
 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 64 

Minutes of the Regular Board of Education Meeting held at 7:00 p.m.  
November 16, 2015 

Franklin School – Gym 
2401 Manor Lane 

Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 

Board President Anthony Borrelli called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m. Other Board 
members in attendance were Bob Johnson, Vicki Lee, Scott Zimmerman, Mark 
Eggemann, Tom Sotos, and Dathan Paterno. Also present were Superintendent Laurie 
Heinz, Chief School Business Official Luann Kolstad, Assistant Superintendent Joel T. 
Martin, Director of Student Services Jane Boyd, Public Information Coordinator 
Bernadette Tramm, and one member of the public. 
 
Board of Education meetings are videotaped and may be viewed in their full length from 
the District’s website at: http://www.d64.org. 
 
Board President Borrelli acknowledged that he had received 16 emails regarding the 
proposal to add secured vestibules since the last meeting, and provided a tally of opinions 
divided among parents 7 in favor, 3 against, and staff 3 and 3. He also announced that the 
Board would need to meet to take action upon a residency matter; Board members agreed 
to conduct a special meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, November 30 at Jefferson School.  
 
BOARD ADJOURNS TO CLOSED SESSION  
 
Board President Borrelli announced that the Board had two matters to consider 
in closed session, one regarding a grievance against an individual employee who 
was disciplined and the second is a residency issue regarding families and students. 
 
At 6:12 p.m., it was moved by Board President Borrelli and seconded by Board member 
Zimmerman to adjourn to closed session to discuss the appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the District 
or legal counsel for the District, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged 
against an employee or against legal counsel for the District to determine its validity [5 
ILCS 120/2(c)(1)] and the placement of individual students in special education programs 
and other matters relating to individual students [5 ILCS 120/2(c)(10)]. 
          
The votes were cast as follows:  
 
AYES: Johnson, Lee, Borrelli, Zimmerman, Paterno, Sotos  
 
NAYS: Eggemann 
 
PRESENT:  None. 
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ABSENT: None.     The motion carried. 
 
The Board adjourned from closed session at approximately 6:52 p.m. and after a short 
recess resumed the regular Board meeting at 7:02 p.m. In addition to those mentioned 
above, also present were Assistant Superintendent Lori Lopez, Director of Innovation & 
Instructional Technology Mary Jane Warden, Director of Facility Management Ron 
DeGeorge, Assistant Director of Student Services Vasiliki Frake, and approximately 100 
members of the public. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND WELCOME 
 
Franklin Principal Dan Walsh welcomed the Board to the school, and 
invited members of Boy Scout Pack 105 and Girl Scout Troops 40424 and 
40753 to present the colors and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. Principal Walsh offered an 
overview of the focus areas and smart goals established by teachers for this year, and 
shared a video highlighting some of the learning activities and initiatives at the school 
that occurred in just the past week, which included a special Veterans Day flag ceremony. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS APPRECIATION DAY 
 
Principal Walsh then offered special thanks to members of the Board in 
recognition of School Board Members Day being observed throughout 
Illinois. He presented a video of the English as a Second Language students 
using their native languages to greet and thank Board members for their service. The 
video concluded with the entire school thanking the Board at an assembly. On behalf of 
the District, Dr. Heinz assisted by Franklin students presented each Board member with a 
certificate of appreciation. A new website page listing the names of 59 past Board 
members back to 1968 was debuted live to salute their service as well. Board President 
Borrelli thanked Dr. Heinz, Principal Walsh and all who were involved in creating the 
warm welcome and special recognition for the Board.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Board President Borrelli invited public comment on items not on the 
agenda, which were received as follows: 
 Speaking on behalf of the teachers of the Park Ridge Education Association in 

recognition of School Board Members Day, teachers Carolyn Schaab and Melissa 
Johnson thanked Board members for their time, efforts and service to the community.  

 
DISCUSSION ON NEW CURRICULUM REVIEW CYCLE 
 
Assistant Superintendent Lopez announced that the District was returning to 
a 7-year cycle for curriculum review, which allows the District to address 
changes in state and national standards, implement research-based practices, 
maintain materials but also responsibly plan for purchases, and effectively 
manage time and resources. She described the four stages of curriculum review, including 
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research, develop, implement and monitor, pointing out that Board approval comes at the 
develop stage. Dr. Lopez provided a 7-year schedule indicating the stage for each 
curriculum area through 2021-22. She and Dr. Heinz responded to Board member 
questions about why a seven-year cycle is most practical in pacing the work and how the 
curriculum review study team is assembled and operates. They confirmed that science is 
in the develop stage this year, and would be expected to come before the Board during 
this stage. 
 
UPDATE ON STATE REPORT CARD 
 
Dr. Lopez noted that the Illinois State Board of Education annually releases 
the Illinois Report Card, which shows performance on a range of indicators for each 
school, district and the state. As reported on the Report Card, she reviewed the results of 
the 5Essentials survey of individual schools’ learning conditions and environment, which 
was completed by all sixth through eighth grade students and all teachers pre-K through 
grade 12. She noted the premise is that schools strong in all five areas are more effective. 
Dr. Lopez summarized the areas of strength and opportunities for growth. She noted that 
the PARCC assessment data had not yet been released by the state, but would eventually 
appear on the Report Card and be reported in five categories of performance. Overall, she 
pointed out several new features of the Report Card, including a way to directly compare 
up to four schools on several performance metrics. Dr. Lopez confirmed she would return 
to the Board to present PARCC data when it becomes available. 
 
DISCUSSION ON HEALTH LIFE SAFETY AND MASTER 
FACILITY PLAN 
 
Dr. Heinz provided an overview of the work the Board had completed this 
fall in reviewing the recommendations from the 10-year Health Life Safety 
(HLS) survey and Master Facilities Plan (MFP). She focused on the recommendations for 
work in summer 2016, which is comprised of two parts for separate Board approval later 
on the agenda. She noted the overall recommendation is for $13.2 million in work, 
including $8.1 million in HLS/critical infrastructure work and the remainder of $5.1 
million is for secured vestibules at all eight schools and the District Educational Service 
Center. She reviewed the roofing and other projects included in the first portion, and 
referenced several Board meetings this fall at which these were identified and discussed 
in depth with FGM Architects, CSBO Kolstad and others. Turning to the secured 
vestibules, she noted that the District had completed a security audit with RETA Security 
as its consultant in August 2013, and identified the many enhancements that had been 
implemented based on these recommendations. Dr. Heinz noted that she had also 
identified the secured vestibules as a top priority in her roadmap for her first year within 
the District in 2014-15, and that it had also been brought forward through the recently 
completed 10-year HLS/MFP process. She also affirmed that the Board had investigated 
various funding options for the secured vestibules and other facility projects, which is 
separate from funding available for instruction and specifically for collective bargaining 
in good faith on a new contract with the Park Ridge Education Association to begin later 
this school year. Dr. Heinz also described elements of a comprehensive safety plan for 
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the District, noting items already in place such as new Crisis Go Guides, and describing 
some of the additional staff education and resources as well as another level of 
accountability for the District’s security protocols, such as revisions to Board policies 
related to safety and personnel, to be added. She noted that the District would be working 
on alignment of District and building level crisis teams, and also would be reaching out to 
the NIPSTA for their possible assistance in further training. She also described how 
additional alerts regarding open doors at the buildings can be placed onto the District’s 
current Sonitrol monitoring system, and how additional features of the new VoIP phone 
system can be utilized during a crisis setting. Dr. Heinz continued the review of other 
actions already taken to enhance security, and then focused on recommendations for 
secured vestibules as part of a layered system for security as provided by the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security and our local First Responders, and that have been 
adopted by all local school districts in the North Cook area. She reiterated that the 
secured vestibules are recommended not just to slow down violent “shooter” scenarios, 
but to control access on a daily basis to the many circumstances that arise each day to 
make sure access to schools is controlled. 
 
In response to Board member questions, FGM Architects Terri Wright clarified that 
approval was being sought tonight to prepare construction documents and to seek bids, 
and this work approval would authorize an expenditure of between $600,000-$680,000 in 
architect fees based on the District’s master agreement with the architects for such work. 
She noted that the Board would have a third, remaining step for approval to actually 
award contracts for summer 2016 projects at the February 22 meeting, when the actual 
bids would be presented to the Board. CSBO Kolstad and Ms. Wright responded to 
further Board member questions about the construction drawings needed for the bid 
process, and additional design work needed to finalize the specific approaches for the 
secured vestibules at each building, Ms. Wright also reviewed the overall plan for office 
improvements when secured vestibules are completed, and bringing the entries into 
compliance with ADA. CSBO Kolstad and FGM representatives continued to respond to 
further questions about the efficiency of doing all related work on the offices at the same 
time the entries would be reworked; the possible impact on roofing projects of a new 
energy conservation code expected to be implemented in Illinois soon; escalation costs of 
delaying projects to future years; funding sources for critical facility infrastructure 
projects; upcoming investigation of full day kindergarten and possible cost implications; 
future use of Jefferson school; and ways to trim costs or stagger projects to spread out 
expenditures. CSBO Kolstad read a communication from a Roosevelt teacher who was a 
student at Hubbard Woods School in Winnetka at the time of the Laura Dann shooting in 
May 1988 urging the Board to approve the secured vestibules. Board members also 
discussed how entry design had changed in the intervening years as seen in Emerson’s 
improved flow, and also commented on seeking broader input from teachers and the 
PREA on the proposed vestibules in addition to the comments received earlier in 
November from principals. CSBO Kolstad reported on the outreach undertaken to bring 
the drawings of the proposed secured entries/offices to the schools. 
 
Board President Borrelli then invited public comment, and noted that due to the number 
of individuals likely seeking to address the Board that according to Board Policy 2:230 
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Public Participation at Board of Education Meetings individuals would be given a 
shortened time of 2 and one-half minutes to make their statements. Public comments 
were received as follows: 
 Paul Sheahan, a resident of Elmore St., urged the Board to invest in the secured 

vestibules. 
 Joan Sandrik, a resident of Clifton St., urged the Board to slow down the process of 

moving to secured vestibules. 
 Erin Breen, Roosevelt teacher and Park Ridge Education Association President, stated 

that PREA has never made a collective statement correlating negotiations to the 
Health Life Safety/Master Facilities Plan. 

 Diane Glesser, a Park Ridge resident, urged the Board to slow down consideration of 
the vestibules. 

 Patty Brennan, Franklin teacher, provided the Board with a letter prepared by 
colleagues regarding the secured vestibules. 

 Kathy Pierucci, Field School office assistant, shared her perspective about how the 
current vestibule system works and urged the Board to go forward.  

 Kevin Dwyer, Roosevelt School principal, shared comments from retired teacher 
Peggy Flanagan to encourage the Board to move forward on the secured vestibules. 
He then added that the leadership team of teachers at Roosevelt had reviewed the new 
office proposal had reached consensus that this is a good plan and the right plan for 
Roosevelt. 

 Sheri Lavelle, Field health assistant, urged the Board to consider the office 
configuration to ensure a line of sight between the health office and the main office. 

 Jeff Schneider, Washington parent who noted he had spoken at the November 5 
meeting, reiterated his support for adding secured vestibules.  

 Norm Dziedzic, Park Ridge resident and parent, urged the Board to invest in 
improved resources for students to cultivate the whole child. 

 Andy Duerkop, a Lincoln teacher and District 64 parent, questioned whether the 
added incremental safety offered by secured vestibules justified a $5 million 
investment. 

 
APPROVAL OF PREPARATION OF CONSTRUCTION 
DOCUMENTS FOR BIDDING OF VESTIBULES/OFFICE 
RENOVATIONS 
 
Ms. Wright of FGM, CSBO Kolstad and Dr. Heinz responded to 
additional Board member questions about the bidding step in the 
design process, the development of the design packages, and the 
District’s overall crisis and security plan. Board members then each offered their 
individual views in turn. Following these extensive comments, Board President Borrelli 
provided a summary of the current proposal to take the next step forward in the design 
process, which would provide the Board with detailed cost information about the secured 
vestibule/office renovations. He noted that the Board would receive this information at 
the February 22 meeting. Dr. Heinz confirmed that in the interim, an update on the 
District’s crisis and security practices would be presented at the January 26 meeting. 
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ACTION ITEM 15-11-3 
 
It was moved by Board member Lee and seconded by Board member Zimmerman that 
the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 64, Park 
Ridge‑Niles, Illinois, approve the preparation of construction documents for bidding of 
vestibules/office renovation for summer 2016 work. 
 
The votes were cast as follows: 
 
AYES: Zimmerman, Borrelli, Lee, Johnson 
 
NAYS: Sotos, Paterno, Eggemann 
 
PRESENT: None. 
 
ABSENT: None.       The motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF PREPARATION OF CONSTRUCTION 
DOCUMENTS FOR BIDDING OF HEALTH LIFE SAFETY 
AND CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE WORK 
 
CSBO Kolstad, Ms. Wright of FGM, and Facility Management 
Director DeGeorge provided additional information about the other 
projects category for summer 2016 work estimated at about $2.4 
million, which includes window replacement, exterior lights, brick repair, mechanical 
work and other projects at several schools as identified in more detail in their written 
report. They also responded to Board member questions about HVAC problems in the 
back office space of the Learning Resource Center at Lincoln. Mr. Troy Kerr of FGM 
provided additional information about the outcome of the thermographic roofing analysis 
at Jefferson and Franklin, which confirmed they are excellent candidates for patching 
rather than full replacement. The consensus of the Board was that deferring required 
maintenance was no longer an option for these critical projects.  
 
ACTION ITEM 15-11-4 
 
It was moved by Board member Zimmerman and seconded by Board 
member Lee that the Board of Education of Community Consolidated 
School District 64, Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, approve the preparation of construction 
documents for bidding of Health Life Safety and critical infrastructure work. 
 
The votes were cast as follows: 
 
AYES: Eggemann, Johnson, Lee, Borrelli, Zimmerman, Paterno, Sotos 
 
NAYS: None. 
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PRESENT: None. 
 
ABSENT: None.       The motion carried. 
 
Board member Paterno departed the meeting. At 10:36 p.m., Board President Borrelli 
called for a short recess; the meeting was resumed at 10:49 p.m. 
 
OVERVIEW OF MCKINNEY VENTO (HOMELESS) 
REQUIREMENTS 
 
Student Services Director Boyd and Assistant Director Frake 
updated the Board on McKinney Vento requirements, with 10 students affected by 
homelessness last year and five this year with the count rising. They noted that the key to 
understanding families living in homelessness is to think in terms of housing instability, 
when families do not have the resources to have consistent reliable housing. They 
reviewed the family rights under both federal and Illinois law for a McKinney Vento 
child regarding choice of school, transportation, waiver of school fees, and full 
participation in extracurricular activities. They pointed out that eligibility begins with 
determining whether the student lacks a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, 
and noted that the process must be handled on a case by case. They reviewed the 
District’s required actions regarding enrollment and legal guardianship, and that Director 
Boyd is the District’s designated McKinney-Vento liaison. Director Boyd and Assistant 
Director Frake responded to further Board member questions about how the District 
carries out its responsibilities. 
 
UPDATE ON VOIP 
 
Technology Director Warden reported on the network enhancements and VoIP 
implementation projects initiated over summer 2015, which have been successfully 
implemented and are fully incorporated into the District’s technology infrastructure. She 
noted that the network enhancement would ensure that the District could respond to any 
future demands for the next 7-10 years while making network operations more effective 
and efficient. Turning to the phone system, Director Warden noted that the new 
infrastructure includes more than 550 phone handsets, system controllers, and about 600+ 
individually configured voicemail/phone accounts. She also reported on the battery 
backups added as part of the project, training, and other adjunct procedures. Looking 
ahead, she noted several additional new features are being added such as text and email 
alerts when 9-1-1 calls are made from anywhere in the District. She and Dr. Heinz 
responded to Board discussion about posting emergency dialing instructions on each 
phone and tracking the use of voicemail to reach teachers.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. PERSONNEL REPORT 
 

Consent Agenda 
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Layne Braden Employ as Lunch Program Supervisor at Roosevelt School beginning 
November 6, 2015 – $12.00 per hour. 

John Crowl Employ as Math Intervention Teacher at Emerson School effective 
November 11, 2015 - $37,755.08 (prorated 125 days). 

Patricia Helton Employ as Lunch Program Supervisor at Field School beginning 
November 11, 2015 – $12.00 per hour. 

Elizabeth Ishoo Employ as Special Needs Assistant at Carpenter School 
beginning October 14, 2015 – $15,693.21. 

Renee Migon Employ as Extended Day Assistant at Jefferson School 
beginning October 1, 2015 – $17,894.32. 

Renee Wlodarek Employ as Lunch Program Supervisor at Field School 
beginning October 28, 2015 – $12.00 per hour. 

Deborah Zeman Employ as Lunch Program Supervisor at Franklin School 
beginning October 19, 2015 – $12.00 per hour. 

Steven San Hamel Change of Assignment from part-time Building Supervisor to 
part-time Substitute Custodian effective October 28, 2015 - 
$12.00 per hour. 

Aileen Stonelake Leave of Absence Request, Maternity/FMLA – 1st Grade 
Teacher at Roosevelt School effective March 3, 2016 – August 
2016 (tentative). 

John Crowl Resign as Special Needs Assistant at Washington School 
effective November 10, 2015. 

Janet Johnson Retire as Instructional Resource Assistant at Washington 
School effective December 2, 2015. 

Brian Mensching Termination as Night Custodian at Washington School 
effective November 16, 2015. 

 
If additional information is needed, please contact Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources Joel T. Martin. 
 
B. BILLS, PAYROLL AND BENEFITS  
 
Bills  
 
10 - Education Fund----------------------------------------------- $   979,851.96 
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20 - Operations and Maintenance Fund -----------------------       159,534.69 
30 - Debt Services---------- --------------------------------------        10,361.28 
40 - Transportation Fund -----------------------------------------     157,002.10 
50 - Retirement (IMRF/SS/MEDICARE)-----------------------           - 
60 - Capital Projects  ----------------------------------------------       13,107.00 
80 - Tort Immunity Fund -----------------------------------------       13,696.34  
90 - Fire Prevention and Safety Fund --------------------------             - ____ 
 
Checks Numbered: 123168 - 123339               Total: $1,333,553.37 
 
Payroll and Benefits for Month of October, 2015 
 
10 - Education Fund----------------------------------------------- $3,947,783.78  
20 - Operations and Maintenance Fund ------------------------      215,246.26 
40 - Transportation Fund -----------------------------------------          5,112.12 
50 - IMRF/FICA ---------------------------------------------------       79,608.65 
80 - Tort Immunity Fund -----------------------------------------             - _––_ 
 
Checks Numbered: 11848 - 11914       
Direct Deposit: 900083174 – 900084774  Total:   $4,247,750.81 
 
Accounts Payable detailed list can be viewed on the District 64 website www.d64.org > 
Departments > Business Services. 
 
C. APPROVAL OF OCTOBER FINANCIALS ENDING OCTOBER 31, 2015 
Monthly financial reports can be viewed on the District 64 website www.d64.org > 
Departments > Business Services. 
 
D. APPROVAL OF POLICIES 5:270, 5:290 AND 6:15 
 
E.  ADOPT FINAL CALENDAR FOR 2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR 
 
F. DESTRUCTION OF AUDIO CLOSED MINUTES (NONE) 
 
ACTION ITEM 15-11-5 
 
It was moved by Board member Zimmerman and seconded by Board member Lee that 
the Board of Education of Community Consolidated School District 64,  
Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, approve the Consent Agenda of November 16, 2015 which 
includes the Revised Personnel Report; Bills, Payroll and Benefits; Approval of Financial 
Update for the Period Ending October 31, 2015; Approval of Policies 5:270, 5:290, and 
6:15; Adopt Final Calendar for 2016-17 school year; and Destruction of Audio Closed 
Minutes (none). 
 
The votes were cast as follows: 
 

Action Item 
15-11-5 
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AYES: Sotos, Zimmerman, Borrelli, Lee, Johnson, Eggemann 
 
NAYS: None. 
 
PRESENT: None. 
 
ABSENT: Paterno       The motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
ACTION ITEM 15-11-6 
 
It was moved by Board member Zimmerman and seconded by Board 
member Eggemann that the Board of Education of Community Consolidated 
School District 64, Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, approve the minutes from the Regular 
Board Meeting on October 26, 2015. 
 
The votes were cast as follows: 
 
AYES: Eggemann, Johnson, Lee, Borrelli, Zimmerman, Sotos 
 
NAYS: None. 
 
PRESENT: None. 
 
ABSENT: Paterno      The motion carried. 
 
OTHER DISCUSSION AND ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
 
Dr. Heinz reviewed the upcoming meeting agenda and recent FOIA request. 
She also reviewed the District’s participation in the Illinois Youth Survey 
administered every other year, the notification to parents, and the survey procedure, and 
reported that the results are used by our community and schools to support students. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 11:23 p.m., it was moved by Board President Borrelli and seconded by Board member 
Zimmerman to adjourn, which was approved by voice vote. 
 
___________________________ 
President 
 
__________________________ 
Secretary 
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