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Introduction
⊷ Section 504 is a federal law designed to 

protect the rights of individuals with disabilities 
in programs with activities that receive federal 
funds from the U.S. Department of Education

⊷ Prohibits the denial of public education 
participation or enjoyment of benefits offered 
by public school programs because of a child’s 
disability

⊷ Requires that the educational needs of 
disabled students are met as adequately as 
the educational needs of non-disabled 
students

⊷ Extends to preschool and adult education 
programs

What is 504



IDEA vs 504 ⊷ Both provide services to students 
with disabilities

⊷ IDEA uses criteria for 13 
categories for eligibility; 504 has 
criteria

⊷ IDEA: specially designed 
instruction 

⊷ 504: consultation, 
accommodations, and 
adaptations

⊷ 504 has a service plan; IDEA 
uses an IEP (Individual Education 
Plan)





504 Process
Procedures
Eval Process
⊷ Eligibility Determination

Writing of a Plan
⊷ Accommodations/Implementation
⊷ Yearly Review/Termination of Services

Procedure Safeguards/Parent Rights
District Contacts/Roles



Procedures ⊷ Child Find
⊶ Referred to Student Support 

Team
⊸ Team:  Administrator, 

General Education Teacher, 
Parent/s, and relevant 
support team members

⊸ Purpose: Information 
gathering from a variety of 
sources





Procedures (cont) ⊷ Child Find team may recommend 
a case study evaluation
⊶ This will require parent 

signature to consent to an 
evaluation

⊶ Purpose: Information 
gathering from a variety of 
sources

⊷ Team may not recommend a case 
study evaluation
⊶ This will require parent 

notification







Eligibility Criteria
1. Presence of a physical or mental 

condition, has a record of an 
impairment or is regarded as having 
such an impairment

2. Substantially limits a student’s 
major life activities or bodily 
functions

3. The disabling condition causes the 
student to need 
accommodations/adaptations 
and/or related services consultation



Eligibility Criteria 
does not

⊷ Require extensive analysis
⊷ Consider measures that improve 

the condition (medication, 
equipment, etc) as barring

⊷ Utilize intensity of an impairment to 
determine substantial limitation 
criteria

⊷ Account for episodic or remission 
when the impairment, in active 
phase, limits a major life function

⊷ A major life function is not exclusive 
to learning



Assessment ⊷ From a variety of sources, 
which may include, but are 
not limited to:
⊶ Standardized measures
⊶ Student observations
⊶ Interviews
⊶ Teacher records
⊶ Medical reports
⊶ Grades
⊶ Parent information

⊷ Completed within 60 school 
days



Evaluation Procedures ⊷ Necessary and appropriate to 
determine the nature and 
extent of a condition or 
educational need

⊷ Appropriate for age and 
development of student

⊷ Tool use exercised 
appropriately

⊷ Free of racial, cultural, 
language or sex bias

⊷ Written and administered in 
home language



Eligibility Determination ⊷ Review of the assessment 
results
⊶ Parents invited to attend 

a meeting to review the 
evaluation results and 
create a plan, if needed

⊶ Results documented in 
the Identification Form

⊶ Recommendations made 
by consensus of the team











Examples of 
Medical/Physical Conditions 
that may  lead to 
development of a 504 Plan
⊷ Type 1 Diabetes
⊷ Seizure Disorder/Epilepsy
⊷ Orthopedic Impairment
⊷ ADHD
⊷ Cancer/Autoimmune 

Conditions
⊷ Severe allergies/asthma
⊷ Mild vision/hearing impairment



Diagnosis...what next?
⊷ Reach out to Building 

administrator and/or Building 
Nurse to inform of diagnosis

⊷ Documentation from 
healthcare provider is helpful!

⊷ District Nurse is part of 
Student Support Team and 
may attend eligibility meeting 
to help develop 504 Plan



Individual Healthcare 
Plan vs 504 Plan
⊷ IHCP developed by nurse to 

guide care at school, and to 
inform school staff of child’s 
condition and needs

⊷ Information is shared in a 
variety of ways.

⊷ Many 504 plans will include 
IHCPs.  

⊷ Not all health conditions need 
504 plans.



Writing of a Plan ⊷ Services and 
accommodations will be 
based on the needs identified 
in the evaluation

⊷ The services and 
accommodations will be 
documented in the 
Accommodation plan

⊷ Parents will need to consent 
to the service plan

⊷ This plan will be reviewed 
with parents yearly



Examples of 
Accommodations

⊷ Allow extra time on tests
⊷ Allow trips to health office to 

test blood sugar
⊷ Allow extra set of textbooks
⊷ Adjusted class schedule
⊷ Preferential seating
⊷ Dedicated set of school 

supplies









Re-evaluation

⊷ To be conducted at least 
every 3 years; can be 
completed sooner if there is a 
significant change in the 
student’s medical status or 
performance



Termination of Services
⊷ A re-evaluation will be conducted prior 

to terminating services
⊷ Termination will be considered when:

⊶ The student is no longer disabled, 
no longer requires specialized 
services to meet their needs; no 
longer requires special 
accommodations, or when student 
can be properly educated without 
supports



Procedural Safeguards/ 
Parent Rights

⊷ Examination of records
⊷ Filing of a written complaint 

or request for an impartial 
hearing with the 504 
Coordinator

⊷ Filing of a grievance with the 
District’s complaint manager

⊷ Filing of complaint with OCR







Contact Information ⊷ The Principal and Assistant 
Principal in each building are 
identified as case managers

⊷ The Director of Student 
Services is the District 
Americans with Disability 
Act/Section 504 Coordinator

⊷ The Assistant Superintendent 
of Human Resources and 
Director of Student Services 
are the District complaint 
managers



D64 504 Resources
https://www.d64.org/student-services/special
-education-parent-resources

https://www.d64.org/student-services/special-education-parent-resources
https://www.d64.org/student-services/special-education-parent-resources


QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU!


