
	  

	  

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 64 

Minutes of the Special Board of Education Meeting held at 8:15 p.m.  
February 9, 2015 

Jefferson School – Multipurpose Room 
8200 Greendale 
Niles, IL 60714 

 
Board President Anthony Borrelli called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. Other Board 
members in attendance were Dan Collins, Scott Zimmerman, Vicki Lee, John Heyde, and 
Bob Johnson. Dathan Paterno arrived during the closed session. Also present were 
Superintendent Laurie Heinz, Assistant Superintendent Joel T. Martin, Chief School 
Business Official Becky Allard, Public Information Coordinator Bernadette Tramm, and 
two members of the public. 
 
Board of Education meetings are videotaped and may be viewed in their full length from 
the District’s website at: http://www.d64.org. 
 
BOARD ADJOURNS TO CLOSED SESSION  
 
At 6:05 p.m., it was moved by Board President Borrelli and seconded by Board 
member Zimmerman to adjourn to closed session to discuss: the appointment, 
employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees 
of the District or legal counsel for the District, including hearing testimony on a 
complaint lodged against an employee or against legal counsel for the District to 
determine its validity [5 ILCS 120/2 (c )(1)] and litigation, when an action against, 
affecting or on behalf of the particular District has been filed and is pending before a 
court or administrative tribunal, or when the District finds that an action is probable or 
imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered into the 
closed meeting minutes [5 ILCS 120/2 (c )(11)]. 
          
The votes were cast as follows:  
 
AYES:  Collins, Zimmerman, Borrelli, Lee, Heyde, Johnson   
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
PRESENT:  None. 
 
ABSENT:  Paterno      The motion carried. 
 
The Board adjourned from closed session at 7:38 p.m. and after a short recess, convened 
a Committee-of-the-Whole: Finance. 
 
The Board adjourned from the Committee of the Whole:  Finance Projections at 8:49 
p.m. and reconvened the special meeting. In addition to those mentioned earlier, also 
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present were Assistant Superintendent Lori Lopez, Director of Innovation & Instructional 
Technology Mary Jane Warden, Director of Special Education/Pupil Services Jane Boyd, 
Director of Facility Management Scott Mackall, and approximately 10 members of the 
public. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Board President Borrelli invited public comments, which were received as follows:   
 Rachel Hubbard, a District 64 parent, thanked the Board for making time available 

for public comments, and expressed her appreciation for ensuring the District 
maintains high standards of communication in keeping parents informed about their 
child’s educational process that permits parents and educators to work hand in hand. 

 Joan Sandrik, a long-time Park Ridge resident, urged the Board to approve re-
verification of residency for all grade levels and to use tight standards of proof. 

 
APPROVAL OF RESIDENCY RE-VERIFICATION PLAN  
 
Dr. Heinz reported that an administrative team had reviewed the Board’s 
lengthy discussion at the January 26 meeting, which reflected the diversity of 
opinion among Board members on how frequently residency should be re-verified. As 
outlined in her written report, Dr. Heinz noted that further research had yielded a clearer 
estimate of the number of families whose residency would be re-verified if only families 
with students entering K/3/6 were targeted. She also noted that the District already re-
verifies annually families on a lease or whose parent/guardian has executed additional 
affidavits to prove their residency. Dr. Heinz reported that these two measures combined 
would mean that at least 48% of the total number of enrolled families would have their 
residency checked for 2015-16. She pointed out the number would be higher when 
transfer students in grades other than kindergarten also are considered. Dr. Heinz further 
noted that this recommendation offered a reasonable alternative at a moderate expense for 
introducing a residency re-verification procedure to the District while covering almost 
50% of the families. Board members then shared their views on residency re-verification, 
including the number of grades to be included, the effectiveness of such checks, and 
whether additional staff training in document verification should be added. Dr. Heinz and 
CSBO Allard responded to questions about the type of acceptable documentation 
required currently, and the current training provided to staff at the schools and in the 
Business Office. Board members also shared their preferences on the two options 
presented for an in person check or a drop off model to review the necessary paperwork. 
Dr. Heinz responded to Board member questions about the practices at District 207. 
 
Board President Borrelli invited further public comments, which were received as 
follows: 
 Joan Sandrik, who had commented earlier, stated her support for the expansion to all 

grades.  
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Board members briefly discussed whether the re-verification policy should be applied for 
2015-16 only or for all future years; it was noted the policy could be changed by Board 
action at any time in the future.  
 
ACTION ITEM 15-02-1 
  
It was moved by Board member Collins and seconded by Board member Lee 
that the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 64 Park Ridge – 
Niles, Illinois, approve the Residency Re-Verification Plan requiring 100% of District 64 
students’ residency be re-verified on an annual ongoing basis. 
 
The votes were cast as follows: 

AYES:  Collins, Paterno, Borrelli, Lee, Johnson 

NAYS:  Zimmerman, Heyde  
  
PRESENT:  None. 
  
ABSENT:  None.      The motion carried. 
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION #1133 DIRECTS THE 
CHIEF SCHOOL BUSINESS OFFICIAL UNDER THE 
DIRECT SUPERVISION OF THE SUPERINTENDENT TO 
BEGIN PREPARATION OF A TENTATIVE BUDGET 
FOR THE 2015-16 FISCAL YEAR IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH BOARD POLICY 4:10 FISCAL AND BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT AND THE ILLINOIS SCHOOL CODE 
105 ILCS 
 
It was moved by Board member Heyde and seconded by Board 
member Zimmerman that the Board of Education of Community 
Consolidated School District 64 Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, 
adopt Resolution #1133, directing the Chief School Business Official under the direct 
supervision of the Superintendent to begin preparation of a Tentative Budget for the 
2015-16 Fiscal year in Accordance with Board Policy 4:10 Fiscal and Business 
Management and the Illinois School Code 05 ILCS 5/17-1. 
 
In response to a Board member question, CSBO Allard noted the 2015-16 budget 
calendar should be amended to include a public hearing on the 2015-16 budget on 
September 28.  
 
The votes were cast as follows: 

AYES:  Johnson, Heyde, Lee, Borrelli, Zimmerman, Paterno, Collins 

Action Item 
15-02-1 
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NAYS:  None. 

PRESENT:  None. 

ABSENT:  None.      The motion carried. 

PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION ON STAFFING FOR 2015-16 
 
Assistant Superintendent Martin reviewed an analysis of staffing needs for 
the coming school year, as presented in a written report. Based on 
enrollment projections, the District anticipates needing three fewer sections 
and may need to authorize a reduction in force (RIF) of three full-time 
teachers due to this decrease.  However, Mr. Martin further noted that seven sections are 
currently “on the bubble” for the next school year, meaning they are within two students 
of exceeding the District’s class size guideline for that grade level.  He explained the 
process of how a new section would be added at a grade level, along with special sections 
for art, music, PE and Spanish.  In addition to these enrollment-driven changes, Mr. 
Martin reported that administration is requesting that the District add one, full-time 
English Language Learner teacher and one, full-time District Technologist as described 
in the written report.  However, he noted that these additions would be balanced by the 
reduction of one, full-time kindergarten teacher and one resource teacher. In response to 
Board member questions, Technology Director Warden and Dr. Heinz provided 
additional background and rationale for the technologist request based primarily on the 
District’s 1:1 Chromebook rollout this year and the dramatic increase in the number of 
devices, users, and technical support needed in the District. 
 
Mr. Martin also responded to Board member questions about the process followed in 
adding a new section when a grade level reaches the bubble prior to the start of school. 
Board members discussed alternatives that could be considered to this timing, and how it 
might impact class sizes compared to the guideline. In response to Board member 
questions, Mr. Martin and CSBO Allard also provided information about how other 
districts may choose to make the decision to add a new section and how class size 
guidelines are applied. In addition, in response to questions about teacher assistants, Mr. 
Martin and Director Boyd noted that all first year assistants are released every year, and 
that a rubric is being developed to help guide the allocation of assistants throughout the 
District. 
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A.  PERSONNEL REPORT 
 
Maria Cullotta Resign as Lunch Program Head Supervisor at Washington 

School effective June 11, 2015.         
 

Tim Benka Employ as Summer School Principal effective June 16, 2015 –
Emerson School. 

Preliminary 
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for 2015-16 
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B. BILLS 
 
Bills  
 
10 - Education Fund----------------------------------------------- $ 280,538.57 
20 - Operations and Maintenance Fund -----------------------       94,965.51   
30 - Debt Services---------- --------------------------------------                  - 
40 - Transportation Fund -----------------------------------------   189,049.98 
50 - Retirement (IMRF/SS/MEDICARE-----------------------                - 
60 - Capital Projects  ----------------------------------------------   130,933.56 
80 - Tort Immunity Fund -----------------------------------------               - 
90 - Fire Prevention and Safety Fund --------------------------                 - __ 
 
Checks Numbered: 120283 - 120412               Total: $ 695,487.62 
 
Accounts Payable detailed list can be viewed on the District 64 website www.d64.org > 
Departments > Business Services. 
 
C.  AMENDMENT TO SHORTEN THE CHIEF SCHOOL BUSINESS OFFICIAL’S 
CONRACT BY 2 DAYS AND CORRESPONDING SALARY 
 
CSBO Allard responded to Board member questions about various accounts payable 
items. 
 
ACTION ITEM 15-02-3 
 
It was moved by Board member Paterno and seconded by Board member 
Johnson that the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 64,  
Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, approve the Consent Agenda of February 9, 2015, which 
includes the Personnel Report, Bills, and Amendment to Shorten the Chief School 
Business Official’s Contract by 2 Days and Corresponding Salary. 
 
The votes were cast as follows: 
 

 

Tony Clishem Employ as Summer School Principal effective June 16, 2015 –
Franklin School. 
 

Tim Gleason Employ as Summer School Principal effective June 16, 2015 –
Emerson School. 
 

Leslye Lapping Employ as Summer School Early Childhood Principal 
effective June 16, 2015 – Jefferson School. 
 

Action Item 
15-02-3 
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AYES:  Johnson, Heyde, Lee, Borrelli, Zimmerman, Paterno, Collins 
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
PRESENT:  None. 
 
ABSENT:  None.       The motion carried. 
 
BOARD MEMBER LIAISON REPORT 
 
Dr. Heinz reported that the Elementary Learning Foundation Casino Night 
final profit had not yet been released, but the event was well-attended and had great 
support from staff and administrators as volunteers. She noted the ELF Board would be 
evaluating whether to continue with the fundraiser in its current format again next year. 
 
OTHER DISCUSSION AND ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
 
Short updates were provided as follows: 
 School closing procedure – Dr. Heinz reported that the North Cook 

superintendents group met to review the recent experience with the school closures so 
far in 2015 for severe cold and snow. Dr. Heinz noted the group had determined that 
temperatures of -25 degrees sustained wind chill or below presented a clear safety 
issue for students; she reported that there was more variability regarding snow 
conditions, such as local accumulations, timing of snowfall, blowing and drifting 
hazards, condition of roads, and other factors all to be considered. Dr. Heinz affirmed 
that District 64 has now used all four emergency days built into the calendar. 

 Consortium for Educational Change – Dr. Heinz recapped the work of the 29-member 
external team, who interviewed almost 1,000 staff, parents and students during their 
visit February 3-5. She noted a preliminary verbal report had been presented and 
videotaped for access by staff; CEC will provide written reports in several weeks, 
which will be shared with the community.  

 Wellness Council – Dr. Heinz noted the council was planning a heart health 
awareness campaign for the week of February 9, culminating in a “red out” day when 
staff are encouraged to wear read on February 13.  

 Strategic Plan kickoff – Dr. Heinz reported on the first meeting of the almost 40-
member team held on February 7 under the direction of consultant Bob Ewy. Board 
members Heyde and Zimmerman also shared their perspectives on the local, national 
and international environment scan activities completed by the group, and noted that 
the committee would be conducting a survey to gather community input prior to its 
next meeting in March. Dr. Heinz confirmed that the CEC report would be provided 
to the Strategic Planning committee for its review as well. 

 Science Olympiad – Dr. Heinz reported that the event also on February 7 had drawn a 
high number of students to participate this year, and the winners were being 
publicized.  

 Immunizations/measles update – Dr. Heinz provided information on the District’s 
immunization policy and the exemptions for medical and religious reasons that must 
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be provided under Illinois law. She noted that immunization data for all required 
vaccinations is reported annually to the Illinois State Board of Education and is 
available as a public report. 

 PARCC for Parents – Dr. Heinz noted that an upcoming Parent University on 
February 23 would focus on the new PARCC assessments, and would offer parents an 
opportunity to take a sample test.  

 Carpenter update – Facility Management Director Mackall reviewed the latest 
adjustments made and noted the project was reaching its conclusion.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 10:43, it was moved by Board member Lee and seconded by Board member 
Zimmerman to adjourn, which was approved by voice vote. 
 
___________________________ 
President 
 
__________________________ 
Secretary 

Adjournment 


