213
parish@nativity-cincinnati.org
School—Grades K-8 (513) 458-6767
school@nativity-cincinnati.org
St. Vincent de Paul (513) 531-0283

From the Pastor’s Desk
Advent is the season of awaiting the dawn; the dawn of the light of the world, our newborn King, the Lord
Jesus Christ. This dawn has already broken upon the world, in spirit and truth, as handed on to us by the
testimony of the Virgin Mary and the Apostles, upon whom the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost. As we
hear in the gospel for the 4th Sunday of Advent, the Virgin Mary, already full of grace, was first
overshadowed by the Holy Spirit at the Annunciation by the Archangel Gabriel of the coming of Christ into
her womb. She conceived Him in her heart before she conceived Him in her womb, responding to this
invitation to be the Mother of God by saying, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word.”
An overshadowing of the Holy Spirit occurs also in the life of the Apostles, particularly James, his brother
John, and Simon Peter, at the Transfiguration of Jesus on Mt. Tabor. As recounted in the second letter of St.
Peter: “We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God
the Father when that unique declaration came to him from the majestic glory, ‘This is my Son, my beloved,
with whom I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven while we were with him on
the holy mountain. Moreover, we possess the prophetic message that is altogether reliable. You will do well
to be attentive to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts. Know this first of all, that there is no prophecy of scripture that is a matter of personal interpretation,
for no prophecy ever came through human will; but rather human beings moved by the holy Spirit spoke
under the influence of God” (2 Peter 1:16-21).
Baptized and especially confirmed, seal with the gift of the Holy Spirit, disciples of Jesus are called and
empowered to engage in the apostolic mission, being sent forth from the baptismal font to worship God and
marked with sacred chrism in Confirmation to proclaim that the kingdom of God is at hand in Jesus, who is
risen from the dead. Jesus is the morning star, rising in our hearts. As we continue to allow the light and the
love of God to scatter the darkness of sin and the gloom of suffering, we radiate Christ as beacons of light.
The light of faith is already given to us but, though the dawn is breaking upon us by the forgiveness of our
sins and the ministry of conversion, reconciliation, and charity, the full light of glory that shone upon Peter,
James, and John is still on our horizon.
And so, each disciple and each community of disciples, as we might think of our parish and pastoral region,
is instituted to be a beacon of light, a herald of the dawn, a witness to Jesus the morning star. There has
been a tendency for this to be considered only or primarily the work of bishops, priests, and consecrated
religious sisters and brothers. The Second Vatican Council, in its document the Light of the Nations (Lumen
Gentium) proclaims the recovery of the perennial truth that this apostolic activity to radiate the light of Christ
is rooted in each Christian’s call through baptism, with responsibility for the sacraments being entrusted to
those in holy orders. Our noble Catholic instincts to protect and promote the gift of grace in the sacramental
life of the Church has inadvertently and unfortunately overshadowed the next essential step in the life of
discipleship, evangelization and charity.
Though certainly not actively willed by God, perhaps He has permitted the current decline in the number of
priests as an opportunity to recover the right ordering and full expression of the Christian life and the mission
of the Church, to encounter then abide in Jesus by inviting others along the way through His one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic church. Mary, the mother of God and Our Mother, is the model for responding with
joyful surrender to the invitation of the Father, that we might bring to birth in the world the light of Christ, the
dawn of the morning star in our hearts, enlightening our whole lives. May we, too, respond with joy to the
invitation from God in the midst of darkness and difficulty to become beacons of light radiating Christ the
morning star. As Christmas nears, let us announce the dawn!
Father Eric

DECEMBER 20, 2020 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Our Stewardship
Church Offerings
Dec. 13, 2020
Fiscal YTD
Regular Collection…. ....................... 6,512.64 ..............139,475.61
School Support……………………………….700.00……………….5,341.00
Online Collection ..............................2448.00 ……………..95,095.39
Total Offerings ................................. 9,660.64…………...239,912.00
Budget .............................................10,900.00…………...261,600.00
Over/Under Budget ...................... (1,239.36)……………(21,688.00)

Please consider a year-end donation to “Building Our Community” Annual Fund
Like the star over Bethlehem, Nativity is called to be a beacon of light pointing to the
presence of Christ in our community. Your donation to the “Building Our Community”
Annual Fund will help provide a COVID Relief Fund to pay for unexpected expenses in
school, live-streaming installation in church, a fire detection system in the parish office
building, tuition aid for school families, and assistance to our local neighbors in need. If
you have not yet donated, please consider making your donation by year’s end to be
eligible for a 2020 tax deduction. Listed below are suggestions which may make your
donation easier and more effective.

The direct donation of appreciated stock to Nativity is an easy way to give to Nativity.
In addition, it may offer tax advantages to you. If you plan to donate stock directly to
Nativity, e-mail Julie Abraham at julie.abraham@nativity-cincinnati.org for delivery
instructions to give to your broker.
Contact your employer’s human resource department to see if they offer a matching
gifts program.
Individuals 70 ½ or older may find it advantageous to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution from a taxable IRA
account directly to Nativity. Contact your financial adviser for details.
Donate online at https://nativity-cincinnati.weshareonline.org/AnnualFund or make a check out to Nativity
Annual Fund, and mail it to Nativity, 5935 Pandora Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45213 postmarked on or before
December 31.

THE CATHOLIC EDUCATION FOUNDATION
for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati is once again
providing needs-based tuition assistance to
elementary school students for the 2021-2022
school year. Applications will be accepted through
February 8, 2021. For more information and to
apply, please visit catholicbestchoice.org.

December 20, 2020
This year in particular, many of our neighbors served by The
Caring Place and St. Vincent de Paul are in even greater need.
This is where “Feed the Need” steps in. Grocery certificates in
$5.00 denominations can be purchased and were given to The
Caring Place through Thanksgiving and now will be given to St.
Vincent de Paul through Jan. 3rd. These organizations distribute
them to their growing number of clients. This provides us with
a perfect opportunity to feed the hungry as Jesus asks us.
Additionally, grocery certificates make a great gift for someone
special, the person who has everything, or as a memorial. St.
Ann’s will provide a card to acknowledge your gift. Please send
your contribution to fund grocery certificates to the parish or
school office marked “St. Ann’s Feed the Need” (donation
forms are in the vestibule of church) or you can contribute on
Nativity’s safe and secure website under Give to Nativity and
indicate Feed the Need grocery certificates. If you have any
questions, please contact Eleanor Rutishauser at 513-631-8447
or ekrutishauser@gmail.com

The Giving Tree –Many, Many THANKS!
The Nativity community has responded with remarkable generousity to the
Giving Tree this year. Thoughtful and needed gifts will be delivered to every
person on our list, including families served by our St. Vincent de Paul
Society and the St. Monica/St. George Food Pantry, elderly residents of the
Pleasant Ridge Care Center and Marquette Manor, first-graders at Ethyl
Taylor Academy, and children served by the Mother of Christ Parish in
Winton Place.
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped! Each beautiful gift will send God’s
message of love to its recipient. Our ability to give is indeed something to be
thankful for this year!

In an effort to keep our faith community safe and healthy, we are inviting parishioners to purchase their own personal copies of the
“Breaking Bread” Missal for use at home or in church. Bring it with
you to Mass and take it home with you after each Mass. To purchase
your copy, please call or stop by the parish office to make arrangements for
pickup.
Cost is $10
per Missal.

Is Your Marriage Hurting?
Has your
marriage grown cold, distant, unloving, or
uncaring? Please consider Retrouvaille, a
Catholic sponsored, confidential program
open to all faiths. A program designed to help heal and renew marriages. The next program begins
January 8th, 9th, and 10th 2021. For more information call (800) 470-2230 or internet address is
Retrouvaille.org or helpourmarriage.org. Other weekends and locations are available—call for details.

St. Francis Seraph Church is hosting its 8th annual “A Franciscan
Christmas” at the Christian Moerlein Brewery, 1621 Moore Street
from now until December 31, 2020. They will be featuring Nativity
Scenes from around the world, Train Displays, Claus Collection,
Dickens Village, and Christmas Trees of all kinds. The displays will be
open on Fridays; 4:00-7:00 PM, Saturdays Noon-7:00 PM and Sundays
1:00-7:00 PM. Admission is free. Donations for the support of St.
Francis Seraph Church and School are welcomed. Due to COVID-19,
masks are required. There is plenty of room for social distancing.

Imagine how Mary felt at the birth of Jesus: excited, awed, frightened.
Deep faith was her light in the darkness, for Jesus was born during the
night of the year when darkness is the longest. Your gift to the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul brought light into the darkness surrounding
the heart of those living in poverty bringing them the real, lasting,
and deep joy of Christmas.

Please
Pray

Sick & Shut-ins
Bill Bach
Reid Baumgartner
Liz Bellew
Mary Jo Beresford
Dottie Brinker
Eugene Carlson
Kathy Chalfin
Barbara Cottrell

Diana DeRhodes
Joe Doering
Declan Donovan
Stella Evans
Barry Funk
Jim Kaufman
Fr. Ray Kellerman
Mary Sue Loftus
Al/Mary Lou Matre
Mary McErlane
Gretchen Niswonger
Ron Rulon
Debbie Schneider
Maureen Sullivan
Carl Udry
Bob Valerius
Jan Weaver
Friends & Family
Mark Behring
Sally Bowron
Aaron Bradford

Sheila Caldwell
James Doolittle
Bob Finn
Rick Holtz
John Mack
Doug Martin
Bob Mitchell
Ellen Molloy
Greg Morley
David Palmer
Holly Rough
Peg Schuckman
Rick Seivers
Susan Shakelford
Mary Ellen Spaite
Mike Tebbe
Mary Williams
Craig Wrober

