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14-15	  Staff	  Request	  Rationale	  
	  

Jefferson	  Developmental	  Kindergarten	  -	  1.0	  FTE	  
	  

Currently,	  children	  who	  have	  been	  attending	  the	  instructional	  preschool	  program	  at	  
Jefferson	  School	  transition	  to	  their	  neighborhood	  school	  with	  recommendations	  for	  
either	  a	  half-‐day	  kindergarten	  with	  support	  or	  a	  full	  day	  of	  kindergarten	  with	  
support.	  	  The	  amount	  of	  support	  varies	  based	  on	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  students.	  	  The	  
half-‐day	  students	  are	  easily	  transitioned	  and	  receive	  the	  necessary	  support	  services	  
during	  their	  half-‐day	  program.	  	  Providing	  the	  appropriate	  level	  of	  instructional	  
support	  and	  related	  services	  for	  the	  children	  requiring	  a	  full	  day	  is	  more	  difficult	  in	  
part	  because	  there	  is	  not	  an	  all	  day	  program	  in	  which	  to	  integrate	  our	  students	  with	  
IEPs,	  as	  there	  is	  in	  the	  upper	  grades.	  	  	  
	  
Therefore,	  a	  developmental	  kindergarten	  program	  is	  recommended.	  	  	  The	  rationale	  
include:	  
	  
1.	  To	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  students	  who	  developmentally	  are	  not	  ready	  for	  
kindergarten.	  	  
	  
2.	  To	  provide	  a	  comprehensive	  kindergarten	  day	  for	  students	  with	  special	  needs.	  	  

a. To	  provide	  a	  full	  academic	  day,	  which	  will	  allow	  for	  presentation	  of	  the	  
general	  kindergarten	  curriculum	  as	  well	  as	  additional	  teaching,	  to	  meet	  
the	  individualized	  needs	  of	  the	  students.	  	  	  

b. To	  provide	  a	  typical	  peer	  group	  with	  which	  to	  have	  lunch,	  play	  time,	  art,	  
motor,	  and	  music	  activities.	  	  

c. To	  prepare	  students	  for	  transition	  to	  their	  local	  elementary	  schools	  for	  
first	  grade.	  	  	  

 
 
English Language Learner Teacher	  –	  1.0	  FTE	  
	  
Students	  in	  our	  district	  who	  are	  Limited	  English	  Proficient	  (LEP)	  have	  been	  served	  
through	  our	  Transitional	  Program	  of	  Instruction	  (TPI).	  	  This	  program	  is	  now	  
referred	  to	  as	  the	  English	  Learner	  (EL)	  program	  in	  the	  state	  of	  Illinois.	  	  This	  
program	  provides	  resource	  and	  instructional	  assistance	  to	  help	  students	  access	  the	  
general	  education	  curriculum	  in	  our	  schools.	  
	  
We	  are	  requesting	  an	  increase	  of	  one	  EL	  teacher	  of	  which	  .9	  will	  be	  instructional	  
services	  and	  .1	  will	  be	  to	  function	  as	  a	  Curriculum	  Specialist.	  	  The	  number	  of	  
students	  needing	  screening,	  assessment,	  and/or	  instructional	  assistance	  is	  growing	  
significantly	  hence	  the	  need	  for	  more	  teaching	  and	  supervisory	  resources.	  This	  
request	  is	  based	  upon	  enrollment.	  	  
	  
	  
	  








































































































































